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PREFACE. 



Tax fbUowiog paget luiTe aflbrded oeenpatUm for numy houn, which might 
else hmw been wasted in idle amutementf, or embittered by ttlll idler regrets 
at tike destSny which carried the writer to a r^on so little seductire as Afrieay 
and kept him there so long. He now oflters them to the publio, after some 
laboor b esto we d in correction and amendment, but retaining their original form, 
that of a daily Journal, which better suited his lack of Uterary practice and 
conatmcCiTe skiH, and was in fitter keeping with the humble pretensions of the 
work, than a re^orangement on artistic principles. At various points of the 
narrattre, howcTcr, he has introduced obserrations and disquisitions from two 
or three common-place books, which he kept Simultaneously with the Journal : 
and thus, in a few instanoes, remarks are inserted as having been made early in 
the cruise, while, in reality, they were perhaps the ultimate result of his reflee* 
tion and judgment upon the topics discussed. 

If, in any portion of the bocdc, the author may hope to engage the attention of 
the puUlc, it will probably be in those pages whidi treat of Liberia. The value 
of his evidence, as to the condition and prospects of that colony, must depend, 
not upon any singular acuteness of observation ox depth of refleoticm, but upon 
his freedom firom partisan bias, and his consequent ability to perceive a certain 
degree of truth, and inclination to express it ficankly. ▲ northern man, but 
not unacquainted with the slave institutions of our own and other countries— 
neither an Abolitionist nor a Coloniaationist—without prejudice, as without pre- 
possession^— he folt himself thus far qualified to examine the great enterprise 
which he beheld in progress. He ei^oyed, moreover, the advantage of com- 
paring Liberia, as he now saw it, with a personal observation of its condition 
three years before, and could therefore mark its <mward or retreating footsteps, 
and the better judge what was permanent, and what merely temporary or acd- 
dtntaL With these qualifications, he may at least hope to have qpoken so 
much of truth as entirely to gratify neither the friends nor the enemies of this 
interesting c<dony. 

The West Coast of AArica is a firesher field for the scribbling tourist, than 
most other parts of the world. Few visit it, unless driven by stem necessity ; 
and stin fewer are disposed to strug^ against the enervating influence of the 
climate, and keep up even so mudi of intellectual activity as may suffice to fill a 
diomal page of Journal or Common-place Book. In his descriptions of the 
aettlements of the various mttions of Europe, along that coast, and of the native 
tribes, and their trade and intercourse with the whites, the writer indulges the 
idea that he may add a trifle to the general information of the public He puts 
forth his work, however, with no higher claims than as a collection of desultory 
sketches, in which he fdt himself no wise bound to tell all that it might be 
desirable to know, but only to be accurate in what he does telL On such terms, 
there is perhaps no very reprehensible audacity in undertaking the history of a 
voyage i and he smiles to find himself, so simply and with so little labour, 
aequiring a title to be enrolled among the authors of bo(4u I 

Atbu S, lli5« 
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AFRICAN CRUI8B& 



CHAPTER I. 

Departure. Mother Carey's Chiekens. The Oulf Streaxn. Rapid Progrew. 
The French Admiral's Cook. Nautical Miiaie*an8. The Sick Man. The 
Buriakl al Sea. Arriyal at tiie Canaries. Santa Gnu. Lett and dime. 
litaad of Cteaad Canary. Troglo^tes aeas JLaa Palmai. 

Jtme 5, 1843. — Towed by the steamer Hercules^ we go down 
the harbour of New York, at 7 o'clock A. M. It is the fourth 
time the ship has moved, since she was launched from the 
Navy Yard at Portsmouth. Her first experience of the ocean 
was a rough one ; she was caught in a wintry gale from the 
north-east, dismasted, and towed back into Portsmouth har- 
bour, within three days after her departure. The second move 
brought us to New York ; the third, from the Navy Yard into 
the North lUver; and the fourth will probably bring us to an 
anchorage off Sandy Hook. After a hard winter of four 
months, in New Hampshire, we go to broil on the coast of 
Africa, with ice enough in our blood to keep us comfortably 
cool for six months at least. 

At 10 A. M. the steamer cast off, and We anchored inside of 
Sandy Hook; at 12 Meridian, hoisted the broad pennant of 
Commodore Perry, and saluted It with thirteen guns. At 3 
p. M. the ship gets under way, and with a good breeze, stands 
oai to se«. Our parting letters are confided to the Pilot.-- 
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S ^mrnHAL 6W AM 

niat WMtter^Maten Tetem gives yoa a cordial shate witli 
liis broad^ lusd hMid, wiitoiytMi a prosperoiucniifle, and goes 
orer tiie side. Wm life is fbU of greetings and ferewella ; Mie 
gTMp of bis iMid assures the vetnming mariner that hisfreary 
▼oyageisovor; and^wbeniheirwift pilot-boat hauls her wind, 
and leaYes yon to go on your course alone^ you feel that the 
last connecting link with home Mbrotai. On our ship's dedt^ 
there were peihaps some heart-caches, bat no whimpering.-^ 
Few strain their eyes to catdi parting glimpses of tiie receffing 
Ughlands;it isonlytiiegreenoneswhodothat. TheOldSidt 
seeks more substantial solace in his dinner. It is matter of 
speculation, moreover, whether much of the misery of part- 
ing does not, witii those unaccustomed to tiie sea, cmginate in 
the disturbed state of their stomachs. ' - -vi v 

. 7*-**We are in the d^ulfnstream. The temperature of tiie 
water is ten degrees above tiiat of tiiO air. Though tiie ship 
is deep, being toed vritb stores, and tiierefore sailing heavity, 
we are yet taken along eleven knots by tiie wind, and two or 
three more bytiiecurrrat. Swiftly as we fly, however^ we 
are not quito alone upon tiie waters. Mother Carey's 
chickenB follow us continually, dipping into the white foam 
of our track, to seize the food which our keel turns up for 
them out of the ocean dep^. Mysterious is the way of the 
littie wanderer over the sea. It is never seen on land ; and 
naturaUsts have yet to discover where it reposes, and where 
it hatohes its young ; unless we adopt the idea of the poet^ 
that it builds its nest upon the tuibulent bosom of the deep. 
It is l^sort of naatical sistor of the fabled bird of Paradise^ 
whichl^footiess, and never alighted out of tiie air. Hundreds 
of mfles from shore, in sunshine and in tempest, you may see tiie 
Stonny Petrrt. Among the unsolvable riddles wMdi nature 
propounds to mankind, we may reckon the question— Who is 
Mother Carey, and where does she rear her chickens ? 

9. — yfe are out ^ tiie Qulf-stream, and the ship is now 
roUiiif eomewhat less tumultuously than heretofore. For four 
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#9^, W9 hare tieen blast wMi ttfattoit too firfr a wndi A 
jitioair brettse, lighi aft^ h«i b^ea Mknir «• Mie ten twd 
livodred and foty imle« a day on oor oMrM. Baft teinoea- 
Mat and nneav^ motion of tha ahip d^iuwittt«f.aftjr«tetd3f 
comfort In spite (^aUpi^Mitions^taUev^ohain^ and boQioii» 
haTetmnbltid abont in utter confosion> and the monvftony is 
^EOiTened by tiie breaking <3i bottles, and ofisb of erodnry.^ 
As 4ome cimsolatiai^ onr Log Book showa tb^ we bava made 
move than bait (^a l&onsand miles, witinn tiie la^fiNr^T^eigfat 
hoars. Land trayelling, wiik all the advtmtages of rafl-roads^ 
eanhardly com|>ete with tiieeontinnal diligence of a 1^ be« 
fine a prosperous breeze. 

IL — ^^ke an American brig from Liyerpool, bound for 
New York. Thoagh the boat was called away^ and oar lettars 
w^re ready, it was all at once determined not to boaid her; 
and» after asking the ci^tain to report us, we stood on oar 
coarse again. The newspapers will t^ oar friends somatfaing 
of oar whereabouts ; or, at least, that <m a certam day, we 
w^re encountered at a certain point upon the sea. 

13. — Wind still fair, and weather always fiue. We have 
not tacked ship once since leaving Sandy Hook, and are al- 
most ready to quarrel with the continual fair wind. There is 
nothkg else to find fault witii, except the performmces of our 
French cook in tiie ward-room, who came on board just be- 
fore we left New York, and made us believe that we had ob- 
tained a treasure. He told us that he had cooked for a 
French Admiral. We swore him to secrecy on that point, 
lest the Commodore is^KHild be disposed to engage the services 
of ao distmguisbed en artist for his own table. But ,our self- 
coj^rratolations were not of long continuance. The sugared 
omelet passed with slight remark. The beefsteak smolliered 
in onions was merely proh^ited in future. But when, on fhe 
second day, the potatoes were served with mashed lemon-peel, 
tl^ general discontent burst forth ; and we scolded ^ we 
A 5 -:..-- 
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laughed Agftin at te dUemaut in whick we I^Mind otm^vfis*— - 
Ne)ct to beiBg witticrat food, 10 fbe calamity of hemg 9ttbjectedj 
in te Bkidd& of tiw Maatic^ to tbe diabolical arts of tlie 
fwHA AdiMral'a «9ok. At iieay the am»gi»m»»ta of the tftble 
lOb ^ fiur i^i^e impoirtatipe than on shore. 1^er0 are 90 ieyr 
incidents^ tiiat ose^s dinner becomes^ whf^t Doctor Johnson 
«ffi(iBid it idwajni to be> tiie afB»ir of which a num Mioika 
giltaettia the course of tbe day* 

}6.— AUdi^y i£uB wind has been a-hea4> and veiy light, 
Hus.eTenuiiry a dead calm is upon the sea; but the fi^ is 
dou^iess, and the air pore and soft. All Hie well are eiyoying 
the fine weather. The commodore and captain wi^lk the poop- 
deck; Hob ptiier offiioersy except the lieutenant an4 young gen 
ikmm of &e wti:t6k, are smoking on the forec^8tle> or prome- 
nading tte quarter-deck. A dozen stefdy old sf^ts are rolling 
along the gangways ; an^ the men are clustered id knots be- 
tm^ea the guns> talking, laughing, or listening to the yams of 
liieir comrades— an unusement to whidi sailors are as much 
addicted as the Sultan in the Arabian Nights. But music is 
the ordfer of the evening. Though a band is not allowed to a 
ahip of bur class, there are always good musicians to be found 
am(B^ the reckless and jolly fellows composing a man-of- 
war^s crew. A big landsman from Utica, and a dare-devil 
topmail from Cape Cod, are the leading vocalists ; Symmes, 
tiie ship's co<^, i^ays an excellent violin; and the commo- 
dore's steward is not to be surpassed upon the tamboun^e.^ — 
A little black fellow, whose soubriquet is Othello, manages the 
castanets, and there is a tolerable flute played by one of the 
after-guard. The concerts usually commence with sentimental 
songs, sudi as ^< Home,sweet Ilome," and the '^ Canadi^ Boat 
g(m^:" but tiie comic always carries off the palm; "Jim 
■long Josey," " Luoy Long," " Old Dan Tucker," and a hun- 
dred others of the same character, are listened to delightedly 
l^ me crowd of men and boys^collected round the fore-hatch, 
and always ready to join in the choruses. Thus a sound of 
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niirth floats fai: and wide over the twilight sea^ and would 
•eem to indicate that all goes well among us. 

But the delicious atmosphere^ and the amusements of the 
ship, bring not joy to all on board. There are sick men swing- 
ing uneasily in their hammocks ; and one poor fellow, whose 
fever threatens to terminate fatally, tosses painfuUy in his 
cpt. His messmates gently bathe his hot brow, and, watching 
every movement, nurse him as tenderly as a woman. Strange, 
that the rude heart of a sailor should be found to possess such 
tenderness as we seldom ask or find, in those of our own sex, 
on land I There, we leave the gentler humanities of life to 
woman ; here we are compelled to imitate her characteristics, 
jB» well as our sterner nature will permit. 
. 22 — The sick man died last night, and was buried to-day. 
His history was revealed to no one. Where was his home, or 
whether he has left friends to mourn his death, are alike un- 
known. Dying, he kept his own counsel, and was content to 
vanish out of life, even as a speck of foam melts back into 
the ocean. At 11 a.m., for the first time, in a cruise likely to 
be fatal to many on board, the boatswain " piped all hands to 
bury the dead !" The sailor's corpse, covered with the union 
of his country's flag, was placed in the gangway. Two hun- 
dred and fifty ofl&cers and men stood around^ncovered, and 
reverently listened to the beautiful and solemn burial service 
as it was read by one of the officers. The body was committed 
to the deep, while the ship dashed onward, and had left the 
grave far behind, even before the last words of the service 
were uttered. The boatswain " piped down," and all returned 
to their duties sadly, and with thoughtful countenances. 

23 — At 4 A.M., the inland of Palma and the Peak of 
Teneriffe are in full sight, though the lofty summit of the 
mountain is one hundred miles distant. 

24* — At 5 A.M., anchored at Santa Cruz, capital of the 
island of Tenerifie. The health-officer informed us that we 
jnust ride out a quarantine of eight days. A fine precaution, 
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consideriiig that we are directlh>m New York! After bfeift- 
fast^ I went to the mole^ tq see the Commlar Agents on doty. 
While waiting in our boat, we were stared at by ^tdrty or 
forty loafers (a Yankee phrase> but strictly applicable to tlieie 
foreign vagabonds), of the most wretched kind. Some wem 
dressed in coarse shirts and trowsers, and some had only one 
of these habiliments. None interested me, except a dirty, 
swarthy boy, with most brilliant black eyes, who lay flat ob 
his stomach, and gazed at ns in silence. His elf-like glmee 
flfparkles brightly in my memory. 

Obe of the seamenin our boat spoke to the persons on riiore 
in Spanish. I inquired whether that were his mot^ier-tonga^ 
and learned that he was a native of Mahon. On qaestioning 
him further, I ascertained that h» was concerned in a tragedy 
of which I had often heard, while on the Mediterranean sta- 
tion, two or three years ago. A beautiful girl of sixteen, of 
highly respectable family, fell in love with a young man, her 
inferior in social rank, though of reputable standing. The af- 
fair was kept secret between them. At length the lover be- 
came jealous, and one evening, called his mistress out of 
her father's house, and stabbed her five or six times. She died 
instantly, and her murderer fled. It was believed in Mahon 
that he was drowned by falling overboard from the vessel in 
which he escaped. Nevertheless, that murderer was the man 
with whom I was speaking in the boat, now bearing another 
name, and a common sailor of our ship. He told me his real 
name ; and I heard, afterwards, that, when drunk, he had con- 
fessed the murder to one of his messmates. 

This incident illustrates what I have often thought, that the 
private history of ^ man-of-war's crew, if truly told, would 
be full of high romance, varied with stirring incident, and too 
often darkened with deep and deadly crime. Many go to sea 
with the old Robinson Crusoe spirit, seeking adventure for its 
own sake ; many to escape the punishment of guilt, which has 
made them outlaws of the land ; some, to drown ite memory 
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'^aUgrl^ted love; wMk others flee from the wreck of their 
nnroicexi fortunes ashore^ to hazard another shipwreck on the 
deep. The jacket of tiie common sailor often covers a fignue^ 
tbmt has walked Broadway in a fashionable coat. An officer 
sometinies sees his old school-fellow and playmate taken to 
iike griucigway and flogged. Many a blackguard on board has 
bees bred in luxuiy ; and many a good seaman has been a 
flifl»r«r and a pirate. It is well for the ship's company^ that 
Hie flins ^ iadividuds do not, a sin the days of Jonas^ stir up 
tempests that threaten the destruction of the whole. 
- r-CElle island <tf Gnuid Canary is one of the most interesting of 
the f^np at which we hare now arrived. The population of 
ile oepltal, the city of La» Palmas, is variously estimated at 
fhterninel^usand inhabitants^ to twice that number. The 
steets^ however^ have none of the bustle and animation that 
would enliven an American town, of similar size. Around 
the city th^re is an aspect of great fertility ; fields of com and 
ghan, palm-trees and vineyards, occupy the valleys among the 
lulls, and extend along the shores, twining a glad green wreath 
idbout the circuit of the island. The vines of Canary pro- 
dace a wine which, two or three centuries ago, was held iu 
higher estimation than at present, and is supposed by some to 
hare been the veritable " sack" that so continually moistened 
Ihe throat of Falstaff. The very name of Canary is a cheer 
fnl one, associated as it is with the idea of bounteous vine- 
yards, and of those little golden birds that make music all 
over the world. 

The high hills that surround the city of Las Palmas are 
ccmiposed of soft stone, the yielding quality of which has 
caused i^ese cliffs to be converted to a very singularpurpose. 
The poorer people, who can find no shelter above ground, bur- 
vow into tiie sides of the hill, and thus form caves for perma- 
nent habitation^ where they dwell like swallows in a sand- 
bank. Judging from the number of these excavations, the 
moutiis of which appear on the hill-sides, there cannot be less 
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than a thouiuuid persons living in the manner here described. 
Not only the destitute inhabitants of Grand Canary^ but< 
vag'abonds from Teneriffe and other islands^ creep thus into the 
heart of the rock ; and children play about the entrances of 
the caverns as merrily as at a cottage-door ; while^ in l^e gloom 
of the interior you catch a glimpse of household furniture, and 
women engaged in domestic avocations. It is like discoverinir 
^ world within the world. 



CHAPTER II. 

N^on*8 defeat at Santa Cruz. The Mantilla. Arrival at Porto Giants 
Poverty of the inhabitants. Portuguese Exiles at the Cape de Yerds. City 
of Porto Fruyo. Author's submersion. Green Turtle. Rainy Season. An- 
chor at Cape Mesurado. 

Juli/ 1. — Ashore at Santa Cruz. The population of the city 
is reckoned at six or eight thousand. The streets are clean, 
and the houses built in the Spanish fashion. Camels are fre- 
quent in the streets. 

The landing at the Mole is generally bad, as Nelson found to 
his cost. It is easy to perceive that, even in ordinary times, 
the landing of a large party, though unopposed, must be a 
work of considerable difficulty. How much more arduous, 
then, was the enterprise of the great Naval Hero, who made 
his attack in darkness, and in the face of a well-manned bat- 
tery, which swept away all who gained foot-hold on the shore! 
The latter obstacle might have been overcome by English valour, 
under Nelson's guidance ; but night and the heavy surf, were 
the enemies that gave him his first and only defeat. The little 
fort, under whose gims he was carried by his step-son, after 
the loss of his arm, derived its chief interest, in my eyes, from 
that circumstance. The glory of the great Admiral sheds a 
lustre even upon the spot where success deserted him. In thQ 
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C^be^rtH oi Santa Cruz are to be seen two JSaglish flaifSy 
wiiich vera taken on that occasion^ and are still pointed out 
by the inhabitants. I saw them five years ago, when they 
hnnfir pova. tiie wallsj tattered and covered with dost ; they 
are i|OW enclosed in glass cases^ to which the stranger'ji 
atteoMon is eagerly directed by the boys who swarm around 
lunau The defeat of Nelson took place on the anniversary of 
Hie patron-saint of Santa Cra2 ; a coincidence which has 
ad4e4 ^ot a little to the saint's reputation. It was by no 
qieaps his first warlike exploit ; for he is said to have come to 
the asnstance of the inhabitants^ and routed the Moors^ wheii 
pressing the city hard, in the olden time. 

We wandered about tiie city until evening, and then walked 
in the Plaza. Here the ladies and gentlem^i of the city pro** 
menade for an hour or two, occasionally seating themselves on 
tiie i^tone-benches which sidrt the square. Like other Spanish 
ladies, the lovely brunettes of Santa Cruz generally wear the 
manl^la, so much more becoming than ^e bonnet. There are 
just enough of bonnets worn by foreigners, and travelled Spa- 
nish dames, to show -vrhat deformities they are, when con- 
trasited with the graceful veil. This head-dress could only be 
used in a climate like that of Teneriffe, where there are no ex- 
tremes of heat or cold. It is a proverb that there is no winter 
and no summer here. So equable and moderate is the tem- 
perature, that, we were assured, a person might, without in- 
convenience, wear either thick or thin clothing all the year 
round. With such a climate, and with a fertile soil, it would 
seem that this must be almost a Paradise. There is a great 
obstruction, however, to the welfare of the inhabitants, in the 
want of water. It rains so seldom that the ground is almost 
burnt up, and many cattle actually perish from thirst. It is 
f^id that no less than thirty thousand persons have emigrated 
from the island, within three years. 

The productions of Tenerifie, for export, are wiue and ba- 
rilla. Of the first, the greater part is sent to England, Russia, 
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and the United States. Aboatthirtyi^Krasaiid pipes aire 
annually^ of which two-thirds are exported. little or ik> 
is produced on the southern slope of the island. The hiUsi 
around Santa Cruz are little more than rugged peaks <^ 
rock. The scenery is wild and bold, but sterile; and soai 
tered around are stupendous hills of lava, the prodnctii 
former volcanic eruptions, but which have, for ages, beea^coldl 
and wave-washed. 

14.— Arrived at Porto Grande, in the island of St. Vinoaattfls, 
one of t|^ Cape de Verds. The harbour is completely land*: 
locked by the island of St. Antomo, which stretches acrosv it» 
mouth. Still there is, at times, a ccmsiderable swell. Th&f 
appearance of the land is barren, desolate, and unpromising il^) 
the highest degree; and the town is in keeping witii tka 
scenery. Eighty or ninety miserable hovels, constructed of; 
small, loose stones, in the manner of our stone-iences, staadj: 
in rows, with some pretence of regulaiiiy. Besides the Go- 
vernor and his aid, there are here five white m^ or railier 
Portuguese (for their claim to white blood is not apparent in 
their complexions), viz., the Collector, the American Consular 
Agent, a shop-keeper, whose goods are all contained in a couj^ 
of trunks, and two private soldiers. We called to see the Go- 
vernor, and were politely received ; he offered seats, and did 
the honours of the place with dignity and affability. His pay 
is one dollar per diem. He has five soldiers under his ccnn- 
mand, two of them Portuguese, and three native negroes, one 
of whom has a crooked leg. 

The people here are wretchedly poor, subsisting chiefly by 
fishing, and by their precarious gains from ships which anchor 
in the port. The collector informed me that there had been 
sixty whale-ships in the harbour within the past year. The 
profits accruing from thence, however, are very inadequate to 
the comfortable support of the inhabitants. The adults are 
mostly covered with rags, while many of the children are en- 
tirely naked ; the cats and dogs (whose condition may be taken 
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jti^Bolmd test of ^degree of bodily coinfbrt in fhe cominii« 
nity) are lean and gkeleton-like. As to religion^ I saw notidng 
-to Tendnd me of it^ except the ndns of an old charch. lliere 
Imsbb been no priest since the death of one who was drowned, 
& few years ago, near Bird Island, a large rock, at the montii 
of ^ harbour. At the time of tids fatal mishap, the reverend 
filler was on a dnmken fh>lic, in company witii sonie coloured 
"women. 

F, HieCape de Verd Islands derive ^ir name from Ihe nearest 
pd^ of the mainland of AiHca ; they are nnder the dominion 
of Bortngal, and, notwitstanding their poverty, famish a con- 
siimtble rerveinie to ihat conntry, over and above the expenses 
of theCoImual Government. This revenue comes chiefly from 
iM dn^es levied upon all imported articles, and from the or** 
chyia trade, which is monopolized by fhe Goveroment at home, 
and produces 50,000 dollars per annum. Another source of 
profit is found in the liihes for the support of the Church, which, 
in some, if not all the islands, have be^i seized by the Govern- 
ment (nnder a pledge for the maintenance of the clergy), and 
arefkrmed out annually. These islands supply the Portuguese 
witili a place of honourable exile for officers who may be sus- 
pected of heresy in politics, and hostility to existing institu- 
tions. They are advanced a step in rank, to repay them (and 
a |)oor requital it is) for the change from the delicious climate 
of Portugal, and fhe gaieties of Lisbon, to the dreary solitude, 
the arid soil, and burning and fever-laden air of the Cape de 
V«pds. It is a melancholy thought, that many an active in- 
tellect—many a generous and aspiring spirit— may have been 
doomed to linger and perish here, chained, as it were, to the 
locks, like Prometheus, merely for having dreamed of kindling 
the fire of liberty in their native land. 

22. — ^We have spent some days at Porto Praya, the capital 
of St. Jago, the largest of the Cape de Verd islands ; whence 
we sail to-day. A large part of the population is composed 
of negroes and mulattoes, whose appearance indicates that 
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^Y ^ intemperate^ di99olate, and vile. Hie Pprtagaese re«' 
sddija^ here are generally bat little better ; as may be sapposed 
irom the fact; that most of ihpse who were not banned from 
Portugal; for political or other offences, came originally to en- 
gage in the slave-trade. 

Going ashore to-day, we beached the boat, and a large negro, 
with a ragged red shirt, waded ont and took me on his shoul- 
ders. There is no position so absurd, nor in which a man feels 
himself so utt^ly helpless, as when thus dependant on the 
strength and sure-footedness of a fellow-biped. As we left 
the boat, a heavy " roller" came in. The negro lost his foot- 
ing, and I my balance, and down we plunged into the surf. 
My sable friend se^med to consider it a point of duty to hold 
stoutly by my legi, the inevitable tendency of which manoeuvre 
was to keep my head under water. Having no taste for a 
watery death> under these peculiar circumstances, I freed my- 
self by a vigorous kick, sprang to my feet, and seizing the ne- 
gro by the " ambrosial curls,'* pushed his head in turn under 
the surf. But seeing the midshipmen and boat's crew laugh- 
ing, noiselessly but heartily, at my expense, the ludicrousness 
of the whole afi^ struck me so forcibly that I joined in their 
mirth, and waded ashore as fast as possible. An abolitionist, 
perhaps, might draw a moral from l^e story, and say that all, 
who ride on the shoulders of the African race, deserve nothing 
better than a similar overthrow. 

Sailed from Porto Praya. The bay of this port is a good 
one, except in south-east gales, when the anchorage is danger- 
ous. The town, called Villa de Praya, contains about two 
thousand inhabitants of every shade, the dark greatly predo- 
minating. Many vessels from Europe and the United States, 
bound to India, Brazil, or Africa, find this a convenient place 
to procure water and fresh provisions, and bring, in retum, 
much money into the city. There are three hundred troops 
here, nearly all black, and commanded by forty Portuguese 
oncers. The n^en are under severe discipline, are tolerably 
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well dressed^ and make a soldierly appearjmce. It is said 
-tioit a St. Jago soldier formerly wore only a cocked hat^ 
being otherwise in a state of nature ; but I cannot preiend 
to have seen any instance of this extreme scantiness of 
equipment. 

23. — Saw a large green turtle asleep on the surface of the 
-water. One of our boats went alongside of him^ and two men 
attempted to turn him over with boat-hooks. He struggled 
successfully, however, to keep himself " right side up," and, 
in a few moments, plunged beneath the surface. Once upon 
his back, he would have been powerless and a prisoner, and 
"we might have hoped for the advantage of his presence at our 
mess^table. 

24. — At noon, the first rain came. It continued heavy and 
nnremitting for tweniy-four hours, after which there was a 
glimpse of the blue sky. Two startling thunder-claps burst 
over the ship, at about nine o'clock, a. m. Last night, at ten, 
a heavy plunge carried away both our chttn bobstays at 
once, and all hands were turned up in the n^po secure the 
bowsprit. 

The sanitary regulations of the squadron, induced by the 
commencement of the rainy season, cause considerable mirth 
and some growling. One rule is, that every man shall protect 
himself with flannel next his person, and at night shall also 
wear a clotii^acket and trows^rs. Stoves arf placed op ^e 
beHh-deck, to dry the atmosphere below. It is a curious fiust 
that, in March last, at Portsmoutt, N.fi., llrtA iXte thermoirie- 
ter at zero, we were deprived of stoves the moment the pow- 
der came on board ; while now in the month of July, on the 
coast of Africa, sweltering at eighty degrees of Fahrenheit, 
the fires are lighted throughout the ship. 

27. — Continual ndn for the last three days. All miserable, 
but getting used to it. 
29. — A clear day, and comfortably cool. Wind fair. 
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30.-- Made land^ and saw an Engluh brig of war. Com^ 
mander Oakes^ of the Ferrety ci^ine on board. 

31.— Made Cape Mount. 

August 1. — At 12, meridian^ anchored at Gape Mesurado^ 
off the town of Monrovia. We find at anchor here the IJ. S^ 
brig Porpoise, and a French barque, as well as a SBiall| 
schoon^, bearing the Liberian flag. This consists of stripes 
and a cross, and may be regarded as emblematical of tiie 
American origin of the colony, and of the Christian philan- 
thropy to which it owes its existence. Thirty or forty Kroo-, 
men came alongside. Three officers of the Porpoise visited 
ns. All are anxious to get back to the United States. ^They 
coincided, however, in saying that, with simple precautions^ 
the health of this station is as good as that of any other. 
They have had only a single case of fever on board; and^ in 
that instance, the patient was a man who ran away, and. 
spent a night ashore. 

My old acqpontance. Captain Cooper, came on board, and 
is to be employed as pilot. 



CHAPTER III. 

Visit of Governor Roberts^ ^. Arrival at Cape Palnuuu Amerieaii Misiion- 
aries. Prosperity of tlie Catholic Mission. King Freeman, and his royal 
robe. Customs of the Kroo-people. Condition of native women. 

August 2. — ^We were visited by Governor Roberts, Doctor 
Day, and General Lewis, the latter being colonial secretary, 
and military chief of the settlement. They looked well, and 
welcomed me back to Liberia with the cordiality of old 
friendship. The Governor was received by the commodore, 
captain, and officers, and saluted with eleven guns. He and 
his suite dined in the cabin, and some of the officers of the 
Porpoise in the ward-room. In the evening, we brought out 
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kA cmt totcM Ibr the amusement of <mr difltmgrmsbed gaettt. 
First, the negro band sang «^Old Dan Tucker," « Jim along 
Fosey," and other ditties of the same class, accompanied by 
ric^liii and tambourine. Then Othello played monkey, and 
irave a series of recitations. The French cook sang with 
irreat spirit and skill. The entertainments of the evening, as 
t^e theatical bills expressed it, concluded with Ma Normandie 
uid o&er beautiful songs and airs well executed by the 
PreXKch cook, accompanied by Symmes on the violin, and a 
landsman on the flute. 

5.— Sailed for Cape Palmas, in company with the Porpoise. 

^. — Anchored at Cape Pahnas. We were boarded by Kroo- 
men, in eight or ten canoes. While the thermometer stood at 
75 or 80 degrees, iheie naked boatmen were shivering, and 
seemed absolutely to suffer with cold ; and such is the effect 
of Hie climate upon our own physical systems, that we find 
TvooUen garments comfortable at the same temperatart. 

Tisited and lunched with Governor Basswurm. Called on 
Mr. James, a coloured missionary, now occupying tlie house 
of Mr. Wilson, who has lately removed to Gaboon river. Mr. 
James presented us with some ebony, and a few Grebro books. 
He informed us that the fever had visited him more or less se- 
verely, as often as once in four weeks during seven years. 
This may truly be called a feverish life P He is about to re- 
move to Gaboon. 

The Catholic Mission seems to have driven the Presbyterian 
from the ground. We called on Mr. Kelly, a Catholic priest 
from Baltimore, and the only white man of the Mission at 
present in Africa. Preparations, however, have already been 
made for twenty more, principally French, whose arrival 
is expected within a year, and who will establish them- 
selves at different posts along the coast. Mr. Kelly is now 
finishing a very commodious house, on a scale of some mag- 
nitude, with piazzas around the wbole. There is evidently 
no lack of money. The funds for the support of the Catiiolic 
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mission are derived principally through Lyons, in France ; ani 
the enterprise is said to be under the patronage of the king; 
The abundant pecuniary means which [the priests have 
command, and the imposing and attractive ceremonies of theii 
mode of worship — so well fitted to produce an effect on un- 
cultivated natures, where appeals either to the intellect or tte 
heart would be thrown away — are among the chief causes of 
their success. It is said, too, and perhaps with truth, that ai 
many converts are made, among the natives, by presents^ 80 
by persuasion. But no small degree of the prosperity of tte 
mission must be attributed to the superior shrewdness isuid 
ability of the persons engaged in it— to their skilful adapta- 
tion of their precepts and modes of instruction to the people 
with whom they have to deal, and to their employment of the 
maxims of worldly policy in aid of their religious viewi. 
Tlieee (qualities and rules of conduct have characterized th« 
Catholie missionaries in all ages, in all parts of the world, 
and in thfiir dealings with every variety of the human race; 
and their success has everywhere been commensurate witli 
the superiority, in a merely temporal point of View, of the 
syitem on whfch tliey acted. 

• 'Before returning on board, we called on King Freeman, who 
received us, seated on a chair which was placed in front of his 
house. His majesty's royal robe was no other than an old 
uniform frock, which I had given him three years ago. Vfe 
afjcepted the chairs which he offered us, and held a palaver, 
while some twenty of his subjects stood respectfully around. 
He remembered my former visit to the colony, and appeared 
very glad to see me again. His town was nearly deserted; 
the people having gone out to gather rice. About the royal 
residence, and in the vicinity, I saw thirty or forty cattle, 
most of them young, and all remarkably small. It is said, 
a^d I believe it to be a feet, that cattle, and even fowls, when 
brpught from the interior, take the coast-fever, and often 
perish with it. Certain it is that they do not flourish. 
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11. — King Freeman came on board, dreseed in hi« nnifbrm 
frock, with two epaulettes, a red-cap, and checked trowsers. 
He received some powder and bread from the Commodore, 
and some trifles from the ward-room. 

12. — Joe Davis brought his son On board to *Meam sense." 
In pursuit of this laudable object, the young man is to make a 
cruise with us. The father particularly requested that his 
son might be flogged, saying, *' Spo^e you lick him, you gib 
him sense !*' On such a system, a man-of-war is cwtainly no 
bad school of improvement. 

13. — A delightful day, clear sky, and cool breeze. We 
sailed from Cape Palmas yesterday, steering up the coast. 

I have been conversing with young Ben Johnson, one of our 
Eroomen, on the conjugal and other customs of his countiy- 
men. These constitute quite a curious object of research. 
The Kroomen are indispensable in carrying on the commerce 
and maritime business of the African coast. When a Kroo- 
boat comes alongside, you may buy the canoe, hire the men at 
a moment's warning, and retain them in your service for 
months. They expend no time nor trouble in providing their 
equipment, since it consists merely of a straw hat and a piece 
of white or coloured cotton girded about their loins. In their 
canoes, they deposit these girdles in the crowns of their hai» ; 
nor is it unusual, when a shower threatens them on shore, to 
see them place this sole garment in the same convenient 
receptacle, and then make for shelter. When rowing a boat, 
or paddling a canoe, it is their custom to sing ; and, as the 
music goes on, they seem to become invigorated, appljring 
their strength cheerfully, and with limbs as unwearied ag 
their voices. One of their number leads in recitative, and the 
whole company respond in the chorus. The subject of the 
song is a recital of the exploits of the men, their employments, 
their intended movements, the news of the coast, and the 
character of their employers. It is usual, in these extempo- 
rary strains, for the Kroomen attached to a man-of-war to 
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taxokt, with good-hmnonred satire^ tiidr friends who are moil 
laboriously employed in merchant vessels, and not so well fe|| 
and paid. . 

Their object in leaving home, and entering into the taiervkai 
of navigators, is generally to obtain the means of pnrchasiDl 
wives, the number of whom constitutes a man's importance 
The sons of '^gentlemen*' (for tiiere is such a distinction d 
rank among them) never labour at home, but do not hesitate 
to go away, for a year or two, and earn something to take is 
their families. On tiie return of these wanderers-— not like Hn^ 
prodigal son, but bringing wealth to their kindred--great nn 
joicings are instituted. A bullock is killed by the head of ^ 
fitmily, guns are fired, and two or three days are spent in i^l^ 
performance of various plays and dances. The " boy" giy% 
all his earnings to his father, and places himself again undtfj 
the parental authority. The Krooman of maturer age, on hl|j 
return from an expedition of this kind, buys a wife, or perhapi^ 
more than one, and distributes the rest of his accumulatBJt 
gains among his relatives. In a week, he has nothing left but 
his wives and his house. 

Age is more respected by the Africans than by any other 
people. Even if the son be forty years old, he seldom seeki 
to emancipate himself from the paternal government. If a 
young man falls in love, he, in the first place, consults his 
father. The latter makes propositions to the damsel's father, 
who, if his daughter agree to the match, announces the terms 
of purchase. The price varies in difibrent places, and is also 
influenced by other circumstances, such as ike respectability 
and power of the family, and the beauty and behaviour of the 
girl. The arrangements here described are often made when 
the girl is only five or six years of age, in which case she re- 
mains with her friends until womanhood, and then goes to the 
house of her bridegroom. Meantime, her family receive the J 
stipulated price, and are responsible for her good behaviour 
Should she prove faithless, and run away, her purchase-money 
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nuet be refdnded by her friends, who, in their turn, have a 
claim upon the family of him who seduces or harbonrs her. If 
prompt satisfaction be not made (which, however, is generally 
he case), there will be a " big palaver," and a much heavier 
'xpense for damages and costs. If, after the commencement 
)f married life, the husband is displeased with his wife's con- 
iuct, he complains to her father, who either taJ^es her back, 
xnd repays the dowry, or more frequently advises that she be 
logged. Inihe latter alternative, she is tied, starved, and 
severely beaten ; a mode of conjugal discipline which generally 
prodttces the desired effect. 

Should the wife be suspected of infidelity, the husband may 
charge her with it, and demand that she drink the poisonous 
decoction of sassy-wood« which is used as the test of guilt Or 
innocence, in all cases that are considered too uncertain for 
human judgment. If her stomach free itself from the fatal 
draught by vomiting, she is declared innocent, and is taken 
back by her family without repayment of the dower. On the 
other hand, if the poison begin to take effect, she is pronounced 
guilty ; an emetic is administered in the shape of common 
soap ; and her husband may, at his option, either send her 
home, or cut off her nose and ears. 

There is one sad discrepancy in the moral system of these 
people, as regards the virtue bf the womeii. No disgrace is 
imputed to the wife who admits^ the immoral advances of a 
white man, provided it be done with the knowledge and con- 
sent of her husband. The latter, in whose eyes ^e white 
man is one of a distinct and superior order of beings, usually 
considers himself honoured by an affair of this nature, and 
makes it likewise a matter of profit. All proposals, in view 
of such a connection, mudt pass through the husband ; nor, it 
is affirmed, is there any hazard of wounding his delicacy, or 
awakening his resentment, whatever be his rank and respec- 
tability. The violated wife returns to the domestic roof with 
B 
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undiminished honour, and confines herself as rigidly wiiiiiB! 
the limits of her nuptial vow, as if this singular suspension m 
it had never taken place. 

In spite of the degradation indicated by the above customii 
the Kroo- women are rather superior to other native femalei^^ 
and seem to occupy a higher social position. The wife first 
married holds the piirae, directs the household affairs, and 
rules the other women, who labour diligently for the benefit 
of their common husband and master. Their toil constitates 
his wealth. It is usual for a man to live two, three, or four 
days, with each of his wives in turn. As old age advances, 
he loses the control of his female household, most of the meiSK 
bers oif which run away, unless he is wise enough to dispoSfr 
of them (as usage permits) to his more youthful relatives. M 
a Krooman of sixty or seventy often has wives in their teeii% 
it is not to be wondered at that they should occasionally shaW 
a disposition to rove. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Retum to MonroTia. San for Porto Praya. The Union Hotel. Reminit- 
ocncet of fiuonine at the Cape de Veids. FroUcf of Whalemen. Visit to the 
Island of St. Antonio. A dance. FertiUty of the Island. A Yankee clock- 
maker. A mountain ride. City of Poverson. Point de SoL Kindness of 
the women. The handsome commandant. A Portuguese dinner. 

August 14. — Passed near ^noe, a colonial settlement, but 
did not show our colours. An English merchant brig was at 
anchor* Our pOoi observed, that this settlement was not in 
a flourishiBg cimdition, because it received no great *^ resist' 
«nc«" teom the C(^Qnization Society. Of course, he meant to 
say, "msistanee;^^ but tiiere was an unintentional philosophy 
in the remark. Many plants thrive best in adversity. 

Ancboced at tiie river Sesters^ and sent a boat ashore. Two 
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csnoes paddled alongside^ and their head-men came on board. 
^One waa a beautifully formed man, and walked the deck with 
a picturesque dignity of aspect and motion. He had more 
the movement of an Indian, than any negro I ever saw. Two 
men -were left in each boat, to keep her alongside, and wait 
the movements of their master. They kneel in the boat, and 
sit on their heels. When a biscuit is thrown to them, they 
put it on their thighs, and thence eat it at their leisure. 

16. — Ashore at Monrovia. The buildings look dilapidated, 
and the wooden walls are in a state of decay. Houses of stone 
are coming into vogue. There is a large stone court-house, 
intended likewise for a Legislative Hall. What most interest- 
ed me, was an African pony, a beautiful animal, snow white, 
with a head as black as ebony. I also saw five men chained 
together, by the neck ; three colonists and two natives, with 
an overseer superintending them. They had been splitting 
stone for Government. 

A gun from the ship gave the signal for our return. Going 
on board, we got under way, and sailed for Porto Praya. 

20. — For four days, we have had much rain ; and I have 
seldom visited the deck, except when duty called me. For- 
tunately, Governor Boberts had lent me the report of the Com- 
mittee of Parliament, on the Western Coast of Africa, the 
perusal of which has aflforded me both pleasant and profitable 
occupation. It is an excellent work, full of facts, from men 
who have spent years on the coast. 

21. — ^Wind still favourable. The day is sunny, and all are 
on deck to enjoy the air. Damp clothes hang in the rigging 
to-day, and mouldy boots and shoes fill the boats. 

34. — We find ourselves again off the harbour of Porto 
Praya. I landed in quest of news, and heard of the death of 
Mr. Legare, and the loss of the store-ship, at this port. All 
bands were saved, but with the sacrifice of several thousand 
dollars' worth of property, besides the vessel. 
On approaching the shore, three flags jire observed to be fly- 
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ing in the town. One is the consular flag of our own nation^ 
another is the banner of Portugal ; and the third being blui^ 
white^ and blue^ is apt to puzzle a stranger^ until he reada^ 
Union Hotel, in letters a foot long. When last at PortaC 
Fraya, a few friends and myself took some slight re&eshm^it 
at the hotel, and were charged so exorbitantly, that we for- 
fswore all visits to the house in future. To-day, the keeper 
Btopt me in the street, and begged the favour of our patroirage. 
On my representing the enormity of his former conduct, he de- 
clared that it was all a mistake ; that he was the master of 
the hotel, and was unfortunately absent at the time. I wat 
pleased with this effrontery, having paid the exorbitant chargft 
into his own hands, not a month before. ^It is delightful^ ia 
these remote, desolate, and semi-barbarous regions, to meet 
with characteristics that remind us of a more polished and 
civilized land. 

The streets are hot and deserted, and the town more than 
ordinarily dull, as most of the inhabitants are out planting. 
The court has gone to Buonavista, on account of theunhealthi- 
ness of Porto Praya, at this season of the year. A few dozen 
scrubby trees have been planted in the large square, but; 
though protected by palings and barrels, have not reached the 
height of two feet. In the centre stands a marble monument, 
possibly intended for a fountain, but wholly destitute of water. 

25. — The boat went on shore again, and brought off the 
consul, and some stores. We then made sail, passing to the 
windward of all the islands, and reached our former anchorage 
at Porto Grande. 

28. — There are one barque and three brigs, all Amaican 
whalers, in the harbour of Porto Grande. They have been out 
from three to six months, and are here for water, bad though 
it be, and fresh provisions. Their inducements to visit this 
port, are the goodness of the harbour, and the smallness of the 
port charges, t^o consular fee has been paid until now, when, 
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an agent being appointed^ each vessel pays him a perquisite of 
fimr dollars. 

This ^oup of islands is chiefly interesting to Americans, as 
being the resort of our whale-ships, to refit and obtain sup- 
plies, and of other vessels trading to the coast of Africa. Little 
•was generally known of them, however, in America, until 
1832, -when a long-continued drought parched up the fields, 
destroyed the crops, and reduced the whole population to the 
verge of death, by famine. Not less than ten thousand did 
actually perish of hunger; and the remainder were saved only 
by the timely, prompt and bountiful supplies, sent out from 
every part of the United States. I well remember the thrill 
o€ compassion that pervaded the community at home, on hear- 
ing tliat multitudes were starving in the Cape de Verd islands. 
W^out pausing to inquire who they were, or whether en- 
titled to our assistance, by any other than the all-powerful 
claim of wretchedness, the Americans sent vessel after vessel 
laden with food, which was gratuitously distributed to the 
poor. The supplies were liberal and unremitted, until the 
rains returned, and gave the usual crops to the cultivators. 

Twelve years have passed since that dismal famine ; but the 
m^nory of the aid extended by Americans has not yet faded, 
nor seems likely to fade, from the minds of those who were 
succoured in their need. 1 have heard men, who were then 
saved, from starvation, speaking strongly and feelingly on the 
subject, with quivering lip and faltering voice. Women, like- 
wise, with streaming eyes, to this day, invoke blessings on the 
foreign land that fed their children, when there was no other 
eatltdy help. England, though nearer, and in more intimate 
eonnection with these islands, sent not a mouthful of food ; 
ai^d Portugal, the mother country, shipped only one or two 
small cargoes to be sold; while America fed the starving 
thousands, gratuitously, for months. Our consul at Porto 
Fraya, Mr. Gardner, after making a strong and successful ap- 
peal to the sympathies pf his gwn countrymen, distributed his 
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own stores to the inhabitants, nntil he was well-nigh beg^ 
gared. He enjoys the only reward he sought, in the approval 
of his conscience, as well as the gratitude of the commnnity; 
and America, too, may claim more true glory from this in- 
stance of general benevolence, pervading tHe country from one 
end to the other, than from any victory m our annals. 

29. — Ashore again. An ox for our ship was driven in from 
the mountains by three or four horsemen and as many dogs, 
who chased him till he took refiige in the water. A boat now 
put off J and soon overtaking the tired animal, he was tied se- 
curely. When towed ashore, one rope was fastened round hw 
horns, and another to his fore-foot, each held by a negro, while 
a third took a strong gripe of his tail. In this manner^ they 
led and drove him along, the fellow behind occasionally biting 
the beast's tail, to quicken his motions ; until at length ^ 
poor creature was made fast to an anchor on the beach, tiiers 
to await the butcher. 

There is here a miserable church, but no priest. Paswing 
the edifice to-day, I saw seven or eight women at their devo- 
tions. Instead of kneeling, they were seated with their chins 
resting upon their knees, on the shady side of the church. 

30. — The crews of the whale-ships, when ashore, occasioii- 
ally give no little trouble to the colonial police. This evening, 
one of their sailors came up to us, quite intoxicated, and 
bleeding from a hurt in his head. He was bent upon ven- 
geance for his wound, but puzzled how to get it; inasmuch 
as a female hand had done the mischief, by cutting his head 
open with a bottle. His chivalry would not allow him to 
strike a woman ; nor could he find any man who would ac- 
knowledge himself her relative. In this dilemma, he was 
raving through the little village, accompanied by several of his 
brother whale-men, mostly drunk, and ready for a row. The 3 
Portuguese officer on duty called 0!it the guard, consisting of 
two negroes with fixed bayonets, and caused them to march 
back and forth in the street. Fifty paces in the village would 
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bring tbem to the country ; when the detachment came to the 
right about^ and retraced its steps. These two negroes formed 
precisely jtwo-fifths of the regular militaiy force at Porto 
Grande; hui, besides this formidable host^ there are some 
IMriy officers and soldiers of the National Guards comprising 
all the negro population able to bear clubs. 

The women here have a peculiar mode of carrying children, 
-when two or three years old. The child sits as^de of the 
nK>ther'8 left hip^ clinging with hands and feet^ and partially 
supported by her left arm. This little personage being in a 
state of total nudity, and of course very slippery, this is doubt- 
less the most convenient method that could be adopted. 

The gait of the women is remarkably free and unembar- 
rassed. With no constraint of stays or corsets, and often in- 
nocent of any covering, the shoulders have full play, and the 
anns swing more than I have ever seen those of men in 
our own country. Their robes are neither too abundant, 
nor too tight, to prevent the exhibition of a very martial 
stride. The scanty clothing worn here is partly owing, but 
not entirely, to the warmth of the climate. Another cogent 
reason is the poverty of the inhabitants ; so, at least, I infer 
from the continual petitions for clothes, and from remarks like 
the following, made to me by a mulatto woman : — '' You very 
good man — ^you got plenty clothes — plenty shirt." 

September 3. — The Cornelia, of New Bedford, came in and 
anchored. She has been out fifteen months, and has only 
400barrelsof oil. 

4. — ^Left the ship in the launch on an expedition to the neigh- 
bouring island of St. Antonio ; being despatched by the Com- 
modore to procure information as to the facilities for anchor- 
ing ships, and obtaining water and refreshments. Our boat 
was sloop-rigged, and carried three officers, a passenger, and 
tenfmen. At 11 a. m., we "sheeted home," and stood out of 
the harbour with a fair breeze, and all canvass spread : but, 
within an hour, tixe wind freshened to a gale, and compelle d 
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08 to take in everything but a close reefed mainsail. The 
being rough, and the weather sqnally, onr boat took in mofo 
water than was either agreeable or safe, until we some'what) ( 
improved matters by constructing a temporary- forecastle of ■ 
tarpaulins. Finding it imposssible, however, to contend 
against wind and current, we bore up for an anchorage called 
Santa Cruz. This was formerly a notorious haunt for pirates ; 
but no vestige of a settlement remains, save the ruins of an 
old stone house, which may probably have been the theatre of 
wild and bloody incidents, in by-gone years. The serrated 
hills are grey and barren, and the surrounding country showa 
no verdure. Anchoring here, we waited several hours for the 
wind to moderate, and tried to get such sleep as might per« 
chance be caught in an unsteady boat. 

By great diligence in working against wind and current/ 
we succeeded in reaching Genella at 9 o'clock in the eveninip 
of the second day. Our mulatto pilot, Manuel Quatrin^ 
whistled shrilly through his fingers ; and, after a brief delay, 
the response of a similar whistle reached our ears from shore. 
A conversation wad sustained for some moments, by means of 
shouts to-and-fro in Portuguese ; a man then swam off to re- 
connoitre ; and, on his return, the people launched a canoe 
and carried us ashore, weary enough of-thirty-six hours' con- 
finement in an open boat. "We took up our quarters in the 
house of a decent negro, who seemed to be the head man of 
the village, and, after eating such a supper as the place could 
supply, sallied out to give the women an opportunity of pre- 
paring our beds. 

Meanwhile, the pilot had not been idle. Though a married 
man, and the father of six children, he was a gay Lothario, 
and a great favourite with the sex ; he could sing, dance, and 
touch the guitar with infinite spirit, and tolerable skill. Being 
well known in the village, it is not surprising that the arrival 
of so accomplished a personage should have disturbed the 
slumbers of the inhabitants. At ten o'clock, a dance was ar« 
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nnged before the door of one of tiie hats. The dark-skiimed 
maidexiB, requiring but little time to put on their ball-costome, 
came dropping in^ until, before midnight, there were thirty or 
forty dancers on foot. The figures were compounded of the 
contra-dance and reel, with some remarkable touches of the 
Mandingo balance. The music proceeded from one or two 
gui^Eurs, which, however, were drowned a great part of tiie 
time, by the dn^ing of the girls and the clapping of each in- 
dividnal pair of hands in the whole party. ' A calabash of sour 
wi]ie> munificently bestowed by a spectator, increased the fun, 
and it continued to wak" higher and more fbrious, as the night 
wore away. Our little pilot was, throughout, the leader 
o( the frolic, and acquitted himself admirably. His nether 
garments having received serious detriment in the voyage, he 
borrowed a large heavy pea-jacket, to conceal the rents, and 
in this garb danced for hours with the best, in a sultry night. 
Long before the festivity was over, my companions and my- 
self stretched ourselves on a wide bag of straw, and fell 
asleep, lulled by fhe screaming of tie dancers. 

The next inorning we were early on foot, and looked around 
us with no small interest. The village is situated at the point 
where a valley opens upon the shore. The sides of this vale 
are steep, and, in many places, high, perpendicular, and rocky. 
Every foot of e^rth is cultivated ; and where the natural in- 
clination of the hill is too great to admit of tillage, stone- 
walls are built to sustain terraces, which rise one over ano- 
ther like giant steps to the mountain-tops. It was the be- 
ginning of harvest, and the little valley presented an appear- 
ance of great fertility. Com, bananas, figs, guavas, grapes, 
orangesj sugar-cane, cocoa-nuts, and many other fruits and 
vegetables, are raised in abundance. The annual vintage in 
this and a neighbouring valley, appertaining to the same parish, 
amounts to about seventy-five pipes of wine. It is sour and 
unpalatable, not unlike hard-cider and water. When a culti- 
B 5 
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vator first tries his wine, it is a custom of the island for Mm 
to send notice to all his acquaintances, who invariably come 
in great force, each bringing a piece of salt-fish to keep hii 
thirst alive. Not unfrequently , the whole produce of the sea- 
son is exhausted by a single caroase. 

The people are all negroes and mulattoes. Male and female, 
they are very expert swimmers, and are often in the habit of 
swimming out to sea, with a basket or notched stick to bold 
their fish ; and thus they angle for hours, resting motionless on 
the waves, unless attacked by a shark. In this latter predica- 
ment, they turn upon their backs, and kick and splash until 
the sea-monster be frightened away. They appear to be a 
genial and pleasant-tempered race. As we walked through 
the village, they saluted us with " Blessed be the name of the 
Lord !" Whether this expression (a customary courtesy of ^ 
islanders) were mere breath, or proceeded out of the depfiiB 
of the heart, is not for us to judge ; but, at all events, heard 
in so wild and romantic a place, it made a forcible impression 
on my mind. When we were ready to depart, all the villagers 
came to the beach, with whatever commodities they were dis- 
posed to offer for sale ; a man carrying a squealing pig upon 
his shoulders; women with fruits and fowls ; girls with heavy 
bunches of bananas or bundles of cassada on their heads ; and 
boys, with perhaps a single egg. Each had something, and 
all lingered on the shore until our boat was fairly off. 

Five or six miles further, we landed at Paolo, where reside 
several families who regard themselves as the aristocracy of 
St. Antonio, on the score of being connected with Senor 
Martinez, the great man of these islands. Their houses are 
neatly built, and the fields and gardens well cultivated. They 
received us hospitably, principally because one of our party 
was a connection of the family. I was delighted with an ex- 
hibition of feeling on the part of an old negro servant-woman. 
She came into the parlour, sat down at the feet of our com- 
panion, embraced his knees, and* looked up in his face with a 
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coiintenaQce fall of joy, mingled with respect and confidence. 
We 8ai^ bat two ladies at this settlement. One was a matron 
with nine children ; the other a dark brunette^ very graceful 
and pleasing^ with the blackest eyes and whitest teeth in the 
world. She wore a shawl over the right shoulder and under 
the left arm, arranged in a truly fascinating manner. 

The poorer classes in the vicinity are nearly all coloured, 
and mostly free. They work for eight or ten cents a day, 
living principally on fruit and vegetables, and are generally 
independent, because their few wants are limited to the sup- 
ply. The richest persons live principally within themselves, 
and derive their meats, vegetables, fruits, wine, brandy, sugar, 
cofree, oil, and most other necessaries and luxuries, from their 
own plantations. One piece of furniture, however, to be seen 
in several of the houses, was evidently not the manufacture 
of the island, but an export of Yankee-land. It was the 
wooden clock, in its shining mahogany case, adorned with 
bright red and yellow pictures of Saints and the Virgin, to 
suit the taste of good Catholics. It might have been fancied 
that the renowned Sam Slick, having glutted all other mar- 
kets with his wares, had made a voyage to St. Antonio. Nor 
did they lack a proper artist to keep the machine in order. 
We met here a person whom we at first mistook for a native, 
so identical were his manners and appearance with those of 
the inhabitants; until, in conversation, we found him to be a 
Yankee, who had run away from a whale-ship, and established 
himself as a clock and watch-maker. 

After a good night's rest, another officer and myself left 
Paolo, early, for a mountain ride. The little pilot led the way 
on a donkey ; my friend followed on a mule, and I brought up 
the rear on horseback. We began to ascend, winding along 
the rocky path, one by one, there being no room to ride two 
abreast. The road had been cut with much labour, and, in 
some places, was hollowed out of the side of the cliff, thus 
forming a gallery of barely such height and width as to admit 
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the passage of a single horseman, and with alow wall of looser 
stpnes between the path and the precipice. At the other points^ 
causeways of small stones and earth had been built up, per^- 
haps twenty feet high, along the top of which ran the path. 
Oil looking at these places from some projecting point, it made 
us shudder to think that we had just passed, where the loosen- 
ing of a single one of those small stones might have carried 
us down hundreds of feet, to certain destruction. The whole 
Of the way was rude and barren. Here and there a few shrabB 
grew in the crevices of the rocks, or wild flowers, of an as- 
pect strange to our eyes, wasted their beauty in solitude ; and 
-ttie small orchilla weed spread itself moss-like over the face 
of the cliff. At one remarkable point, the path ran along tiie 
side of the precipice, about midway of its height. Above, the 
rock rose frowningly, at least five hundred feet over ourh^i<&. 
Below, it fell perpendicularly down to the beach. The roar of 
the sea did not reach us, at our dizzy height, and the heavy, 
surf-waves, in which no boat could live, seemed to kiss the 
shore as gently as the ripple of a summer-lake. This was the 
most elevated point of the road, which thence began to des- 
cend ; but the downward track was as steep and far more 
dangerous. At limes, the animals actually slid down upon 
their haunches. In other places, they stept from stone to stone, 
down steep descents, where the riders were obliged to lie 
backwards flat upon the cruppers. 

Over all these difficulties, our guide urged his donkey gaily 
and unconcernedly. As for myself, though I have seen plenty 
of rough riding, and am as ready as most men to follow, if not 
to lead, I thought it no shame to dismount more than once. 
The rolling of a stone or the parting of a stirrup, girth, or 
crupper, would have involved the safety of one's neck. Nor 
did the ^ery common sight of wooden crosses along the path, 
indicating sudden death by accident or crime, tend to lessen 
the sense of insecurity. The frequent casualties among these 
precipitous paths, together with the healthfulness of the cli- 
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ms^, have made it a proverb^ that it is a natural death, at St. 
Antonio^ to be dashed to pieces on the rocks. Bat such was 
not our fate. We at length reached the sea-shore, and rode 
for a mile along the beach to the city of Poverson, before en- 
terins^ which metropolis, it was necessary to cross a space of 
lev^ sandy ground, at out two hundred yards in extent* 
Here tiie little pilot struck his heels into the side of his don- 
key, and dashed onward at a killing pace ; while mule and 
horse followed hard upon his track, to the great admiration of 
ragamuffins, who had assembled to witness the the entree of 
ihe ^sUDgmfihed party, 

Poverson is the capital of the island, and contains about two 
tk^msand inhabitants, who, with few exceptions, are people of 
colonr. The streets are crooked and narrow, and the hoases 
mie^n. We called upon the military and civil Governors, and, 
aitet accepting an invitation to dine •wiih the former, lefb the 
place for a farther expedition. Passing over a shallow river, 
in which a number of womem and girls were washing clothes, 
we ascended so steep a hill as to oblige us to dismount, and from 
the summit of which we had a fine view of the rich valley be- 
neath. It is by far the most extensive tract of cultivated land 
that we have seen in the island, and is improved to its utmost 
capacity. We thence rode three miles over a path of the same 
description as before, and arrived at the village and port of 
Point-de-Sol. The land about this little town is utterly bar- 
ren, and the inhabitants are dependent on Poverson for food, 
with the exception of fish. A custom-house, a single store, a 
church, and some twenty houses of fishermen, comprise all the 
notable characteristics of the principal seaport of the island. 

It was a part of our duty to make an examination of the 
harbour, for which purpose we needed a boat. Two were 
hauled up on the beach; but the smallest would have required 
the power of a dozen men to launch her ; — whereas, the fisher- 
men being absent in their vocation, our party of three, and a 
big boy at the store, comprised our whole available masculine 
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strength. The aid of woman, however, is seldom sought i 
vain ; nor did it fail us now. Old and young, matron and 
maid, they all sallied forth to lend a hand, and with sudi 
laughing and screaming as is apt to attend feminine effortsj 
enabled us to launch the boat. In spite of their patois of bad 
Portuguese, we contrived to establish a mutual understanding. 
A fine, tall girl, with a complexion of deep olive, clear, large 
eyes, and beautifully white and even, stood by my side ; and, 
like the Ancient Mariner and his sister's son, we pulled toge- 
ther. She was strong, and, as Byron says, "lovely in her 
strength." This difficulty surmounted, we rowed round the 
harbour, made our examination, and returned to the beach, 
where we again received the voluntary assistance of to 
women, in dragging the boat beyond the reach of the waves. 
We now adjourned to the store, in order to requite their kind- 
ness by a pecuniary ofiering. Each of our fair friends received 
twoiarge copper coins, together equal to nine cents, and were 
perfectly satisfied, as well they might be — for it was the price 
of a day's work. Two or three individuals, moreover, " turned 
double comers," and were paid twice ; and it is my private 
belief that the tall beauty received her two coppers three times 
over. 

After a lunch of fried plantains and eggs, we rode back to 
Poverson. On the way, we met several persons of both sexes 
with burdens on their heads, and noticed that our guide fre- 
quently accosted them with a request for a pinch of snuff. 
With few exceptions, a horn or piece of bone was produced, 
containing a fine yellow snuff of home-manufacture, which, 
instead of being taken between the thumb and finger, was 
poured into the palm of the hand, and thence conveyed to the 
nose. Arriving at the city, we proceeded at once to the house 
of the Commandant, and in a little time were seated at dinner. 

Our host was fitted by nature to adorn a far more brilliant 
position than that whicli he occupied, as the petty commander 
pf a few coloured soldiers, in a little island of the torrid zone. 
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He was slightly made, but perfectly proportioned, with a 
face of rare beauty, and an expression at once noble and 
pleasing. His eyes were large, and full of a dark light; his 
black hair and moustache were trimmed with a care that 
sbowed him not insensible of his personal advantages ; as did 
likewise his braided jacket, fitting so closely as to set off his 
fine figure to the best effect. His manners were in a high 
d^free x)olished and graceful. One of the guests, whom he 
had invited to meet us, Understood English ; and the conver- 
sation was sustained in that lang^uage, and in Spanish. The 
dmner was cooked and served in the Portugniese style; it 
went off very pleasantly, and was quite as good as could be 
expected at the house of a bachelor, in a place so seldom 
visited by strangers. Each of the Portuguese gentlemen gave 
a sentiment, prefaced by a short complimentary speech ; and 
our party, of course, reciprocated in little speeches of the 
same nature. The Commandant did not fail to expreis the 
gratitude due from the people of the Cape de Verd islands to 
America, for assistance in the hour of need. Time did not 
permit us to remain long at table, and we took leave, highly 
delighted with our entertainipent. 

Mounting again, we rode out of town more quickly thkn 
we had entered it. A sergeant was drilling some twenty negro 
soldiers in marching and wheeling. His orders were given in 
a quick, loud tone, and enforced by the occasional application 
of smart blows of a rattan to the shoulders of his men. Sus- 
pecting that the blows fell thicker because we were witnesses 
of his discipline, it seemed a point of humanity to hasten for- 
ward ; especially as the approach of night threatened to make 
our journey still more perilous than before. After riding about 
three miles, we met two well-dressed mulatto women on 
donkeys, accompanied by their cavaliers. Of course, we 
allowed the ladies Jo pass between us and the rock ; a matter 
of no slight courtesy in such a position, where there was a 
very comfortable hazard of being justled headlong down the 
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precipice. We escaped^ however^ and spnrringr on^Rraid 
through the gloom of night, passed unconscioasly over several 
rough spots where we had dismounted in the morning. The 
last mile of our mountain-ride was lighted by the moon ; and,- 
as we descended the last hill, the guide gave a shrill whistle, 
to which the boat's crew responded with three cheers for onr 
return. 

A good night's rest relieved us of our fatigue. The follow- 
ing morning, with a fair breeze and a six hours' sail, we 
reached our floating-home, and have ever since entertained 
the mess-table with the "yam" of our adventures; until now 
the subject is beginning to be worn thread-bare. But, as ilie 
interior of the island of St. Antonio is one of the few regions 
of the earth as yet uncelebrated by voyagers and tourists, I 
cannot find in my heart to spare the reader a single sentence 
of the foregoing narrative. 



CHAPTER V. 

Arrival of the MaoedonUn. Return to 'the Coast of Africa. Emigrants to 
Liberia. Tornadoes. Maryland ^in Liberia. Nature of its GovemmeDtr 
Perils of the Bar. Mr. Russwurm. The Grebo Tribe. Manner of dis- 
posing of their Dead. 

September 9. — Weighed anchor, and stood out to sea. At 
8 o'clock A. M., made the frigate Macedonian. She saluted 
the broad pennant, and both ships bore up for Porto Grande, 
where we anchored, and read the news from home. 

1 1 . — The Commodore left the ship, and hoisted his broad 
pennant on board the Macedonian. 

\^- — Sailed at 6 o'clock p.m , for Porto Praya. 

17. — ^Anchored at Porto Praya, where we find the Decatur, 
which arrived yesterday, after a passage of forty-five days 
from Norfolk. 
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2%. — Sailed in the evening for ihe coast. 

OoiobeT 7.— Off Cape Mount. 

8,— Ashore at Monrovia. It being Sanday, we attended the 
Vleiliodidt Church. Mr. Teage, editor of the Liberia Herald^ 
^reached an appropriate and well-written discourse, on occa- 
sion of admitting three men and a woman to church-member- 
ship. One of the males was a white, who had married a 
coloured woman in America, and came out to the colony with 
Mr. M, Donongh's people some time ago. His wife being dead, 
be has married another woman of colour, and is determined 
to live and die here. 

10. — Dined with the Governor. Visited the house of a poor 
zolonist^ a woman with two children and no husband. She 
endeavours to support her family by washing. Two or three 
otiier women of the neighbourhood dropped in. It is said that 
the proportion of female emigrants to males is as three and a 
half to one. Unless it be expected that these woman are to 
work in the fields, it is difficult to imagine how they are to 
earn a subsistence. A little chance washing and sewing, not 
enough to employ one in ten, is all they have to depend upon. 
The consequence is, that every person, of even moderate 
means of living, has two or three woman to feed and clothe. 
They do not need their services, but cannot let them starve. 
This is one of the drawbacks upon Colonization. 

Even the able-bodied men are generally unfit for promoting 
the prosperity of the colony. A very large proportion of them 
are slaves, just liberated. Accustomed to be ruled and taken 
care of by others, they are no better than mere children, as 
respects the conduct and economy of life. In America, their 
clothes, food, medicines, and all other necessaries, have been 
furnished without a thought on their own part ; and when sent 
to Liberia, with high notions of freedom and exemption from 
labour (ideas which with many are synonymous), they prove 
totally inadequate to sustain themselves. I perceive, in Colo- 
nization reports, that the owners of slaves frequently offer 
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to liberate them, on condition of their being sent to Libem; 
and that the Society has contracted debts, and embauuMMJ 
itself in various ways, rather than let such offers pass. In. n| 
opinion, many of the slaves, thus offered, are of little valiie 
the donors, and of even less to the cause of Colonization. Bei^ 
to discriminate carefully in the selection of emigrants, tim 
to send out such numbers of the least eligible class, to become 
burdens upon the industrious and intelligent, who mig^ 
otherwise enjoy comfort and independence. Many a colomst, 
at this moment, sacrifices his interest to his humanity, and 
feels himself kept back in life by the urgent claims of co0h 
passion. 

The Society allows to new emigrants provisions for MX 
months. After that period, if unable to take care of themselvw, 
they must either starve, or be supported by the charitaHt 
Fifty young or middle-aged men, who had been accustoiMl 
to self-guidance, in America, would do more to promote tte 
prosperity of the colony, than five hundred such emigrants as 
are usually sent out. The thievish propensity of many of tte 
poor and indolent colonists is much complained of by the ior 
dustrious. On this account, more than any other, it is difi^cult 
to raise stock. The vice has been acquired in America, aad 
is not forgotton in Africa. 

13. — A rainy morning. Last night we were all roused from 
sleep by the sea coming into the starboard air-ports. We of 
the larboard side laughed at the misfortune of our comrades, 
and closed our own ports, without taking the precaution to 
screw them in. Half an hour afterwards, a very heavy swell 
assailed us on the larboard, beat in all the loose ports, and de- 
luged the rooms. I found myself suddenly awakened and 
cooled by a cataract of water pouring over me. Out jumped 
the larboard sleepers, in dripping night-gear, and shouted 
lustily for lights, buckets, and swabs; while the starboard 
gentlemen laughed long and loud, in their turn. 

14. — Sailed for the leeward. 
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17. — Beautiful weather. This afternoon all hands were 
Milled to shorten sail, in those earnest, startling tones, which 
ire prompted by the sense of danger alone. Every man 
sprang to his station with the instinctive readiness of disciplined 
seamen. The idlers were all on deck, and looked about for the 
cause. Had a man fallen overboard ? No ! Nor was there 
any particular appearance of a squall. But the earnest gaze 
of ttie commander and a passenger, towards the shore, drew 
all eyes in the same direction ; and, behold ! a smoke was seen 
rising from the land, which had been mistaken for the cloud 
that precedes the tornado. It is necessary to prepare for many 
blows that do not come. In the tornado-seasons (which may 
be estimated at four or ^ve weeks, about the months of March 
and November), there are frequent appearances of squalls, 
soiaetimes as often as twice or thrice in twenty-four hours . 
The horizon grows black, with very much the aspect of a 
thundershower in America. Generally, the violence of the 
wind does not equal the apprehensions always entertained. 
We could have carried rojrals through nineteen out of twenty 
of the tornadoes that assailed our ship; but the twentieth 
might have taken the sticks out of us. The harmless, as well 
as the heavy tornadoes, have the same black and threatening 
aspect. They usually blow from the land, although once, 
while at anchor, we experienced one from seaward. 

19. — Anchored at Cape Palmas. This colony is independent 
of Liberia proper, and is under the jurisdiction and patronage 
of the Maryland State Colonization Society. Its title is Mary- 
land in Liberia. The local government is composed of an agent 
and an assistant agent, both to be appointed by the Society at 
home, for two years ; a secretary, to be appointed by the agent 
annually; and a vice-agent, two counsellors, a registrar, a 
sheriff, a treasurer, and a committee on new emigrants, to be 
chosen by the people. Several minor officers are appointed by 
the agent, who is entrusted with great powers. The judiciary 
consists of the agent, and a competent number of justices of 
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the peace^ who are appointed by him^ and two of whom ipt^ 
gether with the agent^ constitute the Supreme Court. A singla, 
justicQ has jurisdiction in small criminal cases^ and in all cbnL 
cases where the claim does not exceed twenty dollars. 
" Male coloured people, at twenty years of age, are entitled to 
vote, if they hold land in their own right, or pay a tax of one 
dollar. Every emigrant must sign a pledge to support the 
constitution, and to refrain from the use of ardent spirits, ex- 
cept, in case of sickness. By a provision of the constitution, 
emigration is^ never to prohibited. 

Our boat attempted to land at some rocks, just outside of 
the port, in order to avoid crossing the bar ; but as the tide 
was low, and the surf troublesome, we found it impractible* 
I hate a bar ; there is no fair play about it. The long rollers 
come in from the sea, and, in consequence of the shallowness 
of the water, seem to pile themselves up so inevitably to ovce- 
whelm you, unless you have skilful rowers, a good helmsmaiif 
and a lively boat. At one moment, your keel, perhaps, touches 
the sand ; the next, you are lifted upon a wave and borne 
swiftly along for many yards, while the men lie on their oars 
or only pull an occasional stroke, to keep the boat's head right. 
Now they give way with a will, to escape a white-crested 
wave that comes trembling and roaring after them ; and now 
again they cease rowing, or back water, awaiting a favourable 
moment to cross. Should you get into a trough of the sea, you 
stand a very pretty chance to be swamped, and have your boa* 
rolled over and over upon its crew ; while, perchance, a hungry 
shark may help himself to a leg or arm. 

Pulling across this ugly barrier, we landed at the only whar* 
of which the colony can boast. There is here a stone ware-. 
house, but of no great size. In front of it lay a large log, 
some thirty feet long, on which twelve or fourteen full grown 
natives were roosting, precisely like turkeys on a pole. They 
are accustomed to sit for hours together in this positiom 
resting upon their heels. A girl presented us with a note, in- 
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fbrmmg all whom it might concern, that Mrs. wonld 

do 0ar washing ; bat, as the ship's stay was to be short, we 
femed our attention to — ^the cattle, of which a sccwe or two 
were feeding in the vicinity. They are small, but, having been 
acclimai^d, are sleek and well-conditioned. As I have before \ 
obseyrved, it is a well-established fact, that all four-footed \ 
emigrants are not less subject to the coast fever than pipeds. I 
Horses, cattle, and even fowls whether imported or brought / 
from the interior to the coast, speedily sicken, and often die. / 

I dined with Mr. Busswurm, the colonial agent, a man of 
distinguished ability and of collegiate education. He gave me 
some monkey-skins and other curiosities, and favoured me, 
with much information respecting the establishment. The 
mean temperature of the place is eighty degrees of Fahrenheit, 
which is something less than that of Monrovia, on account of 
its being more open to the sea. The colony comprises six 
hundred and fifty inhabitants, all of whom dwell within four 
miles of the Cape. Besides the settlement of Harper, siffeuated 
on the Cape itself, there is that of Mount Tubman (named in 
honour of Mr. T. of Georgia), whidi lies beyond Mount 
Vai^fhan, and three and a half miles from Cape Palmas. There 
is no road to the interior of the country, except a native path. 
The agent, with a party of twenty, recently penetrated about 
seventy miles into the Bush, passing through two tribes, and 
coming to a third, of large numbers and strength. The king 
of the latter tribe has a large town, where many manufactures 
are carried oto, such as iron implements and wooden furniture of 
various kinds. He refused Mr. Busswurm an escort, alleging 
that there was war, bat sent. his son to the coast, to see 
the blacJcwhite people and their improvements. 

A large native tribe, the Grebo, dwells at Cape Palmas in 
the midst of the colonists. Their coi^cal huts, to the number 
of some hundreds, present the most interesting part of the 
scene. Opposite the town, upon an nninhabited island at no 
great distance^ the dead are exposed; clad in their best apparel; 
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and famished with food, cloth, crockery, and other articlefl. 
A canoe is placed over the body. This island of ttie dead is 
called by a name, which in the plainest of English, signified 
" Go-to-Hell ;" a circumstance which seems to imply veryf 
gloomy anticipations as to the fate of their deceased brethren,-" 
on the part of these poor Grebos. As a badge of mourning, 
they wear cloth of dark blue, instead of gayer colours. Dark 
blue is universally, along the coast, the hue indicative of 
mourning. 

The Fishmen, at Cape Palmas, as well as at most o^ear 
places on the coast, refuse to sell fish to be eaten on board of 
vessels, believing that the remains of the dead fish will frighten 
away the living ones. 

21. — Sailed at 5 o'clock a.m., with a good wind, and an- 
chored at Sinoe at 6 p.m. * 



CHAPTER VI. 

Settlement of Sinoe. Account of a murder l>y the natives. Arrival at Monrovia* 
Appearance of the town. Temperance. Law-suits and Pleadings. Expedi- 
tion up the St. Paul's river. Remarks on the cultivation of sugar. Proq^ects 
of the coffee-culture In Liberia. Desultory observations on agriculture. 

October 22. — At Sinoe, Mr. Morris, the principal man of 
the settlement, came on board, in order to take passage wiA 
U8 to Monrovia. He informs us that there are but seventy- 
two colonists here at present, but that nearly a hundred are 
daily expected. Such an accession of strength is much needed ; 
for the natives in the vicinity are powerful, and not very 
friendly, and the colony is too weak to chastise them. Our 
appearance has caused them some alarm. This is the place 
where the mate of an American vessel was harpooned, some 
months since, by the Fishmen. We shall h<^d a palaver about 
it, when the Commodore joins na. 
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We left ^noe at 7 o'clock, p.m. 

23. Mr. Morris has been narrating the circnmstances of the 
anrder of the American mate^ at Sinoe, in reference to which 
re are to " set a palaver." " Palaver," by-the-by, is proba- 
ly a corruption of the Portuguese word, " Palabra." As used 
y the natives, it has many significations, among which is that 
»f an open quarrel. To '' set a palaver," is to bring it to a 
iual issue, either by talking or fighting. 

The story of the murder is as follows. A fishman agreed to 
^o down the coast with Captain Burke, who paid him his 
wages in advance; on receiving which, the fellow jumped 
[>verboard, and escaped. The captain then refused to pay the 
sums due to two members of the same tribe, unless the first 
BhoQld refond the money. Finding the threat insufficient, he 
endeavoured to entice these two natives on board his vessel, 
by promises of payment, but ineffectually. Meanwhile, the 
mate going ashore with a colonist, his boat was detained by 
the natives, dnring the night, but given up the next morning, 
at the intercession of the inhabitants. The mate returned on 
board, in a violent rage, and sent a sailor to catch a Fisl^nan, 
on whom to take vengeance. But the man caught a Tartar, 
and was Inmself taken ashore as prisoner. The mate and 
cook then went out in a boat, and were attacked by a war- 
canoe, the men in which harpooned the cook, and stripping 
the mate naked, threw him overboard. They beat the poor 
fellow off, as he attempted to seize hold of the canoe, and, 
after torturing him for some time, at length harpooned him in 
the back. Captain Burke, having but oae man and two pas- 
sengers left, made sail, and got away as fast as possible. 

2S. — Arrived at Monrovia, where we find the Porpoise, with 
six native prisoners on board, who were taken at Berebee, as 
being concerned in the murder of Captain Farwell and his 
crew, two years ago. To accomplish their captiire, the Por.- 
poise was disgoised as a barque, with only four or five men 
vmUe on de<^^ and these in Scotch caps and red shirts^ so as 
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to resemble the crew of a merchant-veBsel. The first c«M& 
approached, and Prince Jumbo stepped boldly up the hri^^ 
side, but started back into his boat, the moment that he sa 
the guns and martial equipment on deck. 'The Kroompsi 4)f 
the Porpoise, however, jumped into the water and upset tiie 
canoe, making prisoners of the four natives whom it contained. 
Six or eight miles further along the coast, the brig being onfltarj 
sail, another canoe came off with two natives, who were lite- 

. wise secured. The Kroomen begged to be allowed to kill ^le 
prisoners, as they were of a hostile tribe. 

28.— Leaving the ship in one of our boats, pulled by Ktm* 
men, we crossed the bar at the mouth of the Mesurado, aad i& 
ten minutes afterwards, were alongside of the colonial wlnzf. 
Half-a-dozen young natives and colonists issued from a smi^ 
house to watch our landing; but their curiosity was less ai- 
tmsive and annoying, than would have been that of tiie saaae ' 
number of New York boys, at the landing of a foreign manrol' 
war's boat. On our part, we looked around us with the in- 
terest which e^n common-place objects possess for. ihotie, 
whose daily.<sp^tacle is nothing more varied thim the sea imd 
sky. Even the most ordinary shore-scenery becomes capti- 
vating, after a week or two on shipboard. Two colonists 
were sawing plank in the shade of the large stone store*hoiHie 
of the colony. Ascending the hill, we passed the printing- 
office of the Liberia Herald, where two workmen were prinft- 
ing the colonial laws. The publication of the newspaper had 
been suspended for nearly three months, to enable them to ac- 
complish work of more pressing importance. Proceeding on- 
ward, we came to the Governor's house, and were received 
with that gentleman's usual courtesy. The house is w^ fur- 
nished, and arranged for a hot climate ; it is situated near ike 
highest point of the principal street, and conunands from its 
piazza a view of most of the edifices in Mcmrovia town. 

^ The fort is on the highest ground in the village, one hun- 
dred feet above the sea ; it is of stone, triangular in shape^ 
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and has a good deal the appearance of an American pound for 
cattle^ but is substantial, and adequate for it» intended pur* 
poees. From this point, the street descends in both directions. 
Abomt fifty houses are in view. First, the Goyemment Honse, 
opposite to which stand the neat dwellings of Judge Benedict 
and Doctor Day. Further on, you^ perceive the largest house 
in-^ite village, erected by Rev. Mr. Williams, of the Methodist 
mission. On the right is a one-story brick house, and two or 
three wooden ones. A laige stone edifice, intended for a 
Court-House and Legislative Hall, has recently been com-* 
pleted. The street itself is wide enough for a spacious pas- 
ture, and affords abundance of luxuriant grass, l^ough which 
ma two or three well-trodden foot-paths. Apart from the 
village, on the Cape, we discerned the light-house, the base of 
which is about two hundred feet above the sea. 

We dined to-day at the New Hotel. The dinner was ill« 
cooked (an unpardonable fault at Monrovia, where good 
cooks, formerly in the service of our southern planters, might 
be «i|4po8ed to abound), and not served up in proper style. 
But there was abundance to eat and drinff. Though the 
keeper of the house is a clergyman and a temperance-man, 
ale, porter, wine, and cherry-brandy, are to be had at fair 
prices. Three years ago, a tavern was kept here in Monrovia 
by a Mr. Cooper, whose handbill set forth, that *' nothing was 
more repugnant to his feelings than to sell ardent spirits*' — 
but added — ^' if gentlemen wiU have them, the following is 
tiie price." Of course, after such a salvo, Mr. Cooper pocketed 
the profits of his liquor-trade with a quiet conscience. He 
used to tell me that a little brandy was good for the " sug- 
gestion;" but I fear that he made, in his own person, too 
large a demand upon its suggestive properties ; for his house 
is now untenanted and ruinous, and he himself has carried his 
tender conscience to another settlement. 

30. — Went ashore in the second cutter. The Kroomen ma* 
c 
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naged her so bnnglingly^ that^ on striking the beadb^ ifm 
swung broadside to the sea. In this position^ a waVe roQid 
into her^ half-filled the boat^ and drenched us from head fo 
foot. Apprehending that she would roll over upon us, aod 
break our limbs or backs, we jumped into the water, and 
waded ashore. 

While in the village, I visited the Court House, to hear fb» 
trial of a cause involving an amount of eight hundred dollank 
Governor Boberts acted as judge, and displayed a great deal 
Of dignity in presiding, and much wisdom and good sense in 
his decision. This is the highest court of the Colony. There 
are no regularly educated lawyers in Liberia, devoting theoi- 
selves exclusively to the profession ; but the pleading seem 
to be done principally by the medical faculty. Two Doctofs 
were of counsel in the case alluded to, and talked of Gok^ 
Blackstone, and Kent, as learnedly as if it had been the buttr 
ness of their lives to unravel legal mysteries. The pleadings 
were simple, and the arguments brief, for the judge kept them 
strictly to the point. An action for slander was afterwards 
tried, in which the damages were laid at one hundred dollars. 
One of the medico-juris-consults opened the cause with an 
appeal to the feelings, and wrought his own sensibilities to 
such a pitch as to declare, that, though his client asked only 
ibr one hundred dollars, he considered the jury bound in con- 
science to give him two. The Doctor afterwards told me that 
he had walked eighty miles to act as counsel in this court. A 
tailor argued stoutly for the defendant, but with little suc- 
cess ; his client was fined twenty dollars. 

On our return, a companion and myself took passage for the 
ship in a native canoe. These little vessels are scooped out of 
a log, and are of even less size and capacity than the birch- 
canoes of our Indians, and so light that two men, using each 
a single hand, may easily carry them from place to place. 
Our weight caused the frail bark to sit so deep in the water, 
that, before reaching the ship, we underwent ano^er drench^ 
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feg. Three ichangres of linen in one day are altogether too 
expemAve and troublesome. 

November 1. — Went up the St. PauPs river on a pleasure 
excursion, with the Governor, and several men of lesser note. 
We touched at the public farm, and found only a single man 
in charge. The sugar-cane was small in size, was ill-weeded, 
and, to my eye, did not appear flourishing. The land is ap- 
parently good and suitable, but labour is deficient, and my 
impressions were not favourable in regard to the manner of 
cultivation. The mill was exposed to the atmosphere, and 
the kettles were full of foul water. We landed likewise at 
New greorgia, a settlement of recaptured Africans. There 
wag here a pretty good appearance, both of people and farms. 
We called also at Caldwell, a rich tract of level land, of which 
a space of about two miles is cultivated by comfortable and 
happy-looking colonists. A very pleasant dinner was fur- 
nished by the Governor at what was once a great slave sta- 
tion, and the proprietor of which is still hostile to the colo- 
uists, and to both English and Americans, for breaking up 
the trade. We saw several alligators. One of them, about 
three feet in length,, lay on a log, with his moutii wide open, 
catching flies. 

From the whole course of my observation, I cannot but feel 
satisfied that the colonists are better off here than in America. 
They are more independent, as healthy, and much happier. 
Agriculture will doubtless be their chief employment, but, for 
years to come, the cultivation of sugar-cane cannot be carried 
to any considerable extent. There are many calls upon the 
resources of the Colonization Society and the inhabitants, 
more pressing, and which promise a readier and greater re- 
tam. A large capital should be invested in the business, in 
order to render it profitable. The want of a steam-mill, to 
grind the cane, has been severely felt. Ignorance of the most 
appropriate soil, and of the most productive kind of cane, and 
ttgtert|ftgtjjjj» of planting and grinding it; bare likfwi^^ 
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contributed to retard the cultivation of sugar. But the gr^M 
difficulty is the want of a ready capital, and the high price <bf 
arbour. The present wages of labour are from sixty to seveirtj^ 
five cents per day. The natives refuse to work among Ifie 
canes, on account of the prickly nature of the leaves, and the 
liritating property of a gum that exudes from them. Yet it 
may be doubted whether the colony will ever make sugar to 
any important extent, unless some method be found to s^ppfy 
native labour to that purpose. Private enterprise is no toon 
successful than the public efforts. A plantation has bettt 
commenced at M illsburg, and prosecuted with great diligenO^ 
but with no auspicious results. Sugar has been made, indeed, 
but at a cost of three times as much, per pound, as woilM 
have purchased it. 

Hitherto, the plantations of Coffee- trees have not succeeded 
well. Coffee, it is true, is sometimes exported from Liberm^ 
and doubtless the friends of Colonization drink it with greti 
gusto, as an earnest of the progress of their philanthropic 
work. The cup, however, will be less grateful to their taste, 
when they learn that nearly all this coffee is procured at the 
islands of St. Thomas and St. Prince's, in the Bight of BeuBS, 
and entered as the produce of Liberia, ad captandum. Hie 
same game has been played in England, by entering their 
coffee as from Sierra Leone or Gambia, to entitle it to the 
benefit of the lower daties on colonial produce. But the 
English custom-house officers are now aware of the deception, 
and the business is abandoned. 

The mode of forming a coffee-plantation is simply to go into 
the woods (where the tree abounds), select the wild cofibe 
tree, and transport it into the prepared field. The indigenoim 
coffee-tree of Liberia produces fruit of a superior quality, 
larger and finer flavoured, than that of the West Indies. Bat 
the cultivation, I think, is conducted upon wrong principleisr 
Instead of having large plantations, with no other vegetaWeir 
on the land, let every man intermingle a few coffee-trees witli 
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tfai0 conif cassada, and other vegetables in his garden or fields, 
lliese few tree8> having the benefit of the hoeing and manuring 
hsetowed on the other crops^ will produce much more abund- 
antly and with less trouble^ than by separate culture. In 
fact^ after setting out the trees^ there will be no trouble^ ex- 
cept i^at of gathering and preparing the berries for market. 
Ib ^liis burning climate^ the shade afforded by the tree will be 
beneficial to most vegetables. 

. The want of success> hitherto, in the cultivation of coffee^ 
has been attributed by some to the custom of transplanting 
^UQ trees from the forest^ instead of raising them from seed. 
The colonial Secretary is now making trial of the latter 
Bi^i^od, He has several thousand young trees in his nursury^ 
and will soon be able to test the comparative efficiency of the 
different systems. Not improbably^ the cultivation of seedlings 
may be found preferable to that of transplanted trees ; but^ in 
my opinion, the great obstacle to success has been the de- 
ficiency of care and proper manuring. In order to bear well, 
ixees require to have the ground enriched and kept free from 
weeds. Failing this, the plant often dies, and never flourishes 
so well as in its native woods. The inhabitants of Liberia, 
have not the means of bestowing the requisite care upon the 
cnliivation of coflfee, on an extended scale ; and I say boldly 
iiiat large plantations, in that region, cannot compete with 
those of Brazil and the West Indies, where the plantations are 
well-stocked, and cultivated by slave-labour. Free labour in 
Africa will not soon be so cheap as that of slaves in other coun- 
tries. Even in Cuba, the planters can barely feed themselves 
and their slaves, by the culture of coffee. How, then, can it 
be made profitable in Liberia, where labour commands so high 
a j^ce, and is often impossible to be procured ? 
■ As incidental, however, to other branches of agriculture, cof- 
fee may be advantageously raised. The best trees are those 
seen in gardens, where, from ten or twelve, more berries are 
gathered than from hundreds in a plantation. A single tree, 
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m the garden of Colonel Hicks, is said to haveprodacedaisp* 
teen pounds at a gathering ; and I hare seen several very &A 
trees in a similar situation. Fifty or a hundred trees, wdf 
selected, and properly distributed through the fields, would 
yield several hundred pounds of coffee, which, being gathered 
and dried by the women and children, would be gratuitous as 
regards the cost of labour. Thus, the coffee-culture, in Libe^ ^ 
ria, must be considered far more eligible than that of sa^ar; 
inasmuch as the latter requires a large capital and extensive 
operations, while the former succeeds best on a very modentte 
scale. 

Judge Benedict has probably bestowed more attention on 
this business, than any other person in Liberia. He is a man (A 
excellent sense and information, and has the means to carry oijt 
his views, as well as the patriotism to exert himself for the ad- 
vantage of the commonwealth. With these qualifications, K 
has employed five or six years in the experiment of raising 
coffee, and thus far, with little success, although his plantatioH 
comprises some thousands of growing trees. In the spring of 
1841, he made presents, to myself and four officers, of genuine 
-Liberian coffee, in small native bags, containing two or fliree 
pounds each. The Judge is'still giving away little bags of the 
same kind ; but I do no yet learn that his crop is more than 
sufficient for his own use, and for distribution as specimens ; 
certainly, it is not so abundant as to render the sale of it an ob- 
ject. As for the plantation itself, I must confess that it ap- 
peared to me more flourishing three years ago, than at present- 
Most of the trees, on the spot originally planted, are dead, and 
the rest in a sickly condition , while the most thriving trees 
are to be seen on the lower and damper land adjacent, wliicti; 
at my former visit, was covered with a dense forest. Beyond 
a doubt, the coffee-tree is as well adapted to this soil and cli- 
mate as to these of Cuba, and produces a larger and better fla- 
voured berry; but I repeat my opinion, that the Liberian, 
hiring labourers at sixty cents a day, cannot compete with the 
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I Weflt Indian, who has his hundreds of slaves already paid for; 
and his trees growing in well-weeded land. The mere feed* 
ingr, I might abnost say, of a dozen labourers in Liberia, will 
cost more than all the coffee they raise would re-imbnrse, at 
the Cuba prices. 

The cultivation of rice is universal in Africa. The nativei 
never neglect it, for fear of famine. For an upland crop, th » 
rice-lands are turned over and planted in March and April. In 
September and October, the rice is reaped, beaten out, and 
cleaned for market or storing. The lowland crop, on the con« 
trary, is planted in September, October, and November in 
marshy lands, and harvestedin March and ApriL Lands will 
not produce two successive crops without manuring and plougl|« V 
ing. ^M^t twft hnMhrtljEMlffnifl are sown to the a^pe; and ] 
^be crop, on the acre of upland, is about ;^rt y bushels, and / 
fi'*>nafQrigUift^r^^;|five^^ The rice is / 

transported to market on the backs of Saves, packed in 
bundles of about three feet long and nine inches in diameter* 
The wrappers are made of large leaves, bound together by 
cords of bark. The load is sustained by shoulder-straps, and 
by a band, passing round the forehead of the bearer. ^^ 

Cassada is a kind of yam, and sends up a tall stalk, wiial 
light green leaves. It has a long root, looking like a piece of 
wood with the brown bark on; the interior is white and 
mealy, rather insipid, but nutritious, and invaluable as an ar« 
tide of food. It is raised from the seed, root, or stem ; the 
latter being considered preferable. Its yield is very great. 
In six monlhs, it is fit to dig, and may be preserved fifteen 0|r 
eighteen months in $b ground, but ceases to be eatable in 
three or four days after being dug. Tapioca is manufisictnred j 
from this root. y^ 

Indian com is planted in May and harvested in September ; 
or, if planted in July, it ripens in November and December. 
Sweet potatoes constitute one of the main reliances of tiie co-> 
lonists ; they are raised from seeds, roots or vineif^ but most 
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cmcceBsfhlly from the latter. The season of planting is in Blay, 
or Jnne^ and the crop ripens four months later. FlantainB and 
bananas are a valuable product; they are propagated from 
suckers^ which yield a first crop in a year. The top is cut 
down, and new stalks spring from the root. Ground nuts afie 
the same article peddled by old women at our street-comersy 
nnder the name of pea-nuts ; so called from the close resem- 
blance of the bush to the tops of the sweet pea. This nul'^ 
nsed in England for making oil. The Cocoa is a bulbous root 
of the size of a tea-cup, and has some similarity to the artist, 
choke. Pine-apples, small, but finely flavoured, grow wild io,^ 
the woods, and are abundant in their season. 

In concluding these very imperfect and miscellaneous obser- 
vations on the agriculture and products of Liberia, it may b^ 
remarked that the farmer's life and modes of labour are c|j^^ 
ferent from those of the same class, in other countries ; inan^. 
muih as there is here no spring, autumn, or winter. The yea^ , 
is a perpetual summer ; therein, if in nothing else, resemblinip^ 
the climate of the original Paradise, to which men of all co-^ 
lours look back as the birth-place of their species. The ctd- 
ture of the soil appears to be emphatically the proper occupa-,, 
tion of the Liberians. Many persons have anticipated making , 
money more easily by trade; but, being unaccustomed tp » 
commercial pursuits, and^possessiog but little capital, by far 
the greater number soon find themselves bankrupt, and bur- 
dened with debt. With these evidences of the inequality, on 
their part, of competition with vessels trading on the coast, 
and with the established tifaders of the colony, the inhabitantsj. 
are now turning their attention more exclusively to agriculture. 
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CHAPTER VII, 

High dittteter of Gorenor Roberts. Siupectod Sltrtr. Diiitt on Am*. 
Vaeta and remarks rdative to the slave trade. British philanthropy. Orifia- 

^atl ctost of a slave. Anchor at Sinoe. Peculiarities and distinctive charao- 
tertities ofthe Fishmen and Boshmen. The King of AppoUonia. Religion 
And morality among the nattves. Infliienoe of the women. 

November 3. — Ashorb, botanizing. In this region, where all 
iAie plants are strange^ and many of them beaatilal, it is easy 
wcwkto form a collection. With a Kroo-boy to carry my 
book. I cut leaves and flowers as they came to hand. 

4t. — Governor Roberts, General Lewis, and Doctor Day, dined 
W161 tn in the ward-room. The Governor is certainly no or- 
dinary person. In every situation, as jadge, roler, and private 
gentleman, he snstains himself creditably, and is always nn- 
exdeptionable. His deportment is dignified, quiet, and sensi- 
ble. He has been tried in war as well as in peace, has seen a 
good share of fighting, and has invariably been cool, brave, 
and successful. He is a native of Virginia, and came from 
thence in 1828. The friends of Colonization can hardly ad- 
duce a stronger argument in favour of their enterprise, than 
that it has redeemed such a man as Governor Roberts from 
servitude, and afforded him the opportunity (which was all he 
needed) of displaying his high natural gifts, and applying 
them to the benefit of his race. 

To-night we had a Eroo-dance on the forecastle. It was 
an uncouth and peculiar spectacle, characterized by singing, 
stamping, and clapping of hands, with a great display of 
agility. National dances might be taken as no bad standard 
of the comparative civilization of different countries. A grace- 
folly quiet dance is the latest flower of high refinement; 

6. — Two vessels descried standing in ; and bets were five 

to one that they were the Macedonian and Decatur. It 
c 5 
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proved otherwise ; they were a British gun-brig and Frenc 
merchant-schooner. 

8. — It has been raining for three days^ almost incessanti} 
No Maced<mian yeti 

10.— Dinfed 6h shore. Out captaih and fird Offldfer^, fi 
master and surgeon ot* an llnglish merchantman^ and ihe qap 
tain of the French schooner, were of the party. It was 
pleasant dinner. The conversation turned principally upcw 
the trade and customs of the coast. The slave-trade ^ 
freely discussed ; and the subject had a peculiar interest, tin 
der the circumstances, because this identical Frenchman, a 
table with us, is suspected to have some connection with i\ 
It is merely a surmise. The French captain speaks a liftl 
English ; but, after dinner, as a matter of courtesy, we ij 
adopted his native language. Our friend Colonel Hicks, t 
usual, did most of the talking; he is as shrewd, agreeable, aiii 
instructive a companion, as may often be met with in an] 
society. ^ 

The dinner-conversation, above alluded to, suggests soini 
remarks in reference to the slave-trade. There is great dis 
crepancy in the various estimates as to the number of slav( 
annually exported from Africa. Some authorities rate it i 
high as half a million. Captain Bosanquet, R. N., estimate 
that fifteen thousand are annually sent to the West Indies 
and a greater number to Arabia, all of which are from Portu- 
guese settlements. He affirms that the trade has increased 
very much between the years 1832 and 1839, and particularly 
in the latter part of that period ; an effect naturally conse- 
quent upon the great number of captures made by the English 
cruisers. A trader, for instance, contracting to introduce a 
given number of slaves into Cuba, must purchase more on the 
coast to make up for those lost by capture. Captain Brod- 
head, another British officer, says that the number of slaves 
carried off is grossly exaggerated, and that the English papers 
told of thousands being shipped from a port, where he lay at 
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anchor during the period indicated, and for fifty daya hefore 
and afterwards ; in all which time, not a slave vessel came 
in sight. Doctor Madden states, that, daring his residence 
in Cuba, the number of slaves annnally imported was twenty-* 
five thoosand. Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton calls it one hun- 
dred and fifteen thousand I Her Majesty's Commissioners say 
tiiat the number is as well known as any other statistical 
point, and that it does not exceed fifteen thousand. The slavey 
trade rose to a great height in 1836, owing principaUy to tiie 
high price of colonial produce. I was in Caba in that year, 
and witnessed the great activity that prevailed in baying ne- 
groes, and f ormmg plantations, especially those of sugar. The 
prices have since fallen, and the slave-trade decreased, on the 
plain principle of political economy, that the demand regulates 
Ihe supply. 

The English cruisers are doubtless very active in the pur- 
suit of vessels engaged in this traffic. The approbation o{ 
government and the public (to^ay nothing of £6 head mone^' 
for every slave recaptured, and the increased chance of pro-' 
motion to vacancies caused by death) is a strong inducement >^ 
to vigilance. But, however benevolent may be the motives 
that infiuence the action of Great Britain, in reference to the 
slave-trade, there is the grossest cruelty and injustice in carry- 
ing out her views. Attempts are now being made to transport 
the rescued slaves in great numbers to the British West India 
islands, at the expense of government. It is boldly recom- 
tnended, by men of high standing in England, to carry them 
all hither at once. The effect of such a measure, gloss it over 
as you may, would be to increase the black labour of the 
British islands, by just so much as is deducted from the num- 
ber of slaves, intended for the Spanish Or Brazilian possessions, 
"The sure cure for the slave-trade," says Mr. Laird, "is in 
our hands. It lies in producing cheaper commodities by free 
labour, in our own colonies." And, to accomplish this desir- 
able end, England -will seize upon the liberated Africans and 
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la&d them in her West India. islands^ with the alteniative {^ 
adding their toil to tha amount of her colonial laboor^ or ■«(• 
perishing by. starvation. How much better will their coaai*>i 
tion be, as apprentices in Trinidad or Jamaica, than as sla^ei^..^ 
in Cuba? Infinitely more wretched! English philanilirc^- 
cuts a very suspicious figrure, when, not content with neglects 
ing the welfare of those whom she undertakes to protect^ the- 
thus attempts to made them subservient to national aggrtib*; 
''dizement. The fate of the rescued slaves is scarcely betler 
than that of the crews of the captured slave-vessels; T%i9. 
latter are landed on the nearest point of the African .coasif 
Where death by starvation or fever almost certainly awaH^* 
tiiem. 

I am desirous to put the best construction possible on iSim' 
conduct as well of nations as of individuals, and never to eB<•^ 
;ertain that cold scepticism which explains away all generosifp 
Vnd philanthropy on motives of selfish policy. But it is difl^* 
cult to give unlimited faith to the ardent and disinterestedi/ 
/esire professed by England, to put a period to the slave-trade; 
y^f sincere, why does she not, as she readily might, induce 
Spain, Portugal, and Brazil, to declare the traffic piratical ?- 
And again, why is not her own strength so directed as to give." 
the trade a death-blow at once? There are but two places 
between Sierra Leone and Accra, a distance of one thouaaod 
mUes, whence slaves are exported. One is Gallinas ; the other 
New 8esters. The English keep a cruiser off each of these 
rivers. Slavers run in, take their cargo of human flesh and 
blood, and push off. If the cruiser can capture the vessel, the^ 
captors recdve £5 per head for the slaves on board, and the 
govermnent has more "emigrants" for its West India posses-^ 
sions. Now, were the. cruisers to anchor at the mouths of. 
tiiese two rivers, the slavers would be prevented from putting 
to tea with their cargoes, and the trade at those places be- 
inevitably stoppei. But, in this case, where would be the head- 
money and the emigrants? 
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It has been asserted tiiai the colcmists of Libma favour the 
dave^trade. This is not true. The only places where Ihe 
uviBc is carried od^ north of the line, are in the neighbourhood 
of tiie most powerfal English settlements on the whole coast ; 
while even British aathority does not pretend that the vicinity 
of tiie American colonies is polluted by it. Individnals among 
the colonists, unprincipled men, may, in a very few instances, 
firota love of gain, have given assistance to slavers, by sup- 
plying goods or provisions at high prices. But this must have 
been done secretiy, or the law would have taken hold of them. 
Slavers, no donbt, have often watered at Monrovia, bnt never 
when their character was known. On the other hand, tiie 
slave stations at St. PanPs river, at Bassa, and at Jonk, have 
uadeniably been broken up by liie presence of the colonists. 
Even if destitute of S3rmpathy for fellow-m^i of their own race 
and hue, and regardless of their deep stake in the preservation 
of ^their character, the evident fact is, that self-interest would 
prompt the inhabitants of Liberia to oppose the slave-trade in 
their vicinity. Wherever the slaver comes, he purchases large 
quantities of rice at extravagant rates, thus curtailing the 
supply to the colonist, and enhancing the price. Moreover, 
the natives, always preferring the excitement of war to the 
labours of peace, neglect the culture of the earth, and have no 
camwood nor palm-oil to offer to the honest trader, who con- 
sequently finds neither buyers nor sellers among them. 

The truth is, the slave-traders can dispense with assistance 
from tiie Liberian colonists. They procure goods, and every- 
"ttung necessary to their trade, at Sierra Leone, or from any 
^iglish or American vessel on the coast. If the merchantmen 
tnd a good market for their cargoes, they are satisfied, what- 
ever be the character of their customers. This is well under- 
stood and openly avowed here. The English have no right to 
taunt the Americans, nor to claim higher integrity on their 
own part. They lend precisely the same indirect aid to the 
traffic that the Americans do, and furnish everything except 
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vessels, which likewise they would supply, if they could biuUL 
them; It is the policy of the English ship-masters on ^ 
coast ,to represent the Americans as engaged in the slare^ 
trade ; for, if by such accusations, they can induce British or 
American men-of-war to detain and examine the fair trader^ 
they thus rid themselves of troublesome rivals. 

The natives are generally favourable to the slave- 
It brings them many comforts and luxuries, which the 1| 
timate trade does not supply. Their argument is, 
'^ if a man goes into the Bush and buys camwood, he mask 
pay anotlier to bring it to the beach. But if he buy a 
slave, this latter commodity will not only walk, but bring It 
load of camwood on his back." All slaves exported are BaBb:f 
men, many of whom are brought from two or three hundr^ 
miles in the interior. The Fishmen and Kroomen are tlp^ 
agents between the slave-traders and the interior tribes. Thqr 
will not permit the latter to become acquainted with tbe 
white men, lest their own agency and its profits should cease. 
A slave, once sold, seldom returns to his home. If tran- 
sported to a foreign country, his case is of course hopeless ; 
and even if recaptured on the coast, his return is almost im- 
possbile. His home, probably, is far distant from the sea. 
It can only be reached by traversing the territories of four or 
tve nations, any one of whom would seize tiie hapless stranger, 
and either consign him to slavery among themselves, or 
send him again to a market on the coast. Hence, those re- 
captured by the English crusiers are either settled at Sierra 
Leone, or transported to some other of the colonies of Great 
Britain. 

The price paid to the native agents, for a full grown male, 
slave, is about one musket, twelve pieces of romauls, one cut- 
lass, a demijohn of rum, a bar of iron, a keg of ^jowder, and 
ten bars of leaf-tobacco, the whole amounting to the valae of 
from thirty to thirty-five dollars. A female is sold for about a 
quarter less ; and boys of twelve or thirteen command only 4 
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Inusket and two pieces of romanls. Slave-vessels go from 
Savana with nothing but dollars and doubloons. Other ves- 
sels go out with the above species of goods, and all other re- 
quisite for the trade. The slaver buys the goods on the coast, 
pays for them with specie, and lands them in payment for the 
slaves, money being but little used in traffic with the natives. 
.;13. — The Decatur arrived this evening, after a passage of 
thirty days from Porto Praya. She left the Macedonian on the 
way, the winds being light, the current adverse, and the 
frigate sailing very badly. 
17. — The Macedonian arrived. 

Coming off from town, to-day, I took a canoe with a couple 
of Eroomen, who paddled down the river, till we arrived at 
a narrow part of the promontory. On touching the shallows, 
one of the Kroomen took me on his back to the dry land. The 
two picked up the canoe, carried her across the cape, perhaps 
a hundred yards, and launcl^ed her, with myself on board, 
through the heavy surf. 

21. — Sailed at daylight for Sinoe, leaving the Macedonian 
and Decatur, an American ship and barque, an English brig, 
and two Hamburg vessels, at anchor. 
25. — Anchored at Sinoe at noon. 

26. — Ashore. Visited Fishtown, a well-built native village, 
containing probably four hundred inhabitants. It is within 
about two hundred yards of the colonial dwellings. The peo- 
ple ^re said to have committed many depredations upon the 
colonists ; and .there is an evident intention of driving them 
off. This is the tribe with which we are to hold a palaver. 
There are two grand divisions of native Africans on the 
, Western Coast, the Fishmen and the Bushmen ; the latter be- 
ing the inhabitants of the interior ; and the former comprising 
all the tribes along the sea-shore, who gain a subsistence by 
fishing, trading between the Bushmen and foreign vessels, and 
labouring on shipboard. The Kroomen, so often mentioned, 
are in some respects a distinct and separate people ; although 



d by Google 



^4^ JOUIUefAL OF AN 

a large proporidon^ probably nine-tentha of those bearing fia^ 
nome^ are identical with Fishmen. The latter are general]^j| 
treacherous and deceitfal ; the Eroomen are much morehoneilyf 
but still are not to be trusted without reserve and discrin^i^, 
nation. ^i 

The government of these people, and of the natives genow^ 
ally, is nominally monarchical, but democratic in substasQ&j 
The regal office appears to be hereditary in a family, but noil^ 
to descend according to our ideas of lineal succession. 'Sbe^-t 
power of the king is greatly circumscribed by the privilege* 
which every individual in the tribe possesses, of calling a palav^. -r 
If a man deems himself injured, he demands a full discustt^a.^* 
of his rights or wrong, in presence of the rulers and ttie tribe*/^ 
The head-men sit in judgment, and substantial justice is g^^d 
e rally done. There are persons, celebrated for iiieir powers 
and copiousness of talking, who appear as counsel in behalfif 
of the respective parties. The more distinguished of these ad-h 
vocates are sometimes sent for, from a distance of two ervv 
three hundred miles, to speak at a palaver ; and, in such cases, 
they leave all other employment, and hurry to the scene qf 
action. 

It would appear that, on other parts of the coast, or farther . 
in the interior, the native kings possess more power and as-^ 
same greater state, than those who have come under my no- 
tice. The King of Appollonia, adjoining Axim Territory, is 
said to be very rich and powerful. If the report of bis nearest 
civilized neighbour, the Governor of Axim, is to be credited 
this potentate's house is furnished most sumptuously in the 
European style. Gold cups, pitchers, and plates, are used at 
his table, with furniture of corresponding magnificence in alj 
the departments of his household. He possesses vast trea- . 
sures in buUion and gold dust. The Governor of Dixcove in- 
formed me, that,~"ab6ut fSTTf^years ago, he accompanied an 
English expedition against Appollonia, which is still claimed ^ 
by England, although their fort there has been abandoned. On 



d by Google 



AFBIOAN CBV7I8KB. 6$ 

ihekt apfHToach^ the King fled^ and left them masten of tiie 
pllu^ Borne of the English soldiers opened the •epwlchre of 
ifai^Sing^ last deceased^ and took away an unknown affiant 
of gold. Afterwards, by order of the Governor, the remain- 
der was taken from the grave, amounting to several hundred 
doUaiB. Together with l^e treasure, numerous articles had 
be^i buried, such as a knife, plate, and cup, swords, guns, 
clofii, goods of various kinds, and, in short, everything that 
the dead king had required while alive. There were also four 
skeletons, two of each sex, buried beneath the royal coffin. 
It k said that sixty victims were sacrificed on the occasion of 
the fimeral, of whom only the most distinguished were allowed, 
even m death, to approach their master so nearly, and act as 
hitf 'immediate attendants in the world of spirits.. The splen- 
domr of an African funeral, on the Gold Coast, is unparalleled. 
It is customary for. persons of wealth to smear the corpses of 
of ^eir friends with oil, and then to powder them with gold- 
digrt from head to foot, so as to produce the appearance of 
Ibronzed or golden statues. 

The present King of Appollonia deposited six hundred 
ounces of gold about ten thousand dollars) with the Governor 
of C^ Coast Castle, as security for his good behaviour. His 
cellar is well supplied with rare wines, which he offers liberally 
to strangers who land at his residence. All these circum- 
stances, and his barbaric magnificence, indicate a far different 
coMUHon fbom that of the native Kings in the vicinity of 
Liberia, who live simply, like their subjects, on vegetables and 
fish, and one of whom was proud to array himself in a cast-off 
gannent of my own. Their wealth consists not in gold, plate, 
or bullion, but in crockery and earthenware. Not only the 
Kings, but all the rich natives, accumulate articles of his kind 
until their dwellings resemble warehouses of crockery. Per- 
h^ fifty white wash-bowls, with as many pitchers, mugs, 
Bud plates, may be seen around the room ; and when these 
utensils become so numerous as to excite th^ envy of the tribe. 
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the ownera are said to bary them in the earth. In the ^ 

of King Glass (so named^ I presume^ from the transpareailf 
of his character)^ t noticed the first indications of a taste ISj 
the Fine Arts. Seventy coarse coloured engravings^ glaaej 
and framed^ were suspended on the wall; and^what wasm^ 
curious^ nearly all of them were copies of the same prin^i^ 
portrait of King William the Fourth. 

It is to be desired that some missionary should give an ao* 
count of the degree and kind of natural religion among the Bt* 
tive tribes. Their belief in the efficacy of sassy-wood to &^ 
cover guilt or innocence^ indicates a faith in an inyisiUe 
Equity. . Some of them, however, select the most ridicukiMf 
of animals, the monkey, as their visible sjrmbol of the l>ei^| 
or, as appears more probable, they stand in spiritual awe of 
him, from an idea that the souls of the dead are again embo^kl 
in this shape. Under this impression, they pay a kind of "Wtt- 
ship to the monkey, and never kill him near a burial-place; aal 
though, in other situations, they Mil and eat him, they mt 
deavour to propitiate his favour by respectful language, anS 
the use of charms. Other natives, in the neighbourhood of 
Gaboon, worship the shark, and throw slaves to him to be 
devoured. 

On the whole, their morality is superior to their religi(»— 
at least, as between members of the same tribe — although <3iey 
scarcely seem to acknowledge moral obligations in respect to 
strangers. Their landmarks, for instance, are held sacied 
among the individuals of a tribe. A father takes his son, and 
points out the " stake and stones" which mark the boundary 
between him and his neighbour. There needs no other regis^ 
try. Land pass from sire to son, and is sold and bought wi& 
as undisputed and secure a title as all our deeds and formalin 
ties can establish. But, between different tribes, wars fre- 
quently arise on disputed boundary questions, and in consa' 
quence of encroachments made by either party. ^^Land- 
palavers" and " Women-palavers" are the great causes of war. 
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'ferBcity ueems to be the virtue most indiscriminately prac- 
tised, as well towards the stranger as the brother. The na- 
tives are cautious as to the accuracy of the stories which they 
promulgate, and seldom make a stronger asseveration than 
" 1 tink he be true !" Yet their consciences do not shrink from 
the nse of falsehood and artifice, where these appear expedient. 
The natives are not insensible to the advantages of educa- 
tion. They are fond of having their children in the families of 
colonists, where they learn English, and the manners of civi- 
lized life, and get plenty to eat. Probably the parents hope, 
in this way, to endow their offspring with some of the ad- 
vantages which they suppose the white man to possess over 
the coloured race. So sensible are they of their own inferio- 
rity, that if a person looks sternly in the face of a native, when 
abont to be attacked by him, and calls out to him loudly, the 
chances are ten to one that the native runs away. This effect 
is analogous to that which the eye of man is said to exert on 
the fiercest of savage beasts. The same involuntary and sad 
acknowledgment of a lower order of being appears in their 
whole intercourse with the whites. Yet such self-abasement 
is scarcely just; for the slave-traders, who constitute the 
specimens of civilized man with whom the natives have 
hitherto been most familiar, are by no means on a par with 
tiiemselves, in a moral point of view. It is a pity to see such 
awful homage rendered to the mere intellect, apart from truth 
and goodness. 

It is a redeeming trait of the native character, so far as it 
goes, that women are not wholly without influence in the pub- 
lic councils. If, when a tribe is debating the expediency of 
going to war, the women come beneath the council-tree, and 
represent the evils that will result, their opinion will have 
great weight, and may probably turn the scale in favour of 
peace. On the other hand, if the women express a wish that 
ihei/ were men, in order that they might go to war, the war- 
riors declare for it at once. It is to be feared, that there is an 
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innate fierceness even in the gentler eex^ which makes 4beij| 
as likely to give their voices for war as for peace, ft \a^ 
feminine office and privilege, on the African coast, to tor^rati 
prisoners taken in war, by sticking thorns in their flesh, mi 
in various other modes, before they are put to death. The in- 
fortunate Captain Farwell underwent three hours of tortOri^' 
at the hands of the women and children. So, likewise, ^ 
the mate of Captain Burke's vessel, at Since. 

The natives are very cruel in their fights, and spare nei£»r 
age nor sex; they kill the women and female children, ftsf 
they should be the mothers of future warriors, and the Ikt^i 
lest they should fight hereafter. If they take prisoners, it fc 
either to torture them to death, or to sell them as slaves. 'Jib 
Fishmen have often evinced courage and obstinacy in war^ 
was the case in their assaults upon the Liberian settleii^ a 
the heroic age of the colony, when Ashman and his assocml 
displayed such warlike ability in defeating them. The B^u^ 
men are as cruel as the former, but appear to be more cowwF 
ly. I have heard the Rev. Mr. Brown, himself an actor in ol 
scene, relate the story of the fight at Heddington, in wU^ 
three colonists, assisted by two women, were attacked at 
daybreak by five hundred natives, many of whom were armed 
with muskets. Zion Harris and Mr. Demery were the marksmen, 
while the clergyman assumed the duty of loading the guns. Tlie 
natives rushed onward in so dense a crowd, that almost eveiy 
bullet and buckshot of the defenders hit its man. The besieged 
had but six muskets, one hundred cartridges, and a few chaiges 
of powder. Their external fortifications consisted only of a 
slight picket-fence, which might have been thrown down in an 
instant. But fortunately, when there were but three dharges 
of powder left in the house, a shot killed Gotorap, the chief of 
Ihe assailants, at whose fall the whole army fled in dismay* 
One of the trophies of their defeat was the kettle which tb^ 
had brought for the purpose of cooking l^e missionaries, and 
holding a can»il?al feiust. The battle-field is poetically termed 
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the b^d of honour : but the bravest man might be excused for 
shripkiDg from a burial in his enemy's stomach! Poetry can 
make nothing of such a fate. 

Rude and wretched as is the condition of the natives^ it has 
been affirmed that many of the Liberian colonists have mingled 
with them; and preferred their savage mode of life to the habits 
of civilization. Only one instance of the kind has come to my 
personal knowledge. "We had on board, for two or three 
months, a party of Kroomen, among whom was one, dressed 
like the rest, but speaking better English. Being questioned, 
he said that he had Idkmed English on board of merchant- ves- 
sels, where he had been employed for several years. We took 
tlds y.oung man into the ward-room, where he worked for 
three months, associating chiefly with the Kroomen on deck, 
speaking their language, and perfectly resembling them in his 
appearance and general habits. About the time of discharging 
him, we discovered that he was a native of North Carolina, 
had resided many years in Liberia, but, being idle and vicious, 
had finally given up the civilized for the savage state. His 
real name was Elijah Park ; his assumed one, William Henry. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

PaURrwr at Sinoe. Ejectment of a Horde of Fishmen. Palavor «* SAttra ic.t.'oo. 
UTS* Sawyer. Objections to the Marrige of Misdoiiaries. A Centipede. 
Arrival at Cape Palmas. Rescue of the Sassy Wood-Drinker. Hostilitiet 
iMtween the Natives and Colonists. 

November 27. — At Sinoe. The settlement here is in a poor 
condition. The inhabitants are apparently more ignorant and 
lazy than the colonists on any other part of the coast. Yet 
^ have a beautiful and fertile situation. 

28. — The Macedonian and Decatur arrived. Governor 
Roto^rt»> and other persons of authority and distinction among 
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the colonists, were passengers, in order to be present at ^ 
intended palaver. 

29. — At 9 A. M., thirteen boats left the different ships, amafi^ 
and having about seventy-five marines on board, besides IM 
sailors. Entering the river, with flags flying and mufifeets, 
glittering, the boats lay on their oars until all were in a Iffle^ 
and then pulled at once for the beach, as if about to charge * 
hostile battery. The manoeuvre was handsomely executel, 
and seemed to give great satisfaction to some thirty coloiuitf 
and fifty naked natives, who were assembled on the bead'. 
The officers and marines were landed, and formed in line,*mider 
the direction of Lieutenant Rich. The music then struck up, 
while the Commodore and Governor Roberts stept ashore^ aod 
the whole detachment marched to the palaver-house, wtW^' 
on this occasion, was the Methodist Church. 

The Conmiodore seated himself behind a small table, -wioA 
was covered with a napkin. The officers, with GoverMT 
Roberts and Doctor Day, occupied seats on his right, and fli 
native chiefs, as they dropped in, found places on the left, ff 
the latter fell short of us in outward pomp and martial arnqr^ 
they had certainly the advantage of rank, there being «hoat 
twenty kings and headmen of the tribes among them. GoVeamux 

oberts opened the palaver in the Commodore's name, infonn- 
]ug the assembled chiefs, that he had come to talk to them aboHt 
tfee slaughter of the mate and cook, belonging to Cap<»m 
Biid?e'f vessel. Jim Davis, who conducted the Palaver on the 
part of the natives, professeJ io know nothing of the matter, 
the chiefs present being Bushmen, whereas the party concerned 
were Fishmen. After a little exhibition of diplomacy, Davii 
retired, and Prince Tom came forward and submitted to aa 
examination. His father is king of the tribe of Fishmen, im* 
plicated in the killing of two men. The prince denied any 
personal knowledge on the subject, but observed that the deed 
had been done in war, and ihsit the tribe were not respcmsiiile* 
When afidied where Nippoo im (a chirf known to have tato 
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aleading part in the affiray), he at first professed ignorance^ bnt^ 
on being hard pressed^ offered to go and seek him. He was in- 
Swrmed, however, that he could not be permitted to retire, but 
most produce Nippoo on the spot, or be taken to America. 

The council went on. The depositions of three colonists 
were taken, and the facts in the case brought out. They were 
substantially in accordance with the narrative already given 
ia this Journal ; and, upon full investigation. Captain Burke 
was decided to have been the aggressor. The proceedings of 
tte Fishmen had been fierce and savage, but were redeemed 
by a quality of wild justice, and exhibited them altogether in 
a better light than the white men. 

This affair being adjusted, the business of the palaver might 
be eonsidered at an end, so far as the American squadron had 
anyunmediate connection with it. But there were points of 
importance to be settled, between the natives and the colonists. 
^ was the interest of the latter, that the Fishmen, residing 
in the neighbourhood of the settlement, should be ejected from 
fbeiT land^ which would certainly be a very desirable acquisi- 
tiMi to the emigrants. It seems, that the land originally be- 
longed to the Sinoe tribe, whose head-quarters are four miles 
uiland. Several years ago, long before the arrival of the emi- 
grants, this tribe gave permission to a horde of Fishmen to oc- 
cupy the site, but apparently without relinquishing their own 
property in the soil. Feeble at first, the tenants wore a friendly 
demeanour towards their landlords, and made themselves use, 
ful, until, gradually acquirmg strength, they became insolent- 
and assumed an attitude of independence. Setting the interior 
feibe, of whom they held the land, at defiance, these Fishmen 
pit an interdict upon their trading with foreigners, except 
through their own agency. Eight or ten years ago, however, 
tiie inland natives sold the land to the Colonization Society, 
Bolject to the incumbrance of the Fishmen's occupancy, during 
good behaviour; a condition which the colonists liiiewise 
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pledged themselves to the Fishmen to observe, onless ih» 8^* 
duct of the latter should nullify it. 

For the last two or three years, the settlement at ^aoe, 
being neglected by the Mississippi Society, under whose pt* 
tronage it was established, has dwindled and grown weite 
in numbers and spirit. The Fishmen, with their characteri^ 
audacity, have assumed a bolder aspect, and, besides consM^ 
ting many depredations on the property of the colonists, have 
murdered two or three of their number. The murderers,- # a 
true were delivered up by the tribe, and punished at the ^ib- 
cretion of the Monrovian authorities ; but the colonists at'Slsoe 
felt themselves too feeble to redress their lighter wrongs, wsA 
therefore refrained from demanding satisfaction. Aboofi^'t 
month since, an addition of sixty new emigrants was made-'^ 
the seventy, already established there. Considering l^mscSves 
now adequate to act on the offensive, they determined ioM^ 
off the Fishmen. In this purpose they were confirmed hy1Si6 
Monrovian government ; and it was a part of the govemof'fe 
business, at the palaver, to provide for its execution. 

Governor Roberts exhibited much sagacity and dipl(MBitic 
shrewdness in accomplishing his object. It was obrfos^ 
important to obtain the assistance of the Bushmen, in expeffisg 
and keeping away theFishmen. They, ho wever, were uftwil- 
ling to take part in the matter, alleging their fears as an ex- 
cuse ; although it might probably be a stronger reason, Hiat 
they could trade more advantageously with merchant-vesseU 
through the medium of the Fishmen, than by the agency of tift 
colonists. But the interposition of the American Commodore, 
and the affair of the murder, afforded the Governor the advim- 
tage of mixing up that question with the colonial one ; so as to 
give the natives the impression that everything was done at 
the instance and under the authority of our armed force. Hiis 
vantage-ground he ^Ifully made use of, yet not withotit its 
being perceived, by the nalive politicians, that ike questidii of 
expelling the Fishmen was essentially distinct from that of the 
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amvder of CaptainBaTke's seamen. Davig the i n tef p reter^ and 
one of the headmen of the Smoe tribe, inquired why the Com- 
^modore did not first talk his palaver, and thai the Governor in 
torn talk his. It did not soit his excellency's views to answer ; 
and the qaestion was evaded. By this ingenions policy, the 
Bosla&en were induced to promise their aid in ridding the set- 
tlement of its troublesome neighbours ; while the Blshmen, 
ov^nwed by the presence of a force friendly to ihe colonists, 
Bubmitled to the expulsion with a quietude that could not, 
Boder any circumstances, have been expected. Doubtless, 
they had forfeited their claim to the land by non-observance of 
the CMiditions on which they held it ; yet, in some points, the 
afiEbir had remarkably the aspect of a forcible acquisition of 
tenrUcHy by the colonists. 

No Ume was lost in carrying the decree of the palaver into 
exeeution. Apprehending hostilities from the squadron, the 
Fishmen had already removed most of their property, as well 
AS their women and children, and had evacuated the town. 
Governor Roberts, Mr. Brown, Doctor Day, late government 
agent, togetiier with a few colonists, repaired to the place and 
directed its demolition. This was partially effected by the na- 
tives, of "Mrhom some hundreds from the interior were present 
They cut down and unroofed many of the dwellings ; and the 
GoveruOT left directions to bum every house, if the Fishmen 
abould attempt to re-occupy the town. This wild horde, 
therefore, may be considered as permanently ejected from the 
ground which they beld^n so singular a tenure ; and thus ter- 
minated an affair which throws a strong light on many of the 
characteristics of the natives, and likewise on the relations be- 
tween them and the emigrants. 

Ikeember 3.^We, sailed, at two o'clock a.m., for Sattra 
Kroo, fifteen nules down the coast. Anchored at eleven a.m. 
A boat being sent ashore, brought news of the death of Bfr. 
Sawyer, the missionary. He left a wife, now the only white 
persoB at the place« 
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^ qf p^wn Brpwii, iDftnt^p of m 4ll9^if^ TMOl in 

ftfdfmf niid #g]M to mr ti^ b!iUpc]c9, font f)i0)^, fod fW 
|^^l4i pr % vfdoje ibereqf, t|9 CfH^n Qrowm 9^ for^Hiar l« 
j^^rn^t 14qi p) tr^ withotti pfiyim»ttt of Urn wwil '^Ml^r 

llp|llenn^|;oii||^ppllfit; w^«Mp^opto<M»%b«itM9l3nfllj 
pp9t iiMKiUiereiM;; a^ tiie fii^t ii» p^rppYN^ (liSI9|r«iK9P, M 

pined pn fhora. Mm. $9m}ffsf pvw^ »^ tho I^Mii iN 
f^oi^ 1^ ))|a«lw4 v^^ tWiM oi4y :yp«t«rd«y, J|; 19 
possible not to look with admiration 9$ tbif lfdjr> irbiMW |i|'« 
]^f»d apd only d^ld baye /^Ift^i victimy tp the pUp^te^ j^ 
irho be)ieve« it her dnty ^ reflapln ^opp, ^jgf^ a Iwi^nw 
popst, in f position which perhaps no other womim mf 
vp)ip||tarily occupied. She U faithful to her tj^^at, a« tl^ 
pppjon of him ^0 fell at his post^ and is do^btleee baMir m 
p|i^pdieppe to the unworldly motives that yi^de hoc detemmi 
tion. Yet I caupot reconcile myeelf to the idea of a 
l4i4nng t^B n^jurfyrdoip, which seeips a pDoppr> wd not 
ipdeeirable fate (po it come in the line of his duty) bf i 
poup. I ^bt the expediency of sending pussionary ladiea t» 
perish hpre. Indeed^ it may well be questioned wheita^ a 
pifMfppary ov^, in any country^ tp be a iparried man. V» 
itprp pf a ftunily ipuat difttract his attention and weatei hu| 
^Bdeney I and herein, it may be^ conaists one grast advapi 
tage irhich the G^ttholic misaionary posseiMea over the PaH 
testant. He can penetrate into the in^or ; he ca» 9Ut^ i^ 
jy^ hut, andpat t^fifl»p]^ food of a pative. But> if UmB hi 
f wife and oiuldre»> ^y muat haye houses and ^ 
*>ikercppviM9,¥rhiichafiino4 only esq^ensiva 9x4 diffiault 14 
ip^tlMi, tsiM; me elpgs to iBB^ flip 1^ 
I know how much the toil and aufibring ot mu^ ia 
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111 ^eoe #ar»afP re^fiopB, by the tendernesB of w<miaii. Bat the 
"BB^^omay Ut, by his profession^ a devoted man ; he seeks^ in 
1^ life^ not his own happiness^ bat the eternal good of othera. 
{k^mp^xe him with the members of my own profession. We 
aar^ so^f^^ped by no such lofty faith as mast be supposed to 
anhxHtf^ him, yet we find it possible to spend years upon the 
bnprfi^ deep, exposed to every variety of climate, and seekinp 
pef3 -wl^rever it may be found — and all without the aid 
of wcnnan's ministrations. Can a man, vowed to the service 
of 51 J>ivine Mastef, think it much |» practise similar self- 
denial? 

^5u— llii? njorningr, while performing my ablutions with a 
IfETge sponge, a centipede, four and a half inches long, crawled 
Q^ of one of the orijicps, and ran over my hand. The venom- 
01^ reptile was killed, without any harm being done. It had 
ph^j^fbly been hidden in one of a number of large land-^bellji, 
If hlc^ I brought on board a day to two ago. His touch upon 
my I191B4 was the most disagreeable sensation that I have yet 
e^cp^^ienced in Africa. 

IPOT a month past it has rained almdst every night, but 
only th^ree ox four times during the day. The tornadoes 
teye not troubled us, and the regular land and sea-breezes 
prevail. 

S. — AM P.M., anchored off Cape Palmas. The Decatur 
'had hardly clewed up her top-sails, when she was directed by 
signal to make sail again. Shortly afterwards, a boat from 
^ i^g^te brought us intelligence that tliere is trouble here 
between the natives and the colonists. The boats are ordered 
to be in readiness to go ashore to-morrow, in order to settle 
a palaver. The Decatur has gone to Caraway to protect the 
missionaries there* Thujs we are in a jEair way to have plenty 
rf WDjfe; padav^ng with the natives and protecting the 
co)(mists» Not improbably, the latter have felt encouraged, 
by Ihe ptrese&ce of our squadron, to assume a higher tone to- 
*»d» fte natives Umx heretofore. But we shall see. 



d by Google 



^6 JO0BKAL OF AM 

8. — We landed, this morning, with nine armed boats^ to 
examine into the difficulties above alluded to. The first duty 
that it fell to our lot to perform, was one of humanity. "We 
had scarcely reached Grovemor Russwurm's house, when^ ob- 
serving a crowd of people about a mile off, on the beach, we 
learned that a man was undergoing the ordeal of drinldog 
sassy-wood. The Commodore, with most of the officeri, 
hastened immediately to the rescue. On approaching the 
spot, we saw a woman with an infant on her back, walking 
to and fro, wailing bitterly, and throwing up her arms in 
agony. Further on, we met four children, from eight to 
twelve years of age, crying loudly as they came towards 09, 
and apparently imploring us to save their father. Beyond 
them, and as near the crowd as she dared go, stood a young 
woman, supporting herself on a staff, with the tears streaming 
down her cheeks, while she gazed earnestly at the spot where 
her husband was suffering. Although she took no notice of 
us, her low moans were more impressive than the vociferous 
agony of the former woman ; and we could not but suppose 
that the man was peculiarly amiable in the domiestic relations, 
since his impeding fate awakened more grief in the hearts of 
iuH) wives^ than, in civilized life, we generally see exhibited 
by one. Meeting a colonist, with intelligence that the 
victim was nearly dead, we quickened our pace to a ftst 
run. 

Before we could reach the spot, however, the man had been 
put into a canoe, and paddled out into a lagoon by one of Ihe 
party, while the remainder moved on to meet us. The Com- 
modore ordered two of the leaders to be seized and kept 
prisoners, until the drinker of sassy-wood should be given up. 
This had the desired effect; and, in half an hour, there came 
to the Government House a hard-featured man of about fifty, 
escorted by a crowd, no small portion of which was composed 
of his own multifarious wives and children, all displaying 
symptomsNof high satisfaction. He looked much exhausted. 
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bat was taken into the house and treated medically^ with the 
desir^ success. When sufficiently recovered he will be sent 
to, a neighbouring town, where he must remain, until per- 
mitted by the customs of his people to return. He had been 
subjected to the ordeal, in order to test the truth or falsehood 
of an accusation brought against him, of having caused the 
deafb of a man of consequence^ by incantations and necroman- 
tic arts. In such cases, a strong decoction of the sassy- wood 
bark is the universally acknowledged medium of coming at 
l^e truth. The natives believe that the tree has a supernatural 
quality, potent in destroying witches and driving out evil 
spirits; nor^ although few escape, do the accused persons 
ofiien object to quaffing the deadly draught. If it fail to 
operate fatally, it is generally by the connivance of those who 
administer it, in concocting the potion of such strength that 
the stomach shall reject it. Should tiie cjuspected wizard 
escape the operation of the sassy- wood, it is customary to kill 
him by beating on the head with clubs and stones ; his pro- 
perty is forfeited; and the party accusing him feast on the 
cattle of their victim. The man whom we rescued had 
taken a gallon of the decoction the previous evening, and 
about the same quantity just before we interrupted the 
ordeal. His wealth had probably excited the envy of his ac- 
cusers. 

We had just returned to the Government House, and were 
about to seat ourselves at the dinner-table, when an alarm- 
gon was beard from Mount Tubman. A messenger soon 
arrived to say that the natives were attempting to force their 
way through the settlement, to the Cape. The marines, 
together with all the officers who could be spared, were in- 
stantly on the march. The Commodore and Governor Buss- 
wunn led the force, on horseback ; the flag-lieutenant and 
myself being the only other officers fortunate enough to pro- 
cure animals. Mine was the queerest charger on which a 
knijght ever rode to battle; a little donkey, scarcely high' 
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mongh to keep my feet fbom ftie gronnd; fio luz^ thai f bMi 
only force him into a trot by the continual prick of my cngrdift^ 
and so viciouft that he threw me twice, in requital of ay 
treatment. The rest of tbe detachment footed it four miM^* 
on a sandy road, and under the scorching sun. On tiie wi^ 
we overtook several armed colonists, hurrylnfir to ttie pbittt df 
danger. Passing the foot of Mount Vaughan, tire tetu^ 
Mount Tubman, and, anicending a steep, conical hilt; Ibtiflt 
ourselves on a level space of a hundred yardd in diatilelef, 
with a strong picket-fence surroundihgr it, and a scAiiity 
house in the centre. Fifteen or sixteen armed men were M 
the watch, as conscious of %e neighbourhood of aa eMnif ; 
the piazza was crowded with women and children ; iiiid Ml 
the interior of the house came the merry voices of atkii% • 
score of little boys and girls, ignorant of danger, and ^jbyHf 
a high frolic. Apart, by the wall, sat a blind man, grtei pii ^ 
his staff with a tremulous hand ; and near him lay k Mdfc 
woman, who had been brought in from a neighbouring fl&fc- 
house. All these individuals, old and young, had beeii dritlfr 
hither for refuge by the alarm of war. 

Not far off, we beheld tokens that an attack had beisn made> 
and sternly resisted by the little garrison of the stockade. Oil 
the side opposite the Cape, a steep path rose towards the j^tLU- 
Some twenty yards down this passage lay a native, dead,^i)l 
an ugly hole in his skull ; and, in a narrow path to the right, 
was stretched another, who had met his death from a biille^ 
wound in the centre of his forehead. The ball had cut ^e 
ligature which bound his " greegree'* of shells arouild Ikli 
head, and the faithless charm lay on the ground beside HSm. 
Already, the flies were beginning to cluster about the Sl^d 
man's mouth. The attacking party, to which these slain in- 
dividuals belonged, were of the Barrdky tribe. It is sttjl- 
posed that> knowing King freeman to be at variance iWth 
|lie colonists, and hearing the salute in honour of the Ooift- 
m6dor6*8 landing, they mistook it for the cotiiiiiehceinefit it 
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Ai 'tttHiir f«ptiM Had ^vidMiMjr bMft dMiiV6> ire lookMl 
arotmd M ib ^Mijoy the e±t«&tive and aiteriiiiM Tiew iHntt 
fteimfiifittitfth^liilt. Cuitiiitbnrejrelaloiitthe^iNia^m^ 
ii#« iMd jiiiit ptdj^a^ th^ priiicipia settlen^t #iii tidble, bdtti) 
Mlint d* t#d ftepamt^ yiUage«i iHtmbiii^led #itk lal^e ni^ 
Hire «0#&i, ihe d#eimi^ iti #hieh (Tre^ltly otitntimb^^ ihdM 
of ibis iidlohisto. Oil onfe #ide of the tade promontory tiA 
ft team Hver ; oil thb othetr^ the ilea rollM iift tm^tdet #ateis 
Ai ft eKbH dfitaiioe fbm the shor^ was seeti the rocky M4k; 
beifkit ^ ^»e <^ <3o-to-Iti(ll^ where tiie natitei Im^ theilr 
deAA. NbH^i#ilrd> #ere the farms dt thoi^ Vhoih the receiit 
hoMle kieiMon hild driveii tb i^ place ot tefoge. lii ttrioiiii 
direetiona, s^efal feporft bf hilk wei« riMbte, on dtte bf irUdli 
gltttMtifir aiHoflt thi» ti-teii/appeared the white edifleea of the 
fifoniit Vaftt^bto Epittcdpal Mimon. 

Ok OiU* rethm> i^m^ of m t)arty h^ted at the MiMibb 
eiitfbttiflini^t; btitt tiited my Httll» dotikey diiwarde^ <ind, 
flkmgfi Mi Mriik^ episode had cost me a dihh^r, taiU 
mf r^Hp^mxkci dt the Got^hior'ift table iii tiiiie fot the 
ocwert. 



CHAPTER IX. 

fttVet ^M ±h4 tireeman. lUnilrlb dh the iilllti^ce 6^ Miitionlriet. i>A. 
IMI <t ftMEitSwildr. NlttitlVd oT Cft^Uin FarweU*i MutdiT. 8«!(ni^ iUT 
SiBb«ffkliti<mtUr<mfhtti|8«rf. Sail ^ Little Berebee. 

b^cMber 9.— At Cape Palmas. We agidn landlsd, U bh 
tiki ^fec^diiii day, aiid thet the redoubtable kin{| Fri^iHati, 
at&d twenty-tiu^ oiheir kings knd headmen from the tribeii iii 
tW Vlbtfalty. the ^&i^; likis tkt ai; sinoe, i^as held iii M 
ttfeHiftJbll Chuhsh ^ (he Cotiiikibildife, the Gbvbrhb^> ind M^tai 
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ofSicen and colonists^ apiieariog (m one nde, and tiie i 
on the other. There were several striking countasances i 
the foar-and-tw«aty negro potentates^ and some, eren^ Hiat 
bore the marks of nalive greatness ; as might well be the case, 
in a system of society where rank and antiiority are, in a greet 
measore^ the result of individual talent and force of (dm«»- 
ter. One head man was very like Henry Clay, both Ia lace 
, and figure. It is remarkable, too, tiiat one oi the cfai^ i^ 
Sinoe not only had a strong personal resemblance to the same 
distinguished statesman— being, as it were, his iouige In 
ebony, or bronze, — ^but, while not speaking, moved cmuriaatiy 
about the palaver-house, as is Mr. Clay's habit in the senate^ 
chamber. The interpreter, oa the present occasicMi, Yellow 
WiU by name, was dressed in a crimson mantle of silk damask, 
poncho-shaped, and trimmed with broad gold lace. 

The palaver being opened, the colonists complained tiiat tks 
chiefs had raised to double what it had been, or ought to be, 
the prices of rice and other products, for which the settlemeati 
were dependent upon the natives ; also, that they would per- 
mit no merchant vessels to communica^ .with the colooiid 
town. On representation of these grievances, the kings agreed 
to rescind the obnoxious regulations. This, however, did not 
satisfy the Governor, who had hoped to induce King Freanan 
to remove his town to another site, and allow the colonists 
more room. As matters at present stand, the King's oaj^tal 
city is within three hundred yards of Governor Russwurm's 
house, and entirely disunites the colonial settlements on ^ 
Cape. In case of war, the communication between these two 
sections' of the town of Harper would be completely brok^ 
off. The Governor, therefore, proposed that King Freeman 
should sell hii land on the Cape, receiving a fair equivalent 
ih)m the colony, and should transplant his town across the 
river, or elsewhere. But the King showed no inclination to 
^MHnply ; nor did the Commodore, apparently, deem it his pr(k- 
vince to support Governor Russwurm, or take any part in the 
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- qq a rti on* Hie pmnt was accordiiiffly given up; tiieGoyernor 
aeiely reqaettiiig Kiog Freeman to '< look his head/* that is^ 
oonsider — and let him know his detennination. 

There was also a complaint made^ on the part of the mis* 
momiiea^ that tiie natives had cut off their supplies, and had 
attempted to take away the native children, who had been 
given them to educate. I was snbseqaently informed, how- 
evet, 1^ the Bev. Mr. Hazlehurst, that the missionaries had no 
difflenlty wit^ the natives, and did not wish their affidrs to be 
identified with those of the colonists. The above rcpresenta* 
tion, tiierefore, appears to have been unauthorized by the mis- 
sioa establishment. And here, without presuming to offer an 
opinion as respects their conduct at this particular juncture, 1 
nhnt be allowed to say, that the missionaries at Liberia have 
shown themselves systematically disposed to claim a position 
entirely independent of the colonies. They are supported by 
wealthy and powerful societies at home ; they have been ac« 
onstomed to look upon their own race as superior to the co- 
lonred people ; they are individually conscious, no doubt, in 
many cases, of an intellectual standing above that of the per- 
sons prominent among the emigrants ; and they are not always 
c«refol to conceal their sense of such general or particular su- 
periority. It is certain, too, that the native Africans regard 
the whites with much greater respect than those of their own 
col(mr. Hence, it is almost impossible but that jealousy of 
mttsionary influence should exist in the minds of the colonial 
authorities. The latter perceive, in the midst of their com- 
monwealth, an alien power, exercised by persons not entitled 
to the privileges of citizenship, and to whom it was never in- 
tended to allow voice or action in public affairs. By such a 
state of things, the progress of Christianity and civilization 
must be rather retarded than advanced. 

There is reason, therefore, to doubt whether the labours of 
white missionaries, in the territory over which the colonists 
P 5 
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exercise jurisdiction, is upon the whole, benelBteial. If {"efiidl^ 
beyond those limits, and insulated among the natives, ^SU^ 
may accomplish infinite good ; but not while assuming A 
anomalous position of independence, and thwarting the ^revt 
experiment which the founders of Liberia had in view, dot 
grand object of these colonists is^ to test the disputed add 
doubtful point, whether the coloured race be capable of il^ 
taining themselves without the aid or presence of the "^Kftei^ 
In order to a fair trial of the question, it seems essential VSilt 
none but coloured missionaries should be sent hither, lll^ 
difficulties between the Government and the Methodist fipiikd- 
pal mission confirm these views. At a former period, Ikit 
mission possesssed power almost sufficient to subvert <^e t!6* 
lonial rule. 

Let it not be supposed, that these remarks are offered in ai^ 
spirit of hostility to i^^issionaries. My intercourse with them 
in different parts of the world has been of the most iiiend^ 
nature. I owe much to their kindness, and can bear chdei^ 
testimony to the laborious,' self-devoting spirit in which titey 
do their duty. At Athens,' I have seen them toiling unreitiil- 
tingly, for years, to educate the ignorant and degraded de- 
scendants of the ancient Greeks, and was proud that my own 
country — ^in a hemisphere of which Plato never dreamed— 
should have sent to Greece a holier wisdom than he diffiidM 
from thence. In the unhealthy isle of Cyprus, I have behdd 
them perishing without a murmur,* and their places filled wift 
new votaries, stepping over the graves of the departed, and 
not less ready to spend and be spent in the cause of their Di- 
vine Master. I have witnessed the fiight of whole families 
from the mountains of Lebannon, where <hey had lingwed 
until its cedars were prostrate beneath the storm of war, 
and only then came to shelter themselves under the flag of their 
countrj'. Everywhere, the spirit of the American Missionaries 
has been honourable to their native land ; nor, whatever be 
their human imperfections, is it too much to term them holy 
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aete M {btt tiie Vifelj^ M^ df Mbin t now tp^ik, ih ^ttM 
ticfiy iegidli iifir AMcii, VhM I behold tiiem dBldii^, lUiHfl 
)»lidiHa&ahj^,M%^tiib^ri4i2i^,aiia deititbt^ bf iUi6«t 
imf mmf maHbri, im tiieir grftVes. I cHticW portldnl 
C^ ttfei^ iecmdiibt, but irevei^uee the ]niHty of Mtire; iHA 
tMf ^m, Mi, Mite diveiting ibemselVei of ib Mbh IMt 
tt WortBly; ^y do not retain d^er more Wisdoiii df ttiil 
#8Ad, br 1^ kpmn to &pi)ly a diitarbiiil inflabiif^ td 
worldly afSiin. 

Bot it ii tidib to jbtcirn ftbm ^i digriniBion. Mftf tern b^ng 
tfMHrbiilgddtilhiiiaiiDayb Mnia^, We ^o M ble biit ^M 
{Uiieli6e bl«b#b^i%. 

lO.^Wd ialM it dayli^bt, aiid anehot^d tbis evenitit 9i 

11. -^Ib M niorbibt> twelve Sinned l^attt wiifb iltot ashdi^ 
fNtottie tiire^ libipb. We landed on an 6|^ bekcb, all ttl 
dri^, bbl &(^ olr iels direncbed by the d^§:^rbbili edrf. Obe 
1^ iwt> t>€iti took in fae&vy seai, bibacfiid i6, iM rolled OTi^ 
ntA otiSr in the gigantic 6tirlf-"^ave. On Ifti^Unfe, We fonnd 4 
body Off armed natives, peAaps fifty in number, drattm up in 
ft lin^. Tbeir weapons were muskets, ih)n war-speam, Ibiif 
ftdyipeto of wood, abd broad knives. Tbey made bd ^ 
ni<»i8tllktibn« of bpposibfer tis, but titood fetoutiy in tbdr rabk«> 
sowing inofe indepebdenbe of bearing, and lesd fear, tbab abj^ 
halves whoib we havis met with, they were evidbndy 
under military rule, and, Aft well a& the remainder of the tribe, 
eVInc^ a degree of boldness, amounting alnioiit to insbfebce, 
#hich, it ttltt^t be owned, would have niade ouir party Mbbft 
i%lidy Ibr a tbfesel, ob any reasonable pretext. 

The towb of ftock fioukir is enbloS^ by palbades, about 
fei^t feet Wgti, with imall gated on every side. It wai bbi 
tli6 pUTttoid df the bktivei) to adbiit us within thiebr walk ; but 
a tain Mdl it destirkble Ml ih% paltVer should b« hl^d ib ft 
Mtl^bd )^, MjM df bb the b^b^ iH hftd Ween le^n&lly 
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intended. We ^erefore marched io^ to(^ poseeisloB cf^ito 
plaoe> and stationed sentinels at every gate. The town %rm 
entirely deserted ; for the warriors bad gone forth to fight^ l£ 
a fight there was to be, and the women and children had gmm 
for secmrity into tiie ^' bush.'* In the Central square stood titt 
Falayer House, beneath the shadow of a magnificent wid^^ 
spreading tree, wbidi had perhaps mingled the murmur of ill 
leaves with Ihe eloquence of the native orators, f(ur at lemk 
a century. Here we posted ourselves, and awaited the i^nf 
of Bock Boukir. 

Hie messengers announced, that he wished to bring his 
armed men within the walls, and occupy one si^ of the Uxm^ 
wlnle our party held the otiier. As this proposition waajot 
immediately acceded to, and as the Kiog would not recede* it 
seemed doubtful whether there would be any palaver^ after 
all. At lengthy however, the Commodore ordered the- 19^ 
moval of our sentinels from the gates, on one side of the 
town, and consented that the native warriors should odue 
in. A further delay was accounted for, on the plea that the 
King was putting on his robes of state. Finally, he entei«d 
liie Palaver House, and seated himself; an old man of sinist^ 
aspect, meanly dressed, and having for his only weapon a 
short sword, with a curved blade, six inches wide. Governor 
Roberts now opened the palaver, by informing the King that 
his tribe were suspected of having participated in the plundtf 
of the Mary Carver, and the murder of her captain and crew* 
I subjoin a bri^ narrative of this afi&ir. 

Two years since, the schooner Mary Carver, of Salem, com- 
manded by Captain Farwell, of Vassalboro', was anch(»ed at 
Half Berebee, for the pur|)ose of trading with the natives. 
Her cargo was valued at ten thousand dollars. Captain 
Farwell felt great confidence in the people of Half Berebee, 
although warned not to trust them too far, as they had the 
character of being fierce and treacherous. One day, be- 
ing alone on shore^ tiie natives knocked him down, 
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hatmA lam, and delivered him to the women and childfcn^ to 
bs *tortiired by sticking tiiorns into his flesh. Alter three 
kmrs of this horrible agony, the men despatched him. As 
soon as tiie captain was secured, a party was sent on board 
tiie YBrnKi, to snrpiise and murder the mate and crew. In this 
they were perfectly successfnl ; not a soal on board escaped.-— 
lliey tiientoc^ part of the goods out, and ran the schooner 
adMH«9 where she was effectually plundered. Within a i^ace 
of six miles along the beach, there are five or six families of 
Fishmen, ruled by different members of the Cracko family, of 
wbidtL Ben Cracko of Half Berebee is the head. All these 
towns were im^dicated in the plot, and received a share of the 
fonder. A Fortuguse schooner had been taken, and her crew 
Hindered, at tiie same place, a year bef<nre. The business 
had tamed out so profitably, that other tribes on the coast 
began to envy the good fortune of the Crackos, and declared 
thftt they were likewise going to " catch" a vessel. 

Hie object of our present palaver was to inquire into the 
aiidged agency of the tribe at Rock Boukir in the above trans- 
action. The King, speaking in his own language, stre- 
snonsly denied the charge ; at the same tkne touching his ears 
and drawing his tongue over his short curved broad-sword.— 
By^ ikeae symbols and hieroglyphics, I supposed him to mean, 
tiiat he had merdy heard of the af^, and that his sword was 
innocent of the blood imputed to him. It seems, however, 
Hiat it is the native form of taking an oath, equivalent to our 
kissing the book. The King agreed to go to Berebee, and 
a ea iat in the grand palaver to be hdd there; complying with 
a pn^oeal of ihe Commodore, to take passage thither in the 
Maoedoniao. Matters being so far settled, the council was 
bin^cen up, and the party re-embarked. 

Several of the boats having been anchored outside of the 
sarf, 1^ officers and men were carried off to them in the na- 
tive canoes. The scene on the beach was quite animated.— 
Hmidreds of natives, having laid aside their weapons, crowded 
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ai^and tb Ttratc& ^e proceeding. The ¥oMA Itnl i^ittMl 
came from tiie woods in dwarms^ all talking^ screaniiti^, U0^fi^ 
ing^ and rtttming hither and thithist. Th6 caiio^ 'W&te MP 
litftntly p^sth^ firom the shore to the bokfs, ekitfiSai t^ f^ 
flOtiB at a lithe. Oar men, being tmaccn^tbUedtb stiefi tddfl 
"^iri^r and tiiisteady conve3riince8, often capMzed tt^ ^b^8^ 
add ifr^fe kmbled ashore by the surf, perhaps wift ifid ikM (f 
hftfaS) jilciketd, or weapons, itbre was vlitbl^ ^ )^hA itf t 
matihe, swimining to bnb of the bbats, with Hili intiiik^l tt hH 
hand. Another, nnable to swim, wiis upheld by a Hlottiiilto. 
Here and there, an impatient individaal plonged into tiie Mtf 
ahd Struck ott tor his boat, rather than await this t^iditij^ 
cess of embarkation. All reached the tesseis ih Safety, IM 
teUt With dry jackets. His majesty of ttobk Bbtikir, tob,'Wll 
6h. board the frigdte, according to agr^iiieiit, and pHibil^, 
by tills mark of cohfldeiibe, sar^d his ca^iital tcoM thd iliilMl 
If all stories be true, he little deserves oui* fclenieiicy ; liiid ¥tH 
even said, that thb difilbi^t tribes held a grand {Palaver At "Ada 
place, for the divisibh of the spoil of thte Mary CArver. 

IdTe set sail immediately. 

12.— Anchored at half-past five, t>.«., off little Bi^bee. 



CHAPTER X. 

i>aUveT at Little Berebee. Deiith of tHe tatorpr^ter and King den Cntico^ ii4 

bornlng of the Town. Battle with the Nattres* and Conaagratioii of mrm^i 

^ Towns. Turkey Biusards. A Love-Letter. Moral Refleetions. Treaty oC 

Grand Berebee. Prince Jumbo and hi« Father. Native syitem of fcs- 

presses. Curiosity of tlie Jj^atives. 

December 13.— At nine a.m., the boats of ikto Squadron re- 
paired to the flag-ship, where they were formed ih Hnd, tad 
t^ett pulled towards the shore abreast. I%e landing'^aee il 
td%)rably 9^EM)d, but contiietbd. Four or flw boats drigit 
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easily a{^roach it together ; but when most of thb iiiirteen al>* 
tetii|>ted it at o&ce^ so narrow was the space, that one or two 
of filem filled. They were hauled up, however, and secured. 
Oar force, on being disembarked, was stationbd in line, op- 
posite the town of Little Berebee, and the wood in its imme^ 
dlafe Ticinity. Many of the officers went up to tiie Palaver 
HoQse^ a temporairy shed erected for the occasion^ about fli%jr 
yarfa from the toivn-gate. King Ben Cracko now making Mil 
appearance^ with five or six headmen or kitigs of thb heigh« 
boonng tribes, the palaver, began. 

The interpreter, on this occasion, was well kiiown to have 
been, in Ms own person, a leading character in the aict of 
piracy and murder, which it was the object of the palaver to 
investigate. He had therefore a difficult part to act ; one ttidt 
required great nerve, and such a talent of throwing a Mt 
sendbiance ovier foul facts, as few men, civilized or savage, are 
likely to i)Ossess. With the consciousness of guilt upon hitfa, 
causing him to startle at the first aspect of peril, it issinguldir 
that the man should have had the teiherity to trust himself iii 
80 trying a position. His version of the Mary Carver adltir 
was a very wretched piece of fiction. He declared that Cap- 
tain Farwell had killed two natives, and that old King Cracko, 
since deceased, had punished the captain by death, in the ex-* 
ereise of his legitimate authority. He denied that the tribe 
had participated in Captain Farwell's murder, or in those of 
the mate and crew, or in the robbery of the vessel ; affiraiiii^ 
that the schooner had gone ashore, and that everything w^d 
lost. An this was a tissue of falsehood ; it being notorious that 
a large quantity of goods from the wreck, and portions of thb 
vepsel itself, were distributed among the towns along the 
coast. It was well known, moreover, that these people had 
boasted of having " caught " (to use their owt phrase), an 
American vessel, and that the neighbouring tribes had 
threatened to follow Ben Cracko's example. 

^^emor Roberts, wfio conducted the examiniltion on oiif 
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part^ expressed to the man his utter disbelief of Hie 
statement. The Commodore^ likewise, stept hastily 
him, steroly warning him to utter no more falsehoods, 
interpreter, perceiving that the impres3k)n was agaim^liki^ 
and probably expecting to be instantly made prisoner^ or pal 
to death, now lost the aadacity that had hitherto BUBtaaaed 
him. At this moment, it is said, a gun was fired at our pmrif ^ 
firom the town ; and, simaltaneously with the report^ tteoH 
terpreter sprang away like a deer. There was a cry to c^ 
him— <two or three musket -ballets whistled after the fugiiir» 
as he ran — ^but he had nearly reached the town*gate^ yfbm 
his limbs, while st3*ained to their utmost energy, sudden^ 
fidled beneath him. A rifle-shot had struck him in the Tertebn^ 
of tiie neck, causing instantaneous death. Meanwhile, Kiig 
Ben Cracko had made a bolt to escape, but was seized by hk- 
long calico robe; which, however, gave way, leaving Ibint 
literally naked in the midst of his enemies. A shot brought 
him to the ground; but he sprang to his feet, still stroggliof. 
to escape. He next received two bayonet wounds, but fought 
like a wild beast, until two or three mefi flung themselves 
upon him, and held him down by main force. Finding himself 
overpowered, he pretended to be dead, but was securdy bound, 
and taken to the beach. A lion of the African deserts could 
not have shown a fiwcer energy than this savage King ; and 
those who gazed at him, as he lay motionless on the sand, con- 
fessed that they had never seen a frame of such masculioe 
vigour as was here displayed. His wounds proved mortal. 

The melee had been as sudden as the explosion of gun- 
powder ; it was wholly unexpected, but perhaps not to be. 
wondered at, where two parties, with weapons in their hands, 
had met to discass a question of robbery and murder. When 
the firing commenced, about two hundred natives were <m tiie 
spot, or in the vicinity ; they were now flying in all directions;^ 
some along the beach, a few into the sea itself, but by far the 
greatest nipnber to the woods. Many shots "v^ere faed, not*e 
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wittwfaffidittg the Commodore's orders to refrain. We w«re 
MEW directed to break down itie palisades^ and set fire to the 
town. A breach of twenty or Mrty feet was soon made in 
t]» wall, by severing the withes that bound together the up- 
ligllt planks. Before this could be effected, another j^rty 
crept tlBK>agh the small holes, serring the parpose of gates, 
and penetrated to the centre of the town, where, assembling 
umodi^ great council-tree, they gave three cheers. The 
honfles were tiien set on fire, and, within fifteen minutes, pre- 
sented one mass of conflagration. The palisades likewise 
cangiit ate flames, and were consumed^ leaving an open space 
of Mackened and smoking rains, where, half an hour before, 
the son bad shone upon a town. 

The natives did not remain idle spectators of the destruction 
of 4lieir houses. Advancing to the edge of the woods, they 
disdiarged their muskets at us, loaded not with Christian bul-> 
leis, but with copperHBlogs, iH*obably manufactured out of the 
spices of the Mary Carver. A marine was struck in the side 
by one of these missiles, which tumbled him over, but without 
initicting a serious wound. A party from our ship penetrated 
the woods behind the town, where one of them fired at an 
otgeet which he perceived moving in the underbush. Going 
up to the spot, it proved to be a very aged man, and ap- 
piTBitly on the verge of a century, much emaciated, and too 
feeble to crawl further in company with his flying towns-peo- 
ple. He was unharmed by ^e shot, but evidently expected 
instant death, and held up his hand in supplication. Our 
parfy placed fhe poor old patriarch in a more sheltered spot, 
and left him there, after supplying him with food ; an act of 
humanity which must have seemed to him very singular, if 
not absurd, in contrast with the mischief which we had 
wrought upon his home and people. Meantime, the ships were 
disposed to have a share in the fight, and opened a cannonade 
\xjp(m ^ woods, shattering the great branches of the trees> 
and adding to the tenor, if not to the loss, of the enemy. lat* 
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tie Berets beiiiar now ahMp of it1ito^wer«-^ilbttiM> i 
with us im Ameri^aa tag, probably thai df tbe WiAf fJlHWf 
which had be^n found in thd town. We aliK> tAi/M t>rizM4l 
aereral canoea, One of which waa built for war> anA ekptMt 
of wrfini forty men. The wounded Eitig Chtckd> lik^wIM^ 
W^taken on board the frigate^ where, lieitt tiiOtliib^i; M- 
breathed his latt ; thus eitpiatihg the outrage \k whidi^ tthf- 
years before^ he had been a principal aistor. W(» aHerVttli^ 
understood that th^ natives salRsred ilosd of dght killett Ml 
two wounded. 

15.— The season for ptUarers and diplomacy beitt| fibw nmtt 
we landed lit seven o'clock this momitig, ten 6t twelv^ U^AM 
below Berebee, in order to measure out a forther itiribatM 
to the natives. On apptbaching the beach -We were fired i^on 
fh)m the bushes, but without damage, Although th& Mell^ 
were sheltered within twenty yards of the water's edgfe. UK 
boat's creW first ashore, together with two or thrbe mktuHS^ 
charged into the shrubbery and drove off ihe assailanta. AU 
being disembarked, the detachment was fdnbed in libej iifl 
marched to the nearest town, which was immediately atfiDdirfL 
Lfte the other native towns, it was protected by a wall i^ lilgli 
pallisades, planted firmly in the sbil, ahd bouhd tog^th^ llf 
thongs of bamboo. Cutting a passage through these, '^ M* 
tered the place, which contained perhaps a hundred lidttiM» 
neatly built of wibker wOrk, aiid having iheir high cdtittll 
rooft thatched i^ith palmetto-leaves. Subh edifices WeiB te 
the highest degree combustible, and being set on firb, it it# 
worth while for a loVer 6f the picttttesque to wdtbh thfe flalfilMi 
as tiiey ran up the conical rooft, and meetlrij^ kt the ^ifet 
whii^ed themselves fiercely into the darkened air. 

While this was going on, the war-belW, drums, liiid ^dtfi 
horns of the natives were continually sounding ; and fiobki 8f 
vultures (perhaps a more accurate orithologist might call ilittitt 
ttirkey-buzzards) appeared in the eky, v^heeliiii elb^ly ttd 
heaVily over our headft. Hiefte ravehoUii biWS ie^6a tb hWt 
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8 ^teflriiiiimtti «iat tiilsfe were deMi of vilottr to bb adfl^) 
lUfvtras itqtnte a comfbrtdble idea) thdt soiil^ of^iMi^ti^ 
ii$ht&Il^ ittiglit gratify their appetite at ones olm personal ex^ 
petfae. To confess the truth, however, thejr were probably 
atMeted by the scent of some slaughtered bollock* ; it bfein^ 
indilRH^^it to a turkey-buzzard whether he prey on a cow or a 
Chifitian. After destroying tiie first town, we marched about 
a ^MPd atid a half up the beach, to attabk a second. On our 
adviKftbe, th^ marine drummer and flfer were ordered from the 
fh>ht of the column to the rear, as being tf position of lesi 
dftHger. They of course obeyed ; but the little drmhtnel* 
ddeifiitig^ it ft reflection upon his courage, burst into tears, aiid 
at^tiially blubbered aloud as he beat the pas de chatgc. It wafc 
a strange operation of manly spirit in a boyish stage of de^ 
v^i$|jment. 

As we approached the second town, our boat-keepers. Who 
watebed the scene, distinctly saw a party of thirty or forty 
na^Teff lying behind a palisade, with their guts pointed at 
ottr advanced giiard. Unconscious that the enemy were so 
neHnr, we halted for an instant, about forty yards from the 
Wwiiy and then advanced at a run. This so disconcerted iiie 
d^c^dbm that iliey fled, after firing only a few ^hots, none of 
whtdh took effect. In fact, the natives proved themselveei but 
miiBrable marksmen. They can seldom hit an object in 
niotidii, although, if a man stand still, they sometimes indiidge 
to put a copper-slug into his body, by taking ftim a long tikhe: 
After firing, the savage runs a long distance belbre he venturlss 
to load, tiad their skill or their hardihood beeh ^ater, t^ 
must have suffered severely ; for the woOds extended nearly 
to ttie waters edge, and exposed us, during the whole day, 
to t&e fire of a sheltered and invisible enemy. 

AHelr the storm and conflagation of the second town, we 
took a brief rest, and then proceeded to captiire and buhl 
^^tii^, situated about a mile to the northward. This ac-^ 
cottiplMhfed, we judged it to be dinner-time. Indefed, we had 
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done work enough to ensure an appetite ; and histoiy do< 
not make mention^ so far as I am aware^ of sach deatmctijt 
of cities so expeditiously effected. Having emptied 
baskets^ we advanced about three miles along the beach — sti 
with the slugs of the enemy whistling in our ears— and gas 
to the devouring element another town. Man is peilia{ 
never happier than when his native destructiveness can 
freely exercised, and with the benevolent complacency of jigi 
forming a good action, instead of the remose of perpetratin 
a bad one. It unites the charms of sin and virtue. Thosi 
all probability, few of us had ever spent a day of higher e 
joyment than this, when we roamed about, with a musket, j 
one hand and a torch in the other^ devastating what Iqu 
hitherto been the homes of a people. 

One of the sweetest spots that I have seen in Africa, was 
little hamlet of three houses, standing apart from the fyoi 
large towns above-mentioned, and surrounded by an imper 
vious hedge of thorn-bushes, with two palisaded entrances 
Forcing our way through one of those narrow portals, W( 
beheld a grassy area of about fifty yards across, oirer 
shadowed by a tree of very dense foliage, which had 
massive roots in the centre, and spread its great protectii^ 
branches over the whole inclosure. The dwellings were 
the same sort of basket-work as those already described, bf|t 
particularly neat, and giving a pleasant impression of 1 
domestic life of their inhabitants. This small, secludod 
hamlet had probably been the residence of one family, a 
patriarch, perhaps, with his decendants to the third or four^i 
generation — who, beneath that shadowy tree, must have en- 
joyed all the happiness of which uncultivated man is suscep^ 
tible. Nor would it be too great a stretch of liberality, to si^ 
pose that the green hedge of impervious thorns had kept out^ 
thevices of their race, and that the little area within was a 
sphere where all the virtues of the native African had been 
put in daily practice. These three dwellings, and the verdapt 
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*ml\ arotiiid them, and the great tree that brooded over the 
Wible, might unquestionably have been spared, with safety 
io our consciences. But when man takes upon himself the 
office of an avenger by the sword, he is not to be perplexed 
wifii such little scrupulosities, as whether one individnal or 
family be less guilty than the rest. Providence, it is to be 
presomed, will find some method of setting such matters 
right. In fine, when the negro patriarch's strong sable sons 
supported their decrepit sire homeward, with their wives, 
^ black, but comely,'* bearing the glistening, satin-skinned 
babies on their backs, and their other little ebony respon- 
sibilities trudging in the rear, there mast have been a dismal 
wail ; for there was the ancestral tree, its foliage shrivelled 
wif^ fire, stretching out its desolate arms over the ashes of 
the three wicker dwellings. 

The business of i^e day was over. Besides short excur- 
sions, and charges into the bush, the men had marched and 
counter marched at least twelve miles upon the beach, with 
the surf sometimes rolling far beyond our track. Some 
hundreds of slugs had been fired at us ; and, on our part, we 
had blazed away at every native who had ventured to show 
his ikce ; but the amount of casualties, after sucb a day of 
battle, reminds one of the bloodless victories and defeats of an 
Italian army, during the middle ages. In a word, we had but 
two men wounded ; and whether any of the enemy were 
killed or no, it is impossible to say. At all events, we slew a 
number of neat cattle, eight or nine of which were sent on 
board the ships, where they answered a much better purpose 
than as many human carcasses. The other spoil consisted of 
several canoes, together with numerous household utensils — 
which we shall bring home as trophies and curiosities. There 
was also a cabin table, and many other articles belonging to 
the Mary Carver, and a pocket-book, containing a letter ad- 
dressed to Captain Robert M'Farland. The purport of the 
epistle is not a matter of public interest ; but it was written 
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m a lady's iB\mt^ b#Qd> and iiraa pr(dbably wany^ wiiii 
tiirn; and Uttie did tiie fair writer dreftm that tor 
urould ftad its way into an African Imt^ where itwi 
ITQgfMrded as a piece pf witchcraft. ' - ^ 

TkxM ended tiie warlare of Little Berehee. The ddgf^if 
retnbaticHi m^tod out had by no peans exceeded wh»t #| 
f^ipal Qu^^ge demanded ; ai^d the inode of it was aiiiH'fiSWlP 
^ the pustpn^s of th^ African people. AcoorcUngr to 1(^0 
m^imritteii lawB> if inidividacrfs of a trihe ccHumit a 4q$p 
jaf ninat another tribe or nation^ the criminal must 
delivered np> or pnmsbed at hame> or tlie tribe itadf 
i»q;M)n8ib)e lor Htmr guilt. An example was of pefpQ^|M|f 
tmomisy ; and iiie Ammcap vessels trading on the 0090^^0 
long experifflice a good e£^t from this dixy's battle a|i<^ 
stmction. The story will be rem^nbered in ^e black Hiiil^ 
traditions, and will have its dne weight in many a patot^. 
Keyeri^ele8s> though the bumiDg of tiie villages be avvit 
pretty pastime, yet it leaves ns in a moralizing mood> a9 isfllt 
pleasures are apt to do ; and one would fain hope that divSinA 
man, in his controversies with the barbarian, will at leogft 
come to descend to the barbarian level, and may adopt 
other method of proving his superiority, than by his 
power to inflict suffering. For myself personally, the *' good 
(Ad way" suits me tolerably enough ; but I am disintereateily 
anxious that posterity should find a better. 

1 6i — We sailed at day-light for Great Berebee. Nearing lie 
poiot on which it is situated, the ship's hoisted white flags stfte 
fort, in token of amity. A message was sent on shore to tte 
Kiog, who came off in a large canoe, and set his hand to a treai^) 
promising to keep good faith with American vessels. He lite- 
wise made himself responsible for the good conduct of f» 
other tribes in the vicinity. 

On board the Macedonian, there were five prisoners, who M 
been taken two months ago, by the brig Porpoise. One W9& 
^ ddest son of this king; and the p&ers belonged to ]^ 
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m ttmw tg , and My pri»vfid1^l!iMitare baa not left these wildpeo- 
^ d^ts^i^ of wiMnoi^ and t^eriiess of heiurt. Tbey tiirew 
)b^li|IKilvi^ into @ac}i ptl^er's ^^oa, W9pt, laughed^ and danced 
% joy* To the Umg, his mm was like one riaeo from tiie 
^^q^: he had guren him up for lo9t> supposing that tiie yomig 
tUma^ ^ \ffx^ (d^cntpd. Th^ j^soners were each presented 
f^ ^^eW^NH^and ixo^ms^ liesMes tohacco, handkercfaieisy 
and other suitable gifts. The prince received a Ueotenant's 
^ jml^iP^ ^2Qat ; and when they got into their canoey it was 
ipppg to fK^ how awkwardly he paddled^ in ^tda oa^^#i^ 
tciaou He made two or three attempts to get the coat off^ but 
frUNP^ fuoji^lf . pne of bis copipimio^s thejn aSer&i his as- 
sistance ; but as he took the pripoe by the eoUar^ instead of 
ihe eHeeye, it was found impracticable to rid him of the gar« 
mont. The more he pulled^ the less it would come off; and 
ibe last we saw of Prince Jumbo, he was holding up his skirts 
in one band^ and paddling with the other. There will be grand 
rejoicings to>night^ on the return of the prisoners. All will be 
diiiiwng and j<^lity ; plays will be performed ; ^e villages will 
re**6cho with the report of fire-arms and the clamour of 
d):||jn|(^ »p4 ^^ whole pppulatipyj will hold m. fe^t of bul- 
locks. 

20. — Anchored at Cape Palmas. The natives here were 
alarmed at the return of the three ships ; and many of them 
carried away their moveables into the woods. News of the 
destruction of the towns below ha.d reached them several 
days since. They have a simple, but very effective system of 
expresses. When information of great interest is to be conveyed 
from tribe to tribe, one of their swiftest runners is despatched, 
who makes what speed he can, and^ when tired, entrusts his 
message at another. Thus it is speeded on, without a moment's 
delay, ^ould the runner encounter a river in his course, he 
8b99ts the oews across ; it is caught up on the other side^ and 
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immediately sent fdnrard. In M9 numnef, ^<eliiii.iiiUii jjfcl 
its way Along the coast with marv^kms eekiity. » ^•o»j 
. 23.— We sailed two days ago. Yesterday, tfaei«'Mni4tia 
from the shore^ some six or eight miles^ a eoaple of eHKHM 
paddled by six men each, who exerted themselves to tk^^ 
«most to overtalce ns. They had notluBg to aeH; and^Mr 
* (mly object seemed to be, to obtain- the partientara of ^ 
fight and conflagration at Little Berebee, a hnitdved aakl'iii^ 
fnlletf below. • - r 

d6. — Anchored at Monrovia, and landed Qovensor IMettB, 
who, with Dr. Johnson, had been a passenger firom "Gsfse M- 
mas. ','• 

88.--Sailedfor Porto Fraya, with the intentiOD-of vii^iiif 
Madeira, before returning to the coast. •**''. 



CHAPTEE XL 

^Mmimau Aspect of the IiUumL Annual rMea. "HaUColumiHa !** ,.Llliiiiir 
. pavalien, and Peatanti. Dissertation upon Wines. The'^leiks of FuacbaL 
Decay of the Wine -Trade. Cultivation of Pine.Trees. A night iCi Bte 
Streets. Beautiful Church. A Sunday-evening Party. CuReadyi^'lIt- 1 
dpira. . • • 

JaniMry 19, 1844.— We made Madeira yesterday, bnf flie 
weather being thick and squally, stood off and on nniil i^ 
day. ^ 

20. Our ship rides gently at her anchor. The Loo rock rises 
fifty feet perpendicular from the water, at so short a distance, 
that we can hear the drum beat tattoo in a small, inaccesnble 
castle on its summit. This rock is the outpost of the cify of 
Funchal. The city stretches along the narrow strip of level 
ground, near the shore, with vine-clad hills rising steeply Tw- 
hind. On the slopes of these eminences are many large houses, 
surrounded with splendid gardens, and occupied by weal&y 
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j«h>hitante| chiefly EncUthmeo, who bay# retired apoa thek 
fortanee, or are still engaged in boeineea. Ob a heigbt to tlie 
' lefty frtaiida a castle of considerable rize^ in good repair. High 
up amcHig tbe hills, in bold relid*, is se^ the chorch of Ovr 
La^y of the Monnt^ with its white walls and two towers. The 
hills are roMed^ steep, and furrowed with deep ravines, along 
which, after tfaeheaTy rains of winter, the mountain torrents 
dash headlong to the sea. 

My remuto on Madeira will be thrown together without 
^ reguUudty of a daily journal ; for our visit to the island 
prsves so delightful, that it aeems better wortii the while to 
eiyoy, than to describe it. 

• The aniiMal races are well attended. During their continu- 
ance, throngs of passengers, on foot, on horsebask, and«inp$« 
lauquins, are continually proceeding to the course, a little 
more than a mile and a half from town. The road thither 
constantly ascends, until you find yourself several hundred 
feet above the sea, with an extensive prospect beneath and 
around. A tolerable space for the track is here afforded by au 
oMong plain, seven-eighths of a mile in length. Near the 
judges* stand was a large collection of persons of all classes, 
dandies, peasants, and jockeys. Here, too, were booths fbr 
the sale of eatables and drinkables, and a band of music to en* 
Uven the scene. 

These musicians saw fit to honour as in a very particular 
manner. They had all agreed to ship on board our vessel ; 
and, with a view to please their new masters, when three or 
four of our officers rode into the course, they played " Hail Co- 
lumbia." We took off our caps in acknowledgment, and 
thought it all very fine. Directly afterwards, two other offi- 
cers rode in, and were likewise saluted with *' Hail Columbia V* 
Anon, two or three of us dismounted and strolled about among 
the people, thinking nothing of the band, imtil we were re- 
minded of the proximity by the old tune again. In short, 
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fevery moU6h on otif part, hoWi^V^ htt<HxfAt atxd Ittylel M il '' 
ing^ caused the bills of Madeira t6 rewound With tbe edb&lt^ 
imtionaliair. Findiiig that (itit posittoh tetehifted a xsM Wtti 
tfedculotid, We gave the leader to tmdefirtftitd, H^ if IM tM 
#^ played a^aito, the baud's fMt ekpcsfehbe df txMitm 
ifft should tje ki Adggihg at the jitogWay. Th^ Sttft '#iBl "MP 
Hc^t ; not ottfy did we h^ no moi>e 6f "^WSi YJ!Mri»i%'* 
but none of ihe musicians ever came near iSie 'tAu|^, 

"^nth ffew^ etojeptions the rtmiliiiii^ Was ^h^ttStfd. Ofclftw 
!iwp of the matdi-races (whidi Mrei^e teil ih nttmb^ dl lOaJgle 
)teats of a mite each) were well contested. TH^ fiHbt \^tf M 
by two ponies ; a fat black one, wifli a chuftby ffCff tfk 96b 
back, knd a red, which, as well as his rfde^f, uhtk in beter 
racing condition. JUie black wad beaten out of tUPtt. The 
second raice was by two other ponies, one of whi6h teoir #B 
lead, and evidently had l^e heels of his antaglbiiiBt. gfadJe fl l ^ , 
however; he bolted, and leaped the wall, Ifeaviiofir the tS^itdtfo 
be trotted over by Ihe slower colt. Two grey horttos Bnae-' 
ceeded, and made pretty running ; but their riders, instead of 
attending to business, joined hands, and rode % quarter €f a 
mile in tMs amiable attitude. Rather tbt&A antagonisfl> cme 
would have taken them for twin brethren, like two o^^ier fiuw^ 
horsemen, Castor and PolMx. To the ladles this niode of 
racing appeared delightful j but the remarks of our party, con- 
sisting of English and American officers aftd geiHieittett were 
anything but complimentary. The last quarter of this hett 
was well run, one of the horses winning apparently by anedc. 
The judge, however, a Portuguese, decided that it was a cteed 
heat. 

At one extremity of the course, the hill rises abruptly ; imA 
here were hundreds of persons of both sexes, in an exc^ttxt 
position to see the running, and to impart a pretty efi^iet to 
^ scene. A large number of peasantry were presait, diisM 
in tiieir peculiar costume, and taking great interest It ^ 
whole matter. Both men and women wear a little Mae cap 
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{mMI ^rMik ftfurleT; «o Infdi foMi (W§ wCKbu§» ncrw n wHuBI vli 
ttll MUd. Itf ^a|ri^ ft id KM^ kn hitert^ AlniMl ftiiukiillt ^ ^ 

fiv % ^tfl: ISVfiBy itfaftiiied '^fti k ]ig\iixt Mta^, or df iditldt i^ifli 
1)Ml iiHrndkiog'. Th^de coltjfttts ibriii a disbtioiikil CiltiMfHfti; 
IW j$f]%i tiJf ii!W iS«d)Hh ride of the iAland wetoin^ tM IdlllKl 
«i4)#H ^ t&6^ of the mrath Aide, the bM. Hi ih^ iitt^rvM 
(^ fnd ri^sM^ l&dies and gentlemen cantered rb^d fiki tbinfVBy 
iM ikmb bf !ii^ raced ^ith Iheir tek^^. Thf^i SeoKliA 
liaf», with more ybath ^an beatit]^, and dm^sA iH thfi^ 
iMdM, AiAe thetns^lrea cofldpicitoad by thei^ bold fMing, ML 
qrifrt carried ciff the pilm of horsemanlihlp fh>itt tbeif aiiHts- 
liera. 

"i. Bkeitek of Btadeira <«70ti1d Be ihcom}A^{e ind^, ^Mftbat 
«ftbe nitetidli of its -wiixek. Three ^^a*6 agb, -^hWi ft *Hte 
miW^ a xbatter of personal interest, I vfSited tlud Island^ fiA 
gkinM considerable inibrmation on the sobject. Madeira then 
jrfodnted abottt thif-ty thousand pit)e8 annually, one thiltl of 
%Mdi was consumed on the island, one-third distilled into 
britidy, and lie remainder exported. About one-fhird of the 
eftportfttion weht to the United States, and th^ balance to 
other pArts of the world. The best wines are principally sent 
io ottr own counti-y — ^that is to say, the best exported-^lbr 
Teiy HttJe of the first-rate witie groes out Of the island. Th6 
pr«^08 of adulteration is as thoroughly tlnderetood and prac-* 
Sited here, as anywhere else. The Wine bent to the United 
States is a kind ihat has been heated, to gite it axi artffibikl 
<Se. Th6 rtjod6 of opieration is simply to t)our the ^ne ibto 
Ikrge fatal, and submit it ibr several daytj to a h)eat of abbut 
f Rh. After «iis ordeal, Ihe -(^ine is not mnch im|)rovtld hf 

Ttabf^ are other modes of adultei^lion, into the myiifei4el df 
mft^ I waft not admitted. One fdct, isbmmniiibdt^ tb iiii^ 
B;^ i& enliiietit wine-metcha^t, may shftke ^e fti^ of ^ra 
M^MsMkv a tH as to thb gennitlehe%ir«^f their f^mvMd BeV^i^^ 
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It i», tiiat, from a uogle pipe of '' moi^r wine/* ten 
manufactured by the help of inferior wine, l^is ^ 
wine*' is that which has been selected for its excell^D^^ 
is seldom exported pure. The wines^ when fresh HftnnP 
vintage, are as various in their flavour as our cider. It 
taste and smeli that i^e various kinds are selected, aiW 
the poorer wines are distilled into brandy, and tiie beti^ 
put in cases, and placed in store to ripen. The liquor itr 
time to time racked off, and otherwise managed untii i^tMrf 
for exportation. It is inmriably '^treated'' with brai^. 
French brandy was formerly used, which being now p^l^ 
bited^ that of the island is substituted, although of an inftrf^ 
quality. 

. Besides the '^ Madeira wine," so famous among c^dviitti- 
ists, there are others of higher price and superior esMndttfiSiD. 
There is the '^Sercial,*' distinguished by a kmd of P(^^ 
taste. There is the Malmsey, or '< Ladies* wide,** and' %^ 
^' Vina Tints,*' or Madeira Claret, as it is sometimes callM. 
The latter is made of the black grapes, in a peculiar tn«d&ef. 
After being pressed, the skins of the grapes are placed hk a 
vat, wli^ere the juice is poured upon them and suffered to dlwiid 
several days, until it has taken the hue required. The ti^sfe 
of this wine is between those of Port and Claret. There is a 
remarkable difference in the quality of the vintages of tlie 
north and south sides of the island ; the former not behig a 
third part so valuable as the latter. The poorer classes dittd: 
an inferior and acid wine. 

The vineyards are generally owned by rich proprietors; % 
whom they are farmed out to the labourer, who pays haiir^ 
produce when the wine has been pressed ; the govemimit 
first taking its tenth. The grape-vines run along frame^witi^ 
raised four or five feet from the ground, so as to allow the 
cultivator room to weed t^ stalks beneath. The Ifaiest gn^ 
are those which grow upon the sunny side of a waH. ^At fte 
9eason of vintage, the grapen are placed in a kind of ecM^; 
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|yyjp!|nB tbey wee first cniriied by men's feet (all wines, even the 
and purest, having this original tincture of the haman 
tiien pressed by a beam. 

the very finest wines in the world are to be found 
at the suppers given by the clerks, in the large mer« 
Jl^ttpe bonses of Madeira. By an established custom, when 
ff^ of their corps is about to leave the island, he gives an en- 
jtfl9r<;fdi|ii>ent> to which every guest contributes a bottle or two 
pf ^IBriae. It is a point of honour to produce the best ; and as 
tfne.ctorkaknow, quite as weU as their principals, where the 
bc^ is to be found, and as the honour of their respective 
l^miiefl is to be sustained, it may well be imagined tiiat all the 
bon-^vanis on earth, were they to meet at one table, could 
ji^pdly produce siich a variety of fine old Madeira, as the 
dM^ of Fnnchal then sip and descant upon. In no pince do 
mon^mtile clerks hold so respectable a position in society as 
hc^ ; owing to the tacit understanding between tiie^ princi- 
pstsi^ and themselves, that, at some future day, they are to be 
adioitted as partners in the houses. This is so general a rule, 
^i Hbe clerk seems to hold a social position scarcely inferior 
to ^mt of the head of the establishment. They prove their 
c^alm to this high consideration, by the zeal with which ihey 
in^^ve their minds and cultivate their manners, in order to 
fix ereditably the place to which they confidently aspire. 
_, At my second visit to Madeira, I find the wine trade at a 
ycary low ebb. The demand from America, owing to temper- 
ance, the tariff, and partly to an increase taste for Spanish, 
Freaxik, and German wines, is extremely small. Not a cargo 
t»8 been shipped thitiier for tiiree years. The construction 
^ven to the tariff, by the Secretary of the Treasury, will in*- 
fiisanew life into the trade. 

^,. -The hills around the city of Funchal are covered witii vine- 
e3FfCd«b«* ^ ttp w the grape will grow; then come the fields 
Mpf vegetables ; and the plantations of pine for the supply of 
(tt^city. The island took its name from tiie great quantity of 
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m \m *f ^ P^*l»^t^i cpuwfler^ljle ^t^lW W PW* ^ft-l* 
caltivation of the pine-tree, which p^o^ac^i ijlii^j^^p^firefjjltf 
^ 1^ qf ^^04. In ti^elve OP thirtp«[i ywa% it in ftifff 
t^ ip^** §»§ cQ5wwcl^^ ^ ¥^*^^e prtPe- 5"^ W H^ 
Tf^^^otwi^, we so-w on^ pl^t^t^on, in yrkic^ fifty i*r 43^ 
%^^| t^ h§€!|[| C0y^4 ^|th m^i mW^ ^ few F W» ; «PTO 
of t}x^ vsijf^^ treea ]^^ p^ay fi* iftch hiffc. Tki|t M^.l^ 
Qfyasf^ of ^ TOorniflg'fi ridp, we wopnd Icftiii %i reg^ qf 
t)^ lf^U°8 ^pcl loxviriant vii^e, into th^t of ^ ^^li^ 
and infionl^ie pi^ ; it in ]ik^ being transported by en ctynfai irt 

figfi) i^f 9^]^%\ c^rap of ^9fiem iflto thp wigfi^d npfwtP'rf 

|n f oipfi T)P th^ poQi^tain, thfi t^^vellfr «ng ftq <> ^ mm 
im»m^> ^^V meii i^Tid w^w^^, wift bn^dlw.of wviedt4fi 
^%n|^ f^ ^^Ipi for fire--wo)o4, which actf cmfa4<td im^ Hi 
h994L 'pi^flf y^^f tliey ^^Uf ifev^ mile^, an4 |l«*«?». lift 
ftpi^h|^|tl^p?Hjfor.tpAortw^VQCf»ti^iece. A?^^4ei^|»8|^ 
enHy li9 cw¥^S?4 % wy 0^ m^i^^, ^Q;w^ ttp sfe^F ll» 
^i^li^ ^ flie Irillil. |n ftfi citjr, bn^t^^w^ fu^ dwm to 
QW}, on Ifttle dracKb wtuc^ |4^de ^a^ily p^es ^ «nif% 
impd Bftv^nifWti. The dn^e,? p^bwb i^ bi% lw4 * lQ»i» 
Wi%lHt ftJl^^dlfi, pr wiift*aii^(iUMr WQ»14 tpni* a '^ V?t 
If any di^Scnlfr Qcc^i: w drfi^iw *ha lo^* th^a 090^ mfftii 
^WP ^ftw tJie d?a«, wihipl^ readily gUd^ ^^eff it 

T^ beggilia qf ?V(iptch^l are nmnerona apd ^^poost^Dili, 
^ il^y pf t|^^ wretched enpugJi, a**, in q^^«|fin(^( 
^ ppfswpn to witnei||. With n ft^^d. | l^ m\^ « W 
f^t ^9 a'^lqcl? i|i th^ pa^c^yi^ l^e pftirfr pf oiir hq^i ^ 
e«»?fittnp iMI ^* «K^ ^?^*^ a» to^r, lia^ retpfe^^^ 8jid| as. f^U i||^ 
family slept in the back part of the hqi;^;, y^; -^ei^^ n|||)ilft j^ 

l^i^M^e^ Qccupjied t^e Jfrcmt ^^rtmewtfii, b^t mxoqfne^ ^ 
W^ i^^ve^ fV^ troul^lft ^bp\^t t<i^ nmfetey, ei^f^i ^ 
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^h^BT iile^p. Oa the olter hand, our am^themaci were loader^ 
ap^ q^sdi» m hitter upon these inhospitable inmates. Finally^ 
wttfer l^it m bonr'fi vigorous but ineffectual awault npon the 
poyt^V we retreated in despair^ and betook ourselves to walk 
tt# vtjCpets. The night was beautiiully dear^ but too cool for 
Ite enervated frame of an African voyager. We were tired 
-with dancings and occasionally sat down ; but the door-steps 
weffQ:!^ of stonej, and> though we buttoned our coats closely, 
it ^n^|^(i]||.pQssible to remain long inactive. 

.{iwff monung, we approached ihe door of the Cathedral, 
1^ fr^w abont to seat oursel ves^ when we perceived a person 
c|anfptring on ik» spot, and apparently asleep. The slumber 
yr^m ^t sound ; £ar when we spoke, ayounggirl, a mere rose-. 
bn^ of a Wfsmaa, about fourteen years of age, arose and 
i|Wll9re4« ^^ ^as very thinly clad; and, w^^ her whole^ 
fiHmfi4hi^oring, the poor ti^g assumed an airy and mirthful 
clifiilil^qaen^ to %ttrapt us. It was grievous to im^agine lu> w 
nmi^mghtslike tys the unhappy girl was do<»ned topass,^ 
iif$^ 9ji her nights were such, unless when vice and degrade 
atim pr^i^ored her ^ temporary shelter. Ever since that hour, 
yiiem I pifture the pleasant island ol JVfodeira, with its aun« 
slwi% «b4 its vpeyar4>, audita jovial inhabitants, the shadow 
o£4li^ miserable child glides through tiie scene. 
. Od0 of the moat beautiful houses of worship I have ever c»en 
is tlMB Eng^ah chmroh, just outside of ike city of Funchal^ 
TkB adi^ ^ no steeple or bells, these being jarohiluted by 
ij^ treaty between Portugal and Great Britain, which perr 
mits the English protestants to erect churches. Y^u aj^ 
jff9fifik it through n«at gravel 'v?al]M> U^ "^th the most 
bi^iiak^ ^WV^ im4 tMe ii|^ such ];^94naificent()rofu«on, tl^t 
1|^1^4inflrn[W be f^d to stand io^ ihe midst of a grefit 
fl^f^ac-g^rdcff^ The aqpiept is certainJly more agre^le, if not, 
more appropriate, than that of the tmhst(^^ and little hilv 
locks which usually surround the sacred edifice; it is one 
method of rendering the way to Heaven a path of flowers. 
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On entering the churcb> we perceive a circoiar apartiMBt, 
lighted by a dome of stained glass. The finish of the interior 
is perfectly neat, but simple. The organ is fine-toned, aod 
was skilfully played. Pleasant it was to see again a cbnrd 
f&ll of well-dressed JEnglish — those Saxon Tafces,' lidafifiMT 
kin to our own — and to hear once more the familiar serl^, 
alter being so long shut out from consecrated walls 1 . 

Sunday is not observed with much sedans, is Madaira. 
On the evening of that day, I called at a fViend*s house, in^en 
thirty or forty persons, all Portuguese, were collected, Wiihpat 
invitation. Music, dancing, and cards, were introdnie^Pfir 
fhe entertainment of the guests. The eldfer poffton sst^bwa 
to whist ; and; in a comer of tlie large dancing rooin, oifiPlJf 
the gentlemen established a faro -bank, which attractedf^fillil 
of the company to look on, or bet. So much more poW^MH 
were the cards than the ladies, that it was fonnd ^flSsdtr^ 
enlist gentlemen for a single cotiAion. After a WhlX4, ^UAUSk 
was abandoned, and cards ruled sapreme. The martM44BIII 
made bets as freely as the gentlemen ; and ^verdl ^yiMtiai& 
ones, though more reserved, yet found courage to ptft ddihi 
fheir stnall stakes. I observed one sweet girt of'HiktM, 
standing over ^e table, watching tiie gatne <with lotMse'tt- 
terest. Methought the game within her bosom was ibr tui^k 
serious stake than that upon Ibe table, and lietter tlrortfeihe 
observer's notice. Who should win it ?— her guaidUtalirig^^ 
or the gambling fiend ? Alas, the latter ! She bashfhll^ drew 
a little purse from her bosom, and put her stake dc^ '-iHilh 
thertot. . . ,» 

The carrency of Madeira is principally composed of 11^ ^d- 
fashioned twenty cent yieces, called cru^ados, wMdh pisT kt 
tbfe rate of five for a dollar. Payments of thoniMmda of ^ilarf 
are made in this coin, which, not Wing profitable to itoft, 
Circulates from hand to hand. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

f fm tlH m 9}L to ISbetU. Coflto PbatatioiL Diiitttr on Shore. Chiiaeter of 
.^C^ Hldab Bhellfl and Sentimciit. Visit to the Council Chamber. The 

New Georgia Repretentative. A Slave-ship. Expedition up the St PaoTs. 

Sugar Man wfM .' to t y . Mavmee^s beautiAil Oraad-Dau^iter. The Sleepy Dit^ 
<mbi. TheMwgiwoTwe 
-X .;.-£*• 

J^fitvonty 28.~We are on our retom to Liberia. The skip 
ip^dfg^iped to cruise sloug the whole coasts from Gape Meaurado 
t<^%Bjrlyer Gaboon^ touching at all important and interesting 
l^inntv* It will present the best opportunity yet enjoyed, to 
Jtj^l^^.. whatever things worthy of notice the country can 
JPI^eDit. Hourly^ as we approach tiie coast, we perceive ili^ 
^IS(fpf«m^ in temperature. It is a grateful change, that of 
wu;^t(»r to summer. Last night was as mild as a summer 
^Ffi^oi; ^t home. I remained on the forecastle till midnighti 
iggffyjpg tiie moonlight, the soft air, and the cheerful song 
Q{^^cric]Eet,. which had been, in some manner^ brought on 
lm?4jitt Porto Praya, a week ago. He seems to be the 
fttn^eai of ih^ crew> and now nightly pipes to the forecastle 

. Our ships sUdes along almost imperc^tibly, yet gets over 
tba^^iea wonderfully well. @he is a noble ship, stiff, fast, and 
^. Her motion is very easy, and her performance, whether 
in frt^ng or light breezes, is always excellent. Her grating- 
deck has been taken off, as it made her a little top-heavy vA 
tHueasy^ and detracted from her speed ; and she is infinitely 
.^tter for the change. 

, MfJkrgh 2. — Anclunred at Monrovia, in less than eight days 
^^W Porto Praya, although the winds were light, most of th^ 
time. Several of our Kroomen, who left us, two months ago, 

completely dressed in sailor-rig, came on board with only a 
» 5 
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hat and a handkerchief^ and forthwith {ff oceeded to haul npott 
the ropes^ as before. 

6« — ^I have been waUd^ t^PJf ^ i^'^8^ Benedict's eoSi^^ 
plantation, irom the condition of which I find little encoqrajpjn 
mmM ta iiexaoaa dtspottd td easage in i^ bnatn eii d *iM|§. 
trees are ciertamly not so thrifty;, and are apparei^% !^ti^ 

weeding done; consequently, the pl^ftlltiwi 4i-:ft^HTOMni 
with grass and bushes, and looks as if the forest mig^t^at a» 
distant day, reclaim its children. AH the trees have boca 
transplanted ftom the neighbouring woods, and, it is said^ te 
aot ionrish so weU aa those raised from seed, in nursezjai^ 
Qeneral Lewis has sevesal thousand cofiTee-plants growiH# 
from^the seed, and, in two or three years, -«l^ill have tesM Cn^ 
Gomparativa advantages of this plan. 

I dined ashore to-day. At the table were a Dutchnu^ k 
Dime, fear American officers^ and Colonel Hicks. All, except 
myself were good talkers, and composed a delightful dinner* 
party. Colonel Hicks, of whom I have before spc^n iii ^la 
Journal, is one of the most shrewd, active and sigreeable Bd^ 
in the cok>ny. Once a slave in Kentucky, and afterwards jm 
New-Orleans, he is now a commisnon-merchant in Monrovia, 
doing abusiness worth four or five thousand dollars per anii^* 
Writing an elegant hand, he uses this accomplishment to fta 
best advantage by inditing letters, pn all occasions, to ^gm 
who can gh^ him business. If a French vessel riiows Jm 
flag in the harbour, the Coloners Krooman takes a letter to 
the master, written in his native language. If an Americui 
n^aa-G^war, he writes in English, ofiering his services, and 
naming some person as his intimate friend, who will ptobab^ 
be known on board. Then he is so hosptable, and his house 
always so neat, his table so good — ^his lady, moreov^, is such 
a friendly, pleasant-tempered person, and so good-looking, 
into the bargain — that it is really a fortunate day for the 
stranger in Liberia, when he makes the acquaintance of 
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OotaA^I asd Ifn. fficka. Every day, after iiieba«iiiei0 of the 
mofniBff is coadnded, tiie Colonel dresses for dumer^ whidi 
a]H^eaf» upcm tKe ti^ at three o'clock. He presides with 
cr wii nB d^gan^ mid ta^te; his stories ai^ good^ and Uf 
q n ^ ^Ho s w vmmg' To te sore, b^ ooeasiooally oonumtit 
mttft p^istakes, soithy for instance, as speaking of America as 
)at Alowt Ifeter; bat, o«^ tl^ whole, even witheit any allow- 
^mmlim m djB/ko^Y^ edneation, he appears wonderfiiUy welU 
Gte ciMvnuoitan^ is t9» incUcative of strong sense, as well a« 
9m4 ti^te, net to be pentioned;— 4ie is not ashamed of hi» 
colowr, but speak* of it without constraint, and without etforV 
Moat c^loared mm avoid alluding to their hue, thus betraying 
aiaoirUud seunlMlity upon the point, as if it were a disgracfol 
ani ftttMing dispensation* Altogether the Colonel and W 
lad^ft make many friends, and are as a^pMurently happy, and as 
truly ref^pectAbl« as any coi^le het^ or elsewhere. 

Coming to tibe beach, we fowB4 no boat ; and neigiy half an* 
Ikmut passed be^Mie one amved to take us on board* In the. 
inteW) I strolled along the shor^ picking up the small i^KAk, 
wkkik ih^ waves had throi/m in abundance upj^n the sand. In^ 
the esye of aeonohologist, they would have bee^ of little value, ^ 
as all of then were common, and none possessed more than a 
angle valve. But the purple blush of the interior pleased me ; 
and wbat is more, I was gathering these trifles for a lady whom 
I have never seen, yet whom I trust i^t I may venture to count 
NMotg nor^ MendSb I know tiiat she* will be pleased with 
the poor offnang and its giver ; for each of these shells i» 
HakeA witii a thought that Itow over ite «ear-fnMn the sunsei 
^ore of Africa to a fireside in New England — and returned 
^0Boe to the wand«rer, bringingr grateful fancies, reminis- 
QsgiMS, and hopes* It waa a smiMng hal^bour. 

^.•t--Ashorei and m the eouocil-ehamber. It is a spacioius 
apartoi^t on the second door of th& sto^e-bidldiiig recently 
SQSct«d for the purpose of a iegislatir^ I^l an<l Court-Qouse^ 
The Governor presided, sitting in a high backed ro^Jjing-chair ; 
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log -lAntifit iif aW ^ 

wUidi, by the by, the natives call a " Mi8«k)il«t7 -Hw**." 
The Colonial .Secretary actc^ a« cbief-tlerk, ieeOt Do6*ot W©tt, 
in gold-bowed spectacles, as his assistant. An migiifliy ]wi# 
irith big feet and striped hose, seemed to enfrom itt 1^ #ihr 
person the offices of door-keeper, sergeant-at^aroM, Bt$^^pK0$ 
The councilproper consisted of ten members, whiosatatfl^Milk 
dAks, arranged semi*ciwmlariy in front of tlie GiymttkBr^ -5 
gpectators occupied mde benches in ^ rear of ^le^ i 
The qnestioB before the council related to ^i^boitiiiii'o^w 
ittarket-honse in Bfonrovia, at the e^tpense ^ ikm^e^mam 
wealth, as proposed in one of the sections of -a MH tfr^dfrmtir 
city government. This being a matter of aomeiaterMV^Mk 
member expreslwd his views, but wHh snc* brevity te^ttt 
whole debate occnpied scaroely forty minntos, a1thooj|i nuf i ilA 
individuals spoke twice. This conciseness waa kas la>^vii!ll« 
of choice than necessity^ at^bntable ditefly to the fact^ ^t 
the presiding officer set his foee against aH vagariei of ^o- 
quenee, and kept the speakers strietty to^e point. '^' If ^ttt 
wandered in the least, he was instantly called to orders «Bi 
compelled to take his seat, upon tlie slightest devhttion fitonr 
the rules of t^ house. One of the members was a wsliar 
specimen of humanity than even our legislative bodies at hmae 
have ever presented to an admiring wold. Hetwaa «Ta« 
captured African, representing New Georgia, an sneooAh 
figure of % man., who spoke very broken EngMsh^ with gival 
earnestness, and much to t^e anrasement of his brother tmam 
aellors and ike audience generally. I regret my inabiHty ifr 
preserve eitt^r the matter or the manner of so wginal.~«« 
orator. 

' Here, as in the varunis other situations in whidi I kaveaett 
him placed, Governor Roberts acquitted Inmself as a digttiied 
manly, and sensible person. Deriving Ins appointment -ftom 
tbe Society at home, he can act wfthmore ind^Mttdence^ in m 
official capacity, than if indebted to t^e voices of the mem^iefi 
for bin position* - • -»-• 
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1#4— ^t flea 9i§9ka, on our way to GaUenas. 
; i^-.^^-^^ itk with the Snglish brig-of-war Fenet. Oar cap* 
^Vipt on. boards and was UAd that she had been engaled 
r ahuB^fr^i^y^ry four days ago« Prevkma to the actum, tiie 
k to GaU^Ma, where tiia Fenet's pinnace was at 
She van aloi^nde of the boat, with three guns out on 
ftflbfte, acad h«r waist fhU of nrasketeers—a snpmorify offeree 
hm m^tm-^trnhkh Hie pinnace did not venture to attack her ; 
aiid«'tj»iAip took in nine hundred or a thonssnd slaves, and 
^sveiit «i&aniBDle8ted. At sea, she encoimtemd the Ferret, and 
was Ibed'into repeatedly by that vessel, daring the night, bull 
fliiQiseeded in making her esci^. The slaver was undo 
PorMgaiese' coloora, and is said to have been iormerly the 
i Ms tflriean itep Crawford, now owned by Spaniards, and bearing, 
ii^^paiiish luttne* 
' '■ I€.-^Again came to an andior at Monvovku 

*l9.-i^Jnst vetamedfrom anexcnniott np the 8t. Paul's river. 
Hkk^ officers, in company with Dr. Lugei^beel, left Monrovia 
WBBmonn^ in the foreno(m, in (me of our boats, rowed--an<i 
w«if rowed too— by five Kroomen. Near the village, wa 
pnajcd from the Mesurado river through Stockton's <^peek, 
seven or eight miles, to the St. Paul's. Oar first landing was 
aa^the pnUieihrm, where the manu&cture of sugar was going 
on* Twelve Kroomen (whose power, in this country, is ap- 
plied to as great a variety of purposes as those of steam and 
wttHmt in our own) were tomtng the mill by two long levera, 
^Rftilking round and round in one interminable circle, like the 
bors# in an old-fashioned bark^mill. Three or four boys fed 
tiie mill with cane, which about a score of colonists were em- 
plvfed m cutting and bringing in by small armsfuU, from a 
ft field in tha imntecUate vicinity. The overseer, Mr. Moore, 
and a few ol^er persons, were occupied in boiling the cane- 
jmee. Mr. Moore informed me that sixtemi Kroomen were 
employed on the premises, at thvee dollars per month, and 
twenty-five colonists at sixty-two and a half cents a day, be* 
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sides i^dr food. 11m ywiv they vmOcs aliOW* ft«r^ btntol ' 
sugar (which wiU oosi at least tw«nt3Hihre Mats par poi||'^ 




aB4 tvo pipes of HiolaasBS. The cana^ now im vmmti^ § 

namirfaotnr^ ia YeKy> tmOX ami iiipiofttabk» 9ii>QHk^ 

kind haviat l^eea already poand^ Vha 

viatohad ba^dnDg, with* thatched ioo^mhI 

boasdad Ito a oqv^ahed. Tfaasiiiv9nelbavhpAesai»Ml 

btey and ten ^oasand hees in laU hil^ ahoi^ the 

BMBt ; tin insests Udcfoi« hir tft hoard ap mofofl^il *iiift 

Ihe 8«9ar*aiaaiiftMt«rav». • .W- 

Mr. liooie had aecmapaaied the Niger exfediti<m Ift-^ip' 
capaeity ef ftyrmer, and resided nine or tea m^^ if ^^ 
medeltMn, ij^thoat nadergoing the praval^al si^mesa^ 
ahneat e¥eiy> white man pesished, the ookwred 
survived. A large amount of property was lef| in thflilMilt 
of Bfr. Moore^ and he retumed vri^ the expadiim ta Wth 
land. As superiateadeat oi the publto Ihrm, he now tec^tf^ 
from ^le Colonization Soeietya salary (A three hundfed^oMII 

Leaving the ftom, we soon entered ike St Paal% a aalto 
Tit^r, wldoh comes rolling onward from the yet anexpltffid 
interior of the country. Following its course a mile or SMRS 
towards ihe fieA, we arrived at Maumee's Town^ a viilaga Hf 
tbMy or forty huts^ where a considerable slave-trade INa 
carried on, until broken up by the colonists under GoTeraiv 
Afltenan. Old Maumee still resides here, and cherishes alih 
ter hatred against the Libenansy and all Americans and Sni^iaiSr 
men, as having caused the ruin of her profitable coiaawiWfc 
The old hag was not now at home, having obeyed ishe tttstall 
of the coun^ by retiring to a more secluded e^t, fortli 
purpose of nursmg a sick grand-^g^ter. The persons wil» 
remained were quite uninteresting. The only nQtie«a3Mte 
group was composed of two women, one lyui^ flat on hftf 
face, with her head in the other's lap. Her hair being cooMI 
out as straight as the tenacity of Hs curls would allow, iMT 
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Awichftii imnm> lU 



■ g t liw i p^y^^mid % goidc^ wi emvad tta mT«r« fad> M tkia 
Vf^wM^k'mWiKV^ thaviadi9ct<»f^ tW cU^ «ad] 

k)#M MSwito her gw»d-d«iiiUe(> toi i^ iwkMi i^n te 
principal object of oar excursion. On my fjomoiev viajji te 
m i WiiMW^ teiy% fimi Off fi¥#SAOnttiflt •9<^tiB^ gid«3|oiM a 
emat fM of adflOtiivati«n t^ to Veauty aad ckamiaf aaiplu 
eiliF' ,8h^w^theaikdrieenorfbiUileen)raaraofafe, atei^ 
BVHtatto^ wtk lai|^ «fid «aH likek eyM, aad ^ bobI bctti 
liia% vbite teeth m the world. Het figmpe^ tiuMogh iKtaU^ ia 
pwfcatly ayiMwetriwil* ^^ ^ tte d^Uog of the old Qoefin, 
iidio«a afbrtiaivi exhaast themsdves mfsnk top wvlb aU ti^ 
PMSioflualaiiiaof h^ temperaoieat-Hipl tbe Huua nsfeaeweoOyy 
baMOaa te girlHi owa motiber ia daadi 

Wa eaiared tke hut, as I have said> witbaat oeremoi^, asA 
Kkohed ahoat ua foi^ tbe beaatilal giaad-dautfhter. But, on 
Hhgliing ^ object of oar aaaroh, a l^d of remona or dfoad 
o«M. oraa w, mok as often afota thQ«e wbo intrude upon 
thaawftjueaa of slunJ)ar. Tbe 0irl lay asleep ia tha a^CMin 
ing apartment on a mat that was spread over the bard gnwA^ 
aad wi^M pillow baa^ath bee Qbeel^. One arm wa« hy her 
sii^thie o^ev above bev bead-r-raad 9he ^«pt ^o^ c^aiatiiyi «Ad 
dmw f»^ imparoeptJMe breath, that I so«^^]iy thought b^ 
alive, ^(th s<w^ li^le di^c^lty she was rpused, aad aw<»ka 
with % frightened c»y— a strange and t^roken mnwaar-rraJ^ if 
sh^ weia lopkjng dio^y out of her aleep^ ^d knew aoi whftt 
ih&it. oar figasea were Fea)> or only the pbf^itasi^s of a ^n^sm^ 
Her eyes were wild aad glas9y> and she seemed tq ba ia paia, 
Wbila ^wake, ttoca was a it^rvou^ twitching about bar mpa^ 
and- ia b?r ^gaia ; hat, being «ga|a extp^ded PW *e m^^ 9^ 
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left to htifwAti thme symptoiiis of dkqaiottsie {MMBed^MUHrg 
and she Blmont immediately sank again Mo ik» 4t^ Mi| 
heavy sleep, in which we found her. As her ejFM 
ekMid their lids, the sonbeams, struggling throngb 
crevices between itM reeds of the hut, gtimmerad 
h^l»ad. 'Perhaps it was only the aervoas motoic^ 
gers; hnt it seemed as if she were drying to citeh tto^iilin 
fays of ^ son and make playtMngs of them^-HMr ^se tl»llp|i 
tiiem into her soal> and iUnnanate iiie slumber 4hatloolMl!*| 
BBBsty a&d dark to as. • r "r ; f *ia 

This poor, doomed girl has been suffering— no^no^floftlM 
for, except when foiciUy aroosed, there appeaimtolit titHi^ 
eannees— but she had been Hagerii^ two monlhf m a 4if(iM 
peculiar to Alrioa. It is called ilie " sleepy disegsOy'^ mbm 
considered incurable. The persons attacked by ^ mt AM 
who-take Httle exeroue, and live principi^ly on vfgnWMwtf 
partiealarly cassady and rice. Some aaci^ it aHo|SBA^!lil 
ike cassady, which is si^n^osed to be strongly nuvofifk .yJftHk 
improbaUy, the climate has mnoh inflaaiy, Hbe, iKse aaei luiay 
most prevalent in low and marsl^ sitaa^ooi. Ifwwii^ftln 
drowsiness contmually weighs down the patienl^ who^ omi^ 
k^ awake only for the fbw moments needful to MOi^m^Wfi^ 
food. When this lethargy has lasted three or fomr laonlh^ 
death comes — ^with a tread that the patient cannot hear, and 
makes the slumber but a little more sound. 

I found the aspect of Maumee's beautiful grand-daughter in- 
conceivably afPedsag. It was strsnge to beh(^ her so quiet* 
ly involved in sleep— from which it might be supposed sbe 
would awake so iull of youthful life — and yet to know 'ftat 
this was no refreshing slumber, but a spell in which sb» wias 
fhding away from the eyes that loved her. Whatever mfjM 
chance, be it grief or joy, the effect would be tiie same. WlN^ 
ever should shake her by the arm — whetiier the accents of a 
friend fell feebly on her ear, or those of strangers, like 0Q^ 
selves, Ihe only response would be that troubled ciy, as of a 
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AMICM CWI8BB. U9 

i|^bii^ttuit'b«vered on 1^ toaBmn of botti worldi, a&d eoiAi 

PnPie syBipa^ ifritli nei^r. And yet^ wiiiial, it teeiiied 00 

\fa0ff^^^ayiolm^^kw$i^l Bojoy yonr life ! CamtoSiim 

timber p. But oaly ike peal of tiie lasttnuvipet 

liar^ottt of Ibfttmjrsterioiifl nkej^ - 

'-^^tt^^^t^/^fny^yntpmedmOw tiie InrnioheB of ^ ifi«i- 

gflfc^^stMr, Mid polled some of the long fhiiioreeed. Tfaie 

tftaf^ar seed k about fifteen or sixteen inches long^ and in its 

g W BJtlf i ti 'di saiPt i r not more tban an inch. It is roond, hearyi 

aad pointed at both ends. When ripe, it detaches itself horn 

9fimaitnstai0(fm, to which the smaHer end has beoi finnly jdn*- 

e^ywasA Mh with soiBcMnt fetee to implant itself deeply in 

V After a ftrw days^ it burins to idioot^ and soon be« 

a tiM manpove. This tree has muiy strings to its 

}Bm0\ IbP, 'wWb ii» seed is growings as here desoribed, tiie 

bnfaMlssiRnd down slender and cord-like dioots^ porhaps 

iKf^fMilong^ and less ^an an indi in tbidmess. These 

^l&e &lto to rnnd, and aid in girmg sestenance to the trw. 

TM#tlHr Mangrove i^nesents the i^^>earance of a large tree^ 

ss i ppen^ed by hundreds of lesser tninks, standing so thickly 

tdjgtliier «s to be impassable for even small animals. l%erein 

^Hifbrs from the troe described by Milton> to which it other* 

w#i»'seems to bear an analegy :^ 

-tf- ' '^". ,■ - ■ 

" In the ground 
The bended twigs take toot, and daughters grow 
About the mother-tret, s pillarM shade, 
^. ., - :fiigbovwiuehed,attdeehoiiiswiUu between!** 

^^ ^turning to the flhip> we found it lighted tip> and the 
^^aiare. about to open. The scenery has been much improved, 
sj«(jp^^e last performance^ and the actors are more {>erfect iu 
ti»ir,pwrts. 
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The Theatre. Tribute to Goyemor Buehanan. Arrival at Settia Kroo. 
Purser. The Mktf en^Sdiool. €leaiiliiie«i of Ike Kittvet; Vtear 
MP^'livee. Nathnpt Ifmejr, Mn,l$avyfr. M^umt^oi lwif % i w i jrf^ ij 
l^ifNatii^ J(:|^np^(!ristif»|of^ 1^^<< 

land with the African Coast. , . . 



AiircA Sl.-^THi 8c«iieey of tiia thMtve Imriag 
l^ liianitiy tii& otlMr aigkt^ it ia «pread out to datf^ uoA 
be m-painted. Modi inteiMt k Mt in the Dnm^ 
axert|oiii» of ^e pacfoTmem aie rawAiiad with Ml 
Bi§^^« Same ef the acto» have eviSuMy tsntddeft* 
hmrd» %w Ihe^e. Among two hnndiad ts^^ mmkf, of 
have led wM aad disi^>f4ed linee en «iMsre> it ia eaugF t» Mpt 
pqaa^t enough aie famiMav wi^ iAm theato iit 6oiildf*#» 
eaitain^ and a few hehiMl it. Thna a teloabie eotppaiMjp illjl" 
been ootteotedi needing oply a few famale recmits'to iwii## 
pMiict. The ^beaiee and eeenory wove phmatmL Ify gumef 
aaheenption, and sie ahowy aa w^ as a^^peprkte; aiidnipif9 
a aunager nuf^daem himaelf fertonate to engage the 
ooiiia> Witt wardtolie and d^ovatieaa indnded^ ht ft 
campaign. On board ship, onr bwddned heMieeaie el^mi* 
importance than Booth, Forrest, or Macready ashore, as a^Md- 
ii^ amnsement tp % set qf fellowf yrb^o i^Q^d^ ^^ye piedevf 

little of it, without thii ?fJWWHS«- 

22.-— At 3 p. M; wf^ aadKtf liiP tte tefwwd, fsd stand eff 
with a good breeze. 

23. — We have passed Bassa Cove, merely sendkig in ^htkd 
letters by a Eroo-canoe, which boarded us. A conmdenlde 
settlement of colonists is established ^re. Many df iMi 
hoMes are visiUe along the shore, while two smalleib Tillage, 
in Hie immediate vicinity, are concealed by the woods. 19ie 
bar at this place has a bad reputation ; several boats haviag 
been swamped in passing it. In 1836, ten persons, inc^diog 
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%mit¥m^^wm^'^ cietib Tfm^ if^wm^ i^m^ by «kp 

anpaiziny of a Iwfat telODiiBg to Urn ftig|»t» PfttonvKg. 

of ^^heiiaj a man wbo hgi identifi(i4 ^9 lUMne with the edttn 
editfi pf tto oolony, l^ his sa(tae«Nful exertioiui to psomote iit 
HtWMtfe •»& Ee9p^aiability. No otber peWA bad d«n» aa 
Oia^b to imsTflW ^ n^Y«« with aiir^ and ve^peot for ^ 
cfdooistiy a»d tp giye Libiria an iiid«pe%4eiit pp8iti€«ii in iba 
^Wl^fimiKQm^ A yeav bfioie hii dQath> it waa my ffloA 
fiMPtottetoheaehipiBateofthisgreat and e^ceUa^t nan ; I«b 
gMM and axaaUanI I dp QPt haeitata to call himi ahhooi^ tha 
iamitMe«a of Ua apheva qf actioa hm Wi bii name camparao 
tiMi^ljf flhiMsaie* Like all who came in aontaai wtk kim> I 
WMdaeitly imprenad Vitb hit pnia> hii^hy daiermiiiad^ aad 
dii.iHiliia ^bamatef. In a frave, near ^ itillafa> ha aaleeMk 
aapot for his burial ; and there rest the remains of a teiahad 
lli»tlomBj fuaxHKHnpUshed scholar^ a Ibarksa aoldiar^ a wise 
lotMlctar^ aa ardaat philiwtbapptsti and a siaoere Christian. 
Sq tong^ as Litma shall have a hist(w> Qovian^ov Baahanaa 
will be remeaiteiad in it Honour to his ashei I 

%i, iuit|nday> No seraoe to-day> in c o a a o qnenaa of a haavy 
rate ?rh«dt aonoawee^ «* nine in the moning^ and conttsoaik 
tifta»ain^ ttftenaoan. In the evaniag^ fear w iv9 milai) 
fipfiWaiiMMlf Tfe ware boarded by the mate of an Bnglish brig, 
at amshor aff (Sra^d Botton. B» see?(ied a well-dispased, ofifc 
hand matti telling asji amoAg other 14unga> that he had ran 
«vay k^To^ the V* S^ sohQqaar ^nivf^vrnf lathe Paoifto 999tm, 
fbar years aget* This was rather a ha^ardoaa oommaniaa^on 
t(% Biake>p» the deck of a natitfaal vessel; ani It so h^penad 
thal^ne pf OTir lieuteaaats was in the £ntfdrprise> at the thata 
ralerrfd to^^ apd rameiabefad the oirimmstanoa and H^ man.. 
However^ as he had put confidence ia ^a» ^e did net molert 
hiaa. 

S5.r3-Aiwhored at Settia Krop. 
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U$ JOUBMAL OF AH 

bnt. A large, shrowd Kroomftn, Jack FuFser lay warn, 
to be tiie most important private individual bere. H^Jf ' 
great tradesman of the place, and very accommodatiiiir 
mode of transacting bnainess. We saw a flftedmen f^] 
dealings with the natives. Being told that we waiitQ^ 
he sent intelligence through (he town ; and, directly^ 
women and girls flocked to his house, each with a 
.wood upon her hea^ which she deposited near tli^ 
After twenty or thirty loads had been brought, Jwsk ^ 
came forth with a bundle of tobacco under ms arm, and 
the price of each load upon the wood, one, two, or three 
of tobacco, according to its size. There was no 
is invariably the case when a white man is the cn^UmBfy 
all assented to the decision of the tradesman. Jack 
a man of fortune, if the number of his wives, tweatyrmanjj^ 
a criterion. ^ ^*- V 

I saw a native doctor^making his " greegree,*' or cbain|t4l 
rain. There were two large mortars, with leaves, l»xi|« ill 
roots, in eaqh, and a long vine extending from one to the ^Mll^ 
Into these mortars he poured water until it ran over* . ,,,.; 

27. — Dined on shore, at Mrs. Sawyer's. The repast ejgOf 
flisted of bits of mutton in palm-butter, mutton roaated^j^ 
palm-cabbage, chicken, and papaw, with coffee, but no-ngq^ 
There are thirty children in the Mission-school, mostly^ bgi^ 
who show considerable aptitude for learning. It is an ojld^ 
cle in the way of educating girls, ihat many of them ai«)|^* 
trothed before entering school ; and, just when tiieir pr ogfcs i 
begins to be satisfactory, their husbands claim tiiem ^nd ^ 
th^n away. Mr. Wilson adopted the plan of taking ^ Ite- 
trothed ones; and, after pursuing tiieir studies in unipn 
(doubtless including the coijuga^on of the veib, to lo^ 
th^ left the school together. 

One of the scholars, a little fellow called Bobert Soutls^ 
took a strange fancy to me, and followed everywhere 9i4ggi 
beelfi expressing a strong wish to accompany me to Bn^Ams 
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When we retained to the ship^ he actually jumped into 
Ife %t^, without Baying a word, and came off^ ready for the 
Myi^g^ To be sure, there were few preparations requisite to 
1^ ten out. A handkerchief about his loins comprised all the 
^irlfiygdods of Robert Soutter. 

'-me houses at Settra Eroo are often two stories high, with 
jttifttetti round iSie whole. The entrance to the upper story is 
1$^ ladder from without. Like other native houses, they are 
Mint wifii bamboo, and thatched. There being a war with 
Wiei portions of the Kroo-people, the Beachmen have been 
iliUfJied to {daat cassada in the town itself, instead of the 
tfe iglib oaghig fields. Hence high fences are necessary to keep 
bill tiie cattie ; and these, being irregular, make it a kind of 
bi^yliiitli for a stranger. The place is one of the best on the 
6cMi^ ibr watering ships, in the dry season. A large stream 
of sweet and clear water runs through a grove of palm-trees, 
^Hm sea. Hither come all the women of the village, in the 
tiit »6riptaral fashion, with the water-jar, holding three or four 
gflttonil, on the head. The consum^^on of water by the na- 
tives is very great. Whether it be part of their religious ritual , 
1 know not--although cleanliness is in itself a religion — ^but 
fbt^ whol^ population wash themselves from head to foot, at 
letaA twice a day, in fresh water, when to be procured. Hiese 
naked people, lR>wever, are as much averse as ourselves to 
bi^ng wet by the rain ; and every man of consequence has his 
mbbrella, to protect him both from sun and shower. 

nim-trees are more abundant here than in any place which 
I fiave visited on the coast. No tree, as has been said a thou- 
sand times, is so useful as the palm. It gives a good shade, 
luaa is pleasing as an ornamental tree. The palm-nut b very 
palatable and nutritious for food, and likewise affords oil, the 
k»Bel as well as the pulpy substance being available for tiiat 
purpose. Palm-wine is ^ne sap of the tree ; and its top fur- 
Btsfaes a most delicious dish, called palm-cabbage. The trunk 
sip^fes firewood, and timber (or building fences. From ttie 
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AiM fit iMn ^ww, Hi tiisntiilfcbfOi'M. & IfroBt v^inSffif i&sb 1 
U&ddT iMtiVe do^; aiid thd htves/ bedifleH lM>ii4^ «M ii^ 
^ft^kfidt^i% liMveir, ttre eoUv^H^ ihtd iiK^I. If aatiM ftii 
fiven ihe itthftbitfttttit of AfHca ttb^in^ #!ie, thM tfii |R 
of the palm-tree would have ineltided t(M, ^lAMk, iMlfl^f, 
iM UiMfatiOB, Attd the gratait^d boon t^ Mlt%i fal«^^ 

" I haVe proctired i^bidB of the cotmtry-^ofeejr. fl 1» ««ft 
^i^tn than eoirtreiiiei^t. the " Manfll^," -WdfVti a 8^af Wl 
t half^ wonM be a fearfbl currency to make Ifti^ ji>a^i!iilAl 
iii^ beittgr ebniponed of old brasih-k^ttleft; mdt^ up> aM<Klt 
in a dand-nxould. Thd iw^i^ht ii firoM twi[» to ft^ f&mMi 
ifo that ih6 cireulatton of thk country JiAf bef fUM fH ^9^ 
iiIk>B a {vreity soM metalMc badi^. The ^' Btty«ipart,*^ tiliiiAd 
at tirenty-fire c^tir, is a piece of dolii ^mt iat^m )Kj(mf^ 
covered thickly over i;rf1^ the ^msAl sbeMir ealM coWtiAl^ 
i*^ed on. The other currency con»i«tft prindt)ally in §(iA 
giooder as have an established valve. Brass kettles^ dolftMi 
handkerchieflty tobacco^ guns, and kegs of poWder^ are WgA 
tender.* 

1^9.— Mrs. Sawyer was on boArd yesterday. It is not wKl)^ 
out fegret that we part wi1*i this interesting, eBeil|fetie> atid 
lalily Christian woman. She is ike only white peifdon lHJft, 
tod lives alone among a tribe of savages, as sa^, and peiM|ii 
more iO, than in a civ^ized city. The occasional tiiitlftf 
vessels of war prevent any evil-minded pentota fi?om molddtlBir 
iier ; but she hAs little need of guardianship of this tA^ite ; 
Ibr hdr own kiid acts, and purity of charateter, Will tAvt^ 
iBttsure her the respect of the natives. Mi^. S. told tH, Ibi^ 
hisfotd hiit husband died, the war-king of the Settra t!*dd$lnl 
qiaitelled #ith h£tt> aiid w«s hte enemy at the timtt df Hb 
dedth; Not long forwards, this warding (iftWe to IM. 
Sawyer, ^ tosui^d her of hk ptdte«iion and itlsistanee U 

• Specimens of the native money have been presented hf the aut^ox to & 
ik*tiWi&l iMtitttte at W«attigt^u^ 
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mk ttluMt ^Ui pdirer, wMoliit t«!ty gtMLt, AH lie cMkuhiMb 
aU the fightiDg-men of ^he tribe. I know not that the pa#ar 
^ ^mkkiae excellenoe has evtir been more strikhi^y acknow^ 
JWWll ^an by Mfei aet of m i&cented and barbaitmih irarrior 
SsiifllwlMi of htft initfefttee, as well m ibtt eif ih^ miinokttfiea 
iaiieW!y^i»^Ml^bry<)wiii*tolrtrcolwir. Ala^oflliftM- 
tiv«0 kM9k wiii ei^titeMpt on the cotonists, and do not he«fiat6 
Ha^ im.mm mt\ rnnf are merely liberated slavtH. On tiio 
0HM^bted>thee(%Hfi1i8^11 never recognize 11m native other- 
lH«e than Aa heathen. Amalgamation is searcely more diflknlt 
between the White and colotired races in America^than itii»in 
Al^tea>.betw0Bn the " Uadt-wMte" eolMst aad the mtadnl- 
tsmted native. 

ton ottr aitivai here, we fbnnd an English brig, whose com- 
miuBder has been oticeon board of ns. He has a large asirort- 
nieitt of tiade-goods of all norts, and his vessel id fitted np 
■#ltti a view to comfort in living, as well as the convenie&cb 
of trade. A native cotonred woman has her reiidence onboard, 
H» Ms Was^ierwoman and stewardess, and likewise, if tiie 
captain be not belied, in a more intimate relation. To-day, 
ateb, dune in another English brig, the master of which has a 
fbnkale companion, filling the same variety of offices as the 
fomoer. Many of the English trading vessels retain snch per- 
BOmk on board, daring the whole time they are on the coast. 
1i»B tnasters, so fhr as we have had opportunity to observe, 
bate generally been hard-drinking onscrapnlous men. Few 
of iftem hesitate to avow their readiness to fornix slaveni 
wife goods, eqnally with any oiher pmrchaseifr, if they can 
make their profit and get their pay. There is great jtotoasy 
among Hfe t^ders, and mach nnderiiand #ork to gret fete busi- 
iMs from each ofeer. They have native tradesmen in feeir 
interest, aU along fee coast, watching feeir rivals, and piie<« 
pittaig^ to take any advantaige that may ofl^r. Profi}and se« 
ere#^ is observed as to feeir movem^ts and nitentions. The 
i^rewfii of some vessels ax« aeldom allowed to Viiitfee shore^ 
/ 
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leit they ahoold give information aboat the affiiks ^| 
piaster. 4 

. Not a few of the reports abont American •laveni spnng fill 
this jealousy of trade. The masters of English mendutt 
vessels, jealous of the Americans^ and desirous to engross t| 
trade to themselves, report them to the British cruis^ti as mk 
picious vessels. The cruiser, if he give too ready crediBDoe | 
^e calumny, will probably overhaul the American, and 
break up his voyage ; he being, nevertheless, as honest as 
trader on the coast. But the ends of the Englisfamaiij 
answered ; he sells his cargo, and cares little aboat ihe 
plomatic correspcmdence that may ensue, and the 
embroilm^t of the two nations. 

English vessels far out-number all others on the coast. 
Madden, the commissioner to examine the condition iijf, 
British colonial settlements, reports the total impost^ 
England from the West Coast of Africa, in 1836, at £^ " 
In 1840, the exports of British products to Africa 
to j^492,128, in the transportation of which, 72,000 tqfH 
shipping were employed. Thegovemment and people of 
land are giving great attention to this coast, as an imj 
theatre of trade. A committee of the House of Common^a 
1842, made extensive and minute inquiries into the bd^^ 
and published a great mass of interesting information. 1^ 
recommended, that the Crown should resume the jorisdic* 
diction of several forts, on the Gold Coast, which have been 
given up to a committee of merchants ; and that tilers be 
new settlements established, and block-houses erected at Vft* 
rious points. 

The English have lost the gum-trade, by the French 1^' 
dizing the King of the Trazars, who holds the key to the (jp* 
country ; and the mahogany trade has been destroyed by thtt 
of Honduras, the wood from which i^ofa. better quaUfy^ 
The experiment on the part of the English, of carrying AfiiciD 
rice to compete with that of America, has likewise Med. 
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subject of American Trade with the weBt of Africa is 
jortant, that it may be well to devote a separate chapter 
r "faae account of its nature, and the methodt of carrying 



t 



CHAPTER XIV. 



I^^ttican Trade. Mode of Advertising, and of making Sales. Standard of 

.. Commercial Integrity. Dealings with Slave-Traders. Trade with the Na- 

tives. King's "Dash." Native Commission-Merdiants. The Gold Trade- 

The Ivory Trade. The "Round .Trade.'* RespecUbility of American 

Merchant-Captains. Trade with the American Squadron. 

More vessels come to the coast of Africa from Salem, than 
from any other port in the United States; although New York, 
Boston^ and Providence, all have their regular trader8\ Some 
of the^ tradechiefly to Gambia and Sierra Leone ; others to 
Gatlinas, Monrovia, and down the coast, touching at different 
points. Others, again, go to thQ Gaboon river, and the islands 
of Princes and St. Thomas ; and some stretch still farther south, 
to Be&guela, and beyond. Most American vessels bring provi- 
sions, such as flour, ship-bread, beef, pork, and hams, which 
are bought chiefly by the European or American colonists. The 
natives, however, are yearly acquiring a taste for them. The 
market being often overstocked, this part of the trade is pre- 
carious. Other exports are furniture, boots and shoes, wooden 
clocks, and all articles of American manufacture, such as are 
used among civilized men. All the vessels bring New England 
rum, leaf-tobacco, powder, guns, large brass pans, and cotton 
cloth. On these points, a great deal of correct information 
has been given by Dr. Hall, and may be found in some of the 
* numbers of the African Repository. 

The mode of trading has some peculiarities. On arriving at 
■ "a civilized settlement, the captain sends his " list" ashore to 
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0ome resident merdiaot. This tist contains a schedule i^l 
cargo, with the prices of each article annexed^ and the Idnftl 
pay required. Some take only cash. iSlost vessds, ho 
take the productions of the country at a stipulated price ; 
instance, camwood at, say, sixty dollars per ton, palm-<»iy j 
^ twenty-five to thirty-three cents per gallon, ivory, grotmd «^ 
S pea-nuts, goldduBt;i^and gum. At the Caipe de Vferd iBlandm 
salt, goat-skins, and hides, axe the ch\ffi commodities reoeiv«A 
in exchange ; at Gambia, hides ; at Monrovia, Cap^ FahaaMf 
lind bthisr settlements in Liberia^ camwood arid p^lm-<A fi* 
^ greieit sjbaples. There is likewise some woey, bat mei at 
large quantity. OgL i^e Gold Ck>as(i, liie trade is in goM^fa fe 
and palm-oil ; at the Gaboon, in ivbrj- arid gold dust; waalS^ 
Benguel^, in gum. ^ >*^-.^ 

The 'Uist" being put up conspicuously in tiie mercbanftF 
storeXsUch being the method of advertising in Liberia, whae 
the newsps^rs are not made use of, for this purpose), to 
traders, piirchasers, and idlers, come to see what is to «de. 
The store becomes, for the time being, the pul^c Exchange i^ 
iAxe settlement, where people assemble, not merely with eom« 
mercial views, but to hear the intelligence from abroad, a&d to 
diSbse it thence throughout the country. In due time, tiie 
captain comes on shore with his samples, and individual par- 
chasers bargain for what they want. Hre captain receives 
payment whether in cash or commodities, and weig^ the 
camwood, or measures the palm-oil, at the merchant's st(Mpe. 
If credit be given, the merchant is responsible, and receMt a 
perquisite of five per cent, on all sales. The captain tafcett^ 
his residence on shore, and sends lor goods from his vessel^ a* 
they are wanted ; while the mate and crew remain on bottd 
to despatch and receive the cargo. Every vessel has in ite* 
employ several Kroomen, by*whom all the boat-service is pir« 
formed. 

When the demand for goods appears to have ceased, titfr 
captain either takes his unsold cargo away^ or leaves a portioa 
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lo b^ disposed of in his hlmenee, tnd «ete Bid] ibt* ttiottMr «8i« 
Ifeifteiit. Here the same process is grone ^^irongfa irith^ Md lO 
on, nntil the eargo is sold. The captain llien tanui badc^ 
toaching at the different places where he has left goods, to re« 
cdve the proceeds, and thence home to Ameiiea, for a new 
Carf o. Regular traders have numerous orders to fill op, from 
persons resident on the coast ; taking carOi of course, to allow 
diemselves a good profit for their trouble and freight. The 
trade "with the colonists is easy, and sufficiently plain ; the 
oidy difficulty being the somewhat essential one of ebtikiniag 
payment. Colonial traders, in abundance, are eager to buy oa 
credit ; but, possessing little or no capital, they often fail id 
satisfy their obligations at the period assigned — if, indeedli 
they ever pay at all. Commercial integrity is not here of feo 
high aa. order as in older countries, where the great body of 
merchants have established a standard of rectitude, which in- 
dividnals must not venture to transgress. 

Another large branch of business is at places where 1^ 
slave-trade is carried on, as at Gallinas and Wydah. Here, 
provi^ons, guns, powder, cotton cloths, and other goods, suit- 
able for the purchase or subsistence of slaves, are sold at good 
prices for cash, or bills of exchange, llie bills of Pedro 
Blanco, Ihe notorious slave-dealer at Gkdlinas, on an eminent 
Spanish house in New York, and another in London, are taken 
as readily as cash. A large number of the vessels engaged in 
the African trade, whether English or American, do a consi- 
derable part of their business either with the slavers, or wi^ 
natives settled at the slave-marts, and who, from their con- 
nection with the trade, have plenty of money. Some of the 
large English houses give orders to their captains and timper- 
oorgoes not to traffic with men reputed to be slave-dealers ; 
but if a purchaser come with money in his hand, and ofibr 
liberal prices, it requires a tenderer conscience and sterner in- 
tegrity tban are usually met with, on l^e coast of Africa, to 
iwist the temptation. The merchant at liOBie, posittHy, is 
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mipposed to know nothing of all this. It is quite an intefi 
ing moral question^ however, how far either Old or New Bl 
land can be pronounced free from the guilt and odium ot% 
slave-trade, while, with so little indirectness, they botti 1^4 
its profits, Wid contribute essential aid to its prosecution. 

The method of trade with the natives is more tedious 
that with the colonists, and difiTers entirely in its chai 
On anchoring at a trade-jilace, it is necessary, first of 
pay the King his " dash," or present, varying in value 
twenty dollars to seven or eight hundred. Such sums as 
latter are paid only by ships of eight hundred or a thoui 
tons, and in the great rivers, as Bonny or Calebar. The 
may be considered as equivalent to the duties on foreign 
ports, in civilized countries ; and doubtless, as in those 
the trader remunerates himself by an enhanced price upon 
merchandize. 

The King being *' dashed" to his satisfaction, trade 
mences. The canoes bring off the articles which the naiitA 
have for sale ; and the goods of the vessel are exhibited 111 
return. At first, it is a slow process ; either party o£^iii| 
little for the commodity of the other, and asking much ibr hli< 
own. But, in a few days, prices becoming established oiiboftl 
sides, business grows brisk, and flags only when one party 
has little more to exchange. Native agents are emplo3red l^ 
the stranger; some being Kroomen attached to the vessel, and 
others trade-men, inhabiting the native towns. These moi^ in 
addition to their small regular pay, continually receive pre- 
sents, which are necessary in order to excite their activiiyand 
zeal. 

There is still another mode of trading, resorted to byisaay 
masters of vessels. They entrust^ quantities of goods — raiyii^ 
in value from a trifling sum up to a thousand dollars, or e^vw 
more— to native trade-men. Witii these^ or part of them^ tte 
trade-man goes into the interior, makes trade with the Bash- 
men^ and brings the proceeds to his employer. These nttire 
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be general plan is, a block-house in the centre, with 

inctures extending from each angle, two for barracks, 

9 for trading-houses; the whole enclosed within a 

b They are imposing establishments, and constructed 

K evident view to durability. It is said that all but 

I'reaA vessels are to be prohibited from trading within range 

)f tbeir gons, and that a man-of-war is to be stationed at each 

settlement. The captain of a Bremen brig informed me, that 

the Danes are about to sell their fort at Accra to the French ; 

ne gave as his authority the single Danish officer remaining at 

Accra. 

It is perhaps to be regretted that the colonies of Liberia 
were not originally planted in the fertile territory along which 
we have sailed, and which other nations are pre-occupying. 
Liberia does not appear to possess so rich a soil as most other 
parts of the coast ; there is more sand and more marsh, above 
than below Cape Palmas. But the country between Cape 
Palmas and Axim is inhabited by cruel, warlike, and powerful 
tribes ; and a colony would need more strength than Liberia has 
ever yet possesssed, to save it from destruction. From Axim 
to Accra, there is a chain of forts which have been held by dif- 
ferent European nations, for centuries ; nearly all the coast is 
claimed by these foreigners ; while the interior is occupied by 
such powerful kingdoms as those of Ashantee and Dahomey. 
On these accounts, the tract now called Liberia (extending 
about three hundred miles, from Cape Mesurado to Cape Pal- 
mas) was the most open for the purposes of colonization. 
Even within the limits just named, however, both France and 
England have recently betrayed a purpose of effecting settle- 
ments. It is to be hoped that these nations will hereafter 
transfer their titles to Liberia. Their policy doubtless is, to 
hold the country for its exclusive trade ; or until they can ob- 
tain advantageous terms of commercial intercourse with the 
colonists and natives. The attention of the Society at home, 
M well as of the Liberian government, is now fully awake to 
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the importance of securing territory. They are aware^ 
%¥ithoat vigorous and 'prompt measures to extinguish thd'iip^ 
tive title to the country between Monrovia and Cape Fa|ml^ 
foreign nations will occupy the intermediate positioiS^ vSl 
cause much embarrassment hereafter. 

17. — At Assinee. We boarded a French-brig-of-war, f^eEg- 
lantine; last evening, and learned that the vessel, which lim 
ashore here, has gone to pieces ; so that all our hurry wii of 
no avail. 

Sailed at 9 A.M. for Axim. 

18. — Last night, we had thunder, lightning, wind, andfBUi. 
•there are showers and small tornadoes, almost every mght, 
succeeded by clear and pleasant days. "We are now in rig&t 
of Cape-Three-Points, and the fort at Axim. It is pleaiant, 
after the monotonous aspect of the shore to windward, td iee 
a coast with deep indentations and bold promontories. He 
fort at Axim has a commanding appearance, and the county 
in the vicinity has a decidedly New-E nglaud look. 

19. — Ashore at Axim, where we met with some features of 
novelty. The fort here is really an antique castle, having been 
built by the Portuguese so long ago as 1600, and taken itom 
them by its present possessors, the Dutch, in 1639. It is of 
stone, built upon scientific principles, with embrasures for 
cannon and loop-holes for musketry. The walls are fotir ftet 
thick, and capable of sustaining the assault of ten thonsfflad 
natives. The fortress is three stories high, the baseni^t 
story being widest, and each of the others diminishing in plro- 
portion, and surrounded by a terrace. The two lower depart- 
ments are intended for the cannon and the mass of the dejM- 
ers ; while the Governor occupies the upper as his permaneait 
residence, and may there fortify himself impregnably, even if 
an enemy should possess the fort below— unless, they shdgld 
blow him into the air. 

The country claimed by the Dutch, extends al30ut €wtjr 
miles along thecoast^ and twenty miles into the interior^ iritt 
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%j^|mlation es^mated at about ten thousand. They deem— ^ 
pirticularly those ^ho reside in the villages beneath the for* 
tDtt^i — to be entirely nnder the controul of their European 
OUttters^ and to live comfortably, and happy in their condition. 
The natives possess slaves ; and there are also many *' pawns," 
of ^ description seldom offered to the pawnbrokers in other 
parts of the "world > namely persons who have pledged the 
service of themselves and family to some creditor, until the 
debt be paid. It is a good and forcible illustration of the de- 
gradation which debt always implies, though it may not al- 
ways be outwardly visible, as here at Axim. The Governor 
himself, who is a native of Amsterdam, and apparently a mu- 
latto, is one of those pawn-brokers who deal in human pledges. 
He is a merchant-soldier, bearing the military title of lieuten- 
9at, and is doing business as a trader. The Governor of £1 
WsuL is his superior officer, and the fort at Axim is garrisoned 
by twelve black soldiers from the former place. War has ex- 
isted for several years between these Dutch settlements and 
their powerful neighbour, the king of AppoUonia, who is daily 
expected to attack the fortress. In that event, the people In 
the neighbouring villages would take refuge within the walls, 
and there await the result. 

The native houses are constructed in the usual manner, of 
small poles and bamboo, plastered over with clay, and thatched. 
They might be kept comfortable if kept in repair, but are 
JDOstly in a wretched state, although thronged with occupants. 
The proportion of women, as well as children, appear larger than 
iu other places ; and they wear a greater amplitude of apparel 
^han those of their sex on the windward coast, covering their 
persons from the waist to the knee, and even lower. The 
mo«t remarkable article of dress is one which I have vaguely 
^"idergtood to constitute a part of the equipment of my own 
air countrywomen — ^in a word, the veritable bustle. Among 
^ belles of Axun, there is a reason for the excrescence which 
4oe« not exiflt elsewhere j for the little children ride astride of 
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the maternal bustle, which thus becomes as useful^ as it iskm' 
questionably ornamental. Fashion, however, has evid^^ 
more to do with the matter than convenience ; for old i¥ris|^ 
grandams wear these beautiful anomalies, and little gidb ii 
eight years old display protuberances that might exci^ 
envy of a Broadway belle. Indeed, fashion may be said ta 
have its perfect triumph and utmost refinement, in thiai ar^de 
it being a positive fact, that some of the Axim girls wear 
merely the bustle, without so much as the shadow of a gar- 
ment. 'Its native name is " tarb koshe." 

Axim is said to be perfectly healthy, there being no marphea 
in the vicinity. The soil is fertile and the growth luxuriant 
There is a fine well of water, from which ships may be ^ sup- 
plied abundantly and easily, though not cheaply. The landnig 
place is protected by small islands and reefs, which break fte 
force of the swell; so that boats may land with as nauch 
safety and as little difficulty as in a river. One of our 1»^ 
nevertheless, with fifteen or sixteen persons on board, ran on 
a rock and bilged, in attempting to go ashore. All were hap- 
pily saved by canoes from the beach. There is a great abun- 
dance of pearl-shells to be found along the shore, not 
valuable, but pretty. 

The currency here is gold dust, which passes from hand to 
hand as freely as coin bearing the impress of a monarch ox a 
republic. The governor's weights for gold are small beans; a 
brown one being equivalent to a dollar, and a red one to fifty 
cents. 

22. — Ashore ; aud spent most of the day in the fortress ; ^one 
of the cool places of Africa. Situated on a high, rocky point 
of land, with the sea on three sides, every breeze that .stirs, 
however lightly, is sure to be felt on the terraces of the castle 
of Axim ; and they bring coolness even at noontide, h^ng 
tempered by the spray constantly rising from the waves jQuit 
dash against the rocks below. 

There is great difficulty in procuring any supplies here, ex- 
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c^t wood and water^ and those at a high rate — seven dollan 

I per cord for the former^ and one dollar for each hundred gal- 

loUB of the latter; this, too, including only the filling of the 

casks^ and rolling them a short distance on the beach. We 

found it impossible to purchase bullocks, sheep, or pigs, and 

but very little poultry. The governor explained, that several 

men-of-war had recently visited the settlement, and taken all 

the live stock that could be spared, and that tiie war with 

Appollonia had cut off the large supply formerly drawn from 

that country. The natives at this place cannot furnish veih*., 

sels with supplies, unless by the governor's express permission ; ^ 

which, it is said, he does not grant, except upon condition 

^t they expend the proceeds inpurchasng goods from him. 

One of our stewards boiight a roasting-pig, on shore; and the 

^t coming to the ears of Grovemor Bhule, he notified the 

people that there would be a palaver after our departure, for 

the discovery of the offender. The fine for a transgression of 

this kind is two ounces of gold, or thirty-two dollars. Let us 

innagine a village storekeeper, in our own country, possessing 

SQpreme control over all the traffic of his neighbours — and we 

shall have an idea of the relative position of the Governor of 

Axim and the natives. Moreover, he is the general arbitrator, 

ca? officio, and expects that all awards shall be paid in cash, 

ftad that the successful party spend the amount at his shop. 

"We learned from Governor Rhule, that the Dutch govern- 
ment, some years ago, had sent agents from El Mina to Comas- 
we, the capital of Ashantee, for the purchase of slaves, to be ' 
employed in the wars between the Dutch East India settle- 
ments and the natives of that region. Three thousand were 
thus purchased, at forty dollars each, and transported to Ba- 
tavia. Perhaps no circumstance, possible to be conceived, 
<^ld do more to strip war of its poetry, than such a fact ; and 
y^t it is in good keeping with the character of a shrewd, com- 
'^^ercial, business-like people, endowed with more common 
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ienili^aiidiiTftliy. ^ Britiih 9eileria» in orto to eteyiei^ 
e]itpedition agaiiwt a French colony; once entered intd a nmStc 
epecnktion ; bnt it was inditnantly annulled by his g^ovoiiH 
n^t. In the present case> exportation of s^av^, to fight Ik 
battles of their piadters^ celtsed only two or three y^ars 81006, 
oh the termination of the war. These servile soldiers emitr 
tinned in Bitavia^ except a few wounded ones> who have hem 
sent back to £1 Bfina, and now reside there on pensions. 

Between Axim and Accra^ both inclusive^ tiiere are ^^ 
Dutch forts now occupied and in repair^ besides several whklt 
l^ve been abandoned. I was told that the lumual cost of 
Hiese establishments, to the home-government, is not mk» 
than twenty thousand dollars, most of their expenses hcmf 
defrayed by duties^ port-charges, and other revenue Bccact^ 
(m the spot. . 

, 24^— We left Axim yesterday, and anchored, last nigl|^ nf ^ 
1^ British se^lement at Dixcove. This morning, while hea|:^ 
ing up the anchor, a boat came off from the schooner £dwai4 
Burley of B^valey, requesting assistance, as her spars hi^ 
been shivered by lightning. Soon after, the commandant Qf 
the fort came on board, in a large and handsome canoe, pad- 
dled by ten or twelve natives. The passengers sit in the 
bows, using chairs or stools for seats, and protected from ihe 
surf and spray by the high sidqs of the canoe. We dined on 
shot? with the Governor, Mr. Swansey, at his new residence, 
in the cool and refreshing atmosphere of a hjgh hill. The 
bouse is handsomely furnished in the English style. BCr* 
Swansey has resided ten years on the coast, and was one o' 
the perscms examined before the Committee of Parliament in 
reference to t^ state and affairs of this region. There is a 
cjftenmstance that connects this gentleman, though but alightiy, 
ifith poetic annals.. Being at Cape Coast Castle at the time 
of Hrs^ Mq'Lean's death, he was one of % inquest that ex^ 
lunined into that inelancholy event. His account ci^finas 
the general impression, that her death was unpremefitatejb 
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aitdL eattliei} b^ kii accidental over-dose of pmseic-acid, "whicli 
she -wis in the habit of taking for spaems. She was fonnd 
alone, and nearly dead, behind the door of her apartment. 
Alas, jpobtL. E. L.! It was certainly a strange and wild 
viirlssttnde of feie that inade it the duty of this respectable 
African merchant, in company with men of similar fitness for 
fHe 'task, to " sit'* n^on the body — say rather, on the heart — 
of a cri?atth^ so delicate, impassioned, and imaginative. 

The native houses tiere are qnite large ; three or four being 
twb stoi46s liigh, with balconies, built of stone, in the Spanish 
style. They are fUmished with sofas, bedsteads, and pictures. 
One elderiy native received us in a calico surtout, and gavei 
4b ate. Another wore the native garb, with the long cloth 
fetdefl around him and resting upon his shoulder, like a Homan 

t,. He offered champagne, Madeira, gin, brandy, ale, and 
rs, and pressed us to partake, with a dignified and elegant 
Bdspitality. This was Mr. Brace. He had a clerk (of native 
blood, but dres sed in cap, jacket, and pantaloons, in the Eng- 
lish style), who spoke good English, and was very gentle- 
manly. It is interesting to meet the natives of Africa at so 
advaiicfed a stdge of refinemeiat, yet retaining SDmewhat of 
thep ongmal liatits and cWacter, which is of course entirely 
lost in the Liberian colonists. 

25. — Spent the morning on shore, at the government-house, 
reacKng tfie English newst)apera, and enjoying the coolness of 
the jposition and the society of the intelligent governor. I 
wa& interested in observing an alligator, inhabiting a fresh- 
water pond, on the edge of the town. A chicken being held, 
ont to him as a lure, he came out of the pond and snapped at 
it, mating a loud, startling noise with his teeth. He had 
entirely emerged from his native element, aiid remained some 
flffeen minutes on land, during which time he snapped Ave or 
riix tiihes at the fowl, which was as often drawn away by a 
rftrinfer. At length, seizing his prey, he plunged with rt into the 
■^ktcr, dived, swam across the pond, and rose to the surface 
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on the ofher side^ where he masticated hie bTeidcfi»t> at 1A 
leisure. Hiree alligators inhabit this pond, and beaig M^ 
garded as ^' fetishes,.* or charmed and sacred creatmmi, iM 
never injured by the natives. On Iheir part, liie ampliiMift 
monsters seems to cherish amicable feelings towards tiielM^ 
man race, and allow children to bathe and sport in ^be pmi^ 
without injury or molestation. The r^tile that I saw Wis 

'' seven or eight feet long, with formidable teeth and sealei. 

\ Instead of the cassada and rice of the windward coa^, com 
is here the principal food. After being pounded in flieirlOBg 
mortars, it is ground fine, by hand, between two stonev WA 
tiiose used by painters, and is mixed with palm-wiiw. 

28. — Having repaired the American sdiooner, and sii]^>tt6i 
her with one of our spare topmasts, we are ready to mO ta^ 
day. ^ 



CHAPTER XV. 

Duteh SetUement at El Miiuu Appearance of the Town. Cape Coait CttO*. 
Burial-place of L. E. L. An Engliih Dinner. Festirity on Sbip*lRMi. 
British, Dutch, and Danigh Accra. Natives wives of Europeani. A Si^ 
Princess. AnArmadiUo. Sail for St. Thomas. Aspect of the Island. 

April 29— At 10 a. m., anchored off the Dutch setilement 
of £1 Mina. The Grovemor's lieutenant boarded dh in a large 
canoe, paddled by about a score of blacks. A salute was 
fired by our ship, and returned from the castle with a degree 
of splendour quite unexpected; for a portion of the native 
town, situated beneath the castle-walls, was set on fire hj 
the wad of a cannon, and twenty or thirty houses burnt to ifte 
ground. On landing, we received a message, intimating 'Mt 
the Governor would be glad to see us, and consequenily called 
upon him. He is a man of about thirty, who came ont h, 
1832, as a clerk, and has risen to be Governor, wi& tie tM^ 



d by Google 



AFBICAN CRUISEB. H 

^my rank of lientenant-colonel. All the civil oflker? have 
mUitary tittos^ and wear the corresponding uuifonns^ for effect 
4^^n the natives ; but the Datch evince their shrewdness by 
ftoojpg practioal men of business, rather than soldiers, at the 
Jiend of their colonial establishments. The only oiHcer of the 
fegular army is a lieutenant, commanding the guard, of one 
4iiMadred men. 

El.JBifina— i^e Mine— was built in 1482, or thereabouts^ by 
tiie. Podrtogoese^ whose early navigators have left tokens of 
t^eir enterprise all along this coast; although the achieve- 
mentft of those adventurous men do but illustrate the nation's 
present sppneness and decay. The settlement was taken by 
Ito Dutch about a century after its foundation. The main 
lortfess is extensive, mounting ninety guns, and is capable of 
wittotanding the assault of a large force of regular troops* 
On an eminence, above the town, is a second fort, apparently 
strong and in good repair; and two small batteries are placed 
in commanding situations. 

The houses in the town are built of stone, and thatched. 
The streets are narrow, crooked, and dirty, imparting to the 
.place the air of intricate bewilderment of some of the old 
Earopean cities. Much of the trade is done in the streets, and 
entirely by women, who sit with their merchandise on the 
ground before them, and their gold-scales in their laps, wait- 
ing for customers. It would perhaps add to our manliness of 
idiaracter, if at least the miuor departments of traffic were 
resigned to the weaker sex, among ourselves. Crossing a 
•mall river, we came to another, and by far the best section, 
of the town. There are long, wide streets, two of which 
meeting at an obtuse angle^ form together an extent of nearly 
a mile. A double row of trees throw their shade over the 
•central walk of this Alameda. At intervals are seated groups 
of women-traders. The wares of some are deposited upon the 
fround, while pieces of cloth are displayed to advantage upon 
Jines stretching from tree ta tree. 
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Before retnming on boards we lt)ee^ke rings and ^dftaiiui of J 
anfttlYe goldsmith. The fashions of Africa fu:e less ey^fr j 
escent than those of Europe; and we may expect tp 
such ornaments as glittered on the bosom of the Qoaen 1^ ^ 



2.— Sailed for Cape Coast Castle with the 9Yemi 



3. — ^At Cape Coast Castle. . 

The landing is effected in large canoes, which conTey ^9$^ 
sengers close to the rocks> safely and without being dre&di^ 
alti&ough *the surf dashes fifty feet in heights There is a 
peculiar enjoyment in being raised^ by an irresistible po^i^ 
beneath you, upon the tops of the high rollers, and ito 
dropped into the profound hollow of the waves^ as if ^ viiit 
Hie bottom of the ocean, a^ whatever 4epth it roighli he* 
We landed at the castle-gate, and were ushered into ike 
castle itself^ where the commander of the troops reoeiye4 w 
in his apartment. 

I took the first opportunity to steal away, to look al the 
burial-place of L. £. h*, who died here, after a residence #f 
only two months, and within a year .after becoming: ^ 
wife of Governor M'Lean. A small, white marble taHf4 
(inserted among the massive grey stones of the cas1i&*w||)l) 
where it faces the area of the fort) bears the following va? 
scription : — 

Hicjacet sepultum 

Omne quod mortale Aiit 

Lbtitxab Eluabbtbajbi M'Lban« 

Quam, egregia omatam indole^ 

Musis unioe amatain« 

Omnlumque amoras secum trahentem^ 

In ipso aotatis flore« 

Mors immatura rapuit. 

Die Octobris xr., a, d. hbccczscx vui 

MtaUSQ, . . 



Quod specfcas viator marmor, 

Vanum heu doloris numumentum^ 

^CoDjuz moereiis wxsdu 
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Tlie tnt thought tiiat ttniclc me wvs fte iBftpproprUteneti 
«f the q[K>t f^r ti grare^ and etpeoit^ly for tier grave oi & 
"INHjaan^'aiidy most of all^ a woman of poetic temperament. 
Tn tJie open area of the fort^ at some distanee fit>m the castle*- 
"vrall^ the stone pavement had t)een removed in several spots^ 
«nd replaced with plain tiles. Here lie buried some of tiie 
many British officers who had fallen victims to the jeadiy ^^ 

-. E. L. r 



ghere of ^s region ; and among them rests L, 
" giave is distinguishable by the ten red tiles which cove> 
it» Daily^ at the hour of parade^ the peel of mili^iry music 
reeounds above her head^ and the garrisott marches and conn^ 
ter*m§rches tiirough the area of t^e (brtress^ nor Ihuns to 
tread upon tiie ten red tiles, any more l^ianupon the insensibly 
atones of the pavement. It may be well for the (alien pom* 
slander to 1^ buried at his post, and rieep where the reveille 
aad roll-call may be heard, and the trmp of his Mow* 
soldiers echo and re-echo over him. All i^is is in unison with 
hie profession ; the drum and trumpet are his perp^^al re« 
quiem ; the soldier's honourable tread leaves no indignity upcm 
1^ dead warrior's dust. But who has a right to train];4e on f 
^omsb'i ])reast ? And what had I^ B. L. to do with warlike 
parade ?. And wherefore was she buried l^enetth this scorch* 
iiur pavement, and not in the tetir^d shadow of a garden^ 
where sddom any footstep would come stealing throtig^ the 
grass, and pause before her tablet ? There, her heart, wbik 
in one sense it decayed, would burst fort^i afiresli from the tiod 
in a provision of spontaneous flowers, such as her living fiuicy 
lavished throughout the world. But now, no vecdiOre |K>t 
l)l9ssonfi will ever grow upon her grave. 

If a man may ever indulge in sentiment^ it is over the ashes 
o( a woman #hqie poetry touched him in his early youth> 
wMle he yef c<|red anything about either sentiment or poetry* 
Tbxin much, the reader will pardon. In reference to Ito. 
STLean, it may be added, t^t» subsequently to her onhappjr 
deaths difimtit cumodi wsse Afloit ai to itf canity iome' of 
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tiiem cruel to her own memory^ otiiers to tiie conduct ^ 
fattiAMtiid. All these repqpts appear to have been eqimUjr 
entirely tinfoanded. It is well established heee, that lier 4 
was accidental. 

We dined at the castle to*day^ and met the officers of i 
English brig^ the Sea-Lark, among whom I was happy 1 

cognize Lieutenant B , an acquaintance at Mahon> ^W^l 

messmate of my friend C . All these officers a<a*j 

fellows ; and the commencement of our acquaintance ] 
to place them and ourselves on the most cordial termsv. 
dinner, like other English dinners, was rather noisy, 
rendered highly agreeable by the perfect good feeling 
prevailed. At eight in the evening, we returned on 
though strongly urged to sleep on shore by ike Governor ) 
all our other friends. Such hosiutality, though unqnestio 
sincere, and kindly meant, it was far better to dedine i 
accept ; for it was much the same as if Death, in the 1 
tone of good-fellowship^ had pressed us to quaff anotiberc 
spend the night under his roof. Had we compUed^it vf^ 
probably have cost the lives of more than one of us. 
captain took wisdom by the sad experience of tiie EDgliab \ 
which had lost her purser and master by just such a 
prolonged to a late hour, and finished by the officers ] 
tiie night on shore. The fever or the climate puniidied 
imprudence. 

All vessels, except those of our own navy, allow their 
officers to sleep on shore. They expect to be taken mck, b«t 
hope that the first attack of fever will season them. Fo0iiUy» 
this is as wise a course as the British officers could adopt ^ibi^ 
unlike ourselves, they are compelled by duty to trust ita^^ 
selves in pestiferous situations, particularly in the ascent of 
rivers, where there is scarcely a chance of escaping tim deadly 
influence of the atmosphere. They therefore ecmfiront %$ 
danger at once, and either fall beneath it, or triumph over it 
4.— Governor M'Lean, and all the officers of the cMtle and 
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MjBTy dined on board. The table was laid on the quarter-deck 
ted "vran the scene of much mirth and friendly sentiment. In 
4te ervening^ the theatre was open^ with highly respectable per- 
Ibnnances; after which came a sapper; and the guests took 
%£ir leave at midnight, apparently well-pleased. 

O. — We sailed yesterday from Cape Coast Castle, and an- 
efaJbMd ^to-day at Accra, abreast of the British and Butch forts. 
'7.— 'Early tills morning, we were surrounded with canoes, fil- 
ictt "wUStk articles for sale. The most remarkable were black mon- 
toy-sldns. There are seven vessels at anchor here, including 
ote oivn, and an English war-steamer. Three of the seven, a 
terqoe, brig, and schooner, are from the United States. Land- 
injg in a canoe, we were met on the beach by the governor 
and some gentlemen, and escorted to the Castle. Thence we 
"wcstt to the residence of Mr. Bannerman. He is the great 
iten of Accra, wealthy, liberally educated in England, and a 
gentieman, although with a deep tinge of African blood in his 
tHeeks. But when native blood is associated with gentle- 
manly characteristics and liberal acquirements, it becomes, in- 
stead of a stigma of dishonour, an additional title to the re- 
spect of €he world ; since it implies that many obstacles have 
bteen overcome, in order to place the man where we find him. 
This, however, is a view not often taken by those who labour 
under ttie misfortune (for such it is, if they so consider it) of 
having African blood in their veins. 

' 8. — ^A missionary, on his way to the Gaboon, and two 
Afbeirican merchant-captains, Hunt and Dayley, dined with 
us in the ward-room. The latter are respectable men. The 
Missionary, Mr. Burchell, seems much depressed. He has had 
thefevet at Cape Palmas, the effects of which still linger in 
Ms constitution ; while his companion, the Rev. Mr. Campbell, 
i^hough but recently from America, has already finished his 
sartiily labours, and gone to his reward. We left them only 
ir month ago at Cape Palmai, in perfect health. 

: « 5 
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9. — ^I^ impressions of Accra are more favomalde 
any other place which I kave yet seen in Africa, foitisb 
Datch Accra are contiguous. The forts of the two 
are within a mile of each other^ situated on ground whidl^; 
a littiie distance^ appears not unlike the ^^ bluffii'* on oKr 
tern rivers ; level upon the summit^ with a precipitaiui ^ 
flcent, as if the land had ^^ caved in'' from the aotim <rf ^ 
water. The country round is levels and nearly firae 
woods as fru- as the rise of the hills, some ten miles ^ist^ 
About three miles to the eastward, Danish Accra abawn 4|| 
.neat town and well-kept fortress. I did not visit the pW^ 
but learn that it is fully equal to its neighbours. Thrm^ ^9f^9f* 
in a circuit of three or four miles, the traveller may 
no inconsiderable portion of the grand tour, visiting tiie tepji^ 
tory of three different countries of Europe, and observing tlrijr 
military and civil institutions, their modes of bnanOff^ 
i^ir national characteristics, and all assimilated Iqt .-f 
general modification, resulting fit)m the cli^i 
position in which they are placed. There seems to be 
exchange of courtesy and social kindness among the 
settlements. Seven or eight Europeans reedde in tiie diffeneqit 
fbrts; so that, together with the captains of merchant-vesa^p 
in the roads, there are tolerable resources of society. 

All the Europeans have native wives, who dress in a modeet, 
but peculiar style, of which the lady of Mr. Bannermui maf 
give an example. She wore a close-fitting muslin chemisette 
buttoned to the throat with gold buttons, a black silk tow 
extending to the thigh, a coloured cotton cloth, fastened rovni 
the waist and falling as low as the ancles, black silk stockiiq^ 
and prunella shoes. This lady is jet black, of pleasing coim^ 
nance, and is a princess of royal blood. In the last great 
battle between the Europeans on the coast and the powerfiil 
King of Ashantee (the same who defeated and slew Sir ChariM 
M*Carthy), the native army was put to total rout by the aii 
of Congreve rockets. The king's camp, with most of his wo* 
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feu vM tbe liaiidi of tiie neton. Tluree of \a» 4fta^ 
i -were appropriaied by ^e EngBift merchanti^ bera and al 
Oipe Ooasty and became tiieir fidtfafiil and [ncobal^y baffqr 
%rtrM. One oftiie three fell to the )ot of |lr«BaimmMm,a«d 
is tlie lady -vdiom I have described. These women |m WBtf 
ItCttited witb iM thci property of their hnibands^ and lUe m0e» 
timefli left for months in sole charge^ while the merdianti TaWH 
J^igltEad. Tbe actii^ governor of t^e Britirii ioiSt, Mc* XQpp> 
4«§pllurt0 ibr that county to«morrow^ leaving hisnaihre vife at 
tfe^eftd'ofaffiurs. 

^lir. Baimennan is of Scottish blood by paternal descent, b«| 
Afiieasl)y'tlie mover's dde^ and feigli^ by edNkatiea, aad k 
% genfleman in manner and feeling. He is the' ptuicipal met* 
ihut here^ and transacts a large business witb the natras, 
yrko come ^m two or three htindied miles in the intmor^ 
and oonstantiy crowd ^is yard. There they sit, in almost pert 
1^ cdlence, receiving their goods^ and making payiQ^t in V^ 
lj|Ji4^*^^ ivory. Towards n* Mr. S^on^mran showed ^"^^ 
"bottfleif most hospitable, yet in a perfectly nnosteniatioas 
ONumer. 

Accra is the land of plenty in Africa. Beef, mutton, tmrlceys 
aa:^ chickens abound ; and its supply of ikoopean necessaries 
and luxuries is unequalled. 

10.— We got under way, yesterday, for the '^ Islands,'^ a 
term well understood to mean those o^St. Thomas and Erince'a. 
lAr. Bushnell (one of the two missionarieB who proposed to 
take passage with us from Cape Palmas, a month since) is 
now on &ard as a passenger to Prince's I$knd. Tbe other, 
Mr. Campbell, is dead. He was of a wealthy and in&icsitial 
family in Kentucky, and is said to have been a young man of 
extraordinary talent and promise. 

aa 4Nrdo: &&m the KavySeiArtmeat foic the 9%Q)ki^l^|y 4^ftl^ 
of Its chkf; by '^ explosion of the Rmceton'a gam. At 
twelve o'clock to-day, we fired thirteen minute guns, as a ^ 
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Imie of vespect to the meiaory of Oommodore^ KtmiiOn, <Ao 
fell a vietiln to the Mune dimstioiis amdtnt. Aleos ob;4P 
yn^KM, montlis alter the events and five thoumid lafteii ftvA 
tiw Meae of hn fate, we gave a tailc^'fl reqmm.to akfaawtaitf 
aceompliihed officer. , :. «*! 

llv— Cahn and raimy. Oh> how aasny^^-aiid, alasbivw 
oaln 1 » utm 

At Aoera> I received a present of an anoadillo^ or mi mittH 
who 19 certainly a wonderfbl mimaly and wdl worlivaM|hr 
in;, in the tedinm of a calm between the tropics* Hia^Mlif 
pri^r is but mne inches, but^.when stetcheKl.at Joigtl^fjtf 
covers an extent of two and a half feet, from head to t^Sif i^l 
is wholly fortified with an impenetrable armour of hoi^MdMl 
Onany occaakm of alarm, it is Ids custom to thrast JimUitt 
nose between his hind-legs, and roll his body and tail.eqpir 
pactly together, so as to i^pear like the half of a ball, fre- 
senting no vnlnerable part to an enemy. In this rfinflitjn 
be affords an excellent example of a self-involved phikw^^lMi^ 
ddending Inmself from tiie annoyance of tiie wotld by a.iMM 
cnistiness, and seeking all his enjoymoit within Ins #1« 
centre. His muscular strength being great, and eif>edil|y 
that of his fore-legs, it is very difficult to unroll him. Aai at- 
tempt beii^r made to force his coil, he slicks his fi)re-claiqi 
into the scales of his head,and holds (m witii a dea^-^^ke grip* 
At mght, however, or when all is quiet, he vouchsafes t^ni- 
bend himself, and waddles awkwardly about on his i^ioct k^ 
in pursuit <^ cockroaches, weevils and spiders.* 

18.— After many days of calm or light winds, a stiff and Jj^r 
breeze, for twenty^four hours past, has been rapidly diivinff 
us on our course. We hope to see St. Thomas to-morrow. 

* The above-described ant-eater is properly the long-taUed Manis, beiag la 
Albican species of the Pangolin. His scaly armour will torn a musket-balL 
This animal* with a Urn other natural and artificial ourlotitlttftom AStlm,im 
bean dapottttd in tha National coUaetion* attached to tha Patmt Offlca at Waih* 
lagtottt 
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19.-^Laiid wftftdifcoyeTed at daylight; tmt ^ wind had 
tifiOR failed US. It being Sunday^ divine aervice waa per* 
famed^andweU perf(Mnned>byMr. BndmeU. Hehaaga^ied 
llvrei^eet and regard of all on board, by hia amiable^ gniie* 
kM diapoaition^ and nnassaming piety. 
"^^ noon tiie breeze freriiened, and bnmght na within ten 
mileB (^ tbe ialand^ by the dose of day. St Thomaa ia hi^^, and 
p owaae o a atrong featorea. One landmark ia ao aingnlar aa to 
aMw et^ry^ beholder moat forcibly. It ia a rotk^ apparentiy 
ti&t loMi than five hundred feet high, and ahaped like a light- 
himae, torwenngintotiie air, aboat a third of the diatance firom 
Mw aottthem extremity ^f the island. We are now witinn a 
iB«r ittilea of the equator ; and sundry jokes, not nnfamitiwr to 
Ut^ ttantical Joe Miller, are passing through the ship, toodi- 
ing tbaappearanoe of '' the line.'' 

^..^A heavy tornado struck us last night. We were pro- 
pit^ for it, however, with nothing on Hbe diip but ant top- 
aaily dewed down, and the fore-topmast-^itaysail. The laat- 
men^ned sail blew away, and tiie ship lay over with her 
g^me in the water. In five minutes, nevertheless, we were going 
before ^e wind and away from shore. 
' The appearance of the island is pleasant. A high volcanic 
psak, hills covered with wood, and spots of ground rendnd- 
9ig ua of the lawns or pasture-lands of our own country. On 
these tracts not a tree or a bush is visible for acres together; 
bat whether the soil was left naked by nature, or rendered ao 
by cultivation, is yet to be ascertained. A ruined chapel cm 
i^ top of a hill, a large mansion, apparently unoccupied, on 
'ttie shore, and a few huts among the cocoa-trees, are the only 
evidences that men have ever been here. Several canoes 
have now come off to us, bringing fruit and shells. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

•*' 

Excursion to St Anne de Chaves. Mode of drying Cofibe. Bltek ^Mk 
Madame Domingo's Hotel. Catering for the Mess, man swauMroa1|tt^ 
lihitiE: ' Letters ftom Home. Fa^ionaUe Sqtilp*^. ArrlTtf M^l4%itc 
bopn. King QlMs and Louis Plimppe. Kr. GrifVolA. Ifc «Ml lfn» l^ll 
son. yh y i[ytCT of the Gahoon People. Sysiptoo^of lUj^^ 

Matf 22. — I HAVE just returned from an excurmon to flk- 
Anne de Chaves, the capital of St. Thomas. Leaving ttsBiSf 
yesterday^ at 9 a.m.^ we landed^ but did not find the hoMi 
which had been otdered from the cily. Deeming it tnuidvirii- 
able to wait, three of the party started on foot, and iNri>"^ 
the '* gig" (not the land vehicle of that name), wMch vratfH 
proceed on the same destination. After walking three ot fMf 
miles along the beach, we met two of the horses expecfedL 
Tliese served to mount a pair of us, while the Ihir^, witb ttK 
guide and boys, proceeded on foot; it being arranged ^at'MI 
should travel in the old-fashioned mode of "ride anS" ile.** 
Most of the distance was across open land^ without a tree ^ 
shrub, but overgrown with coarse, high grass. The whole a^ 
pearance was that of a western prairie, but without the gran- 
deur of its extent, or the flowers that attract the travi^lel^ 
when wearied with the immensity of the prospect. The wsSL 
like that of the cocoa-nut groves, is a blacl^, deep, fertile leant. 

In two hours, we arrived at St. Anne de Chaves. l%ie to^ 
is spread out upon the circular shore of the bay, neariy lud^A 
mile in extent, and is defended by a stone fort, situated on ISie 
extreme point of the cape. There arj three or four Kundrc^ 
houses, which, with few exceptions, are small, and constrdciSd 
of. wood. A long stone building is appropriated as the reS- 
dence of the governor, and contains the public offices. , J^ 
only remarkable edifices besides, are a large wooden chaix;fa» 
lookiog very like a barn, and a smaller one of stone. The 
streets are unpaved, but kept remarkably clean, and not witii* 
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out an especial reason. The great, and almost only, article of 
e(»nmerce is coffee, which is kept in the houses, and dried 
daily IB the streets. As soon as the snn is up, therefore, ser- 
vaskta erweep the streets, a^ carefully as if it were a parlour- 
6qo3p, and bring out large quantities of coffee, which they 
sppoad upon the ground to dry. At night it is carried in. 
Mote HiiMi half the street, at ti^ proper seas(Hi,is covered witili 
ooSSoe yet in the husk. The exports of this arUcle amount 
^pmuilly to about a ipillion of pounds, producing from veventy 
t9^^l^ thousand 4<^ars. The only whites residing on the 
ktoii4> ^nrith one exception, sure about sixty Portuguese; the 
imm^}^ of ec^Qw^d inhabitants is estimated at fifteen thousand. 
BHack Fnests are plenty in the streets, walking about in 
bomlDa^ine robes, with the crisp hair shaven from their crownim 
Tb» Jesuits invariably followed hard upon the heels of thf 
e^Jy Portuguese adventurers, in their early discoveries ; but I 
am not aware that thenrefl^ts to Catholicise the natives have 
ai^v^liere produced such permanent results, as in this island. 
Tol^ sure, the religion of the inhabitants seems to amount to 
litUe more than the practice of a few external rites , for they 
hare both the appearance and character of dishonesty and 
trea<^ry, and are s^id to be addicted to all sorts of vice. So 
&9 ae the black priests possess any influence, however, it is 
believed to be used conscientiously, and with excellent efltect ; 
Wr, though provoked to smile at these queer specimens of 
the cleth, could I indulge the impulse without beitig self-con- 
victed of narrowness and ilUberality. St. Augustine, and 
o^r Fatiliers of the church, if I have heard aright, were of the 
same sable hue as the priests of St. Anne de Chaves. 

•Hie currency of the island is wretched. Coppers are the\ 
sole com in use, in all domestic transactions, and pass at ten^ f -^ 
tkngg their intrinsic value. They are said to be introduced \ ^ 
mainly by the American merchantmen, who do most of the | 
trade with the island. .^.^^ 

The foreign business is chiefly transacted by Mr. Lippitt, a 
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Hamburgh m^^hant^ at whose house we were hoapital^ till 

ceived. He set his best fare before us ; and some of the 

not only ate at his table^ but slept beneath his rooC 

others took lodgugs at the house of Madam Domiisgo^ i| 

black lady^ whose first husband, a merchant of cuusifluiklM 

boflineM, bad left her a mannon, several slaves^ sOBke 

ren, ando^r desirable property. AyonngTy dandy^locAilil' 

negro ancceeded to the vacant place in her house and 

and does the hmionrs of the establishment. The lugmt 

had a singular aspect of familiarity to our eyes ; its wall»4w' 

ing adorned with prints of American origin^ , amraig 

were portraits of all the Presidents of the Umted Stsfeea^ 

vious to General Harriscm. These, perhaps, were Ite 

some merchant-captain to his hoiq[>itable lan^ady ; or^ 

probably, they had been hung up in compliment to the nai 

sensibilities of Madame Domingo*s most frequent gmtfitf 

Tawdry mirrors and chandeliers completed the dec<Mratldrf^# 

the apartment. A supper^f coSde and hard<4)oiled eggti, blM 

harder than the eggs, and a bill equally difficult of digesfiMi, 

comprise all that is further to be said of the fashionable hoteM 

8t. Amie de Chaves. After a good breakfast with our BmH* 

hwrgk friend, we all embarked in the gig, and spreading Oflf^ 

canvass to the breeze, reached the ship in an hour and- tttf 

minutes. > ^*m'' 

23. — Ashore with the caterer of the mess, maricetingtoisi^ 

stores; a difficult task among a set of people who, HiM^ 

po<Mr, care little about making a profit by selling what i^ 

have. Many of them would not take money, requiraig tf 

payment some article of clothing, especially shhis, or, BMitb 

next grand desideratum, trowsers. By careful researdiamfeHii 

the small plantations we were able to pick up a iew §mt^ 

pigs and fowls, and came off with materials to keep i^mm 

in good humour for at least ten days. None Imt Bm4u^ 

men can appreciate the great truthi that amiabihty ia jm iJUr 
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of iiio stoBMoh^ and tiiat tiie d^^tion depend iipcm tiie 



' :We fiMmd the soil Tory Entile. Groves of coeoa-nate cover 
flHttiy aocee togeflier. Beneath l&e diade, oofl^ trees were in 
iaU bearing; and bananas^ plantains, and com, flourished 
loaeaiiaatty. The people are all blacks, speak Portognese, and 
*t4( ciroiinuitance tiiat affords the voyager an agreeable variety, 
tMfft aemngr so mncfa nakedness— wear clothes. Their habita- 
Imw are aoattovd among the trees. It is usnal to hare one 
hoMa for may weather, for sleeping, and for storage, and 
atioliier mi a kitchen^ and for occupation daring the day. The 
first is €k>se, the other has merely comer-posts, supporting a 
mof imffietestiy light to make a shade. 
* fMrt of the day was spent in picking np shells npon the 
abase.* OeeasionaMy, I nnhoosed a '^soldier crab," who had 
taken np£ree qtaurters in some nnoccnpied cone, and became 
m delighted with its shelter as never to move without drag- 
ging it at his beds along the sand. ' 

-84.^-*-6 p. M., a horrid accident has just occurred. As tile 
gig was coming alongside, under sail, tiie tiller broke, and the 
caoESWun who was steering, fell overboard. He was a good 
s^rimvier, and struck out for the ship, not thirty yards distant, 
while the boat fell off irapidly to tbe leeward. In less than 
half a minuto, a monstrous shark rose to the surface, seized 
the poor fellow by the body, and carried him instantly under. 
Two hundred men were looking on, without the power to af- 
ford assistance. We beheld the water stained with crimson 
fpr laany yards around— but the victim was seen no more t 
Once only, a few seconds after his disappearance, the monster 
rose again to tiie surface, displaying a length of well nigh 
twenty feet, and then his immense tail above the water, as if 
intnomph and derision. It was like something preternatural ; 
and terribly powerful he must have been, to take under so 
umfyr and swallow, in a moment^ one of the largest and most 
athletic men in the ship. Poor Ned Martin ! 
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24f»--Agaiii yimted tiie tovn, where we fcimd an 
brig, the Vintage of Salem, Captain Frye. ^e is 
Sottth Coast, homeward bound, with a oargo of gum 
The captain had some letters for the squadron, whidi 
now eleven months old. My own gave an account 
President's visit to Boston, the Bunlei: Hill Celebratiaay 
otiier events of that ante4ilavian date. Epistolary 
cation is, at the best, a kind of humbug. 'Wliat was neir^ 4M 
true, when written, has become trite and false, before ii 
be read. It assures, of not|iing — not even of the existeooft «C 
the writer ; for his hand may have grown cold, since tin 
racters w)nch it traced began their weary voyage in quesltf ■ 
us ; and all of which we can be absolutely certain is, ttil 
many nnexpecte4 events have happened, and many exptML 
ones have failed to happen, betwixt the sealing of tiie Mill 
and the unfolding it again. Until the ocean be converted Ml 
an electric telegraph, through which intellig^ce will ttnii 
in an instant, there can be no real communication betwMi 
tiie sailor and his far-oj^ Mends. And yet, after all, how pte^ 
sant it is to write letters! — ^how much pleasanter to iitilwi 
them ! 1 acknowledged the receipt of these musty &p|gliii> 
by the same vessel that conveyed them to me. 

I have seen but one equipage in fhe capital .of St. ThooHi^ 
but tiiat was a sufficiently remarkable one; a small, ttdw^ 
wheeled vehicle, like a velocipede, with a phsetoii-tc^ t* Hk 
Drawn by two negroes, and pushed by three, it rolled 'teiM| 
to the door of the church, and j;here deposited a plump ioi 
youthful dame, as black as ebony. From the d^r^qe afaoim 
her by the priests, I inferred that it was my good ^rtnae^ld 
behold the leading belle of St. Anne de Chaves. 

After dining with Mr. Lippitt, we returned to the 1x»li^ 
and got safely on shipboard before dark. My impreMun of 
St. Thomas and its delightfol climate are favourable. A vi«l 
to an island has generally more of interest and amos^Ml 
than one to a spot on the continent, because ^ ■cohtdedjo* 
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p^um of HiB inha^itaiits impartt an origiaality and ii<9iiiMi 

3#tiieir modeaofUfe. '"^"^X 

^- S7* — Got under way yesterday morning i^ ^ Gabooii. 
Vo^fUty Ae wind has been favourable^ and we^^e now at 
anchor for the night, off the mouth of the river^^g ^ miles 
firom land. ^i%m 

ddi.— At 4 P.M.9 anchored within three miles of the mu^ton^* 
aiy establishment. Mr. Bashnell took his leave, respected by 
as all, as a pious, unpretending^ sensible, and amiable man. 

29. — ^Ashore. We found our friends well, and glad to see 
us. They are comfortably situated in large houses, made of 
bamboos, and thatched with the bamboo-leaves sewed toge- 
ther. These iH-esent an airy, cool, and light appearance, 
highly suitable to a tropical region, and yet are impervious to 
ram. 

We visited the house of King Glass, where several of the 
chiefe assembled to talk of a palaver. They are apprdiensive 
cf difficulties with the French, eM wish the English and 
i^ericans to interpose. According to their story, the com- 
BUttdant of a French fort, three miles distant, had attempted, 
a short time ago, to procure a cession of their territory. This 
they constantly refused, declaring their intention to keep the 
ceiiBtry open for trade with all nations, and allow exclusive 
advantages to nooe. After several trials, the commandant 
^pareiktly relinquished his purpose. A French merchant- 
captain now appeared, who ingratiated himself into the fa- 
vour of the simple King Glass, invited him to a supper, and 
made his majesty and the head-man drunk. While in this 
condition, he procured the signatures of the King and two or 
three chiefs to a paper, which he declared to be merely a de- 
claration of friendship towards the French, but which proved 
to be a cession of certain rights of jurisdiction. Next mom- 
iig, the French fired a salute of twenty-one guns in honour of 
Ite treaty between Louis Philippe and King Glass, and sent 
present* which the natives refiised to receive. They now 
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W»^^iend a forciUe seizure of ikmt tmii&ry hf tiie Eismsk 
and desire our in^zty^Hon, as calcolated to prevent- «iicM 
national calao^y. Our oi4>tain, however^ declined to 
fero, or to^xj^^ess any opinion in the premises^ on tke 
that it -^y^ not his province to jndge of snch matters Mbanml^ 
nnlp^^jawJe interests of Americans were involved. * ■ ' ^ 

^e missionaries have perhaps some agency in ^b tamw 
v^nt They see the probability that ike Catholic prieata wi ^ 
follow them to the Gaboon, and subvert their inflaaiqe intk 
the natives. 

31. — In the morning I visited Mr. Griswold's place diwni 
two miles from Baracca, the residaice of Mr. WihMm*. Vifi 
former establishment was commenced only eight montba^g^i 
and already there are two buildings finished^ and two aaivne 
nearly so, all of bamboo. The ground is more fertile U^ 
that occupied by Mr. Wilson, and has been brought tlins aw 
sonably into a good state of cultivation. Mr. Grisw<^||,a 
Vermonter, a practical farmer, and an enei*getic jnan, tpd 
doubtless turns his agricultural experience to good acc(HP^ 
great as is the difference between the bleak hills of Il«w 
England, and this equatorial region. His lady, an interoft^ 
ing woman, is just recovering from fever. 

After an agreeable visit, we returned to the ship, accom- 
panied by Mr. and Mrs. Griswold, and there found Mr. Wilson 
and lady, and Mr. Jamas and his daughter. They all d^^ 
and spent the day on board. Mr. Wilson is well known^in 
America by reputation, and is one of the most able and Ja- 
dicious among the three hundred missionaries, whom i^ 
American Board sends forth throughout the world. Here at 
Gaboon, he preaches to the natives in their own langu^gei 
which he represents as being very soft, and easy of acquire- 
mrat. The people frequent divine services with great negUf 
larity, and are at least attentive listeners, if not edified jby 
what they hear. Mrs. Wilson is a lady of remarkable zeal and 
Miergy. Beared in luxury, in a Southern city, she liberated 
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Im i^vet^ gave up a handsome forttine to 1^ nws of mifMnoiui> 
toA devoted herself to the same cause, in ihat regicm of 1^ 
earHi where her faith and fortitude were likely to be most 
oeirofol y tried. It is now six years since she came to Africa ; 
^''M. Whe has never faltered for a moment. Having had the 
^;ood fortone, on a former cmise, to make the acquaintance of 
MtB, Wilson, at Gape Pahnas, I was happy to renew it here. 
^ have seldom met with a person so well fitted to adorn so- 
^^tety^ and never with one in whose high motives of action and 
g«inine piety I had more confidence. 

Tbe natives at the Gaboon, to whom these excellent people 
are sacrrificing themselves, are said to present more fovourable 
points of character than those in most oiher parts of Africa. 
Th^ are mild in their manners, friendly to Europeans and 
Americans, and disposed to imitate them in dress and customs* 
Ihey own many slaves among themselves, but treat them witii 
nngnlar gentleness, and never sell them to foreigners. They 
are very indolent, and make no adequate improvement of their 
advantages for trade and agriculture. Their country is ex- 
cellent for grazing, and the cattle of the best kind ; but they 
take so little forethought as to sell even the last cow, should 
a purchaser offer. Consequently, there are hardly more than 
thirty cattle left in a tract of country capable, in its present 
state, of sustaining a thousand. 

King Glass is an old man, much inclined to drink, yet more 
regular than any of his subjects in attendance at church. Toko, 
a headman, is very shrewd and intelligent, and highly spoken 
of by Mr. Wilson, in reference to his moral qualities. Will 
Glass, nephew to the King, is blessed with a couple of dozen 
wives, and seldom moves without a train of five or six of 
them in attendance. He paid a visit to our ship in a full-dress 
English uniform, said to have cost three hundred dollars. On 
flie other side of the river lives King Will, a great man, and 
yrifti the reputation of a polished gentleman. The slave-trade 
U carried on in this King's dominions ;" and, while I write, a 
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Spanish slayer lies at anchor off his town^ waiting for bd 
hoinan cargo. 

June I, — Got under way, and went do'^^ the river abotr 
three miles, when, the wind failing, we anchored. At 3 p. m 
we started again, and stood oat to sea. Mr. Wilson aceoHl 
panied us to the mouth of the river, and there left us, beaiiftj 
back our hearty good wishes for his personal prosperity ahi 
that of the mission. 

2. — At 12, meridian, we have made the run to the ifilasd € 
St. Thomas, and are now about fifteen miles to the north 
of it. 

3. — The wind is still sufficiently fresh and fair to eaM4 
to make seven knots westing ; the great desideratum, 
nionths we have been running away from our letters : 
we go to meet them. Blow, breezes, blow, and waft 
swiftly onward! 

4. — A continuance of favourable winds. I am not well tt^ 
day. Slight headache, and heaviness of feeling— no gred 
matter — ^but these are ominous symptoms, on the coast 
Africa. 

5. — One year since we left America ; a year no% without ; 
cident and interest. We are still on the first parallel of BOftt 
latitude, and going nine. I am under the surgeon's handi^Mp^ 
prehending a fever, but hoping to throw it off. 

6, — We have made tvfo hundred and twenty miles wittii 
the last twenty-four hours; and still the breeze does 1^ 
slacken. Much better in health. Bless the man who first in- 
vented Doctors ! 
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« CHAPTER XIX. 

t6eov«i7 frma Teret, Projected Iiidq;>eiideiice of Liberia. Remarks on CU- 
m^WftdH^Ui. Peril! ftom Breakers. African Arts. Departure f<» tha 
Cspe de Yerds. Man Overboard. 

June 18.— A weary blank ! Since my last date, I have had 
he ^oast fever, caught by sleeping on shore, at St. Anne de 
!)haveB, and am just now recovering my physical force. My 
ficknees was accompanied with little bodily pain, but with 
rreat firostration of strength. Able medical advice, and kind 
ilid jadidoilB treatment, have brought me up a little ; and, 
vith the help of God, I may again call myself well, in a 
freek or two more. But there is great danger of relapses, 
caution ! 

We are now at Monrovia^ having made the passage from 
ihe river Gaboon, hiiherward, in seven days and fourteen hours, 
Tom anchorage to anchorage — ^an unprecedented run ! The 
Macedonian has been here, and is gone. 

19. — Still better this morning. The sky looks brighter than 
i)efore ; the woods seem greener, and cast a lovelier shade ; 
the «arf breiJcs more gracefully along the beach ; and the na- 
tives, paddling their canoes around the ship, look more human 
—more like brethren. Eeturning health gives a more beautiful 
aspect to all things. It is almost worth while to have been\ 
brought so low by sicimess, for the sake of freshness of body 
and spirit, the renewed youth, the tenderer susceptibility to 
all good impressions, which make my present consciousness so \ 
deli^hthil. It is like being new-created, and placed in a new \ 
world. Life, to the convalescent, looks as fair and promising J 
as if he had never tried it, and been weary of it. 

20. — Still improving. The fine weather of yesterday and 
to-day invigorates and cheers me. Lieutenant Governor Bene* 
diet aiiS some friends are expected onboard, by special invita-« 
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tian. We pay miich attention to the penonB in aiitliMty^lii#; 
it bang the policy of our government to befriend and 
nance the colonies. I hear tiiat a aerioiu effort is 
progress at this place, to declare Liberia independent eTM^i 
Colonization Society, and set up a repnUic. laentenaaA' 
vemor Benedict and Mr. Teage are said to be at tiie 
the movement. Both are men of talent. Mr. letLgefbrtiMH 
edited the Liberia Herald, and preached in the Baptist diai i ii 
where his services were most emphatically gratdtona; toflia 
not only ministered without a stipend, bat supplied a pteoft«f 
worship— the sacred edifice being his own private ftofmtf* 
He is certainly (me of the ablest, if not the very ablest, Wiiiir 
and preacher in the colony. The project above-mmtiaii 
seems to be an unwise one ; bat benefits, which do notasv 
appear, may possibly be obtained by sundering the nMimk 
between the settlement and tiie parent society. Mudi im^ 
pected from England. That nation, however, can never:M 
a maternal interest in the colony, nor will do for it whaiJte 
Society has all along done, and continues to do. a* 

21. — Still stronger. I am now able to resume my plao^ 
the mess-table. Bat care is necessary to avoid a relapse* ^ 
is one of the worst features of this disease, that it n:ppemm^ 
continue in the syslem for many months after the 
recovery, and to renew its attacks upon the slightest exj 
Most persons find it necessary to leave the coast, in ordir;4e 
the re-establishment of their health. I am not the only eott- 
valescent on board the ship. Mr. Ewal, a young Damsh mh 
percargo, is here for a few days, to try the benefit of a chMpia 
of air, and enjoy the attendance of a regular physician. Bs 
has been on shore above a month, sick of the fever, under Ml0 
charge of Dr. Prout, a coloured practitioner. Our cafMii 
pitied his condition, invited him on board, and, with his«ni- 
form kindness, took him into the cabin, where, in only Ha^ 
days, he has already improved wonderfrdly. 

27.**A sunny day, after three or four dull and rainy days. 
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My health is n&w so far restored, that I shall insert no mom 
J^letins. I owe much to the care of our surgeoD, who i»veiry 
jfMB and attentive, and has seen much yellow-fever practica 
m ^ West Indies. The assistant-surgeon is also an excellent 
-and an untiring officer. My fever, like the other cases whidi 
have happened on board, was of a bilious kind. All foreigners 
make thems^ves liable to it, either in its milder or more aggra- 
Tidied formSj by ideepu^ even a single night on shore ; but, 
aceerdiiiff to Dr. Hall, a physician of great expmence on l^a 
coaat, health may be preserved for an indefinite period, by tiit 
shB{de precaution of ideeping always on ship-board, at a very 
moderate distance from land. This does not altogetiier coin- 
fide witii my own observations. It is true, that during eight 
er ten months after the arrival of a ship upon Ihe coast, Hm 
^healfli of her crew will probably continue good, if theyneittwr 
flieep on shore nor ascend the rivers. But, if exposed for a 
loBger period to the enervating influences of the unceasing 
heat, and the frequent penetrating rains, it may reasonably be 
expected that any ship's company will be broken down, even 
iiiough not a single death may occur. In our own ship, we 
have recently had many cases of fever, where the patients have 
nether slept on shore, nor been exposed to the peculiar ma- 
•lana 6f rivers. Doubtless, however, the fever of the country, 
where all due precautions have been used, will be much lighter 
on board than on shore. But the patients will be liable to 
Sequent relapses, and a complete recovery will be almost out 
of the question, without a change of climate. It is another 
ofa|ecti(m to the long continuance of ships on this station, that 
aB wounds or injuries, however slight, have a tendency to 
become obstinate and dangerous sores, which incapacitate 
these afflicted from performing any duty. 

Besides the coast fever (which, Di\ Hall remarks, he has 
TOver known an emigrant completely to e8cai>e), there is an 
intermittent fever, against which no acclimation will protect 
H 
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the colonist^ any nIpr^ than agaiofit t^ bilious ferer of 
nca. The B^v. Mr.*^amei^ a coloured mipsiouary, tc^ 
ti^it; for fiieven years^lie had been accustompd to suffisr 
of fever, once in eyery four or five weeks. fl , 

The i^atives of this cojwtry are as healthy as ajiy peoj^ 
der Heaven. A benignant Providence has adapted the 
foil, and productions of every part of the globe to ^le coosi^ 
t^tions of those races of mankind which it has placed ibMI 
Nor is Africa an exception, in spite of her deiolatiagr WW 
WEkd ^e immense 6ii^w of her children through l^e alipre tisflft 
which for centuries has checked the increase of pc^^latia^ 
she is still a populops poultry. The aboriginal natives^ fiolHIi 
killed through supj^ffttition or cruelty, survive to an uliiill^ 
patriarchal longevity. The coloured people of America^ ^ 
any other part of the world, m^y be regarded as borrowiii 
fro^ Africa; and inheriting a natural adaptation to her foi 
and climate. @uch eqiigrants, therefore, may be expectei^ 
S)iffer less than the whites, in l^e process of acclimation, 4fri 
may, in due time, find their new residence more genial^ 
their constitutions than those which they have quitted. # 
all events, their children will probably flourish here, and a** 
tain a fulness of physical, and perhaps moral and intellei^aai 
perfection, which the coloured race has fallen short of in^oAsf 
regions. 

As the country becomes cleared and cultivated, the mortati^ 
of the emigrants decreases. It is asserted to be one-third IsaSi 
at this period, than it was ten years ago. The statistics «f 
Cape Pal mas show the population to be on the increase, inde- 
pendently of emigration. Dr. Hall affirmed (but, I sboald 
imagine, with unusual latitude of expression) that, in the 8i^« 
liest season ever known at Cape Palmas, the rate of moriali^ 
was lower than that of the free coloured population in BaUn 
more, in an ordinary year. In another generation, this w^ 
no doubt be said with perfect accuracy. 

28. — Last nighty the Porpoise came in^ and anchored ioaids 
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of Q|. An we lajr unusually near the shore^ and as ihe wind 
jrw rising, with a heavy swell, the brig found herself 1Mb 
Homing in a dangerous position. She sent us a boat, to say 
that she was dragging her anchor, and to ask for a hawser. 
Tliis was immediately supplied ; but, before we could give her 
the end of it, she had drifted into the breakers. She hoisted 
ber colours, union down, and was momentarily expected to 
strike. At this instant, a treqjendous roller swamped one of 
o«r boate, and left the men swimming for theur lives. The 
otter boats went to their assistance, and proyidenlialty suc- 
ceeded in rescuing them all Meantime, ^e brig made sail, 
wd, by the help of our hawser, was able to keep her wind, 
wd got out to sea, leaving both her anchors behind. 

Soon after the Porpoise was saved, we found ourselves like- 
wise in equal peril. The breakers began to whiten about the 
9bip. The wind was not violent, but the swell was terrible ; 
wd the long rollers filled the bay, breaking in forty feet of 
water, and covering the sea with foam. Our anchors h^ld 
tolerably wen ; but we dragged slowly, until, from seven 
fethoms, we had shoaled our water to four and a half. A 
coBncil of the officers being called, it was determined to get 
under way. A hawser and stream-anchor beii?g sent out, in 
order to bring the ship's head in the proper direction for mak- 
ing sail, the cables were slipped. It was a moment of intense 
vatereat; for, had the rollers or the wind inclined the ship 
from her proper course, we must inevitably have been lost ; 
Wt she stood out beautifolly, and soon left all peril astern. 

There were still three merchant- vessels at anchor; the 
American barque Reaper, a Bremen brig, and a Hamburg 
schooner. While we had our own danger to encounter, we 
thought the less of our fellow-sufferers; but, after our escape, 
1* was painful to think of leaving them in jeopardy. To the 
•American barque (which lay inshore of us, with her colours 
'imon down) we sent a boat, with sixteen Kroomen, by whose 
**^stwii6e i^e was saved. The Bremen brig had ber coleoni 
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at half-mast, appealing to as for aid. She was nearer to* 
shore than the other vessels, and lay in the midst ef 
breakers, which frequently covered her from stem to 
Her escape seemed impossible; and her cargo, valnei^ 
thirty thousand dollars, would have been consddered n 4| 
purchase at a thirtieth of that sum. We gave her all tbm II 
in onr power, and not without effect; but her salvatSMl 
under Providence, was. owing to a strong tide, whi^ 
setting out c^the river, and counteracted ihe influence of wM 
and swell. Finally, we had the satisfoction to see idl Hi 
vessels, one after another, come off safe. '"^-^ 

Paring this scene, there was great commotion on store, At 
people evidently expecting one or all of us to be lost. lAea 
the Porpoise got off, the Kroomen on the beach rallied a giiil 
shout of loy. y^ 

29. — There is a very heavy sea Ihis morning, with no pMJ^ 
pect of its immediately subsiding. The Kroomen say tM 
it will last four days from its commencement. It must bHVi 
been terrific in the bay, last night. All the vessels areli , 
sight, keeping off till the swell abates. We have left l9Vt 
boats behind us, and two anchors, besides the stream-aac^0ft 
There has been nothing like this storm, since our arrivi^ li 
the coast. ''^' 

July 2. — Again at anchor. '" 

As we shall soon have dene with Liberia, I must not fblff^ 
to insert, among the motley records of this journal, some^aff' 
count of its ants. The immense number of these inse«i»i 
which infest every part of the land, is a remarkable proviflioa 
in the economy of Africa, as well as of other tropical counirki. 
Though very destructive to houses, fences, and oth^ artkte 
of value, their ravages are far more than repaid by liie beneiii 
bestowed ; for they act as scavengers in removing the gtfit 
quantity of decaying vegetable matter, which would iilirtr 
wise make the atmosphere intolerable. Tliey pMil»m tteir 
office both within doors and without* Frequoiffy, Hi 
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^.IjUiveiw," BB thqf are called, enter houses in mynads, and^ 
pi^etratiiii^ to the^minutest reoesaes, destroy everything that 
4mr omnivorous appetite can render eatable. Whatever has 
Ae prmciple of decay in it, is got rid of at once. AU vermin 
flM^t their fate from these destroyers. Food, ciothing, neces« 
«Mri^s, Buxierflaities, mere trash, and valuable pifoperty, are 
a^UkB in their regard, and equally acceptable to their digestive 
pawers. They would devour this journal with as little 
ecr&iptinction as so much blank paper — and a sermon as readily 
«#* ih^ journal — ^nor would either meal lie heavy on their 
stomachs. They float on your coffee, and crawl about your 
{i^ate, and accompany the victuals to your mouth. 

Tte ants have a Queen, whom the colonists call Bngga- 
Suf^i. Her subjects are divided into three classes; the La- 
bourers, who do nothing but work — the Soldiers, who do no- 
iUs^r *>ut fight — ^and the Gentry, who neither work nor fight, 
^9!ttt spend their lives in the pleasant duty of continuing their 
i^ecies. The habitations of these insects, as specimens of 
meehaiiical ingenuity, are far superior to the houses of the 
Halves, and are really the finest works of architecture to be 
Biet with on the African coast. In height, these edifices vary 
from four to fifteen or twenty feet, and are sometimes ten or 
twelve feet in diameter at the base. They contain apartments 
for magazines, for nurseries, and for all other domestic, social, 
"and public purposes, <:ommunica1ing with one another, and 
with the exterior, by innumerable galleries and passages. The 
day, which forms the material of the buildings, is rendered 
very compact, by a glutinous matter, mixed with earth ; and 
«U tiie passages, many of whicn extend great distances under 
ground, are plastered with the same kind of stucco. Captain 
Tockey, in his expedition to the river Zaire, discovered ant- 
hills composed of similar materials to the above, but which, 
in shape, precisely resembled gigantic toad-stools, as high as 
a one-story house. In this part of Africa, they have the form 
i>f a mound. At the present day, when the commui4ty-prin- 
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ciple is attracting bo much attention, ;t 'tould fieem to h- 
fleriously worth while for the Fouriiprite,'? t'j observe both tlip 
social economy and the modes of arcliitx^ctuiit? of these African 
ants. Providence may, if it see fit^ lurilce the initiacta of th« 
Idwer orders of creation a itiediam of divino rrvolatioiis to th» 
human race : and, at all events, the afnr.srtid FoarieriteB migbt 
fiituthble upon hirits, in an ant-hillj for tho cguvenient arraug^- 
ment of those edifices, which, if 1 niiHtalvf^ not, they h^ve 
christened Phalanxteries. 

8. — At 11 A.M., got under way tor the Cape de Verd*i. 

10. — Calm in the morning, and in-t.^clictioiia of along pas- 
sage. Atnooii, sprung tip a ten-lciui(: br-ce/.e; and are saa- 
guiue 6f making a short run. In the rvciuEg, at the tea-^a&le, 
we were talking of the delights of S^r^itoga, at this seaflonn 
ahd contrasting the condition of tli« flirt una te viaitorg to th&t 
fashionable resort, with that of tin- ^allow^ debilitat^'dj dii- 
contented cruisers on the African s t a t i n n . 1 ii th e m ids t f>f f fjc 
conversation, the ciy of "man overhnard," brought us all tn 
deck with a rush. There was not inuch sserij 1 ho ugh we wen? 
going seven knot. The man kept hiuH hirad well above water, 
and swam steadily toward the lifu-buoyi which floated at a 
short distance from him — his only fiope^ivhite the ^vH 
Atlantic was yawning around him, eager for his destructiofl. 
We watched him anxiously, until he seized it, and then 
thought of Sharks. "We were too far at sea,' however, for 
many of these monsters to be in attendance. lU a few tno- 
ments a boat picked up man and buoy, and the ship was on 
her course agaiii. ' 

21. — Anchored at Porto Praya. 

The season of journalizing, to any good purpose, is over. 
Scenes and objects in this region have been so often presented 
to my eyes, that they now fail to make the vivid imprefidons 
which could alone enable me (were that ever possible) to 
weave them into a lively narrative of my adventures. My 
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8, therefore, for the rest of the cmxae, are hkefy to be 
» and far between." 



CHAPTER XX. 

spfes of th« bottom of the Sea. The Oar-Fish. The Booby atid the ICul^ 
let. ImproTement of Liberia. Its Prospeeti. Higher social petition of Ha 
Inhabitants. Intercourse between the White and Coloured Races. A Nif ht 
on Shore. Farewell to Liberia. Reminisoenoe of Robinson Crusoe. 

September I. — At Porto Grande. 

To-day, as for many previous days, the water was beauti' 
'fiiUy clear. The massive anchor and the links of the chain- 
^'eable, -which lay along the bottom^ were distinctly visible up- 
on the Band, full fifty feet below. Hundreds of fish — ihe 
gi^ouper, the red snapper^ the noble baracont, the mullet and 
many others, unknovm to northern seas — ^played round the 
ship, occasionally rising to seize some floating food, that per* 
chance had been throvm overboard. With my waking eye, I 
beheld the bottom of the sea as plainly as Clarence saw it in 
his dream : although, indeed^ here were few of the splendid 
and terrible images that were revealed to him : 

" A thousand fearAil wrecks ; 
A thousand men that fishes gnawed upon ; 
Wedges of gold, great anchors, heaps of pterl« 
Inestimable stones, unvalued jewels." 

Nevertheless, it was a sight that seemed to admit me deeper 
into the liquid element than I had ever been before. Now and 
then came the long, slender gar-fish, and, with his sword -like 
beak, struck some unhappy fish which tepapted his voracity. 
I watched the manoeuvres of the destroyer and his victims, 
with no little interest. The fish (which, in the two instances 
particularly observed, was the mullet) came instantly to the 
surface, on being struck, and sprang far out of water. He 
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•warn on lus side wi^ a circular moiion^ keeping Mtf li db A 
above tl^ surface. From time to he leaped into the air, 
modically> and in a fit of painful agony ; for it could liol'' 
from alarm> as the foe was nowhere visible. Gradually, 
strength failed^ and his efforts became feebler, and still 
feeble. t 

The fetes of the two mullets were diifer«at. One 
a second blow from the inexorable gar-tish, whicb, for a "irffr 
ment, increased his agony and his exertions. He 'Hiesr'by 
motionless upon the surface, at rest from all trouble. TtetiM^ 
queror came a third time, seized his prey, and swam vmMQff' 
out of sight. '^** 

The other mullet, which rose half an hour afterwards^ 
closer to the ship than his predecessor, and recdved no 
blow. While the poor feJlow was yet in the deathnstra^^y 
emme two great sable birds, with bills, wings, and le§«, iM 
those of the heron. Flapping their dark wings in ihe titgi 
th«y circled round, and repeatedly swooi)ed almost upon ilfl^ 
dying fish. But he was not doomed to be t^ir victim. PM^ 
SMitly, with his brown back, white breast and pink bill, csifli^ 
flapping along a booby, and without a moment's hesitatilMSiP 
stooped upon the mullet, and af^ared to swallow him inilM^ 
twinkling of an eye. The fish was at least six inchM kf 
length, and the bird not twice as much. How so liberal a mo^ 
w\ could be so quickly disposed of, was a marvel to a dome 
idlers, who had been curiously observing this game ci life m^ 
death to one party, and a dinner to the other. Certainly, ttitf 
booby carried off the fish. , Borne down by the weight of Ibs* 
spoil, the feathered gormandizer alighted ont^ wateiVHrestsd- 
himself for a mom«nt^— rose again and re-alighted — ^and iaUt^ 
manner, with many such intervals of repose, made his way t» 
the shore. 

25. — At 1 P.M., sailed for the Coast, in company wit^ ^' 
Truxton. 

26.-^Anchored off Cape Mesurado, 
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. U is now iburteea months since onr ship first visited M<m- 
com. Wit^n that period there has been a very perceptible 
ioiprovement in its condition. The houses are in better re* 
jMur; tiie gardens under superior cultivation. There is an 
abundant suj^ly of cattle^ which have been purchased firom 
tiie natives. More merchant- vessels now make this their port, 
Imnging goods hither^ and creating a market for the commo- 
dities, live nbock, and vegetables, of tiie colonists. An in- 
creased amount of money is in circulation ; and ihe inhabi- 
tants find that they can dispose of the products of tiieir industiy 
ferscHnething better l^um the cloth and tobacco, which they 
were formerly obliged to take in payment. The squadron of 
United States men-of-war, if it do no other good, will at least 
have an essential share in promoting the prosperity of Liberia. 
After having seen much, and reflected upon tiie subject even 
to weariness, I write down my opinion, that Liberia is firmly 
pkated, and is destined to increase and prosper. This it will 
do, though all farther support from the United States be dis- 
continued. A large part of the present population, it is true^ 
ue ignorant, and incompetent to place a just estimate on free- 
dom, or even to comprehend what freedom really is. But they 
are generally improving in this respect ; and there is already 
a sufficient intermixture of intelligent, enterprising and sa- 
gacious men, to give the proper tene to the colony, and in- 
sore ite ultimate success, l^e great hope, however, is in the 
9»Keration that will follow these original emigrants. Educa- 
tion is universally diffused among the children ; and ite ad- 
vantages, now beginning to be very manifest, will in a few 
years, place the destinies of this great enterprise in the hands 
of men bom and bred in Africa. Then, and not till then, will 
ttie experiment of African colonization, and of the ability of the 
colonists for self-support and self-government, have been 
fairly tried. My belief is firm in a favourable result. 
Meantime, it would be wiser in the Colonization Society, 
B 5 
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and its mCft^ zealoftis meinbei^^ to modemle their tcme, m^ 
speak less gtrongly as to the advantagefl held oiat by Tiibe™. 
Unqnestioiiably; it is a better country than America^ fbr tfts 
isolottred race. Btli they will fltid it very far from el pafa(!]fl»* 
Meti, "^ho e^tpect to becomte iodepcndf^nt and respectable, can 
only achieve their object hereon the aame t^rms as everywhew 
eiSfe. Theyiiitist ctrltivaf-e their mitidsj be wtlltflg to exett 
tilClnj^lves, and not look for a too easy or too rapid ris© ^t 
fortune. One thing is certain. IVM^ple of colotir have hme 
their fkir position in the comparafi ve scale of niankiiid, Ute 
white man,- who visits Liberiaj lie Ite of what rank he rfi^> 
and however imbued with the pn-judicr? of hue, associnfes wiW 
the colonists on terras of equal; ty. This would be impoasiblt 
(speaking riot of individuals, but oT Lhegeuenil intert'ouree be- 
tween the two races) in the United PtatCa, The colonist feeb 
his advantage in this respect, ajv\ i-ookonB it of greater weight 
in the balance than all the hardsliipsi tu which h[> ia obliged hi 
submit, in an unwonted climate and a strange conutry- He h 
redeemed from ages of degradation], imd rises tb the erect sta- 
tareofhumatrity. Onthi^soil,snii-piircln?d (botigb it be^ he give? 
the laws ; and the '^hite man niu^t ohpy thorn. Tn thi» point v^ 
view— as restoring to him his loiig-loat birthright of eqiiglif^' 
—Liberia may indeed be called the black niim'^i) paradise. 

It is diflScult to lay too great stn^ns on the above consider- 
ation. When the white man seta his foot on the shore 6f M- 
rica, he finds it necessary to thro^V off his former prejudices. 
For my own part, I have dined at the tables of many colouf^ 
irien in Liberia, have entertained them on shipboard, worsbrtH 
ped iPVith them at chttrch ; walked, rode, and associated t^ 
them, as equal with equal, if not as friend with friend. W^ 
I to meet those men in my own town, and among my ovni re- 
latives, I would treat them kindly and hospitably, as they hate 
treated me. My position would give me confidence to do St). 
Bnt, in another city, where I mfght be known to few, should 
I follow the dictates of my head and heart, and there treat 
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^ eoloared men as brethren and eqnah^ it would imply the 
.Mermse of greater mora] courage than I have ever been con- 
lN^o«0 of possesBing. This is sad ; but it shows forcibly what 
^bb ce^otired race have to straggle against in America^ and how 
Ttet an advantage is gained by removing them to another soil. 
10. — ^Yesterday, Governor Roberts gave our officers a fare- 
ip^ell dinner. We left the table early^ made our adieus^ and 
i^ere on onr way down the river half an hour before sunset. 
1^ pilot and some of our friends endeavoured to dissuade us 
fireto attempting the passage of the bar, pronouncing the surf 
too dangerous. Some Kroomen also discouraged us, saying 
liiat ihe bar was *^too sauoy." With the fever behind us, 
mid the wild breakers and sharks before, it was matter of 
doubt what course to pursue. Anxiety to be on our way 
homeward settled the difficulty ; and we left the wharf, to 
make, at least, a trial. A trial, and nothing more, it proved ; 
for, as we neared the bar, it b^ame evident that there would 
be great rashness in attemptiiig to cross. The surf, came in 
heavily, and with the noise of taunder, and the gigantic rollers 
broke into foam, across the whole width of the bar. Dark- 
ness had fallen around us, with the sujAden transition of a 
tropical climate. There was no open EJpace visible amid the 
fbam ; and, while the men lay on their oars, we looked anxiously 
for the Clearwater, which marks the channel to the sea. Many 
minutes were thus spent, lookiug with ill oor eyes. 

A council of war wds held between the captain and myself, 
in which we discussed the probabilities of being swamped and 
eatfen. Having once fairly started, ^e did not like to turn 
back, especially as it would be neoBSsary to go through the 
insipid ceremony of rei)eating our good-bye. Then, too, the 
image of fever rose behind us. By ^e prohibition of the Com- 
modore, and the dictates of prudedce, not an officer had slept 
on shore on any part of the mainland of the African coast, 
during the whole period of our cruise ; f^pd now, at the very 
last moment, to be compelled to/ incur the risk, was almost 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




]gO JOURNAL OF AN 

lieyond patience. On the other hand, tiiere w«0 the 1 
«urf, and the ravenous sharks, in whose maws there was 
imminent probability of our finding accommodation^ 9h 
we venture onward. It is a fate proper enough for a i 
but which he may be excused for avoiding as long as possible 
Our council ended^ therefore, with a determinaiion to 
back, and trust to tiie tender mercies of the fever. 

It was a splendid moonlight night ; one of those mghts < 
which the natives deem it impossible to catch fish, saying 1 
the sky has too many eyes, and that the fish will shun 
bait. *The frogs kept up an incessant chorus, reminding me < 
the summer evening melodies of my native land, yet as (lfii«* 
ttnct from those as are the human languages of the two co«»4 
tries. I have observed that the noise of frogs are difl^rent in 
different jiarts of the world. On the banks of the beaut^l- 
Arno, it is like the squalling of a cat. Here, it is an exmci 
imitation of the comi>1aining note of young turkeys. Un^^ 
weariedly, these minstrels made music in our ears, until dawa 
gleamed in the East, and ushered in a bright and glorioni^ 
nigming. The birds now took the place of the frogs in na^ 
ture*8 orchestra, and cooed, i)eeped, chattered, screamed * 
whistled, and sang, according to their various tastes an# 
abilities. The trees were very green, and the dew-drop* 
wonderfully brilliant; and, amid the cheerful influence of sun-* 
rise, it was difficult to believe that we liad incurred any? 
deadly mischief, by our night's rest on the shore of Africa. 

At a later period, I add, that no bad result ensued, eitktr 
to the captain, myself, or the eight seamen, who were de* 
tained ashore on the above occasion. ITiis good fortune may 
be attributable to the care with which we guarded ourselvea 
from the night-air and the damps; and besides, we left the 
coast immediately, and, after a brief visit to Sierra Leone, 
pursued our homeward course to America. On another occa- 
non, a lieutenant, a surgeon^ and six men, belonging to our 
squadron, were detained 6n shore at Caije Mount, all night, 
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«Aer being capsized and wet. What were their precaution», 
I am miable to say ; but, all the officers and men wei*e at- 
ilUiiked by fever, more or less severely, and in on» instance 

'And now we leave Liberia behind us, with our best wishes 
(or its prosperity, but with no very anxious desire to breathe 
its fever-laden atmosphere again. There is enough of interest 
on the African station ; but life blazes quickly away, beneath 
^ glare of that torrid sun ; and one year of that climate is 
eqmvalent to half a dozen of a more temperate one, in its ef- 
fect upon the constitution. The voyager returns, with his 
sidloi¥ visage, and emaciated form> and enervated powers, to 
find his contemporaries younger than himself— to realize that 
he has taken two or three strides for their one, towards the 
irrevocable bourne ; and has abridged, by so much, the season 
in which life is worth having for what may be accomplished^ 
or for any zest that may be found in it. 

Before quitting the coast, I« must not forget that our 
cruifling-ground has a classical claim upon the imagination,, 
aa being the very same over which Robinson Crusoe made 
two or three of his voyages. That famous navigator sailed 
all along the African shore, between Cape de Verd and the 
Equator, trading for ivory, for gold dust, and especially for 
slaves, with as little compunction as Pedro Blanco himself. 
It is remarkable that De Foe, a man of most severe and 
delicate conscience, should have made his hero a slave-dealer, 
and should display a perfect insensibility to anything cul- 
pable in the traffic. Morality has taken a great step in ad- 

* While reviling these sheets for the press, the writer hears of an example 
whkh may show the necessity of the health-regulations imposed on the Ameti^ 
oaa squadron. The U. S. ship Preble ascended the River Gambia to the Eng. 
lish settlement of Bathurst, a distance of fifteen miles* to protect the European 
residents against an apprehended attack of the natives. Although the ship re. 
mained but one or two days* yet, in that brief space, about a hundred cases of 
fdver occurred on board, proving fktal to the master, a midshipman, and seven* 
teen of t^e crew. 
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vance^ since that day; or^ at leasts it has ttirown a fttrQA§ 
light on one spot, with perhaps a corresponding shadow mi 
some ol^er. The next age may shift the illnminatioa, mt- 
show us sins as great as that of the slave-trade^ but wtflflj^ 

i now enter into the daily practice of men claiming to b6 jtel 

1 and wise. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Sierra Leone. Sources of its Population. Appearance of the Town aad 
surrounding Country. Religious Ceremonies of the Mandingoes. Treit* 
ment of liberated Slaves. Police of Sierra Leone. Agencies for Emigrattott 
to the West Indies. Coloured Refugees from the United States. Unhralflii- 
ness of Sierra Leone, Dr. Ferguson. Splendid Church. MelandK^Fotecif 
a Queen*s Chaplain. Currency. Probable Ruin of the Colony. 

October 15. — We arrived off the point of Sierra Leone, lad; 
night, and were piloted up to the town, this morning. 

This is one of the most important and interesting places <« 
the coast of Africa. It was founded in 1787, chiefly throngk 
the benevolent agency of Mr. Granville Sharpe, as a place 
of refuge for a considerable number of coloured persons, who 
had left their masters, and were destitute and unsheltered 
in the streets of London. Five years later, the population of 
the colony was recruited by above a thousand slaves, who 
had fled from the United States to Nova Scotia, during the 
American revolution. Again, in 1800, there was an additicm 
of more than five hundred maroons, or outlawed negroes, 
from Jamaica. And finally, since 1807, Sierra Leone has 
been the receptacle for the great numbers of native AfHbatis 
liberated from slave ships, on their capture by British cruisers. 
Pensioners, with their families, from the black regimenf» in 
the "West Indies, have likewise been settled here. The popa- 
lation is now estimated at about forty-five thousand, a mudi 
smaller amount, probably, than the aggregate of all the emi- 
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frants who have been brought hither. The colony has failed ^^^ 
tb prosper, but not through any lack of eflPort on the part of 
JBttgrMiid. It id the point, of all others on the African coast, 
wbere Sritish energy, capital, alnd life, have bfeen most pro- 
fttt^ly expended. 

this aspect of the Cape, as you approach it from the sea, is 

very favourable. You discern cultivated hills, the white 

mansions of the wealthy, and thatched cottages, neat and 

dpparfently comfortable, abodes of the poorer class. Over a 

spatce of several miles, the country appears to be in a high 

Btate of improvement One large ville^e is laid out wilh the 

regularity of Philadelphia, consisting of seven parallel streets, 

kept free from grass, with thatched huts on either side, around 

which are toaller plots of ground, full of bananas and plantain 

trees. The town itself is a scene of far greater activity than 

any other settlement on the West Coast. Great numbers of 

negroes, of various tribes and marks, are to be seen there. So 

mixed, indeed, is the coloured population, that there is little 

sympathy or sense of fellowship among them. The Mandingoes 

seem to be the most numerous, and are the most remarkable 

in personal appearance. Almost without exception, they are 

very tall figures, and wear white robes, and high caps without 

visors. 

These Mandingoes hold the faith of Mahomfet, and at the 
time of our arrival, were celebrating the feast of the Ramazan. 
Several hundreds of them paraded through the streets in a 
confused mass, occasionally stopping before some gentleman's 
house, and enacting sundry mummeries, in consideration of 
which they expected to receive a present. ♦ In front of a house 
where I happened to be, the whole body were ranged in 
order ; and two of them, one armed with a gun, and the other 
with a bow and arrow, ran from end to end of the line 
crouching down and pretending to be on the watch against 
an enemy. At intervals, their companions, or a portion of 
them, raised a cry, like those which one hears in the mostiues 
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of Asia. The above seemed to compose nearly all tbe cere-^^ 
mony ; and our liberality was in proportion to the entertaJA-.i 
ment> consisting merely of a handfiill of coppers, scattered.. 
broadcast among the multitude. When this ma^rnificest 
guerdon was thus proffered to their acceptance, they iorthr^ ; 
with forgot their mummery, and joined in a general scramble. , 
The king, or chief, now stepped forward, and protested exier-:,, 
getically against this mode of distribution ; it being customai}^^ 
to consign all the presents to him, to be disposed of accordftis... 
to his better judgment. However, the mob picked up tlie. 
coppers, and showed themselves indifferently-well contented*^ 

When cargoes of slaves are brought to Sierra Leone, ttey 
are placed in a receptacle called the Queen's Yard, wbexe 
they remain until the constituted authorities have passed 
judgment on the ship. This seldom requires more than a 
week. The liberated slaves are then apprenticed for five^^ 
seven, or nine years; the Government requiring one pound 
ten shillings sterling from the person who takes them. Unless- , 
applicants come forward, these victims of British philanthropy - 
are turned a drift, to be supported as they may, or, unless .« 
Providence take all the better care of them, to starve. For. £ 
the sick, however, there is admittance to the Govemmoit i 
Hospital ;. and the countrymen of the new-comers, belonging, 
to the same tribe, lend them such aid as is in their power. - 
Food, consisting principally of rice, cassadas, and plantain%->^ 
or bananas, is extremely cheap ; insomuch that a penny a day , 
will supply a man with enough to eat. The market is plenti- 
fully supplied with meats, fowls, and vegetables, and likewise 
with other articles, which may be tid-bits to an African 
stomach, but are not to be met; with in our bills of fare. For 
instance, among other such delicacies, I saw several rats, 
each transfixed with a wooden skewer, and some large bats - 
looking as dry as if tlfty had given up the ghost a month ago . 
Supporting themselves on food of this kind, it is not to be ;, 
wondered at, that the working-classes find it possible to live . 
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at a very low rate of labour. The liberated slaveB receive 
from four to six pence^ and the KroomeH nine pence per diem ; 
ttese "wagea constituting their sole support. 

As may be supposed^ so heterogeneous and wild a popu- 
lation as that of Sierra Leone requires the supervision of a 
strict and energetic police. Accordingly, the peace is pre- 
served, and crimes prevented, by a whole army of constables, 
■wlio, in a cheap uniform of blue cotton, with a white badge 
oA Ibe arm, and a short club as their baton of office, patrol 
the streets, day and night. Their number cannot be less than 
ir^ro or three hundred. 

There is a desire, in some quarters, to destroy the colony of 
Bi«rra Leone ; and one of the means for accomplishing this 
end is, of procuring the emigration of the coloured colonists 
to the West Indies. For this purpose there are three different 
agencies. One has over its door ; — " British Guiana Emigra- 
tion Office ;" another is for Trinidad ; and a third for Jamaica. 
^ G#eat [promises are made to persons proposing to emigrate ; 
such as a free passage to the West Indies, wages of from 
seventy-five cents to a dollar per day, and permission to 
retam when they choose. Very few, however, of those who 
have been long resident here, can be induced to avail them- 
selves of these offers, small as are the earnings at Sierra 
Leone. They believe that the stipulations are not observed ; 
that emigrants, on their arrival in the West Indies, will be 
called upon to pay their passages, and that it will not be at 
their option to return. In short, they suspect emigration to 
be only a more plausible name for the slave-trade. The 
Eroomen are the class most sought for as emigrants, although 
negroes of any tribe are greedily received. Even the Africans 
just re-ca^tured are sent off, as the authorities are pleased to 
term it, "voluntarily." The last emigration, consisting of 
somewhat less than two hundred and fifty persons, included 
seventy-six slaves, almost that instant landed from a prize. 
A res|)ectable merchant (tssured me> that these men were not 
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permitted to conminnicate with their countrymen, but #i«l 
hurried off to the vessel, without knowing whither they nN 
hound. The acting governor. Dr. Ferguson, denied tiie trilft 
of this, although he admitted that the seventy-six' libemM 
slaves did emigrate to the West Indies, very soon after halt 
ing from the prize. 

It is to be remarked, that the white inhabitants of Slei^ 
Leone, as well as the coloured people, entertain very nnfaVO*' 
able notions of this scheme of procuring labourers ^ ^ 
West Indies. The best defence of it, perhaps, is, ttiat imfbfet 
blacks nor whites can flourish in this settlement, and tbBM a 
transportation from its poor soil and sickly climate, to any 
other region, may probably be for the better. But, undeniafafy, 
the British government is less scrupulous as to the method 
of carrying out its philanthropic projects, than most other 
nations in their schemes of self-aggrandizement. 

In Freetown, which is the residence of all the Europeans, 
are to he found what remains of the emigrants from Nova 
Scotia, and their descendants. The whole number transported 
hither at several periods, was about fifteen hundred. Not mote 
than seventy or eighty of these people, or their progeny, t&w 
survive upon the spot. Our pilot is one of the number, fie 
affirms, that his countrymen were promised fifty acres of hM, 
each, in Sierra Leone, on condition of relinquishing the laiid 
already in their possession in Nova Scotia. With this un^e^ 
standing they emigrated to Africa ; but, in more than half a 
century which has since elapsed, the government has never 
found it convenient to fulfil its obligations. Only two or three 
acres have been assigned to each individaal. Meantime, the 
body of emigrants has dwindled away, until the standard ^ 
ffeet^f earth by two, the natural inheritance of every ^huoodm 
being, has sufficed fyr almost all of them, as well as fifty, or 
^ye thousand acres could have done. These emigrants weie 
the colonial slaves, who were taken or ran away from &e 
United States, during the Revolutionary war. Gonnd^ 
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plf jrsically and statistically, their movement was anything bnt 
ktk advantagreous one. It would be matter of curious specu- 
lation to inquire into the relative proportions now alive, of 
slaves who remained uponour southern soil, and of these freed- 
itten, together with the amount of their posterity. Not, of 
course, that it has been in any degree a fkir experiment as to 
thte result of emancipating and colonizing slaves. The trial of 
that experiment has been left to America ; and it has been 
comttienced in a manner that might induce England to mis- 
tmst her own beneficence, when she contrasts Liberia with 
Sierra Leone. 

This settlement has been known as "The White Man's 
Grave ;" and it is certainly a beautiful spot for a grave — as 
lovely as one of those ornamental cemeteries, now so fashion- 
able, and on which so much of our taste is lavished ; as if 
only the dead had leisure for the enjoyment of shrubbery and 
sculpture. Sierra Leone, however, is by no means the fatal 
spot that it once was. Formerly, a governor was expected 
to die every year, although a few held the reins of power, and 
efajoyed the pomp and dignity of office, twice or even thrice 
that period. Brave and excellent men have accepted the 
station, on this fearful tenure. Among them was Colonel 
Denham, the adventurous traveller in Africa. Very great 
ihortjtlity likewise prevailed among the merchants, military 
and civil officers, and soldiers. This was partly owing to the 
recklessness of their mode of life. The rich were in the habit 
of giving champagne-breakfasts at noon, and heavy and. 
luxurious suppers at night. The continual neighbourhood and 
near prospect of death made them gaily desperate ; so that 
they grew familia.r with him, and regarded him almost as a 
boon companion. And, besides, in a sickly climate, each in- 
dividual is confident of his own personal iihmunity against the 
disease which, he iei ready to allow, mdy be fatal to those 
around him. I have noticed this absurd hallucination in 
others, and been conscious of it in myself. Ill bdttle it is the 
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Mme— the bullet is expected to strike any and every laeMlk 
except one's own — and here^ perhaps^ is the great Becn^irf 
courage. .^fc^ 

Latterly, the Europeans at Sierra Leone practise a qmffa 
temperate life; Another circumstance that has condooaMA 
render the settlement less insalubrious, is the cleaiing of laadhi 
in the vicinity, and coi^ersion of the rank jungle into cvl^^ 
vated fields. The good effect of this change will be rotj^ 
appreciated by those who have noticed the improved hc^^lii^C 
our Western settlers^ as the forest falls before the axe ; or.19^ 
have seen the difference between the inhabitants of old tod 
new lands, in any country. '.:^ 

It is sud, by the old residents here, that they do not fin^il 
very sickly, except once in seven years, when an epidenit 
rages, and carries off many settlers. This Ims happened Wff 
gularly since 1823, until the present year, when, in the prapai 
order of things, the angel of death should have re-ax^eai^ 
Several persons provided for their safety by quitting the pla« j 
and others made their arrangement to retreat, on ^ee inl 
symptoms of danger. But ihe year, thus far, seems to bmn^ 
been distinguished by no peculiar mortality. . >;. 

Life, in a climate like this^ must generally be much mm^ 
brief than in temperate regions, even if it do not yield at (Nifie 
to the violence of disease. Yet there are circumstaaces^ 
Europeans attaining a good and green old age at Sierra LeMW. 
Mr. Homell, a Scotch merchant of great wealth and probsty 
— which latter virtue is rare enough, in this quarter, to ii^ 
serve special, mention — has resided here fifteen years, aad 
twenty-seven years in the West Indies. He lives regulaij^, 
but generously imbibing ale, and brandy-and-water, in modir 
rate quantities, ev«y day of his life. 

The governor, Colonel George Macdonald, is now absent k 
England. In the interim, the duties of the office are pef* 
formed by Dr. Ferguson, a mulatto in colour, but bom m 
ScoUand; and married to a white lady, who now render io 
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'ttat country. Dr. Fergnpon was regularly educated at £din« 
ifcrgby and is a medical officer of the British army ; a man of 
noble and commanding figure, handsome and intellectual 
^^tmtenance, and finished manners. He is affable, as well as 
4l%in^d, in his deportment, and fluent and interesting in oon- 
"^eraation. To him, and fire or six other men of colour, whom 
I- Have met on the coast, I should rofer, as proofs that in- 
dl^ldaals of the African race may, with due advantages, be 
Cultivated and refined so as to compare with the best speci- 
lOenB of white gentlemen. 

There is a large church here, said to have cost seventy thou- 

eand pounds sterling ; notwithstanding which vast expendi* 

te«, divine service has ceased to be performed. The last clerg}'- 

itmn, a young man universally beloved and respected, lost his 

life, two or three years ago. He had gope with a party of 

Mends, ^ve in all, on board a homeward-bound vessel, which 

lay at a short distance from the shore. On their return the 

boat cmpsized and sunk. The five Kroomen saved themselves, 

by swimming, until picked up by a canoe ; the five whites 

were lost ; and the young clergjrman among them. The latter 

swam well, and was almost within reach of a canoe, when he 

fbacevr up his hands, exclaiming, " God have mercy on me !" 

— and disappeared. A shark had undoubtedly seized him, at 

ibe moment when he believed himself safe. This gentleman 

held the office of Queen's Chaplain ; and since his melancholy 

ikte, no new appointment of that nature has been made. If 

credit be due to the statements reciprocally made by the 

colonists, in reference to one another, there is great need of 

teachers to inculcate the principles of religion, morality, and 

brotherly love ; although the spiritual instruction heretofore 

bestowed (which has cost large sums to the pious in England) 

has been almost entirely thrown away. There are some 

Missionaries here, who have directed their labours principally 

to the business of education. 

The tide runs so strongly, into and out of the river, that such 
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accijients as that which befell the fire Europeans, aboFe-men' 
tionedy are of no unfrequent occurreEc e, Wben ho ats or c an oei* 
are upset, it is impossible for the paaaengt^rs to swim against 
the current. We had an instance of the danger, while at an- 
chor there. The captain was seated in his cabin, with the 
stern windows open, when he heard -i native iu a canoa, under 
the stem, say "Man drown!" Bein^ asked what he meant, 
he reiterated the words, pointing towaivl:^ the sea. Juet then, 
a cry was indistinctly heard. Two uf our buata were instantly 
despatched, and picked up three Kvoumetj, whose canoe had 
sunk, leaving them to the mercy of the current, which wah 
rapidly drifting them towards the ocean. The Humane So- 
ciety of Sierra Leone bestows a re^v ard ibr every person res- 
cued from drowning. In this instacict', of course, no ckini was 
made upon their funds. 

The currency here differs from that of all the other settle* 
ments on the coast, except those beloogiog to Great Britain. 
The Spanish and South American doublooi;^ are valaedat only 
sixty-four shillings sterling each, or lifteen dollars and thirty- 
six cents; while they are worth elsewhere, sixteen doUara. 
Spanish and South American dollartn pas^s at abont one per 
cent, discount. The English soverLMgn is\ reckoned ht four 
dollars eighty cents ; and the French li\'e-fninc piece at ninetj'- 
two cents. The gold and silver coiu ui the United States is 
not current at Sierra Leone. Bills on London, at thirty daji 
sight, are worth from par to five per cent, premium, and m^ 
actually be sold in small sums (say from £100 to £2000) «$ 
fair rates. 

Pilotage is five shillings sterling per foot ; and the p07t<* 
charges are so exorbitant as to prevent the entrance of maof 
vessels, which would otherwise stop to try the market- 01 
late years, the trade of Sierra Leone has suffered great dimino^ 
tion. Money having been lost on all the timber exported, tbi^ 
business is at present nearly abandoned. Another cause of 
decay is l^e withdrawal of the British squadron^ wtuch bM 
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mrw its principal rendezvous at Ascension. More than all^ as 
contributing to the decline of the colony, the home-government 
tos discontinued the greater part of the assistance formerly 
rendered. The governor, colonial secretary, and chief justice, 
aye believed to be all the civil officers who now draw their 
salaries from England. The military force consists of a cap- 
isdn, iive or six subalterns, and probably two or three hundred 
9€i)diers. In consequence of the failure of support from the 
Bttother-country, the colony has imposed higher duties upon 
certain articles, in order to try the experiment of raising a 
revenue from their own resources. The most sagacious and 
best informed residents predict that the result aim^d at will 
not follow, and that three or four years will suffice to render 
ihe colony of Sierra Leone bankrupt. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

t^aUure of the American squadron to capture Slave- Vessels. Causes of that 
Failure. High character of the Commodore and Commanders. Similar 
ill success of the French Squadron. Success of the English, and why. Re- 
sults effected by the American Squadron. 

It will' not have escaped the reader's notice, that the foregoing 
journal of our cruise records not the capture of a single slave- 
vessel, either by our own ship, or any others belonging to the 
American squadron. Such is the fact, and such it must inevi- 
tably be, so long as the circumstances, which prevented our 
efficiency in that respect, shall continue to exist. The doctrines 
relative to the right of search, held by our Government, and 
cordially sanctioned by the people, declare that the cruisers 
of no foreign nation have a right to search, visit, or in any 
way detain an American vessel on the high seas. Denying the 
privilege to others, we must of course allow the same inviola- 
Inliiy to a foreign flag, as we assert for that of our owq coun- 
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try. Hence, our national shiim cuu detain or examine 
but American vessels, or thosp which they lind f?ailinir iindi^ 
the American flag^. Bat no Rlf^ve-veRsM would di^plny thh 
flag. The laws of the United H fa res declare the ftkve-traclff, 
if exercised by any of its citizens, to he pimcy, and jjuniah- 
able with death ; the laws of Spain, P<prtnga1, and Brazil, ate 
believed to be different, or, at leii^t, if they thi-eat^^n the ^mme 
penalty, are certain never to infi i c 1 1 1 . Con sequ en t) y , al 1 s 1 a veri 
will be careful to sail under the flag of one of thew latter na- 
tions, and thus avoid the danger of losing life as well as pro- 
perty, in the event of capture. 

Undoubtedly, many American vessels have been sold to fii- 
reigners, by unprincipled citizenw of {uu- own c^ontitry, witii 
a belief or full understanding tlmt tliey were to be employ^ 
in this nefarious trade. In some instance^*, each vessels have 
been sold, with stipulations in the contract, binding tht? aeU«r 
to deliver them at slave-stationw on the coast of Africa ; tli€»y 
have been sent out to those stations under American colourSi 
and commanded by American captnina ; and there, beiEig 
transferred to new masters, they hEi\'e immediately taken on 
board their cargoes of human fle.^h. But how is an Amefioan 
cruiser to to ta^^ hold of a vessel no cireinnstaaced ? ()» bet- 
departure from the United States, aud until th^ transfer t^kea 
place, she is provided with regnlur pupeid, and probably aaila 
for her destined port with a car^^o which may be used in Uw*- 
ful, as well as unlawful trade. Aftei- the tran^ferj she apj^ean 
under foreign colours, is furniflhi'd wilh foreign papers, com- 
manded by a foreign master, and manned by a fiii-eiga erew. 
It is not to be presumed that thia change of nationality willbi 
effected in presence of one of our jn^n-of-war. How then enn 
such a vessel be taken or moles ted, so long as the present 
treaties and laws continue in force r 

It is well that the public should be well prepared for au in- 
efficiency which can hardly fail to continue; and, iu justice to 
the American squadron, it shouM he imputed to the true cause, 
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imd not to any lack of energy or good- will on the part of 
tbe officers. Whatever be their zeal (and hitherto they have 
been active and indefatigable)^ it is almost certain that their 
ef&>rtB will not be crowned with success, in the capture of a 
single prize. The Commodore, under whose general direction 
we have acted, is a gentleman of the highest professional cha- 
raeter^ persevering, sagacious, and determined, and well 
ieiiown as such, both in and out of the service. The com- 
maaiders of the different vessels were likewise men of elevated 
character, zealous in performing their duty, and honourably 
ambitious of distinction. If the incentive of gain be reckoned 
strong^er than considerations of duty and honour, it was not 
wanting ; for, besides half the value of the vessel, each libe- 
rated slave would have been worth twenty-five dollars to the 
captors — a handsome amount of prize-money, in a cargo of six 
tfT eight hundred. 

The French, like omwlves, having no reciprocal treaties 
with Spain, Portugal, and Brazil, are equally unsaccessful in 
making prizes. Eleven of their vessels were stationed on the 
coast, daring the period of our cruise, but effected not a single 
capture. England, by virtue of her treaties with the three 
nations above mentioned, empowers her cruisers to take slave- 
vessels under either of their flags. Hence the success of the 
English commanders ; a success which sometimes is tauntingly 
help np, in contrast with what is most unjustly termed the 
slnggishness of our own squadron. 

Still, the presence of American national vessels, on the coast 
of Africa, has not been unattended with results that may partly 
compensate for the sacrifice of human life and health, which 
the climate renders inevitable. The trade of the United States 
has been protected. The natives have been taught, that the 
humblest American merchant- vessel sails under the shadow of 
a flag which guarantees security to everything that it covers. 
The colonies of Liberia have been made more respectable in 
I 
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the eyes of the barbarian nations that snrroiind them. ^ 
latter advantage it is creditable to our country to bestcv 
the United States demand from Liberia no commercial < 
tions, nor anything in return for the countenance whid 
lends to that growing commonwealth. Never before, ] 
did a colony exist, so entirely free from rexatious interfJ 
on the part of the mother-country, and so carefully fostefl 
the benevolence fhat planted it. Slight as is the pr 
litical connection between the United States and Liberiii 
latest advices inform us that it is in contemplation to i 
silken thread. The Colonization Society, I understand, i 
cussing the expediency of relinquishing its further control 
the government, and allowing the infant colony to take a j 
among independent nations. Should this event come to 
and Liberia either find the protection of another ma 
power, or prove adequate to protect herself, there will 
reason the less for sending a squadron of gallant ships to i 
shadows in a deadly climate. 



END OP T»E APRIOAN CRUISER. 
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TwE equipment and destination of the squadron fitted out in 
the year 1740, of which Commodore Anson had the command^ 
beings sufficiently known from the ample and well-penned re- 
lation of it under his diiection, I shall recite no particulars 
ttiat are to be found in that work. But it may be necessary, 
for the better understanding the disastrous fate of the " Wager,' 
the subject of the following sheets, to repeat the remark, that 
a strange infatuation seemed to prevail in the whole conduoi 
of this embarkation. For though it was unaccountably de- 
tained till the season for its sailing was past, no proper use 
was made of that time, which should have been employed in 
providing a suitable force of sailors and soldiery ; nor was 
there a due attention given to otfier requisites for so peculiar 
and extensive a destination. 

This neglect not only rendered the expedition abortive in its 
principal object, but most materially affected the condition of 
each particular ship ; and none so fatally as the '' Wager," who 
being an old Indiaman bought into the service upon this occa- 
mon, was now fitted out as a man-of-war, but being made to 
serve as a store-ship, was deeply laden with all kinds of ca- 
reening geer, military and other stores, for the use of the other 
ships; and, what is more, crowded with bale goods, and en- 
cumbered with merchandize. A ship of this quality and con- 
dition could not be expected to work with that readiness and 
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ease which was necessary for her security and preservation in 
those heavy seas with which she was to eDcounter* Her creinr 
consisted of men pressed from long^ voyagers to ,be ietit upon a 
distant and hazardous service : on tht^ other hand^ all her laud 
forces were no more than a poor detaohinent of infirm and de- 
crepid invalids from Chelsea hoapital, desponding under the 
apprehension of a long voyage. It ia not then to be wondered 
that Captain Kidd, under whose com in and this ship sailed oat 
of the port, should in his last momenta presage her ill siJcc^tp 
though nothing very material happeut^d during hie command. 
At his death he was succeeded by Captaiti C'beapj who stil) . 
without any accident, kept company with the squadron til] 
we had almost gained the southeniniont month of Straits Le 
Maire ; when, being the stemmost ahip^ we were, by the sud- 
den shifting of the wind to the sou tii ward and the turn of t^ 
tide, very near being wrecked upon the rocks of Staten Land ; 
which, notwithstanding, having wealthy red j cantrary to tlie 
expectation of the rest of the squadron, we endeavoured all 
in our power to make up our lost way au^ reg-ain oar etatioD* 
This we effected, and proceeded in onr voyage^ keeping com* 
pany with the rest of the ships for some time ; when, by a gre&t 
roll of a hollow sea, we carried away our mizea-mastj all t^iB 
chain-plates to windward being broken. Soon afterj haid 
gales at west coming on with a prodigious swell, there broke 
a heavy sea in upon the ship, which stove our boat a, and fi^j^ 
us for some time. These accidents were the more dishearten- 
ing, as our carpenter was on board the " Gloucester,*' and 
detauied there by the incessant tempestuous weather, and 8^ 
impracticable for boats. In a few days he returned, and sap- 
plied the loss of the mizen-mast by a lower studding-sail boom ; \ 
but this expedient, together with the patching up of our ngr- 
ging, was a poor temporary relief to us. We were soon obliged 
to cut away our best bower anchor to ease the fore-mast, the S 
shrouds and chain-plates of which were all broken, and the 
ship in all parts in a most crazy condition. Thus shattered 
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and disabled^ a single ship (for we had now lost flight of our 
scinadron^) we had the additional mortification to find ourselves 
bearing for the land on a lee-shore ; having thus far persevered 
ia the course we held, from an error in conjecture ; for the 
"weather was unfavourable for. observation, and there are no. 
charts of tl^t part of the coast. When those officers who first 
j^rceived their mistake, endeavoured to persuade the captain 
to alter his course, and bear away for the greater surety to 
the westward, he persisted in making directly, as he thought, 
for the Island of Socoro ; and to such as dared from time to 
lime to deliver their doubts of being entangled with the land 
stretching to the westward, he replied, that he thought him- 
self in no case at liberty to deviate from his orders ; and that 
the absence of his ship from the first place of rendezvous would 
entirely frustrate the whole squadron in the first object of their 
attack, and possibly decide upon the fortune of the whole ex- 
pedition. For the better understanding the force of his rea- 
soning, it is necessary to explain, that the island of Socoro is 
in the neighbourhood of Baldivia ; the capture of which place 
could not be effected without the junction of that ship which 
carried the ordnance and military stores. The knowledge of 
the great importance of giving so early and unexpected a blow 
to the Spaniards, determined the captain to make the shprtest 
way to the point in view ; and that rigid adherence to orders 
from which he thought himself in no case at liberty to depart, 
begot in him a stubborn defiance of all difficulties, and took 
away from him those apprehensions which so justly alarmed 
aH such as, from an ignorance of the orders, had nothing present 
to their minds but the dangers of a lee-shore. 

We had for some time been sensible of our approach to the 
land, from no other tokens than those of weeds and birds, 
•which are the usual indications of nearing the coast ; but at 
length we had an imperfect view of an eminence which we 
conjectured to be one of the mountains of the Cordilleras.. 
This, hoWevep, was not so distinctly seen but thai many 
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conceived it to be the effect of imagination ; bat if ihe c^fA 
tain was persuaded of the nearness of our danger^ it -wraa ng^ 
too late to remedy it ; for at this time the straps of the fore^a|r. 
blocks breaking, the fore-yard came down; and ihe gx!^^ 
part of the men being disabled through fatigue and sictai^^ 
it was some time before it could be got up again. The i^, 
hands who were employed in this business now plainly pm; 
the land on the larboard beam, bearing N.W., upon T^jjj^ 
the ship was driving boldly. Orders were then given imjiie- 
diately by the captain to sway the fore-yard up, and set ibe 
fore-sail; which done, we wore ship with her head to i^ 
southward, and endeavoured to crowd her off from the laqd^ 
but the weather, from, being exceeding tempestuous, blowing 
now a perfect hurricane, and right in upon the shore, ren- 
dered our endeavours (for we were now only twelve handu ^t 
for duty,) entirely fruitless. The night came on, dreadful be- 
yond description, in which, attempting to throw out our to^. 
sails to claw off the shore, they were immediately blown from 
the yards. In the morning, about four o'clock, the ship struck* 
The shock we received upon this occasion, though veiy great,, 
being not unlike a blow of a heavy sea, such as in the series of 
preceding storms we had often experienced, was taken for the 
same; but we were soon undeceived by her striking agajp, 
more violently than before, which laid her upon her beam-eniif 
the sea making a fair breach over her. Every person that now- 
could stir was presently upon the quarter deck ; and many 
even of those were alert upon this occasion, that had iiot 
shewed their faces upon deck for above two months before.; 
several poor wretches, who were in the last stage of the scur- 
vy, and who could not get out of their hammocks, were imme- 
diately drowned. In this dreadful situation ehe lay for some 
little time, every soul on board looking upon the present mi- 
nute as his last; for there was nothing to be seen but break- 
ers all around us. However, a mountainous sea hove her off 
from thence ; but she presently struck again, and hicke her 
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tiller. In this terrifying and critical juncture^ to have ob- 
served all the various modes of horror operating according to 
i^e several characters and complexions amongst ns^ it was 
necessary that the observer himself should have been free 
ftx)in all impressions of danger. Instances there were, how- 
ever, of behaviour so very remarkable, they could not escape 
the notice of any one who was not entirely bereaved of his 
seises; for some were in this condition to all intents and 
purposes; particularly one, in the ravings despair brought 
ux>on him, was seen stalking about the deck, flourishing a 
cmtlass over his head, and calling himself king of the country, 
and striking every body he came near, till his companions, 
seeing no other security against his tyranny, knocked him 
down. Some reduced before by long sickness and the scurvy 
became on this occasion as it were petrified and bereaved of 
an sense, like inanimate logs, and were bandied to and fro by 
the jerks and rolls of the ship, without exerting any efforts 
to help themselves. So terrible was the scene of foaming 
breakers around us, that one of the bravest men we had 
could not help expressing his dismay at it, saying it was too 
shocking a sight to bear ; and would have thrown himself 
over the rails of the quarter-deck into the sea, had he not 
been prevented : but at the same time there were not want- 
ing those who preserved a presence of mind truly heroic. 
The man at the helm, though both rudder and tiller were 
gone, kept his station ; and being asked by one of the officers, 
if the ship would steer or not, first took his time to make trial 
by the wheel, and then answered with as much respect and 
coolness as if the ship had been in the greatest safety ; and 
immediately after applied himself with his usual serenity to 
his duty, persuaded it did not become him to desert it as long as 
the ship kept together. Mr. Jones, mate, who now survives 
not only this wreck, but that of the " Litchfield" man-of-war, 
upon the coast of Barbary, at the tijne when the ship was in 
I 5 
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the most imminent danger^ not only shewed himself lin- 
daanted^ but endeavoured to inspire the same resolation ni 
the men ; saying, "My friends, let us not be discouraged : did 
you never see a ship amongst breakei^ before ? Let us tiy to 
push her through them. Come, lend a hand ; here is a sliee^ 
and here is a brace; lay hold ; I don't doubt but we may a^sk 
her near enough to the land to save our lives." This had 80 
good an effect, that many who were before half-dead, seo&S 
active again, and now went to work in earnest. This Iffi". 
Jones did purely to keep up the spirits of the people as \<mg 
as possible; for he often said afterwards, he thought fbm 
was not the least chance of a single man's being saved. We 
now run in between an opening of the breakers, steering by 
the sheets and braces, when providentially we stuck fast be- 
tween two great rocks ; that to windward sheltering us m 
some measure from the violence of the sea. We immediately 
cut away the main and fore-mast ; but the ship kept beating 
in such a manner, that we imagined she could hold together 
but a very little while. The day now broke, and the wea- 
ther, that had been extremely thick, cleared away for a few 
moments, and gave us a glimpse of the land not far from us. 
We now thought of nothing but saving our lives. To get tie 
boats out, as our masts were gone, was a work of some tune; 
which when accomplished, many were ready to jump into tte 
first, by which means they narrowly escaped perishing before 
they reached the shore. I now went to Captain Cheap (wbo 
had the misfortune to dislocate his shoulder by a fall the d&y 
before, as he was going forward to get the fore-yard swayed 
up,) and asked him if he would not go on shore ; but he told 
me, as he had done before, that he would be the last to leave 
the ship ; and he ordered me to assist in getting the men ont 
as soon as possible. I had been with him very often from the 
time the ship first struck, as he desired I would, to acquaiat 
him with everything that passed; and I particularly re- 
marked, that he gave his orders at that time with as much 
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coolness as ever he had done during the former part of the 
voyage. 

The scene was now greatly changed; for many who 
"but a few minutes before had shewn the strongest signs of 
despair, and were on their knees praying for mercy, im- 
£iigiiiing they were now not in that immediate danger, grew 
very riotous, broke open every chest and box that was at 
liand, stove in the heads of casks of brandy and wine as they 
were borne up to the hatchways, and got so drunk, that seve- 
ral of them were drowned on board, and lay floating about the 
decks for some days after. Before I left the ship, 1 went down 
to my chest, which was at the bulk-head of the ward-room, in 
order to save some little matters, if possible ; but whilst I was 
there the ship thumped with such violence, and the water came 
in 80 fast, that I was forced to get upon the quarter-Seek 
again, without saving a single rag but what was upon my back* 
The boatswain and some of the people would not leave the 
ship so long as there was any liquor to be got at ; upon which 
Captain Cheap suffered himself to be helped out of his bed, put 
into the boat and carried on shore. 

It is natural to tliink, that to men thus upon the point of 
perishing by shipwreck, the getting to land was the highest 
attainment of their wishes; undoubtedly it was a desir- 
able event; yet, all things considered, our condition was 
but little mended by the change. Which ever way we 
looked, a scene of horror presented itself: on one side the 
wreck, (in which was all that we had in the world to sup- 
port and subsist us,) together with a boisterous sea, pre- 
sented us with the most dreary prospect ; on the other, the 
land did not wear a much more favourable appearance ; deso- 
late and barren, without sign of culture, we could hope to re- 
ceive little other benefit from it than the preservation it 
afforded us from the sea. It must be confessed this was a 
great and merciful deliverance from immediate destruction; 
but then we had wet, cold, and hunger, to struggle with, and 
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no visible remedy against any of these evils^ Exerting o«im 
selves, however, though faint, benumbed, and almost helpiati, 
to find some wretched covert against the extreme inclemeMf 
of the weather, we discovered an Indian hnt, at a small diih 
tancefrom the beach, within a. wood, in which, as msBym 
possible, without distinction, crowded themselves, tlie xdgkt 
coming on exceedingly tempestooos and rainy. Bat heve m!t 
sitoation was such as to exclude all rest and refreshmeniilr 
sleep from most of us ; for besides that we pressed upon am 
another extremely, we were not without our alarms and ap- 
prehensions of being attacked by the Indians, from a discoveif 
we made of some of their lances and other arms in onr Imi; 
and our nncertainty of their strength and disposition gKm 
alarm to our imagination, and kept us in continual anidefy. 
In this miserable hovel, one of our oompany, a lieutenant ef 
invalids, died this night ; and of those who for want of room 
took shelter under a great tree, which stood them in very lit- 
tle stead, two more perished by the severity of that cold and 
rainy night. In the morning, the calls of hunger, which hid 
been hitherto suppressed by our attention to more imme^ate 
dangers and difficulties, were now become too importunate to 
be resisted. We had most of us fasted eight-and-forty hom, 
some more ; it was time, therefore, to make inquiry amoig 
ourselves, what store of sustenance had been brought from ^ 
wreck by the providence of some, and what could be proean^ 
on the island by the industry of others : but the prodaoe of 
the one amounted to no more than two or three pounds of bis- 
cuit dust reserved in a bag ; and all the success of those ynbo 
ventured abroad, the weather being still exceedingly bad, w$a 
to kill one eea-guU and pick some wild celery. These, tiww- 
fore, were immediately put into a pot, with the addition of a 
large quantity of water, and made into a kind of soup, of which 
each partook as far as it would go ; but we had no sotmer 
thrown this down than we were seized with the most painfol 
sickness at our stomachs, violent reacbings, swooniags, and 
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o^ier «ymptottig of being poisoned. This was imputed to vari- 
olas causes, but in general to the herbs we made use of, in the 
iva^nre amd quality of which we fancied ourselves mistaken ; 
bai; a little further enquiry let us into the real occasion of it, 
'wrliich was no other than this : the biscuit dust was the sweep- 
In^^s of the bread-room, but the bag into which they were put 
li&d been a tobacco bag ; the contents of which not being en- 
ifcir^y taken out, what remained mixed with the biscuit-dust, 
and proved a strong emetic. 

"We were in all about a hundred and forty who had gone on 

flliore ; but some few remained still on board, detained either by 

.drunkenness, or a view of pillaging the wreck, among which 

"^as ^e boatswain. These were visited by an officer in the 

yawl, who was to endeavour to prevail upon them to join the 

rest; but finding them in the greatest disorder, and disposed to 

mutiny, he was obliged to desist from his purpose and return 

'vritiiout them. Though we were very desirous, and our necessi- 

. ties required that we should take some survey of the land we 

-vrere upon ; yet being strongly prepossessed that the savages 

were retired but some little distance from us, and waited to see 

. us divided, our parties did not make this day any great excur- 

flions from the hut; but as far as we went, we found it very 

* saoifassy and unpromising. The spot which we occupied was 
a bay formed by hilly promontories ; that to the north so ex- 

• ceeding steep, that in order to ascend it (for there was no 
going round, the bottom being washed by the sea) we were at 
^e labour of cutting steps. This, which we called Mount 
Misery, was of use to us in taking some observatiojis after- , 
wards, when the weather would permit: the southern pro- 
montory was not so inaccessible. Beyond this I, withx 
some others, having reached another bay, found driven ashore 
some parts of the wreck, but no kind of provision ; nor did we 
meet with any shell-fish, which we were chiefly in search of. 
We therefore returned to the rest, and for that day made no 
other repast than what the wild celery afforded us. The en* 
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suing night proved exceedingly tempet*tuoiiB ; andj IjIxb 
running very high, threatened those on board with immediiite 
destruction by the parting of the wreck. They then were an 
solicitous to get ashore, as they were before obatinat*? in re- 
fusing the assistance we sent them ; iiikd ivhen they foimd tba 
boat did not come to their relief at the mstant th^y expected 
it, without considering how impracticable a thmg it waa ti$ 
send it them in such a sea, they fired one of the qtiarter-deck 
guns at the hut ; the ball of which didbutjust pass over ^ 
covering of it, and was plainly heard by the captaiji and tib 
who were within. Another attempt, tlierefore, was made to 
bring these madmen to land ; which, [io\% Lverj by the violence 
of the sea, and other^mpediments, occnsioaed by the mast that 
lay alongside, proved ineffectual. TJiia unavoidable delay 
made the people on board outrage ourf ; Ihoy fell tu beating 
every thing to pieces that fell in the \v^ay ; and, carrying' their 
intemperance to the greatest excess, bru'ke open chests and 
cabins for plunder that could be of no um to them ; and so 
Igeamest were they in this wantoniit':!?^* af tlieftj that one man 
had evidently been murdered on accuuLit of soaie division of 
the spoil, or for the sake of the share that fell to bim, ha^-ing 
all the marks of a strangled corpse. One thing in4his outrage 
they seemed particularly attentive to, which was, to provide 
themselves with arms and ammunition, in order to support 
them in putting their mutinous designs in execution, and as- 
serting their claim to a lawless exemption from the authority 
of their officers, which they pretended must cease with the 
loss of the ship. But of these arms, which we stood in great 
need of, they were soon bereaved upon coming ashore, by the 
resolution of Captain Cheap and Lieutenant Hamilton of the 
marines. Among these mutineers which had been left on board, 
as I observed before, was the boatswain; who, instead of ex- 
erting the authority he had over the rest, to keep them within 
bounds as much as possible, was himself a ringleader in their 
riot : him, without respect to the figure he then made, for he 
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was in laced clothes, Captain Cheap^ by a blow well laid on 
with his cane, felled to the ground. It was scarce possible to 
refrain from laughter at the whimsical appearance these fellows 
made, who having rifled the chests of the ofi&cers, best suits, 
had put them on over their greasy trowsers and dirty checked 
shirts. They were soon stripped of their finery, as they had 
before been obliged to resign their arms. 

The incessant rains, and exceeding cold weather in this cli- 
mate, rendered it impossible for us to subsist long without 
shelter ; and the hut being much too little to receive us all, it 
was necessary to fall upon some expedient, without delay, 
which might serve our purpose ; accordingly the gunner, car- 
I)enter, and some more, turning the cutter keel upwards, and 
fixing it upon props, made no despicable habitation. Having 
thus established some sort of settlement, we had the more lei- 
sure to look about us, and to make our researches with greater 
accuracy than we had before, after such supplies as the most 
desolate coasts are seldom unfurnished with. Accordingly, 
we soon provided ourselves with some sea-fowl, and found 
limpets, muscles, and other shell-fish in tolerable abundance ; 
but this rummaging of the shore was now becoming extremely 
irksome to ' those who had any feeling, by the bodies of our 
drowned people thrown among the rocks, some of which were 
hideous spectacles, from the mangled condition they were in 
by the violent surf that drove in upon the coast. These hor- 
rors were overcome by the distresses of our people, who were 
even glad of the occasion of killing the gallinazo (the carrion 
crow of that country) while preying on these carcasses, in 
order to make a meal of them. But a provision by no means 
proportionable to the number of the mouths to be fed could, by 
our utmost industry, be acquired from that part of the island 
we had hitherto traversed; therefore, till we were in a 
capacity of making more distant excursions, the wreck 
was to be applied to, as often as possible, for such sup- 
plies as could be got out of her. But as this was a very 
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preearious fund in its present lituationj and at best cotll^ 
not last U9 long; considering too tliut it was very imcertaia 
how long we might be detainiid upon this inland ; tJic 
stores and provision we were &o fortunate a a to retrieve, 
were not only to be dealt out with tht^ most frugal ecanoniyj^ 
but a sufficient quantity, if possible, laid by, to fit ua oulS 
whenever we could agree upon any method of transporting^ 
ourselves from this dreary spot. I'he difficalties we had to 
encounter in these visits to the wreck, cannot be easily de- 
scribed ; for no part of it beings above water except the 
quarter-deck and part of the forecat^tle, we were usually ob- 
liged to purchase such things as were witliin reach, by mean* 
of large hooks fastened to poles, in wbich buainesa we were 
much incommoded by the dead bodies iioating between decks. 
In order to secure what we ''thus ^ot iu a manner to answer 
the ends and purposes above mentioned ^ Captain Cheap 
ordered a store tent to be erL'cted nt^ar hi a hat, aa ft 
repository, from which nothing wan to be dealt oat, but m*M 
the measure and proportions agreed npim by the officers ; and ' 
though it was very hard upon us petty office r3j who wer^ 
fatigued with hunting all day in quest of food, to defend thi* 
tent from invasion by night, no other meani^ could be devised * 
for this purpose so effectual as the committing this charge to*- 
our care; and we were accordingly ordered to divide ^' 
task equally between us. Yet, notwithstanding our utmitfif* 
vigilance and care, frequent robberies were committed upoilf 
our trust, the tent being accessible in more than one placed' 
And one night, when I had the watch, hearing a stir within, I • 
came unawares upon the thief, and presenting a pistol to his* 
breast, obliged him to submit to be tied up to a post, till I had 
an opportunity of securing him more effectually. Depre- 
dations continued to be made on our reserved stock, notwith- 
standing the great hazard attending such attempts ; for our 
common safety made it necessary to punish them with the 
utmost rigour. This will not be wondered at when it i»' 
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kiio^wn how Utile the allowance which might consi8ten:(ly 

be. cUspensed from thence^ was proportionable to our common 

en0encieB : so that our daily and nightly task of roving after 

food, was not in the least relaxed thereby ; and all put to- 

Sretlier was so far from answering our necessities, that many 

&t this time perished with hanger. A boy, when no other 

enables could be foimd, having picked up the liver of one of 

th^ drowned men (whose carcass had been torn to pieces by the 

force with which the sea drove it among the rocks) was with 

difficnlty withheld from making a meal of it. The men were 

80 asflidaousin their research after the few things which drove 

front the wrecks that in order to have no sharers of their good 

fortune, they examined the shore no less by night than by day ; 

80 t-hat many of those who were less alert, or not so fortunate 

as their neighbours, perished with hunger, or were driven to 

tlie last extremity. It must be observed, that on the 14th of 

May we were cast away, and it was not till the twenty-fift;h 

of this month that provision was served regularly from the 

store tent. 

The land we were now settled upon was about ninety leagues ' 
to the northward of the western mouth of the Straits of Ma- 
gellan, in the latitude of between 47 and 48 degrees south, 
from whence we could plainly see the Cordilleras; and by 
two lagoons on the north and south of us, stretching towards 
those mountains, we conjectured it was an island. But as 
yet we had no means of informing ourselves perfectly, whe- 
ther it was an island or the main ; for besides that the inland 
parts at a little distance from us seemed impracticable, from 
the exceeding great thickness of the wood, we had hitherto 
been in such confusion and want (each finding full employ- 
ment for his time in scraping together a wretched subsistence, 
and providing shelter against the cold and rain,) that no party 
could be formed to go upon discoveries. The climate and 
season too were utterly imfavourable to adventurers^ and the 
coast, as far as our eye could stretch seaward, a scene of such 
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dismal breakers as would discourage the most dariiag' 
making attempts in small boatt*. Nor were we assisted m 
our inquiries by any observatiou that could be made from tUat 
eminence we called Mount Mi j^ory, toward land; our prosjpfict 
that way being intercepted by gtill higher hills and lofty 
woods; we had therefore no f>tli*^r e^^pedient, by means of— 
which to come at this knowl^c^^e. but by fitting out one a|| 
our ship's boats upon some disco\ ej-y^ to infurm us of our sitfl- 
ation. Our long boat was stiU on board the wreck ; tberefopi 
a number of hands were now dig p tit died to cut the gunwale 
of the ship, in order to get her out, ^\'hibt we were employed 
in this business, there appeuad three canoes of Indiiiiu* 
paddling towards us; they had cuine round the point from 
the southern Lagoons. It t^jis some time before we could 
prevail upon them to lay asidt^ thi-ir ft^ars and approach us ; 
which at length they were induced to do by the signs of 
friendship we made them, and by showing eome bale goods, 
which they accepted, and sufiered tlii^mspls^ea to be conducted 
to the captain, who made tliem, Htewinp, ho me pn*3eat* 
They were strangely affected with the uovelty thereof: bat 
chiefly when shown the lookinEJ-^^kHs, in which the beholder 
could not conceive it be hia own face that yvas roppeseated| 
but that of some other beUiitd itj ^v^hicli he therefore went 
round to the back of the glaas to iitid out. These people wens 
of a small stature, very swartliy , lin vi n^ long^, black, coarse haiTj 
hanging over their faces. It was evidt^nt, from their great stic- 
prise, and every part of their l^dKuiourj at* well as their not 
having one thing in their posafjiisign which could he derived from 
white people, that they had n*^vcr seen such. Their clothiii|f 
was nothing but a bit of some Ik^ist'j^ skin about their waist^ 
and something woven from fL^athera over tho ahouldere i and 
as they uttered no word of aoy laufruage we bad ever hearf^ 
nor had any method of makinir thomaelves understood, we 
presumed they could have had no iuttu^course with Eorojieanip 
These savages, who upon their departure left us a fewmoscles, 
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r^rtorned in two days, and surprised us by bringing us three 
fi^seep. From whence they could procure these animals in a 
part of the world so distant from any Spanish settlement, cut 
off firom all communication with the Spaniards by an inac- 
cessible coast and unprofitable country, is difficult to conceive. 
Oertain it is, that we saw no such creatures, nor ever heard 
of any such, from the Straits of Magellan, till we got into the 
neighbourhood of Chiloe; it must be by some strange ac- 
cident that these creatures came into their possession; but 
^what that was, we never could learn from them. At this 
interview we bartered with them for a dog or two, which we 
roasted and eat. In a few days after they made us another 
visit, and bringing their wives with them, took up their abode 
with us for some days ; then again left us. 

Whenever the weather permitted, which was now growing 
something drier, but exceediog cold, we employed ourselves 
about the wreck, from which we had, at sundry times, re- 
covered several articles of provision and liquor : these were 
deposited inathe store tent. Ill-humour and discontent, from 
the difficulties we laboured under in procuring subsistence, 
and the little prospect there was of any amendment in our 
condition, was now breaking out a pace. In some it shewed 
itself by a separation of settlement and habitation ; in others, 
by a resolution of leaving the captain entirely, and making a 
wild journey by themselves, without determining upon any plan 
whatever. For my own part, seeing it was the fashion, and 
liking none of their parties, I built a little hut just big enough 
for myself and a poor Indian dog I found in the woods, who 
could shift for himself along shore, at low water, by getting 
limpets. This creature grew so fond of me and faithful, that 
he would suffer nobody to come near the hut without biting 
them. Besides those seceders I mentioned, some laid a scheme 
of deserting us entirely : these were in number ten ; the greatest 
part of them a most desperate and abandoned crew, who, to 
strike a notable stroke before they went off, placed half a 
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barrel of gunpowder close to the captatE's hut, laid a train to 
it, and were just preparing to perpetrate their wicked design 
of blowing np their commander, when they were ^r^rith diffi- 
culty dissuaded from it by one who had some bowels and re- 
morse of conscience left in him. TIjt'st; vvretcliea, aft-er ram- 
bling some time in the woods, and linding it impracticable to 
get off, for they were then convinced tliat ^ve were not iipoa 
the main, as they had imagined when they first left uSj bat 
upon an island within four or five leag^^ien of it, returned and 
settled about a league from us ; however, they were still de- 
termined, as soon as they could procuie craft fit for their pur- 
pose, to get to the main. But before tliey could eflect this, 
we found means to prevail upon thp arjuourer and one of ihe 
carpenter's crew, two very useful mf u to us^ who had impni- 
dently joined them, to come over again to their duty. Hie 
rest (one or two excepted), having built a pout, and convert-^ 
ed the hull of one of the ship's masta into a eanue, went away 
up one of the Lagoons, and never ^v<:^c heard of more* TheBC 
being a desperate and factious set^ did not diatresa us much 
by their departure, but rather added to onr future aecurity: 
one in particular, James Mitchell b)^ naniej we had all the 
reason in the world to think had counntttL^d no less than two 
murders since the loss of our ship ; one ou the person found 
strangled on board, another on the body of a man whom we 
discovered among some bushes upon Mount Misery^ stabbed 
in several places, and shockingly mangled. Thia dimiafltion 
of our numbers was succeeded by an an fortunate accideai 
much more affecting in its consequences, 1 nu*au the death of 
Mr. Cozens, midshipman ; in relating: Mhich with the ceces- 
eary impartiality and exactness, I think myself obliged to be 
more than ordinary particular. Havbig one day, amoag^ other 
things, got a cask of pease out of thp wreck^ about wlilch 
I was almost constantly employed ^ I brought it to flhore 
in the yawl; when having landed it, the captaia came 
down upon the beach, and and bid me go up to sosie of ttie 
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tents^ and order hands to come down and roll it up ; but find- 
ing none bnt Mr. Cozens, I delivered him the orders, who 
immediately came down to the captain, where I left 
them^ -when I returned to the wreck. Upon my coming on 
shore ag^ain, I found that Mr. Cozens was put under confine- 
ment by the captain, for being drunk and giving him abusive 
langna^e ; however, he was soon after released. A day or 
two after he had some dispute with the surgeon, and came to 
blow^s ; all these things incensed the captain greatly against him. 
I believe this unfortunate man was kept warm with liqour,and 
set on by some ill-designing persons; for, when sober, I never 
knew a better natured man, nor one more inoffensive. Some 
attie time after, at the hour of serving provisions, Mr. Cozens 
was at the store tent ; and having, it seems, lately had a 
quarrel with the purser, and now some words arising between 
them, the latter told him he was come to mutiny ; and without 
any farther ceremony fired a pistol at his head, which narowly 
missed him. The captain, hearing the report of the pistol, 
and perhaps the purser's words, that Cozens was come to 
mutiny, ran out of his hut with a cocked pistol in his hand, 
and, without asking any questions, immediately shot him 
through the head. 1 was at this time in my hut, as the wea- 
ther was extremely bad ; but running out upon the alarm of 
his firing, the first thing I saw was Mr. Cozens on the 
ground, weltering in his blood ; he was sensible, and took 
me by the hand, as he did several others, shaking his 
head, as if he meant to take leave of us. If Mr. Cozens, 
behaviour to his captain was indecent and provoking, 
the captain's on the other hand, was rash and hasty ; if the 
first was wanting in that respect and observance which is due 
from a petty officer to his commander, the latter was still more 
unadvised in the method he took for the enforcement of his 
authority ; of which indeed, he was jealous to the last degree, 
and which he saw daily declining, and ready'^to be trampled 
upon. His mistaken apprehensions of a mutinous design in Mr. 
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Cozens, the sole motive of this raah actionj was far fino© 
answering the end he proposed by it, that the menj M^ho fttt* 
fore were much dissatisfied and unpasyj were by tliaunforftt- 
nate step thrown almost into open F?edil:ion and revolt. It WBm 
evident that the people, who run ont of their teiits^ alanoed 
by the report of fire-arms, thotigfli tlu?y diagtiised their t^ 
sentiments, for the present, werti extremely aOected at #■» 
catastrophe of Mr. Cozens (for he was greatly beloved Igr 
them) : their minds were now exasperated, and it wai ta te 
apprehended, that their resentment, whii^b was smothered lb 
the present, would shortly show itself in some dangerous esi- 
terprise. The unhappy victim, who lay weltering in hi^ >^T**6d 
on the ground before them, seemed to absorb tbeir whole a'fe* 
tention ; the eyes of all were fixod upon him ; and visiMe 
marks of the deepest concern appeared in the countenanoee ^f 
the spectators. The persuasion tliP captain was under, lit 
the time he shot Mr. Cozens, that bia intentions were mutift* 
ous, together with a jealousy of the tliiijtniition of hit aitthoiitp, 
occasioned also his behaving with K's« comi^aaj^ion and teiktelf- 
ness towards him afterwards than ivns <ionsiftent with ^tt* 
unhappy condition of the poor aniFerer ; for when it was b^ ' 
ged as a favour by his messmate-^; that 5Ir. Caz ens, might te 
removed to their tent, though a necessary thing in his danger- 
ous situation, yet it was not permitted ; but the poor wtet& 
was sufiered to languish on the ground some days, wiililio 
other covering than a bit of canvass thrown over some burfifit, 
where he died. But to return to our story: the tVLjMa 
addressing himself to the people thus assembled, told fifita 
that it was his resolution to maintain his command 6ffer 
them as usual, which still remained in as much force 'as 
ever ; and then ordered them all to return to tlieir reepefc- 
tive tents, with which order they instantly complied. No^ 
we had saved the long-boat from the wreck, and got it in 
our possession, there was nothing that seemed so necessary 
towards the advancing our delivery from this desolate plaoe^ 
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as the new modelling this vessel so as to have room for all 

^f&ose who were inclmed to go off in her, and to put her in a 

condition to bear the stormy seas we must of course encounter. 

'We therefore hauled her up, and having placed her upon 

l>locks, sawed her in two, in order to lengthen her about twelve 

Ibet by the keel. For this purpose, all those who could be 

spared from the more immediate task of procuring subsistence, 

•were employed in jStting and shaping timber as the carpenter 

directed them ; I say, in procuring subsistence, because the 

'^9'eather lately having been very tempestuous, and the wreck 

•working much, had disgorged a great part of her contents, 

•vrhich were everywhere dispersed about the shore. 

"We now sent frequent parties up the Lagoons, which some- 
times succeeded in getting some sea-fowl for us. The Indians 
appearing again in the offing, we put off our yawl, in order to 
frustrate any design they might have of going up the Lagoon 
towards the deserters, who would have availed themselves of 
some of their canoes to have got upon the main. Having con- 
ducted them in, we found that their intention was to settle 
among us, for they had brought their wives and children with 
them, in all about fifty persons, who immediately set* about 
building themselves wigwams, and seemed much reconciled 
to our company ; and, could we have entertained them as we 
ought, they would have been of great assistance to us, who 
were yet extremely put to it to subsist ourselves^ being a hun- 
dred in number ; but the men, now subject to little or no con. 
trol, endeavoured to seduce their wives, which gave the Indians 
such offence, that in a short time they found means to depart, 
taking everything along with them ; and we being sensible ^f 
the cause, never expected to see them return again. The car- 
penter having made some progress in his work upon the long- 
boat, in which he was enabled to proceed tolerably, by the 
tools and other articles of his business retrieved from the 
wreck, the men began to think of the course they should take 
to get home; or rather, having borrowed Sir John Narbo- 
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rough's Voyage of Captain Cheap , by the application of Mt 
Balkeley, which book he saw me reading one day in my tait, 
they immediately, upon perasing it, coDcluded npon mati&i 
their voyage hone by tiie Straiti of ^la^ellan. Thia plan ^ 
proposed to the captain, who by no means approved of ttj ' 
design being to go northwards, with the view of eeixing a el 
of the enemy's, by which means ho nii^ht join the com mode : 
at present, therefore, here it rested, l^ub the mea were in hiH 
spirits from the prospect they had of getting off in the losp 
boat, overlooking all the difficult] ea and hazards of a voyfl 
almost impracticable, and caressing the carpenter, w^ho indeetk 
was an excellent workman, and defierved all the encourage 
ment they conld give him. The lodiaus liaviog left U3, and tk 
weather continuing tempestaons and rainy, the dia treses ^( 
the people, for want of food, became insupportable. Our nan^ 
ber, which at first was 145, was now reduced to 1 00, «b3 
diiefly by famine, which pat the ruBt upon all shifts and d^ 
vices to support themselves. One day, ^vben I was at hon 
in my hat with my Indian dog, a party came to my door, 
told me their necessities were sut'li^ that they muat eat 
creature or starve. Though their plea wiis urgent, T could 
help using some arguments to ei^deavoiir to dissuade 
from killing him, as his faithful services and fondness 
it at my hands ; but, without weighing my arguments, 
took him away by force and killed him ; upon which, 
that 'I had at least as good a right to a share as*the 
sat down with them, and partook of their repast, 
weeks after that I was glad to make a meal of his paws 
skin, which, upon recollecting the spot where they had 
him, I found thrown aside and rotten.^ The pressing calls 

* The fourth day came« but not a breath of air« 
And ocean dumber'd, like an unwean'd child. 

The fifth day, and their boat lay floating there, 
■ The sea and ship were blue, and clear and mild.— 

With their one oar (I wish they had a pair). 

What could they do ? and hunger*s rage grew wild : 

So Juan's spaniel, spite of his entreating. 

Was killed and portioned out for pieient eating. 
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lx«Biger drove our men to fheir wits ends^ and pat th«n upon a 
vnriety of devices to satisfy it. Among the ingenions. this 
'WfT^f, ^le Phips^ a boatswain's rnate^ having got a water pun- 
obeoQ, scuttled it ; then lashing two logs, one on each side, set 
Ofit m quest of adventures in this extraordinary and original 
piece of embarkation. By this means he would frequently, 
^ben all the rest were starvmg, provide himself with wild- 
fig^l ; and it must have been very bad weather indeed which 
ccwld deter him from putting out to sea when his occasions re« 
q^red. Sometimes he would venture far out in the offing, and 
1}# absent the whole day : at last, it was his misfortune, at a 
gff^at distance from shcHre, to be overset by a heavy sea; but 
))»ag near a rock, though no swimmer, he managed so as to 
^scramble to it, and with great difficulty ascended it ; there he 
j^aiained two days with very little hopes of uiy relief, for .he 
w^s too far off to be seen from shore ; but fortunately a boat, 
Jiaving put off and gone in quest of wild-fowl that way, dis- 
covered him making such signals as he was able, and brought 
jfcto back to the island. But this accident did not so dis- 
iMKirage him but that soon after, having procured an ox's 
bide, used on board for sifting powder, and called a gunner's 
Mde, by the assistance of some hoops he formed something 
like a canoe, in which he made several successful voyages. — 
When the weather would permit us, we seldom failed of 
getting some wild-fowl, though never in any plenty, by put- 
ting off iivour boats ; but this most inhospitable climate is not 
4lttly deprived of the sun, for the most part, by a thick, rainy 
atmosphere, but is also visited by almost incessant tempests. 

On the sixth day they fed upon his hide. 
And Joan vho had still refused, because 
:; The creature was his father's dog that died. 

Now feeling all the vulture in his jaws. 
With some remorse received (though first denied) 

As a great favour, one of the fore paws« 
Which he divided with PedrUlo, who 
Devoured it, longing for the other too. 

LosB Byaon's Don Jcam, Cavto II. 



i 
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It most be confessed^ we reaped s<Hne beaefit from interne 1m|; 
gales UBd overgrown seas, which drove several Idlings tti^bfi£ 
hut there was no dependence on such accidental relief; lUMljgi 
were always on the alert to avail ourselves of every mtuiM | | ; 
of fair weather, though so little to be depended on, ibxb iff 
were often unexpectedly and to our pehl overtaken by a tijf^ 
den change. In one of our excursions I, with two moie^ ^J 
wretched punt of our own making, had no socmer landed J|!l 
ear own station upon a high rock, than the punt wasdiiiril 
loose by a sudden squall ; and had not one ^ the men^ eA Hit 
risk of his life, jumped into the sea and swam cm board kit$ 
we must in all probability have perished ; fbr we were wtm 
than three leagues fh>m the island at the time. Amon^ #e 
birds we generally lAa&t, was the painted goose, whose pbnm^ 
is variegated with the most lively colours ; and a bird mmir 
larger than a goose, which we called the race-horse, from H^ 
great velocity with which it moved upon tiie surface of ^ 
water, in a sort oi half flying, half runidi^ motion. But im 
were not so successful in our endeavours by land ; for ^ooc^ 
we sometimes got pretty far into the woods, we met wifl 
very few birds in all our walks. We never saw but tiiree 
woodcocks, two of which were killed by Mr. HamiltMi, and 
one by myself. These, with some humming-birds, and a laife 
kind of robin-redbreast, were the only feathered inhabitantiiirf 
this island, excepting a small bird with two long feathers in hil 
tail, which was generally seen amongst the rocks, Aid wasjip 
tame, that I have had them rest upon my shoulder whilst I hsM^ 
been gathering shell-fish. Indeed, we were visited -by ma^ 
birds of prey, some very large ; but ihese only occasionally, 
and, as we imagined, allured by some dead whale in the neigh- 
bourhood, which was once seen. However, if we were so 
fortunate as to kill one of them, we thought ourselves very 
well off. In one of my walks, seeing a bird of this latter kind 
upon an eminence, I endeavoured to come upon it unperceived 
with my gun, by means of the woods which lay at ike back of 
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m&t eminence ; bnt when I proceeded m far in the wood aato 

Utiiik I was in a line with it, I heard a growling close by me, 

•vHbich made me think it advisable to retire as soon as possible : 

tlxe woods were so gloomy I could see nothing ; but as I re-* 

tired, this noise followed me close till I had got out of them. 

Some of our men did assure me, that they had seen a very 

Iscrge beast in the woods ; but their description of it was too 

irhperfect tobe relied upon. The wood here is chiefly of the arc- 

maiic kind ; the iron wood, a wood of a very d^p red hue, and 

ittxother, of an exceeding bright yellow. All the low tfpota are 

very swampy ; but what we thought strange, upoat ihe sum* 

icdts of the highest hills were found beds of shells, a foot or 

two thick. 

The long-boat being near finished, some of our company were 
selected to go out in the barge, in order to reconnoitre the 
coast to the southward, which might assist us in the navigation 
we Were going upon. This party consisted of Mr. Bulkely, 
Mr. Jones, the purser, myself, and ten men. The first night 
y^ put into a good harbour, a few leagues to the southward 
of Wager's Island ; where finding a large bitch big with pup- 
pies, we regaled upon them. In this expedition we had^ ou^ 
usual bad weather, and breaking seas, which were grown 
to such a height the third day, that we were obliged, through 
distress, to push in at the first inlet we saw at hand. This 
we had no sooner entered, than we were presented with a 
view of a fine bay^ in which having secured the barge, we 
went ashore ; but the weather being very rainy, and finding no- 
thing to subsist upon, we pitched a bell tent, which we had 
brought with us, in the wood opposite to where the barge lay. As 
this tent was not large enough to contain us all, I proposed 
to four of the people, to go to the end of the bay, about two 
miles distant from the bell tent, to occupy the skeleton of aii 
old Indian wigwam, which I had discovered in a ^alk that 
way upon our first landing. This we covered to windward 
with »ea-weed ; and lighting a flre, laid ourselves down, in 
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hopes of finding a remedy for our hunger in Bleep ; but we had 
not long composed ourselves before one of our company wm 
disturbed by the blowing of some animal at his face, and upon 
opening his eyes, was not a little aBtonished to seej by tiie 
glimmering of the fire, a large beast Btanding over hvm. Bta 
had presence of mind enough to enatcli a brand from the fire^ 
which was now very low, and thni^t it at the noie of the 
animal, who thereupon made off; this dane^ the man awolce 
us, and related, with horror in Wb countenance, the narrow 
escape he had of being devoured. But though we were under 
no small apprehensions of another vi^it from this animal, yet 
our fatigue and heaviness was gn^ater than our fears ; and wt 
once more composed ourselves to rent, and slept the remainder 
of the night without any further distuibanco. In the morning, 
we were not a little anxious to know how our companions 
had fared ; and this anxiety was increased upon tracing the 
footsteeps of the beast in the sand, in a direction towards the 
bell tent. The impression was deep and plain, of a lar^e 
round foot well furnished with clavi^. Upon our acquainting 
the people in the tent with the circumstancea of our story, 
we found that they too, had been viaited by the same unwel- 
come guest, which they had driven away by much the sauit? 
expedient. We now returned from this eraisej with a atroug 
gale, to Wager's Island; having found it impracticable to 
make farther discoveries in the barge, on so dangeroui a 
coast, and in such heavy seas. Here we soon discovered, '^ 
the quarters of dogs hanging up, that the Indians had brou^l 
a fresh supply to our market. Upon enquiry, we found fbii 
there had been six canoes of them, who, among other metiioiS& 
of taking fish, had taught their dogs to drive the fish int6 H, 
comer of some pond, or lake, from whence they were easil;^ 
taken out, by the skill and address of these savages. The eta 
cabal, during our absence, had been frequently revived ; the 
debates of which generally ended in riot and drunkenneis. 
This cabal was chiefly held in a large tent^ which the peqtle 
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belonging to it had taken some pains to make snug and con- 
venient^ and lined with bales of broad cloth driren from the 
wreck. Eighteen of the stoutest fellows of the ship's com- 
pany had poBsession of this tent, from whence were despatched 
committees to the captain, with the resolutions they had taken 
witii regard to their departure ; but^oftener for liquor. Their 
determination -was to go in the long-boat to the southward, 
by the Straits of Magellan : and the point they were labour- 
ing, was to prevail upon the captain to accompany them. But 
though he had fixed upon quite a different plan, which was to 
go to the northward, yet he though it politic, at present, seem- 
ingly to acquiesce with them, in order to keep them quiet. 
When they began to stipulate with him, that he should be 
under some restrictions in point of command, and should do 
nothing without consulting his officers, he insisted upon the 
luU exercise of his authority, as before. This broke all mea- 
sures between them, and they were from this time determined 
he should go with them, whether he would or no. A better 
pretence they could not have for effecting this design, tnan the 
unfortunate affair of Mr. Cozens : which they therefore made 
use of for seizing his person, and putting him under confine- 
ment, in order to bring him to his trial in England. The 
long-boat was now launched, and ready for sailing, and all 
it^e men embarked, except Captain Femberton, with a party 
of marines, who drew them up upon the beach with intent to 
conduct Captain Cheap on board ; but he was at lengrth per- 
suaded to desist from this resolution by Mr. Bulkely. The 
men too, finding they were straitened for room, and that their 
stock of provision would not admit of their taking super- 
numeries abroad, were now no less strenuous for his enlarge- 
ment, and being left to his option of staying behind. There- 
fore, after having distributed their share in the reserved stock 
of provision, which was very small, we departed, leaving 
Captain Cheap, Mr. Hamilton of the marines, and the surgeon, 
upon the island. I had all along been in ikie dark as to the 
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turn tiu^ alQiir would take ; and not in the least scua^ectjpii 
}mt that it was determined Captain Cheap shonld be WW 
with OB^ readily embarked under that persuasion ; but w^Ji^l 
fbun.d that this design; which was so seriously carried fm.^ 
fha last; was suddenly dropped, I was determined ap<Bx %ft 
£rst opportunity, to leave tiiem ; which was at this instigl 
ipipossible for me to do, the long-boat lying some distaqai»9 1# 
shore, at anchor. We were in all eighty-one, when we Is^ 
the island, distributed into the long-boat, cutter, and biMIHtf 
£fty-pine on board the first, twelve in the second, in the U^ 
tea. It was our purpose to put into some harbour, if posoiUii 
every evening, as we were in no condition to keep t^ose iofr 
nble se^ along ; for without other assistance, our stock -tf 
provisions was no ipore than might have been consumed i^ % 
few days ; our water was chieiy contained in a few powdsty 
barrels ; our flour was to be lengthened out by a mixture of 
wa-weed ; and our other supplies depended upon the sneoew 
of our guns, and industry among the rocks. Captain f«mbfff^ 
t^m hating. brought on board his men, we weighed ; but by n 
sudden squall of wind having split our foresail, we with diffir 
culty cleared the rocks, by means of our boats, bore away fi^ 
a sandy bay, on the south side of the Lagoon, and anchored in 
ten fathoms. The next morning we got under weigh ; but tt 
blowing hard at W. by N. with a great swell, putintoa smi^ 
bay again, well sheltered by a ledge of rocks without us. At 
t)u8 time, it was thought necessary to send the barge awDf 
back to Cheap's bay, for some spare canvas, which was ixssf 
agined would be soon wanted. I thought this a good ppport 
tunity of returning, and therefore made one with those whft 
went upon this business in the barge. We were no soon^ 
clear of the long-boi^t, than all those in the boat with me d^ 
alared they had the same intention. When we arrived at tl^t 
island, we were extremely welcome to Captain Cheap. Hie 
i)^t day, I ask^d him leave to try if I could prevail qpca 
i)|08^ iq ihe long-boat to give us our share of provivoa : 1^ 
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he irranted ; but said if we went in ihe barge, they would 
certainly take her fit)in us. I told him my design was to walk 
it^ and only desired the boat might land me upon the main> 
and l^ait for me till I came back. I had the most dreadful 
journey of it imaginable^ through thick woods and swamps aU 
the way ; but I might as well have spared myself iiiat trouble ; 
as it wtM to no manner of purpose ; for they would not give 
lae, nor any one of us that left them, a single ounce of {HX>yi- 
aions of any kind. I therefore returned, and after that made a 
8ec<md attempt; but all in vain. They even threatened, if 
we did not return with the barge, they would fetch her by 
foree. It is impossible to conceive the distressed situation 
we were now in, at the time of the long-boat's departure. I 
don't mention this event as the occasion of it; by which, if 
we who were left on tiie island experienced any alteration at 
aU, it was for the better ; and which, in all probability, bad 
it been deferred, might .have been fatal to the greatest part g£ 
U8 ; but at this time, the subsistence on which we had hitiier<- 
to depended chiefly, which was the shell-fish, were every 
where, along shore, eat up ; and as to stock saved from the 
wreck, it may be guessed what the amount of that might 
be, when ihe share allotted to the captain, Lieutenant 
Hamilton, and the surgeon, was no more than six pieces of 
beef, as many of pork and ninety pounds of flour. As to my- 
self, imd those that left the long-boat, it was the least revenge 
l^ey thought they could take of us to withhold our previsicms 
from us, though at the same time it was hard and uijust. For 
a day or two after our return, there was some little pittance 
dealt out to us, yet it was upon ^e foot of favour ; and we 
were soon left to our usual indusiary for a fartiier supply. TMt 
was now exerted to very little purpose, for the reason before 
assigned; to which may be added, the wreck was now blown 
up, all her upper works gone, and m hc^es of any valuable 
driftage from her for the ^ture. A weed called flaugb, fried 
in tbe tallow oi some candles we had saved, and wild celery^ 
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were our only fare ; by which our strength was so moA %m^ 
paired^ l^t we oonld scarcely crawl. It was my miiifliiHiWI 
too, to laboar onder a severe flax, by whidi I was 
a very feeble state ; so l^at in attempting to traverse tiie tddW 
in sean^ of shell-fish. I fell from one into very de^ > i rf« iii »i 
and witii diffionlty saved my life by swimming An ibr 
tain was now freed, by the departure of the long-boa^ 
tiie riotous applications, menaces, and disturbance of «pO 
mly crew, and left at liberty to follow the plan he had 
solved upon, of going northward, he began to think 
of putting it in execution ; in order to which, a message 
sent to the deserters, who had seated themselves on t^ ottse*^ 
side of ^be neighbouring Lagoon, to sound tiiem, whettor ttijr 
w«re inclined to join tiie captain in his undertaking; aadiT 
tiiey were, to bring them over to him. For this sett, i^ p«Hf 
gcme off in the long-boat had lefb an half allowance propelKh. 
tion of the common stock of pi^vision. These men, upon ttn^ 
proposal, readily agreed to join their conmiander; and beiit|<. 
cmiducted to him, increased our number to twenty. The bo«to • 
which remained inour possession to carry off all these peopi^l 
were only tiie barge and yawl, two very crazy bottoms; ikt* 
broadside of the last was entirely out, and the first had snl*£. 
iered much in variety of bad weather she had gone t hn m i ji y 
and was much out of repair. And now our carpenter «1ii.i 
gone from us, we had no remedy for these nusfortunes, butilMs 
little skill we had gained from him. However, we madsf* 
tolerable shift to patch up our boats for our purpose. In ti»r 
height of onr distresses, when hunger, which seems to induda-/ 
and absorb all otiiers, was most prevailing, we were dieeraft' • 
with the appearance, once more, of our friendly Indians, as wen- 
thought, from whom we hoped for some rdief ; but as tht^ 
consideration was wanting, for which alone tiiey would part, 
with their commodities, we were not at all benefited by tiiefr 
stay, which was very short. The little resejve too of fiour. 
made by the captain for our sea-stock when we should leave 
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ttm £BiaDd^ was now diminifl^d by theft ; the thieves, who were 
Itoee of our men, were however soon discovered, and two of 
fbmsi apprehended ; but l^e third made his escape to tiie woods. 
CkHttodeiing the pressing state of our necessities, tiiis theft; was 
looted upon as a most heinous crime, and therefore required 
an extraordinary punishment : accordingly the captain ordered 
theoo delinquents to be severely whipped, and tiien to be 
bMiished to an island some distance from us ; but before this 
latter part of the sentence could be put into execution, one of 
ihmaa. fled; but the other was put alone upon a barren island, 
wMch larded not the least riielter ; however, we, incompas- 
sloo/and contrary to order, patched him up a bit of a hut, 
a»d kindled him a fire, and then left Ihe poor wretch to shift 
for himself. In two or three days after, going to tiie island 
in our boat with some little refreshment, such as our miser- 
able circumstances would admit of, and with an intent of 
biiiiging him back, we found him dead and stiff. I was now 
reduced to the lowest condition by my illness, which was in« 
creased by the vile stuff I eat, when we were favoured by a 
fair day, a thing very extraordinary in this climate. We in- 
stantly took the advantage of it, and once more visited the 
last remains of the wreck, — ^her bottom. Here our pains were 
repaid with the great good fortune of hooking up three casks 
of beef, which were brought safe to shore. This providential - 
supply could not have happened at a more seasonable time 
than now, when we were afflicted with the greatest -dearth 
we had ever experienced, and the little strength remaining 
was to be exerted in our endeavours to leave the island. Ac- 
cordingly we soon found a remedy for our sickness, which 
was nothing but the effects of famine, and were greatly re« 
stored by food. The provision was equally distributed among 
us all, and served us for the remainder of our stay here. 

We began to grow extremely impatient to leave the island, 
fis the days were now nearly at their longest, and about mid* 
J&5 
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summer in these parts ; but as to the weather^ liiere ae^NH' 
be little difference in a difference of seasons. According^i^^ 
the 18th of December, the day being tolerable, we tol4 
Cheap we thought it a fine opportunity to run across i^m \ 
But he first desired two or three of us to accompany him to 
place of observation, the top of Mount Misery ; whei^ I 
through his perspective, he observed to, us that the sea run 
high without. However, this had no weight with the 
Vho were desirQus, at all events, to be goue. I should 
observe, that C^ptaiu Cheap's plan was^ if possible, to g^fo 
the island of Chiloe ; and if we found any vessel there, l» 
board her immediately, and cut her out. This he miglfc 
certainly have dpne with ea,se, had it been his good fortune i» 
get round with the boats. We now launched both boats^ «nd 
got everything on board of them as quick as possiWe. 
Captain Cheap, the surgeon, and myself, were in the bfoge 
with nine men ; LieHtenant Hamilton, and Mr. Campbell in 
the yav^ "W^ith six. I steered the barge, and Mr. Camp^U 
the yawl ; bu.t we had not b?en two hours at sea before tbe 
wind shifted more to the west- ward, and began to blow v^^fy 
hard, and the sea ran extremely high : so that we could no 
lofliger keep our heads towards the cape or headland we^ had 
desgned for. This cape we had had a view of in one of the 
intervals of fair weather, during our abode on the island, from 
Mount Misery; and it seemed to be distant between twenty 
and thirty leagues from us. AVe are now obliged to bear away 
right before the wind- Though the yawl was not far from ub, 
we could see nothing of her, except now and then, upon the 
top of a mountainous sea. In both the boats, the men w§r« 
obliged to sit as close as possible, to receive the seas ou tb^r 
backs, to prevent their filling us, which was what we ev^py 
moment expected. We were obliged to fling every thing over- 
board to lighten the boats, all our beef, and even the grapnel, 
to prevent sinking. Night was coming on, and we were run- 
ning on a lee shore fast, where the sea broke in a frightful 
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manner. Not one axnongst us imagined it possible for boats 
to live^in such a sea. In this situation^ asVe neared the shore, 
espectiug to be beat to pieces by the first breaker, we per- 
ceived a small opening between the rocks, which we stood 
f<n', and found a very narrow passage between them, wluch 
brought us into a harbour for the boats as calm and smooth as 
a mill pond. The yawl had got in before us, and our joy was 
great at meeting again after so unexpected a deliverance. 
Here we secured the boats, and ascended the rock. It rained 
excessively hard all the first part of the night, and was ex- 
tremely cold ; and though we had not a dry thread about us, 
and no wood could be found for firing, we were obliged to 
pass the night in that uncomfortable situation, without any 
covering, shivering in our wet clothes. The frost coming on in 
the morning, it was impossible for any of us to get a moment^s 
sleep ; and having thrown overboard our provisions the day be- 
fore, there being no prospect of finding anything to eat on this 
coast, in the morning we pulled out of the cove ; but found so 
great a sea without, that we could make but little of it. After 
tugging all day, towards night we put in among some small 
islands, landed upon one of them, and found it a mere swamp. 
As the weather was the same, we passed this night much as 
•we had done the preceding ; sea- tangle was all we could get 
to eat at first, but the next day we had better luck ; the sur- 
geon got a goose, and we found materials for a good fire. We 
were confined here three or four days, the weather all that 
time proving so bad that we could not put out. As soon as 
it grew moderate, we left this place, and shaped our course to 
the northward : and perceiving a large opening between very 
high land and a low point, we steered for it; and when got 
that length, found a large hay, down which we rowed, flat- 
tering ourselves there might be a passage that way ; but to- 
wards night we came to the bottom of the bay, and finding no 
outlet, we were obliged to return the same way we came, 
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having met with nothing the whole day to alleviate ^Jtt^ 
hunger. "W 

Next night we put into a little cove, which, from thB gifl i l 
quantity of red-wood found there, we called Redwood CO^t 
Leaving this place in the morning, we had the wind 8onl|iilllj^ 
blowing fresh, by which we made much way that day, t^ Wi 
northward. Towards evening we were in witti a pretty 1 
island. Putting ashore on it, we found it clothed with 
finest trees we had ever seen, their stems running up toi 
digiout height, without knot or branch, and as straight ift 
cedars; theleaf of these trees resembled the myrtle leaf, mA^ 
somewhat larger. I have seen trees larger than Ih^se in <3fi* 
cumference, on the coast of Guinea, and there only ; bat fOfW 
length of stem, which gradually tapered, I have no wher&lM^ 
with any to compare to them. The wood was of a hard «ttb*^ 
stance, and if not too heavy would have made good DMsttf^ 
the dimensions of some of these trees being equal to a ixudm^ 
mast of a first-rate man-of-war. The shore was covered wittt 
drift wood of a very large size ; most of it cedar, which mabev 
a brisk fire ; but is so subject to snap and fly, that wtei wa 
waked in the morning, after a sound sleep, we found* iosi 
clothes singed in many places with the spai^, and coven^ 
with splinters. ^r 

The next morning being calm, we rowed out ; but as sooft 
as clear of the island, we found a great swell from the weak* 
ward ; we rowed to the bottom of a very large bay, whidr 
was to the northward of us, the land very low, and we wen. 
in hopes of finding some inlet through, but did not ; so k^ 
along shore to the westward. This part, which I take to hff 
above fifty leagues from Wager Island, is the very bottom oi 
the large bay it lies in. Here was the only passage to be 
found, which (if we could by any means have got information 
of it) would have saved us much fruitless labour. Of this 
passage I shall have occasion to say more hereafter. Having 
at this tin^e an off-shore wind, we kept the land clooe on 
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board, till we came to a head-land : it was near night before 
we got abreast of the head-land, and opening it discovered a 
f^aey large Bay to the northward, and another head-land to 
liie weatward, at a great distance. We endeavoured to cut 
^lOrt our passive to it by crossing, which is very seldom to 
be effected, in these over-grown seas, by boats : and this we 
eiq^erienced nonv ; for the wind springing np, and beginning 
to blow ^sh, we were obliged to put back towards the first 
headrlaad, into a small cove, just big enoogh to shelter the 
two boater. Here an accident happened that alarmed ns jnnch. 
After securing our boats we climbed np a rock scarcely large 
eiMKigh to tsontain oar numbers : having nothing to eat, we 
betook ourselves to our usual receipt for hunger, which was 
going to sleep. We accordingly made a fire, and stowed our- 
selves round it as well as we could ; but two of our men being 
iuoommoded for want of room, went a little way from us, into 
a small nook, over which a great cliff hung, and served them 
fi)r a canopy. In the middle of the night we were awakened 
wiUi a terrible rumbling, which we apprehended to be nothing 
less than the shock of an earthquake, which we had before ex- 
perienced in these parts ; and this conjecture we had reason to 
tfaiikk not ill-founded, upon hearing hollow groans and cries 
as of men half swallowed up. We immediately got up, and 
wm to- the place from whence the cries came, and then we were 
put out of all doubt as to the opinion we had formed of this 
sccident ; for here we found the two men almost buried under 
loose stones and earth ; but upon a little farther enquiry, we 
were undeceived as to the cause we had imputed this noise 
to, which we found to be occasioned by the sudden giving 
way of the impending cliff, which fell a little beyond our 
people, carrying trees and rocks with it, and loose earth; the 
latter of which fell in part on our men, whom we with some 
pains rescued frem their uneasy situation, from which they es- 
caped with some bruises. The next morning we got out early, 
and the wind being westerly, rowed the whole djiy for tbe 
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head-land we had seen the night before ; but when we had got 
that length could find no harbour, but were obliged to go iiiAii 
a sandy bay, and lay the whole night upon our oars; and % 
most dreadful one it proved, blowing and raining very hai4* 
Her^ we were so pinched with hunger, that we eat the Aam 
off our feet, which consisted of raw seal skin. In the m^i^ 
ing we got out of the bay ; but the incessant foul weather \m& 
avercoxne us^ and we began to be indifferent as to what beid 
us ; and the boats, in the night, making into a bay, we neadgp 
lost the yawl, a breaker having filled her, and driven her 
ashore upon the beach. This, by some of our accounts, W9m 
Christmas-day ; but our accounts had so often been interrap^ 
ed by our distresses, that there was no depending upon tiievgu 
Upon seeing the yawl in this imminent danger, the barge atood 
off, and went into another bay to the northward of it, where 
it was smoother lying; but there was no possibility of getting 
on shore. In the night the yawl joined us again. The 
next day was so bad, that we despaired reaching the head- 
land ; so rowed down the bay in hopes of getting some seal^ as 
that animal had been seen the day before, but met with na 
success; so returned to the same bay we had been in the 
night before, where the surf having abated somewhat, w» 
went ashore, and picked up a few shell-fish. In the morning, 
got on board early, and ran along shore to the westward, fixe 
about three leagues, in order to get round a cape, which wta 
the westernmost land we could see. It blew very hard, and 
there ran such a sea, that we heartily wished ourselves back 
again, and accordingly made the best of our way for that bi^ 
which we had left in the morning , but before we could readi 
it night came on, and we passed a most dismal one, lying 
upon our oars. 

The weather continuing very bad, we put in for the shore 
in the morning, where we found nothing but tangle and sea- 
weed. We now passed some days roving about for provisions, 
as the weather was too bad to make another attempt to get 
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round the cape as yet. We found some fine Lagoons towards 
tb^ bead of the bay ; and in them killed some seal, and got a 
good quantity of shell-fish, which was a great relief to us. 
We nQiar made a secoi^d attempt to double the cape; bat 
Yrh^n Tire got the length of it, and passed the first head-land, 
for it oonQists of three of an equal height, we got into a sea 
thttt Ti^as. horrid ; for it ran* all in heaps, like the Bace of 
Portland, but much worse. We were happy to put back 
i^gaia to the old place, with little hopes of ever getting round 
this cape. Next day, the weather proving very bad, all hands 
v^nt ashore to procure some sustenance, except two in each 
l¥>at, -which were left as boat-keepers ; this ofl&ce we took by 
turns ; and it was now my lot to be upon this duty with an- 
other man. The yawl lay within us at a grapnel; in the 
night it blew very hard, and a great sea tumbled in upon the 
shore ; but being extremely fatigued^ we in the boats went to 
sleep ; notwithstanding, however, I was at last awakened by the 
uncommon motion of the boat, and the roaring of the breakers 
everywhere about us. At the same time I heard a shrieking, 
like to that of persons in distress ; I looked out, and saw the 
yawl canted bottom upwards by a sea, and soon afterward^i^ 
disappeared. One of our men, whose name was William Kose, 
a quarter-master, was drowned ; the other was thrown ashore 
by the surf, with his head buried in the sand ; but by the im- 
mediate assistance of the people on shore, was saved. As for 
us in the barge, we expected the same death every mooient ; 
for the sea broke a long way without us. However, we gqt 
her head to it, and hove up our grapnel, or should rather say 
kellick, which we had made to serve in the room of our grap- 
nel, hove overboard some time before to lighten the boat. By 
this means we used our utmost efforts to pull her wi^out the 
breakers some way, and then let go our kellick again. Here 
we lay all the next day, in a great sea, not knowing what 
would be our fate. To add to our mortification, we could see 
our companions in tjjjerable plight ashore, eating seal, while 
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we were starving with hunger and cold. For this iiiovil«H 
past, we had not known what it was to have a dry tte 
about us. ' * j£ 

The next day being something more modemte we veatartiH 
in with the barge as near as we cwld to the shore^ and o«! 
companions threw us some sepals* liver; which havk^ 
greedily, we were seized with excessive sickness, whidt «fe; 
fected us so much, that our skin peeled off from head to feti* - 
Whilst the people were on shore here, Mr. Hamilton met wilh 
a large seal, or sea-lion, and fired a brace of pistols into-bittf 
upon which the animal turned upon him open-nMHithed ; bol'. 
presently fixing his bayonet, he thrust it down its throat, ^flr ^ 
a good part of the barrel of the gun, which the creature bilr< 
in two seemingly with as much ease as if it had been a.twi|^ 
Notwithstanding the wounds it had received, it eluded all fi»<i- 
ther efforts to kill it, and got clear off. 

I call this animal a large seal or sea-Hon, because it resem^^ 
bles a seal in many particulars; but then it exceeds it somncb^ 
in size, as to be sufficiently determined, by that distinotioB ' 
only, to be of another specieli. Mr. Walter, in tiord Anson'v 
Voyage, has given a particular description of those which are ^ 
seen about Juan Femandes ; but they have in other dimatev*'"^ 
different appearances as well as dififerent qualines, as we hai^ 
occiksion to observe in this, and a late voyage I made. Hom^li 
ever, as so much already has been said of the sea-lion, I shitf'* 
only mention two peculiarities ; one relative to its appearance, - 
and the other to its properties of action, which distinguidi it 
from those described by him. Those I saw were without thai •* 
snout, or trunk, hanging below the end of the upper jaw ; but / 
then the males were furnished with a large shaggy mane, which < 
gave them a most formidable appearance. And, whereas, he ' - 
says, those he saw were unwieldy, and easily destroyed, irtP% 
found some, on the contrary, that lay at a mile's distance fhmi" 
the water, which came down upon us, when disturbed, witlutt 
such impetuosity, that it was as much a0 we could do to fA 1 
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ovri; of their way ; and when attacked, would turn upon us 
iw phh great agility. 

Having lost the yawJ, and being too many for the barge to 
^mtny off, we were compelled to leave four of our men behind. 
•Xhey were all marines, who seemed to have no great objection 
-fcoilie determination made with regard to them, so exceedingly 
^Usheartened and worn out were they with the distresses and 
^Uiiigers they had already gone through. And indeed, I believe 
It would have been a matter of indifference to the greatest 
part of tiie rest whether they should embark or take their 
idiaiice. The captain distributed to these poor fellows arms 
and ammunition, and some other necessaries. When we parted 
tii^ stood upon the beach, giving us three cheers, and called 
oat, *^ God bless the king." We saw them a little after, set- 
ting out upon their forlorn hope, and helping one another over 
a hideous tract of rocks ; but consM^ing the difficulties at- 
t^i^ng this only way of travelling left tiiem ; for the woods 
are impracticable, from their thickness, and the deep swamp 
everywhere to be met in them ; considering, too, that the coast 
here is rendered so iidKMspitable, by the heavy seas that are 
coiurtantly tumbling upon it, as not to afford even a little shell' 
iitb, it is probable that all met witii a miserable end. We 
rowed along sh^re to the westward, in order to make one more 
attonpt to double the cape : when abreast of ^le first head- 
land there ran such a sea, that we expected every instant the 
boat would go down. But as the preservation of life had now,*y' 
in a grea^ measure, lost its actuating principle upon us, we 
still kept pushing through it, till we opened a bay to the north- 
ward. In all my life I never saw so dreadful a sea as drove 
in here ; it began to break at more than half a mile from the 
sh(nre. Perceiving now that it was impossible for any bpat to 
get round, the men lay upon their oars till the boat was very 
near the breakers, the mountainous swell that then ran heav- 
ing her in at a great rate. I thought it was their intention to 
put an end to their lives and misery at once ; but nobody spoke 
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for some time. At last^ C&ptaia Cheap told them^ ijbey m«^ 
either perish immediately^ or pall stoutly for it to get off tibe 
shore ; but they might do as they pleased. They chose> how* 
erer^ to exert themselves a little, and after infinite difficnKy 
got round the head-land again^ giving up all thoughts of mak- 
ing any further attempt to double the cape. It was mf^ 
before we could get back to the bay, where we were compelled 
to leave four of our men, in order to save, if possible^ tiie ^ 
mainder ; for we must all have certainly perished, if more Ham 
sixteen had been crowded into so small a boat : this bay ve 
named Marine Bay. When we had returned to this bay, wa 
found the surf rose so high, that we were obliged to lay npcm 
our oars all night ; and it was now resolved to go back to 
Wager's Islands there to linger out a miserable life, as we had 
not the least prospect of returning home. But before we set 
out, in consequence of this resolution, it was necessary, if pos- 
sible, to get some little stock of seal to support us in a passage, 
upon which, wherever we might put in, we were not likely to 
meet with any supply. Accordingly, it was determined to go 
up that Lagoon in which we had before got some seal, to pro- 
vide ourselves with more ; but we did not leave the bay tiU 
we had made some search after the unhappy marines we had 
left on shore. Could we have found them, we%ad now agreed 
to take them on board again, though it would have been tbe 
certain destruction of us all. This, at another time, would 
have been mere madness ; but we were now resigned to our 
fate, which we none of us thought far off; however, there waa 
nothing to be seen of them, and no traces but a musket on tha 
beach. 

Upon returning up the Lagoon, we were so fortunate as to 
. kill some seal, which we boiled, and laid in the boat for sea- 
stock. While we were ranging along shore in detached par* 
ties, in quest of this, and whatever other eatable might coma 
in our way, our surgeon, who was then by himself, discovered 
a pretty large hole, which seemed to lead to some den, er ^* 
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p<miory; within the rocks. It was not so rude, or natnral^ 
tat that there was some signs of its having been cleared, and 
made more accessible by industry. The surgeon for some time 
hesitated whether he should venture in, from his uncertainty 
as to the reception he might meet with from any inhabitant ; 
b^t his curiosity getting the better of his fears, he determined 
to ffo in; which he did upon his hands and knees, as the pas- 
sage was too low for him to enter otherwise. After having 
proceeded a considerable way thus, he arrived at a spacious 
chamber ; but whether hollowed out by hands, or natural, he 
coald not be positive. The light into this chamber was con- 
veyed through a hole at the top ; in the midst was a kind of 
bier^ made of sticks laid cross ways, supported by props of 
about five feet in height. Upon this bier, five or six bodies 
were extended, which in appearance had been deposited there 
a lopg time, but had suffered no decay or diminution. They 
were without covering, and the flesh of these bodies was be- 
come perfectly dry and hard ; which, whether done by art, or 
secret, the savages may be possessed of, or occasioned by any 
drying virtue in the air of the cave, could not be guessed. 
Indeed, the surgeon, finding nothing there to eat, which was 
the chief inducement for his creeping into this hole, did not 
amuse himself with long disquisitions, or make that accurate 
examination which he would have done at another time ; but 
crawling out as he came in, he went and told the first he met 
of what he had seen. Some had the curiosity to go in like- 
wise. I had forgot to mention that there was another range 
of bodies, deposited in the same manner, upon another plat- 
form under the bier. Probably this was the burial-place of 
their great men, called caciques ; but from whence they could 
be brought we were utterly at a loss to conceive, there being 
no traces of any Indian settlement hereabout. We had seen 
no savage since we left the island, or observed any marks in 
i^e coves, or bays to the northward, where we had touched, 
soeh as of fire-places, or old wigwams, which they never fail 
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of leaving behind them ; and it is very^probable, from tiie Tibgey 
lent seas that are always beating upon this coasts its ^otwmA 
aspect^ and the very swampy soil that everywhere boi4a3| 
upon it, that it is little frequented. 

We now crossed the first bay for the headland we left, jp 
Christmas day, much dejected ; for under our former wnl^ 
ings, we were in some measure supported with the hopes tiift^ 
as we advanced, however little, they were so much the ne^c^ 
their termination; but now our prospect was dismal .and 
dispiriting, indeed, as we had the same difficulties and dang^ 
to encounter, not only without any flattering views to leMGJI 
them, but under the aggravating circumstance of their lea<diii^ 
to an inevitable and miserable death ; for we could not pocRBi'* 
bly conceive that the fate of starving could be avoided by uf^ 
human means, upon that desolate island we were retamisi^ 
to. The shell-fish, which was the only subsistence that islapd 
had hitherto afibrded in any measure, was exhausted; and 
the Indians had shown themselves so little affected by tiia 
common incitements of compassion, that we had no hopes to 
build upon any impressions of that sort in them. They had. 
already refused to barter their dogs with us, for want of ^ 
valuable commodity on our side ; so that it is wonderful wa 
did not give ourselves up to despondency, and lay aside ii^^ 
farther attempts ; but we were supported by the invisible 
power, who can make the most untoward circumstances fsojuz 
servient to his gracious purposes. At this time, our usual 
bad weather attended us ; the night too set in long before we 
could reach the cove we before had taken shelter in, so tiiai 
we were obliged to keep the boat's head to the sea all mfp^ 
the sea everywhere astern of us, running over hideous breaker?.. 
In the morning, we designed standing over for that island in 
which we had observed those strait and lofty trees before- 
mentioned, and which Captain Cheap named Montrose Island > 
but as soon as we opened the headland to the westward of iis> 
a sudden squall took the boat, and very near upset her. We 
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were instantly MX of water, but by baling with our hats and 
handa, and anjrthing that could hold water, we with difficulty 
freed her. Under this alarming circumstance, we found it 
advisable to return back and put into the cove, which the 
night before we were prevented getting into. "We were de- 
tained here two or three days by exceeding bad weather, so 
that, had we not fortunately provided ourselves with some 
seal, we must have starved, for this place afforded us nothing. 
At length we reached Montrose Island. This is by much 
the best and pleasantest spot we had seen in this part of the 
world, though it has nothing on it eatable but some berries, 
which, resembled gooseberries in flavour ; they are of a black 
hue, and grow in swampy ground, and the bush or tree, that 
bears them is much taller than that of our gooseberries. We 
remained here some time, living upon these berries, and the 
remainder of our seal, which was now grown quite rotten. 
Our two or three first attempts to put out from this island 
were without success, the tempestuous weather obliging us 
80 often to put back again. One of our people was much in- 
clined to remain here, thinking it at least as good a place as 
"Wager's Island to end his days upon, but he was obliged by 
the rest to go off with them. We had not been long out be- 
fore it began to blow a storm of wind, and the mist came on 
so thick, that we could not see the land, and were at a loss 
which way to steer, but we heard the sea, which ran exceed- 
ingly high, breaking near us, upon which we immediately 
hauled aft the sheet, and hardly weathered the breakers by a 
boat's length. At the same time we shipped a sea that nearly 
filled us ; it struck us with that violence as to throw me and 
one or two more down into the bottom of the boat, where we 
were half drowned before we could get up again. This was 
one of the most extraordinary escapes we had in the course of 
this expedition, for Captain Cheap, and every one else, had 
entirely given themselves up for lost. However, it pleased 
God that we got that evening into Bedwood cove, where the 
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weather cofttiniied «o bad all night, we eenld ke^ n6 M'tt 
to dry ourselves with ; but there being no other altemftttM 
for us, but to stay here and starve, or put to sea ag&iii^W^ 
chose the latter, and put out in the morning again, 
the weather was very little mended. In three or four 
after, we arrived at our old station. Wager's Island, l«t H 
such a miserable plight, that though we thought our fxiM*^ 
tion upon setting out would not admit of any additioxiftl A«* 
cumstance of misery, yet it was to be envied in compariflOft 0f 
what we now suffered^ so worn and reduced Were we b^H^ 
tigue and hunger, having eat nothing for some days Irti^ tflt^ 
weed and tangle. Upon tins expedition, we had beeo otfl, Hf 
our account, just two months, in which We had lomMtf 
backwards and forwards, the great bay formed to the uflMl 
ward by that high land we had observed from Mount ftfiseff . 
. The first thing we did upon our arrival was to secure fte 
barge, as this was our sole dependence for any relief 'HbtA 
might offer by sea; which done, we repaired to our bMr, 
which formed a kind of village or street, consisting of sefveni 
irregular habitations, some of which being covered by a IMI 
of brushwood thatch, afforded tolerable shelter against Utib 
inclemency of the weather. Among these, there was MA 
which we observed with some surprise to be nailed up. W^ 
broke it open, and found some iron work, picked out "Mfft 
much pains from those pieces of the wreck which were drfrm 
jEishore. We concluded from hence, that the Indians who httd 
been here in our absence, were not of that tribe with wM^ 
we had some commerce before, who seemed to set no vahie 
upon iron, but from some other quarter, and must have? taid 
communication with the Spaniards, from whom they hifd 
learned the value and use of that commodity. Thieving froft 
strangers is a commendable talent among savages in generd, 
and bespeaks an address which they much admire; tho^ 
the strictest honesty, with regard to the property of eadi 
other, i» observed among them. There is no doubt bnt ttey 
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ransacked all our houses^ but the men had taken care^ before 
they went off in the loBg-boat, to strip them of their most va- 
luable furniture, that is the bales of cloth used for lining, and 
converted them into trousers and watch-coats. Upon farther 
search we found, thrown aside in the bushes, at the back of 
one of the huts, some pieces of seal in a very putrid condition, 
which, however, our stomachs were far from loathing. The 
next business which the people set about very seriously, was 
to proceed to Mount Misery, and bury the corpse of the mur- 
dered person, mentioned to have been discovered there some 
little time after our being cast away ; for to the neglect of 
this necessary tribute to that unfortunate person, the men as- 
signed all their ill-success upon the late expedition. That 
common people in general are addicted to superstitious con- 
ceits, is an observation founded on experience, and the reason 
is evident, but I cannot allow that common seamen are more 
80 than others of the lower class. In the most enlightened 
ages of antiquity, we find it to have been the popular opinion, 
that the spirits of the dead were not at restiill their bodies 
were interred, and that they did not cease to haunt and trou- 
ble those who had neglected this duty to the departed. This 
is still believed by the vulgar in most countries ; and in our 
men this persuasion was much heightened by the melancholy 
condition they were reduced to, and was farther confirmed by 
aa occurrence which happened some little time before we 
went upon our last expedition. One night we were alarmed 
with a strange cry, which resembled that of a man drowning. 
Many of us ran out of our huts towards ihe place from whence 
the noise proceeded, which was not far off shore, were we 
could perceive, but not distinctly (for it was then moonlight,) 
an appearance like that of a man swimming half out of water. 
The noise that this creature uttered was so unlike that of any 
animal they had heard before, that it made a great impression 
open the men j and they frequently recalled this apparition at 
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the tioM of iheir distresses^ with reflections <m to tiegleM if 
the office they were now fulfilling. ^^ 

We were soon driven again to the greatest straits f^wUli 
of something to subsist upon, by the extreme bad we&itH 
that now set in npon ns. Wild celery was all we conU^^pff^ 
cure, whidi raked our stomachs instead of assuaghig 0tl 
hunger. ' That dreadful and last resource of men, in not fliM 
worse circumstances than ours, of consigning one noOiW 
death for the support of the rest, began to be mentioned^ 
whispers ; and indeed there were some among us who; ^ 
eating what they found raw, were become little better Ifah 
cannibals. But fortunately for us, and opportunely to picWI 
tiiis hcnrid proceeding, Mr. Hamilton, at this time found ioiM 
rotten pieces of beef, cast up by the sea at some distance Mtt 
the huts, which he, though a temptati<m which few WoM 
have resisted in parallel circumstances, scorned to cimdIiS 
from the rest, but generously distributed among us. 

A few days after, the mystery of the nailing up tiie hut, and 
what had been doing by the Indians upon the island in our 
absemse, was partly explained to us; for about the iftees^ 
day after our return, there came a party of Indians to-tte 
island in two canoes, who were not a little surprised to UssA 
us here again. Among these, was an Indian of the tribi''df 
the Cbonos, who live in the neighbourhood of Chiloe. fib 
talked the Spanish language, but with that savage acdist 
which rendered it almost unintelligible to any but those wlw 
are adepts in that langauge. He was likewise a cacique, or 
leading man of his tribe, which authority was confirmed^fo 
him by the Spaniards, for he carried the usual badge aiid 
mark of distinction by which the Spaniards and Iheir depend- 
ents hold their military and civil employments, which is a 
stick with a silver head. These badges, of which the Indiana 
are very vain, at once serve to retain the cacique in fte 
strongest attachment to ike Spanish government, ai^ giw 
him greater weight with his own dependents ; yet withal he 
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19 idste msrwii Blave^ and has not one thing he can call his own. 
This report of our shipwreck (as we supposed) having 
r^Aobed the Chonos, by means of the intermediate tribes, 
wMch handed it to one another^ from those Indians who first 
vudted us; this cacique was either sent to learn the tmtii of 
the ramonr> or having first got the intelligence^ set out with a 
viffw of making some advantage of the wreck, and appropriat- 
mg such ii^OQ woric as he could gather from it to his own use ; 
for that metal is become very valuable to those savages^ since 
their commerce with the Spaniards has taught them to apply 
it to several purposes. But as the secreting anything from a 
rapacious Spanish rey or governor, (even an old rusty nail>) 
by any of their Indian dependents, is a very dangerous of- 
fence, he was careful to conceal the little prize he had made, 
till he could conveniently carry it away, for in order lo make 
friends of these savages, we had left their hoard untouched. 

Our surgeon, Mr. EUiot, being mastw of a few Spanish 
words, made himself so understood by the cacique as to let 
him know, that our intention was to reach some of the 
Spanish settlements, if we could, that we were unacquainted 
wi^ the best and safest way, and what track was most likely 
to afford us subsistence in our journey, promising that if he 
would undertake to conduct us in the barge, he should have 
i^ and every thing in it for bis trouble, as soon as it had 
served our present occasions. To these conditions the ca- 
cique, after much persuasion, at length agreed. Accordingly, 
having made the best preparation we could, we embarked on 
board ihe barge to the number of fifteen, including the ca- 
eaque, whose name was Martin, and his servant Emanuel^ 
We were, indeed, sixteen when we returned from our last 
fruitless attempt to get off the island, but we had buried two 
since that, who perished with hunger, and a marine, having 
committed theft, ran away to avoid the punishment his crime 
deserved, and hid himself in l^e woods, since which he was 

L 
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never hearfl of. We noV jmt i^/ftccompaared ir^ 4he 
Indiab ciinoeB^ in one of which was a savage, -mtii bm 
wivee, idio had an air of dignity enp^nor to i^ re^ 
teas handsome in his person. He had hn hot, dnriag Ins 
with ns, separate from the other Indians, who seemed t 
him extraordinary respect; but in two or three nigbti> 
indians, being independent of ike Spaniards, and liv^ 
where to the southward of our Ghono -guide, left ms t( 
<Jeed on our journey by ourselves. 

The first night we hy «t an island deMtuie^ M 
meat, where having ibund ^onie shelter fbr <iar h9k% 
made ourselves a fire, we slept by it. Hie last k^t ' 
ibore uitfortunate, though our wants w^« increasing, 
ing nm to the westward of Mfmtrose Inland, w^ 
shelter for the barge, but were under the necessity of 1; 
our oars, 8u£^ring Ihemoet extreme p<yigs of huhger. 
next day brought us to the bottom of a gte&t-bay, wher^' 
Indian guide had left his family, a wife and two <Md)reii> 
hut. Here we staid two or three days, during wliich we 
constantly employed in ranging along shore in qn^stof 
fish. 

We now again proceeded on our voyage^ havhig 
on board the fkmily of our guide, who conducted ns to a 
the stream of which was so rapid, that after our utmost 
firom morning to evening, we gained little upon the 
and at last were obliged to desist from our attempt and 
i;um. I had hitherto steered the boat, but one of our Mi j 
sinking under the fatigue, expired soon after, which oh^lld 
me to take the oar in his room, and row against this hetfl- , 
breaking stream. Whilst I was thus employed, one of ^ ^ 
men, whose name was John Bosman, though Inttierto He ! 
stoutest man among us, fell from his seat under the -fliwifii, > 
complaining fliat his strength was quiet eadiausted Mm ir«i lt 
of food, and that he should die very i^rtly. As^Iay% 
this condition, he would now and iiiea break out in iiie most 
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p^tbatic mAfiB fox some little siuBtenaace, that two or three* 
mouthfuls might be the means of saving his life. The cap- 
imUj at ihis time^ had a large piece of boiled seal by him^ and 
y^Wi0 the ooly one that was provided with anything like a 
xoeal ; but we were become so hardened against the impres« 
wma of others, sufferings by our owii — so familiarized to 
se^oes of this and every other kind of misery, that the poor 
xsiaii's dying entreaties were vain. I sat next him when he 
dropped, and having a few dried shell-fish (about five or six) 
iniJKiy pOckei^ from time to time put one in his mouth, which 
sf^ved only to prolong his pains ; from which, however, soon 
nftiffamy little supply failed, he was released by death. For 
^im^ and another man I mentioned a little before to have ex- 
pired under the like circumstances, when we returned from 
Aij» unsuccessful enterprise, we made a grave in the sands. 

•it would have rebounded greatly to the tenderness and 
^^^naxuty of Captain Cheap, if at this time he had remitted 
INijpewhat of that attention he shewed to self-preservation; 
wtuch is hardly allowable but where the consequence of re^ 
jy^mng others must be immediately and manifestly fatal to our* 
selves ; but I would venture to affirm, that in these last af- 
lisoting exigencies, as well as some others, a sparing perhaps 
ade^i^ite to the emergency, might have been admitted consis- 
,jl^K9i^ with a due regard to his own necessities. The captain 
had better opportunities of recruiting his stock than any of 
ns; for his rank was considered by the Indian as a reason for 
supplying him when he would not find a bit for us. Upon the 
evening of the day in which these disasters happened, the 
captain producing a large piece of boiled seal, suffered no one 
to^partake with him but the, surgeon, who was the only man 
m favour at this time, ye did not ejcpect, indeed, any re- 
lief from him in our present condition,, for we had a few small 
musdeisand herbs to eat; but the men could pot help express- 
ing the greatest indignation f^t his neglect of the deceased^ 
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Mying <^t be deserved to be deserted by the rest &r jtfl 
Mvnge behaviour. ii%tiu 

l%e endeavonriDfir to pass up tMs ^ver was for i»^iii# 
had so Icmgr straggled with himger^ a most muwawmablftailr 
tempt ; by whi<^ we were harassed to a de^rree thai thmtiJi 
ened to be fatal to more of us ; bat oar guide, withcmt anj^^va^ 
spect to ihB condition oar hardi^ps had vecbeed aa t^^^ias 
reey Mlicitous for as to go that way^wMdi poamtiif*im 
had gone before in light canoes; bat for sach a beal jis 
oon was impracticable. We conceived, IhereforeJ a:t^l|pl 
timey that this was some short cut, which was to MnflM 
Ibrwardinoar voyage; bat we- had reason to -ftinkidih 
wihrds, tiiat the greater probability tiiere was <^ hi» gettJMf 
the barge, which was the wages of his undertaking, 4i||ei 
to his settlement by this, rather than another coiirae>.imi 
his motive for preferring it to the way we took afterwar<d|% 
where there was a carrying place of consid^ralde lengtl^ &9m 
which it wonld have been impossible to have carried oor boft 
TThe country hereabouts wears the most uncouth, desolate^aod 
ragged aspect imaginable ; it is so circumstanced aa to d^ 
courage the most sanguine adventurers from attempts to ^ih 
tie it ; were it for no otiier reason than the constant ^ef)^ 
rains, or rather tcnrents, which pour down here, and ibe J0^ 
aea and surf vduch the prevailing westerly winds impel ^igp 
this coast, it must be rendered inhospitable. All entrance^ ^ 
to the woods is not only extremely difficult, but hazardi>«yp| 
not only from any assaults you are likely to meet wiili from wpd 
beasts ; for even these could hardly find convenient harboii^ 
here ; but from the deep sw«amp, which is the reigning soil of 
IMs country, and in which the woods may be said rather, to 
float than grow ; so that, except upon a range of dinned 
l»^en roc^s which form the sea-coast^ the traveller issamt^ 
find sound footing anjrwhere. With tiiis unpromising scene 
l)efore us, we were now setting out in search of food, whidi 
nol^ung but the most pressing instances of hms^i^ coi^d io^ 
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€UM2e US to do: we had indeed^ a young Indian servant to our 
caciqne for our conductor, who was left by him to show ^i 
'W^S&re fee i^dl-fish was most plenty. The cacique Mras gone 
with the rest of his family, in the canoe, with a view of get* 
tii^ some seal, upon a trip which would detain him from ns 
i^net^ir four days. 

^ jMter seard^g the coast some time, with very little success^ 

■wie began to think of returning to the barge ; but six of ttie men, 

wit& the Indian, having advanced some few paces before the 

oftcers, got into the boat first ; which they had no sooner doner 

fttoM they put off, and left us, to return no more. Ai^ now all 

tiie difficulties we had hitherto endured, seemed light in com** 

Ipwnsbn of what we expected to sufSsr from this treachery of 

otir men, who, with the boat, had taken away everything that 

B^lrht be the means of preserving our lives. Hie little clothes 

^fe had saved from the wreck, our muskets and ammunition, 

-Were gone, except a little powder, which must be preserved 

for kindling fires, and one gun, which I had, and was now be- 

eotoe useless for want of ammunition; and all these wants 

Were now come upon us at a time whe n we could not be worse 

sftoated for supplying them. Yet under these dismal and for* 

Jom appearances, was our delivery now preparing ; and from 

fbese hopeless circumstances xwere we to draw hereafter an 

fh^taaice scarce to be paralleled, of the unsearchable ways of 

Frt$^ dene?: It was at that time little suspected by us, that 

ih0 barge, in which we founded all our hopes of escaping firom 

this savage coast, would certainly have proved the fatal cause 

of detaining us till we were consumed by the labour andhard-^ 

ships requisite to row her round the capes and great head** 

lands ; for it was impossible to carry her by land, as we did 

fee boats of the Indians. At present, no condition could be 

worse than we feought ours to be ^ there ran at this time a 

v^ high sea, which breaking with great fury upon this coast, 

made it very improbable that sustenance in any proportion to 

our wants could be found upon it; yet unpromising as this 
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prospect was^ and though little saceour could be 
from this quarter^ I could not help, as I strelM lioas^ Ams 
from the rest, casting my eyes towards the sea. ConMmllf 
thus to look oat, I thought I saw sonwthifig bow moA Am 
upon the top of a sea that looked black, wMch upon c^iMJifiMB 
still more intently, I imagined at last to be a canoe ; lamt »• 
fleeting afterwards how unnsual it ywa for like Jad^smif^ 
venture out in so mountainous a sea, and at such a dMmiSt 
from the land, I concluded myself to be decdved. Hot^iefW, 
its nearer approach convinced me, beyond aJl doubt, c^ ^^ 
mg a canoe ; but that it could not put in aeaywhfereli^aidRMtll, 
but intended fbr some other part of the coast, I ran back asfittll 
eould to my companions, and acquainted them witli what I M 
seen. The despondency they were in would not aHow themte 
give credit to it at first; but afterwards, being eoDviiieed t^t it 
was as I reported it, we wereallin ihe greatest hurry to strip 
Oif our rags to make a signal witiud, whkh we fixed ^pn» t 
long pole. This had the denred effect ; the people in the eaaoi 
seeing i^ signal, made towards the land at about two mflsi 
distance from us ; fbr no boat could approach the limd wliiie 
we were : there Ihey put into a small cove, sheltered by a 
large ledge of rocks without, which broke the violence of tbe 
sea. Captain Cheap and I walked along shore, and got Hd 
the cove about the time they landed. Here we found 4to 
persons arrived in this canoe, to be our Indian gui&e aanll 
wife, who had left us some days before. He would have arittd 
ns many questions ; but neither Captain Cheap nor I und^Btaid* 
ing Spanish at that time, we took him along witii us to t&t 
surgeon, whom we had left so ill that he could Imrdly raise iiSDi-> 
Belf from the ground. When tbe Indian b^an to ooito 
with the surgeon, the first question was, iirhat was bedoiie 
of the barge [and his companion : and as he could give Mai 
no satisfactory answer to t&is question, the Indian took itl^ 
granted, that Emanuel waa murdered by m^ and that he and 
his family ran the same risk ; upon whidihe wlw p re paf i ii g to 
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' tliiii^ adt aU in hi» power to pacify lUn^ and coavinc% 
iil^ of ibe unreasonaMex^ess of 14s appreheo^oQs; which hf , 
Iiftjeii9th.ft>iuid means to do^by assoring hini. that the Indii^ 
inooJU cc^ne to «o h^rno^ bi^ that he would soon see him n^ 
tm safb ; which provid^^alfy, and beyond oi;r. ej^pectatip% 
iKq^pened accor^togly ; for in a few d^ys after^ i^mannel hav- 
ing eontrived to make his escape from the people i^ the barge 
v^tei^dby way& that were impassable to any creature bat 
ayv liidiaa. AH thftt w« conld learn firom Emanuel rela^^ve to, 
hii Wfsaq^ wa»» liiai he took IJie first opp<Hr^uaitsr of lei^vii^^ 
tiiem ; vhkh was upon their patting into, a bay somewhere to 
ite westward. 

W» bad \mik one gua among us, and that wan % small ^^Ir 
uig-piece (^ mkie ; no ammuniiaon but a few charges of ppt^f*, 
der I had about moy andastheln^jan was verydesiEons of i^; 
ixvnODg to the place where he h94 left his wife and ca^oOn 
Captain. €?heap desired I w<»^ 8K^ ^M^ ^^ and wa^tch. oveTv 
him all nighty to prev^it his get^ng away. Accordingly \ i|^t 
maA with him ; and when he and his £simily betook themselyes 
to rest in the littie w^wam th$y had ma,^ £(>r that puiposj9> 
1 kept my station as s^tiuel over them aU night* 

The n&3^ momiag> Captain Ck^i^, ^* HiimJ^ton, and the 
largeon, joined us ; the latter> by illnesi^i being reduced to. ik». 
T^ifmk fe^lle con^^n, was wippoicted by Mr. £Umiilton and 
Mt. Campbell. Aftex^ holding some Uttle oonsnltation tpgether^ 
as to the best manner of procee^mg in our joumey> it wasi 
agreed> that the Indian shoi^ haikl his canoe> with our assist- 
anoe, over land^ quite across the island we were Ihen upon> 
«ad put her into a ba^y on the other side^ from whence he w^il 
to go in quest of soAne other Indians^ by wl^om he expected to 
ba jobed : but o» his eanoe was too small to canfy mpre th^n 
Ifaree or fbur persons^ he thought i^ advisable to take only 
Captain Chei^ and myself with himi^^ to leave his wife a«^. 
<^U4reaaia^l^g««/i^iti^ow e^pp^iiimi tiU bis r^ 4s. 
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it WM mftHer (^ uncextainty whetiier we shmild ever iee < y rflf 
tiie barge or not, which was stipulated on our side, to 1 
^ property of the cacique, upon his fhl^liog Ms < 
witii lis ; the inducmnents we now made use of to pneviff 
upon him to proceed wilii us in our journey were, i&at Mr 
should have my fowiing-piece, some littie matters in ^bm pcw- 
■ession of Captdn Cheap, and that we would use our kiteitiil 
to procure him some small pecuniary reward. **^- 

We were now to set oflF in the canoe, in which I WBf&t 
assist him in rowing. Accordingly, putting from this iniai^ 
we rowed hard all this day and the next, witiu>ut any&ing "^ 
eat but a scrap of seal, a very small portion of which fb& M 
my iduure. About two hours after the close of i^ day, we puft- 
ashore, where we discovered six or seven wigwams. For mf 
part, my strength was so exhausted with fatigue and hungei^^ 
that it would have been impossible for me to Ifave heM dof 
anol^er day at this toilsome work. As soon as we lai^M;' 
the Indian conducted Captain Cheap with him into a wigwam ; 
but I was left to shift for myself. 

Thus left, I was for some time at a loss what I had best do ; 
for Iknowing that in the variety of difi^>offitions observalili 
among the Indians, the surly and savage temper is the vvM 
prevalent, I had good reason to conclude that if I obtraddfl'' 
myself upon them, my reception would be but indiffereiK^ 
Necessity, however, put me upon the risk; I aecordini^ 
pushed into the next wigwam upon my hands and knemi; f^ 
the entrance into these kind of buildings is too low to admtfe' 
of any other manner of getting into them. To give a short' 
description of these temporary houses, called wigwams, nmf ' 
not be improper here, for the satisfaction of those who never 
saw any; especially as they differ somewhat from tlioseof 
North America, which are more generally known from the 
numerous accounts of that country. When the Indians of 
this part of the world have occasion to stop anywhere in thdr 
rambles, if it be only for a night or two, the m^, who take 
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"ttis bosinefld npon them> while the women are employed in 
much more laborious offices^ sach as diving in the sea for sea- 
^«igg8^and searching the rocks for shell-fish, getting fuel, &c., 
sepair to the woods, and cuttiDg a sufficient number of tall, 
uttttit branches^ fix them in an irregular kind of circle of un- 
certain dimensions ; which having done, they bend the extre* 
-^tins of tiiese branches so as to meet in a centre at top, where 
ihey bind them by a kind of woodbine, called supple-jack, 
whk^ they split by holding it in their teeth. This frame, or 
skeleton of a hut, is made tight against the weather with a 
cKMrering of bouglw and bark ; but as the bark is not got with* 
<mt some trouble, they generally take it wi<^ them when they 
remove, putting it at the bottom of their canoes : the rest of 
^le wigwam they leave standing. The fire is made in the 
middle of the wigwam, round which they sit upon boughs ; 
and as there is no vent for the smoke, besides ike doorway, 
wiich is very low, except through some crevices, which can* 
not easily be stopped, they are not a little incommoded on that 
account ; and the eyes of some of them are much affected by 
it. But to return : In this wigwam, into which* I took the 
liberty to introduce myself, I found only two women, who, 
upon first seeing a figure they were not accustomed to, and 
8«ch a figure too as I then made, were struck with astonish- 
ment. They were sitting by a fire, to which I approached 
witliout any apology. However inclined I might have been 
to make one, my ignorance of their language made it impos- 
sible to attempt it. One of these women appeared to be young, 
and very handsome for an Indian j the other old, and as fright^ 
ful as it is possible to conceive any thing in human shape to 
be. Having stared at me for some little time, they both went 
ottt; and I, without further ceremony, sat me down by the 
fire to warm myself, and dry the rags I wore. Yet I cannot 
say my situation was very easy, as I expected every instant 
to see two or three men come in and thrust me out, if they 
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did not deal with me in a rougher manner. Soon Me^^t^ 

two women came in again, having, ag I supposed, < 

with the Indian, our conductor ; and appearing to be in 

good humour, began to chatter and laugh immoderately-^ ^^i^ 

ceiving the wet and cold condition I was in, they aeemtA^ 

have compassion on me, and the old woman went <>ai md 

brought some wood, with which she made a good iSre;"ta(l 

my hunger being impatient, I could not forbear expresnag-iilf 

desire that they would extend their hospitality a little foi^lM^ 

and bring me something to eat. They soon comprehended M|r 

meaniug, and the younger beginning to rummage under MMlp 

pieces of bark that lay in the comer of the wigwam, ftoi^ttA 

a fine large fish ; this they presently put upon the fire to IMKl 

and when it was just warm through, they made a sign to-^iB 

to eat. They had no need to repeat the invitation ; I fell #, 

and dispatched it in so short a time, that I was in hopee ikff 

would comprehend, without further tokens, that I was reaf|^ 

for anottier; but it was of no consequence, for their stoA^f 

eatables was entirely exhausted. After sitting soiade tioM kk 

conference 'together, in which conversation I tcould bear 9t> 

part, the women made some signs to me to lay down aadg^ 

to sleep, first having strewed some dry boughs up<m the groawL 

I laid myself down, and soon fell fast asleep ; and about liM 

or four hours after awaking, I found myself cova^ willr^ 

bit of blanket, made of the down of birds, winch the woMp 

usually wear about their waist. The young woman, wlra iiftfe 

carefully covered me, whilst sleeping, with her own blaai0l% 

was lying elose by me : the old woman lay on t^ other bM 

of her. The fire was low, and almost burnt out ; but as mnHt 

as they found me aWake they renewed it, by putting on mOfli 

fuel. What I had hitherto eat served only to sharpen my "vp^ 

petite ; I could not help, therefore, being earnest with tfamkt ie 

get me some more victuals. Having understood my neeenl* 

ties, they talked togetiier some little time ; after wMdb t^Mun 

up, they both went out, taking with them a coui^e of dogs' 
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vUch they train to assist them in fishing. After an honr'i| 
ubfi^cef they came in trembling with cold, and their hair 
atieamiQg 'snik water, and brought two fish, which having 
teei(41ed, tiiey gave me the largest share ; and then we all ]t^ 
down a# before to rest. 

In the morning my cariosity led me to visit th^ neighbouring 
'vigwanub in which were only one or two men ; the re^it of 
ite ii^jiabitants were all women and children. I then pro-^ 
ceedfd to inquiry after Captain Cheap and oqr Indian goidp, 
whom X found in the wigwam they at first occupied ; the ai^^ 
Hiority of th# cacique had procured th^ captaii^ t^o de^picf^l^ 
^otertainmeni We could not learn what buf iv^ss the meu^ 
"whfm wives and childr^ were left behind, ^ere gon§ oi^ 
niHH), but; af they seldom or never go uppn fis^ng parties (for 
they have no hunting here,} without their wive^, who take the 
most laborious part of the pursuit upon themselves, it is pro- 
ball^ they were gone upon ^ome warliJke expedition, in which 
ib»y use bows and arrows sometimes, but always the lano?- 
This weapon they throw with great dexterity an4 force, and 
never stir abroad without it. About this time their return 
was looked for, a hearing by no means pleasant to me ; I was, 
tberefore, determined to esijoy myself as long as they wer^ 
abs^t, and make the most of the good fare I was posfie9f^ 
ofi, to the pleasure of which I thought a little cleanliness might 
fi some measure contribute ; I therefore went to a brook, and 
taking oS my shirt, which might be said to be alive with ver- 
min, set myself about to wash it, .which having done aef well 
as I could, and hung on a bush to dry, I heard a bustle ahoi^ 
ibe wigwams, and soon perceived that the women were pre- 
paring to depart, having stripped their wigwams of their bark 
covering, and carried it in their canoes. After rowing some 
l^me, they gained such an offing as they required, where the 
water here was about eight or ten fathoms deep, and there ^ 
1^ upon their oars. And now the youngest of the two wo- 
m^i, taking a basket in her mouth, jumped x>verboard^ and 
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and diving to the bottom, continued under water an aiaaziiqr ' 
time ; when she had filled the basket with sea eggs, she cMa». 
up to the boat side, and delivering it so lAled to isb0 oQhI'Ii 
wommi in the boat, they took oat the contents, and retonMi^ ^ 
it to her. The diver then, after having taken a short tine to*^ 
breathe, went down and np again with the same sncoess^ luoji" 
to several times for the space of half an honr. It seems tmAff 
Providence had endued this people with a kind c^ ampiri biwy i 
natare, as the sea is tiie only source fh>m whence all liMPl^i 
sidMistence is derived. This element, too, b^g hen vmy' 
boisterous, and falling with a most heavy sarf upon a rvgfeft^ 
coast, very little, except some seal, is to be got anywhere iMt^ 
in the quiet bosom of the deep. What occasions this nAee^'* 
tion is the eariy propensity that I had so frequently obs^fveO \ 
in the children of thef« savages to this occopation, who, ev«a I 
at the age of three years, might be seen crawling upon ftk^ 
hands and knees among the rocks and breakers, from w^^'^ 
they would tumble themselves into the sea without regard tb 
the cold, which is here often intense, and showing no fear of 
the noise and roaring of the surf. ' '^ 

This sea-egg is a shell-fish, from which all the prickles pro^'^ 
ject in all directions, by means whereof it removes itself from 
place to place. In it are found four or five yolks, resemMihgf^^ 
the inner divisions of an orange, which are of a very nuM^bv^- 
quality, and most excellent flavour. The water was at ifcar 
time extremely sold, and when the divers got into the boaf" 
they seemed greatly benumbed ; and it is ustial witii ttem ' 
after this exercise, if tidey are near their wigwams, to run tor 
the fire, to which presenting one side, they rub and chafe it ' 
for some time, then turning the other, use it in Ihe same man* ■ 
ner, until the circulatien of the blood is restored. This practice,' ' 
^f it has no worse effect, must occasion their being more susoep** 
tible of the impressions of cold, than if they waited ike gm- 
dual advances of their natural warmth in the open air. I leave ' 
h to the decision of the gentlemen of the faculty, whether iBtd» 
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too hasty approach to the fire may not fiubject them to a di«- 
oider I observed among them, called the elephantiasis, or 
BW^iling of [the legs. The divers having returned to their 
bdftts, we continaed to row till towards evening, when we 
landed upon a low point. As soon as the canoes were hanled* 
up, they employed themselves in erecting their wigwams, 
wiiioh they did with great address and quickness. I still en« 
joyed the protection of my two good Indian women, who 
made me their guest here as before ; they first regaled me with 
•ea^-eggs, and tiien went ont npon another kind of fishery by 
the means of d(^s and nets. These dogs are a cur-like looking 
aninial, bat very sagacious, and very easily trained to this bu- 
i^iess. Though in appearance an nncomfortable mxct of sporty 
yet they engage in it readily, seem to enjoy it much, and ex- 
press their eagerness by barking every time they raise their 
heads above tiie water to breathe. The net is held by two 
Indians, who get into the water ; then the dogs, ^iMng a large 
compass, dive after the fish, and drive them into the net ; but it 
IB only in particular places that the fish are taken in this 
manner. At the close of the evening, the women brought in 
two fish, which served us for sui^r ; and then we reposed 
oors^ves as before. Here we remained all the next day, and 
th9 moming after embarked again, and rowed till noon ; then 
landing, we descried the canoes of the Indian men, who had 
been some time expected from an expedition they had been 
upon. This was soon to make a great alteration in the situa- 
tiqn of my aflBdrs, a presage of which I could read in the me- 
lancholy countenance of my young hostess. She endeavoured 
to express herself in very earnest terms to me, but I had not 
yet acquired a competent knowledge of the language to under- 
stand her. As soon as the men were landed, she and the old 
Indian woman went up, not without some mark of dread upon 
them, to an elderly Indian man, whose remarkably surly and 
stem countenance, was well calculated to raise such sensa- 
tions in his dependents. He seemed to be a cacique, or chief 
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man amcnig ^em, by tiie airs of importaiicelia luraom^d ^ 
himself, aad the deference paid him by the rest After ipw 
little conference passed between these Indians an4 onrcooj^ii 
ccMBidi^tory of which, most probably^ the drfiwa^ s tap cfa j of 4HI 
histoiy, and the occasion of our coming h^pe, might hf^ 4IV 
chief mlrjecty for they 4xed their eyes oonstwotly upm wi^ 
they applied themselves to building ^their wigifama. I mgm 
understood that ^e two Indian womfm with whoai I luii. 
sojourned, were wives to this chieftain, though one was fomHB 
enough to be his daughter, and as far as I could leanai, <W 
really stand in the different rations to him both o^ daingbtit 
and wife. It was easy to be perceived tet all did not M 
well between them at ^is ^me; either th^ he was not rililB 
fied with the answ«« that they returned to his questioni^ m 
that he sui^>ect^ some miseonduet on their ^de> for pucecmMif 
alter, breaking out into savagie fory, he took the young ime 19 
in his arms, and threw her wi^ violoaee against the atoii0a^ 
but his brutid resentment did not stop here; he beat her«|b9ffr 
waids in* cruel manner. I eould not see thia la^^atment of 
my beneiftctress without the highest cono»a for hear, and hm 
against the author of it; eq[>ecially as ih» nata|!al jealouiqr of 
these people gave occasion to &ink that it w«s <m my w^mif^ 
she flufSsred. I could hardly suppress Hke irst ainotioiis of nut 
resentment, ii^ch prompted me to return him hw barbaii^ ji 
his own kind, but besides that tUs might havo dmvnvpMi Jm 
frerii nnrics oi his imvmty, it was utithffl* p(4ilte, m^ mdmfi 
in ray power, to have done it to any good purpose at tUs ti«it« 
Our cadque now made us understand that we must ^ard^ask 
direc%, in^e same caooe whiish brought us> aad f^Rmtg: 
our oompamcutt, and tba^ the ludtaas we were aboot to loaf% 
wouldjoimusiuAlewdaim, when we i^uldalliietout Iii4 
body, in order to proceed to ^ae nor^ward. In our wi^badi* 
nothing y«7 material haj^sned; but upon <mr amval^ wMdl 
was the ^Bxt d^, we found Mr. Smot, the susgeon, in a vmj 
badway,Miilteess liad beeaoonti^al^moeeaiiwgjbuiaii^ 
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left' boa. Mr. Hanrilton and Mr. Campbell were almost ■tarv-» 

ed, havingr fared very ill since we left them; a few sea-egg* 

were all the subsistence they had lived upon, and these pro* 

ewted by the cacique's wife> in the manner I mentioned before. 

Has iroBMui was the very reverse of my hostess^ and as she 

foosd her husband was of so much consequence to us, took 

i^on her 'with much haughtiness, and treated us as dependents 

and fidaTes. He was not more mgaging in l^s duriiage to^ 

Ward« u»; he would give no part of what he had to spare to 

aay Imt Cf4>tun Cheap, whom Ihs interest led him to pr^% W 

isb» ret^t, tinragh our wants wexe often greater. The captaiui 

Ml hid part^ contributed to keep ua in ^s al;^t satuation^ 1;^ 

ap|HM>vixigr this distinction the cacique shewed to him. 9^4^ 

lie treated us with not quite so mueh distance, ihe caciq^ 

might have be^ more regardful <tf our wants. The littie re^ 

gard and attenti<m whicdi our necessitous condition drew&oq^ 

Captain Cheap> may be imputed likewise^ in some measure^ to 

^ effects of a mmd soured by a series of crosses and disi^- 

pointments ; which indeed, had operated on us all to a great 

neglect <^each other, and sometimes of ourselves. 

We were not suffered to be in the same wigwam with ^ 
cacique and his wife, which, if we had had ai^ ooimtenaBOf 
fi^om Captain Cheap, would not be refused. What we h%A 
made for ourselves was in sudi a bungling mimner, thi^t it 
searoe deserved the naane even of this wretched sort of hahita*. 
^<m. But odr untoward circumstances now found some relieC 
in <iie arrival fiii^e Indians we waited &»r, who brougy with 
Ihem some seal, a small portion of ^vHuc^ fell to o«r shared A 
Btg^ or two after tii^ftent out some of their young ssea, who 
l^roeured us a quantity of a very dehcate kind of birds, ealM 
lAiags, and cormomnts. Their manner of taking these h»^ 
resembles somet^ng a s^rt called bat^^ewhng. They find 
out their haunts atnong 1he rocks and difib it the night, whmr 
lacking tiritii them torches made of the bark of the hu«^ ti!«s^ 
whiflhiseomaiiim here^and gr^ws to a veiy i«iigeflize,(tid0 
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bark has a very unctuous quality, and emits a bright andckmg^ 
light ; and in the northern parts of America is used frequeojl^ 
instead of a candle,) they bring the boat's side as near as pqnm 
sible to the rocks, under the roosting place of these birds; 4(f9l8 
waving their lights backwards and forwards, ike birds are ^^^b^ 
zled and confounded so as to fall into the canoe, where tiiqp^ 
are instantly knocked on the head with a short stick ^ jbli^ 
dians take with them for that purpose. ^^ 

Seal are taken in some less frequented parts of these coaitf^ 
with <n:eat ease, but when their haunts have been two or t^ni^* 
times disturbed, they soon learn to provide for th&i safsfi^ 
by repairing to the water upon the first alarm. This is ^i^ 
case with them hereabouts, as they frequently raise thdr hea^^^ 
above water, either to breathe or look about them. I have wemc 
an Indian at this interval, throw his lance with such dextenijb ^ 
as to strike the animal through both its eyes, at a great .difi'^^ 
tance, and it is very seldom that they miss their aim. ^^ 

As we were wholly unacquainted with these me&o^ of, 
providing food for ourselves, and were without arms and aiAt.% 
munition, we w^re drove to the utmost straits, and found oux^'. 
selves rather in worse condition than we had been at any ti^^ 
before. Por the Indians, having now nothing to fear frcnn uiVii 
we found we had nothing to expect from them upon any oiket^ 
motive. Accordingly, if they ever did relieve us, it was tiuroui^ 
caprice ; for at most times they would shew thems^res m^ <• 
concerned at our greatest distress. But the good Indian vo^. 
men, whose friendship I had experienced before, continuf^ 
from time to time, their good offices to me. Though I wsf, 
not suffered to enter their wigwams, they would find opfior-, . 
tunities of throwing in my way such scraps as they could, 
secrete from their husbands. The men, unrestrained by aiiy^. 
laws or ties of conscience, in the management of their ow^ 
families, exercise a most despotic authority over their wives^ 
whom ikey consider in the same view they do any other part, 
of their property, and dispose of them accordingly ; even their 
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camtmm treatment of them is crael ; for though the toil and 
hazard of procuring food, lies entirely npon the women, yet 
titey are not suffered to touch any part of it till the husband is 
satisfied, and then he assigns them their portion, which is ge- 
nerally very scanty, and such as he has not a stomach for him- 
self. This arbitrary proceeding, with respect to their own 
fanilies, is not peculiar to this people only. I have had oc- 
casion to observe it in more instances than this I have men- 
tkmed, among many other nations of savages I have since seen. 
These Indians are of a middling stature, well set, and very 
active, and make their way among the rocks with amazing 
agility. Their feet, by this kind of exercise, contract a callo- 
sity which renders the use of shoes quite unnecessary to them. 
But before I conclude the few observations I have to make on 
a people so confined in all their notions and practice, it may 
be expected I should say something of their religion ; but as 
their gross ignorance is in nothing more conspicuous, and as 
we found it advisable to keep out of their way when the fits - 
of devotion came upon them, which is rather frantic than re- 
ligious, the reader can expect very little satisfaction on his 
head. Accident has sometimes made me unavoidably a spec- 
tator of scenes I should have chosen to have withdrawn my- 
self from, and so far I am instructed. As there are no fixed 
seasons for their religious exercises, the younger people wait 
till the elders find themselves devoutly disposed, who begin 
the ceremonies by several deep and dismal groans, which rise 
gradually to a hideous kind of longing, from which they pro- 
ceed to enthusiasm, and work themselves into a disposition 
that borders on madness ; for suddenly jumping up, they snatch 
fire-brands from the fire, put them in their mouths, amd run 
about burning every body they come near ; at othe^^ {feies, it 
is a custom with them to wound one another^, ^ith sharp 
muscle-shells till they are besmeared with blood. These 
orgies continue till those who preside in them foam at the 
mouth, grow faint, are exhausted with fatigue, and dissolved 
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in aproliUBOfi of twseat When fhfii me« ^p ibam ftl^i^ 
^u» frenzy^ the women taJce it up, actm^ av»r again mnfft | % 
same kind of wild scene^ except tiiat tiiey raiher cmtto^ 
men is n^ie^ aod noise. Oar caciqne, wlio had beoit^itt 
claimed from these abominations by the ^aaiavd^ an^ |nl 
knew the exterior form of crossing himself> j^^^ended to t| 
mnch offended at thein pro&ne ceremomes^ and thaft he 
have died sooner than have partaken of ^m. Amoag < 
expresnons of his disa^;^hati<^ he dedaied^ te* w M W Jw 
eavagea solemniaed these htrrkl ritee^ he never MMt im halt 
etaramge and vncomaionnoisee in the woods, «id to iimi Oirtft 
M visions, and assured ns» ^at i^ devil waa tlK» dbaef i 
among them ixpom these oeeasioBs. 

It might be abo^t the midcye of Mareb, iikat we 
with, Aeae Indians. Th^ separated cnu* Mttte compasy^^i^ 
tirely, not patting any two of as together in i^ same gam» 
The oar was my lot, as nsaal, a» also Mr. OampbcSTte; Hb 
.Hasulion oo«ld not row, and Ciq[>iahi Cheap waa enftf.'-af 
the qneitiim ; our sm^gecm waK mi(»re dead than alive at Iha 
tmie, and lay at tiie bottom of the canoe he waa in. ftp 
weather coming <m too bad for -liieir canoea to keep the «0% 
we landed again, withoat making great progress that dafi 
Here Mr. Elliot, oar surgeon, died. At onr first setting «ii, 
be promised the &irest Ibr holding cmt^ bemg a xesy i^voag, 
active yomig man; he had gone through an infimte deal itf 
&tigae, aa Mr. Hamilton and he were 1^ be^ riiota i 
ns, and whilst our ammunition lasted never spared 
fl^ves, and in a great measure provided for ite rest ; bat Im 
died tiie death many oltiers had done before him, being qjaHit 
starved* We scraped a hole for him in the s«9d> and bmied* 
him in^^ "^st manner we could. 

Here I n^Shk relate a little anecdote of our Chmtian oacaciQi. 
He and his wife had goneol^ at some distance fiK^nthesbon, 
in tiieir canoe, when fdie dived for sea-eggs ; but w^ meeiag 
with great success, they r«tamed a good deal out of hxmwf 
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A tttOe boy of theirs^ atxmt thxee yeartoU^ whom tliey ap- 

p0wed to lie doatiagly fond of> watehing for Jm fk&mr and 

Wkther's retam raa into tiie mrf to meet tiiem ; ^ fathcar 

fauided a basliet of sea-eggs to the diild^ whick being too 

Iwayy £>r him to carry, he let it fall ^ upon which the father 

yatmp&di OQ.t of the canoe, and catching the boy up in his armaii 

didhed Ydm, wiiik the nianost violence ag^unst the stones. The 

pooir little creatore lay motionless and bleeding, and in that 

eon^tkm was taken ap by the mother; but died soon after. 

SbflT a^>eaied inocmsdable for some time ; but the bntte^ hia 

iUbsr> fiiiowed li^ concern about it» A day or two after 

"We "gmtio sea i^rain^ and crossed tiie great bay I mentioned 

we had been to the bottom ^, when we first hauled away to 

tiie westward. The land here was very low and sandy> witii 

somethiiig Hke the moulii of a river which dkcharged itself 

into '^e sea ; and which had been taken no notice of by 

ua before^ as it was so shallow that the Indians were 

obliged to take everything out of tiieir canoes, and carrjF 

it over the neck of land, and l^en haul the boats over into ^e 

ilver> whidL at this part of it was very broad> more re- 

acanlding a lake than a river. We rowed up it for four 

or five leagues, and then iock into a branch of it, that ran 

&st to the eastward, and then to the noH^ward; here it 

became much narrower, and the stream excessive rapid, so 

^iiat we made but littie way, though we worked very hard. 

At nogbt we landed upon its banks, and had a most uncom-* 

fnrtable lodging, it being a perfect swamp ; and we had no- 

adSi^ to oo?er us, though it rained Yery hard. The Indiana 

were Mttlo better off than we, as there was no wood here to 

make titeir wigwams ; so tiiat all they could do was to prop 

up Ihe bark they cany in the bottom of their ctmoes, with 

iMr oars, and shelter themselves as w^ as th^ could to 

leeward of it< They, knowing the difficulties t^t were to be 

encountered here, had provided themselvea witii some seal ; 

hut we had not the laaat morsel to eat, after the heavy fatigues 
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of the day, excepting a sort of root we saw some <^ tbi 
Indians make nse of, which was very disagreeable to '^^ 
taste. We labonred all the next day against the stream, im' 
fared as we had done the day before. The next day broii^t 
us to the carrying-place. Here was plenty of wood; ImV 
nothing to be got for sustenance. The first thing the In^iytt 
did was to take everything out of their canoes ; and ditf 
hauling them ashore, they made their wigwams. We padeif 
this night, as generally we had done, under a tree ; but wM 
we snfifered at this time is not easily to be expressed. I talt 
been three days at the oar without any kind of noorishmei]^^ 
but the wretched root I mentioned before. I had no shirt, m 
mine was rotted off by bits; and we were devoured ^ 
vermin. All my clothes consisted of an old short grieko," 
which is something like a bearskin, with a piece of a waisi^* 
coat under it, which once had been of red cloth, both whic^ i 
had on when I was cast away ; I had a ragged p&r ^ 
trousers, without either shoe or stocking. The first thlng'tt/ 
Indians did in the morning was ta take their canoes to pieces ;*" 
and here, for the information of the reader, it will be neces^ 
sary to describe the structure of these boats, which are ex- 
tremely well calculated for the use of these Indians, as fii^ ' 
are frequently obliged to carry them over land a long wijT' 
together, through thick woods, to avoid doubling capes wf^ 
headlands, in seas where no open boat could live, lliey 
generally consist of five pieces, or planks ; one for the bottom," 
and two for each side; and as these people have no iron toote,'** 
the labour must be great in hacking a single plank oat of ii^' 
large tree with shells and flints, though with the help of fate.'* 
Along the edges of the plank, they make small holes, at abottt* 
an inch ftoite one to the other, and sew them together vn^ 
the supple-jack, or woodbine ; but as these holes are not fflled" 
up by the substance of the woodbine, their boats would be' 
immediately full of water if they had not a method of pre- 
venting it. They do this very eflfijctually by the baric of a tree, 
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which they first steep in water for some time^ and then beat 
between two stones till it answers the nse of oakorn^ and 
t)ien chinse each hole so well> that they do not admit of the 
least water coming through, and are easily taken asunder and 
put together again. When they have occasion to go over 
land, as at this time, each man or woman carries a plank ; 
whereas it wonld be impossible for them to drag a heavy boat 
entire. Everybody had something to carry except Captain 
Cheap ; and he was obliged to be assisted, or he never would 
have got over this march ; for a worse than this^ I believe, 
never was made. He, with the others, set out some time be« 
fore me. I waited for two Indians, who belonged to the ca- 
noe I came in, and who remained to carry over the last of 
the things from the side we were on. I had a piece of wet 
heavy canvass, which belonged to Captain Cheap, with a bit 
of stinking seal wrapped in \t (which had been given him 
that morning by some of the Indians) to carry upon my head, 
which was a sufficient weight for a strong man in health, 
through such roads, and a grievous burthen to one in my con- 
dition. Our way was through a thick wood, the bottom of 
which was a mere quagmire, most part of it up to our knees, 
and often to our middle, and every now and then we had a 
large tree to get over ; for they often lay directly in our road^ 
Besides this, we were continually treading upon the stumps 
of trees, which were not to be avoided, as they were covered 
with water ; and having neither shoe nor stocking, my feet 
and legs were frequently torn and wounded. Before I had got 
half a mile, the two Indians had left me ; and making the best 
of my way, lest they should be all gone before I got to the 
other side, I fell off a tree that crossed the road into a very 
deep swamp, where I very narrowly escaped drowning by the 
weight of the burthen I had on my head. It was a long time 
before I could extricate myself from this difficulty ; and when 
I did, my strength was quite exhausted. I sat down under a 
tree, and there gave way to melancholy reflections. How- 
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ever, tm 1 wm B&nmk^ i^tse tefiedaofui W0^«Bin««r«»«i^ 
they 'iM not last long. I got rtp^ and marfcrng a greet tn^ 
then deposited my load, not being able to cany it aay ioikl^ 
and set out to join my company. It was some benn b0te 
I reached my companions. 1 foond them sitting nnder ft-Mi^ 
and sat myself down by i;hem without speaking a w<»d ; -wm 
did they speak to me, as I remember/for some time ; lAm 
Captain Cheap breaking silence^ began ix> ask after the €etl 
and piece of canvass. I toM him ihe disaster I liad «kI 
wilii, which he might liave easily gttessed bylbe ctm s 3S l im 
the rags I bad on were in, as well as having myfoebmik 
ancles ctit to pieces; but hwrtead of compfflwiwi *r Wf 
sufferings, I hear! noting but grmnbling irom evt^y^Mt^ 
for the irrepanible loss ^ey had sustained "by ine, :A 
made no answer'; but after resting myself u little, l^ 
up and struck into the wood; and waHced back atientiM 
miles to the tree I had marked, and returned just^time «n0Q||h 
to deliver it before my companions embarked, with tire Tufliiiii, 
tpon a great lake, the opposite part of which seemed to w«ii 
liiefoot of the Cordilleras. I wanted to embark wilfe tiuat; 
but vras given to understand I was to wait for some ottv 
Indians that were to follow them. I knew not wteeUMp 
Indians were to come from : I was left alone upon Hielwul^ 
and night was at hand. They left me not even a morsel oMn 
«tmking seal that I had suffered so much about. I hepfnmf 
eyes upon the boats as long as I could distinguish ttoxr; *ttfl 
then returned into the wood, and sat myself down upon**B 
root of a root, having eat nothing the whole daybut^MrtOA 
of a plant which resemWes that of an artichoke, wMch ktl% 
juicy consistence, and acid taste. Quite worn out wif^&tigve^ 
I soon feU adleep ; and awaking before day, I -flioo^ IheM 
some voices at no great distance from me. As tiie ^ymf* 
pear^d, lookmg ftrrthCT into the wood, I percdved'* w^wwB^ 
«id immediately made towards it; but the mceptton l-wM 
trttii-was nottit^ agreeable ; for stopping taget tirtcr«^« 
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ptmnlly veoehed Wo or three kicks in my face^ and at the 
iMune time heard the sound of voices seemingly in anger ; 
wMch^made me retire, and wait at ihe foot of a tree, where I' 
remained till an old woman peeped oat, and made signs to me 
to draw near. I obeyed very readily, and went into the wig- 
Mram : in it were three men and two women : one young man 
seemed to have great respect shown to him by l^e rest, though 
be^was the most miserable object I ever saw. He was aper- 
Ibcrt t^eleton, and covered with sores from head to foot. I 
iviisliappy to sit a moment by their fire, as I was quite be« 
numbed with eold. The old woman took out a piece of seal, 
holding one part of it betwe^ her feet, and the otider end in 
tor teel^, and ^en cut off tiome thin slices wi^ a sharp shell, 
kbd distributed tli»m about to the other Indians. Sbe then put 
a Ht on the fire, teMag a pkce of fat in her moutii, which she 
lBq>t chewing, every now and then spirting some of it on the 
piece tfiat was warming upon the fire ; for they never do more 
-wi^i it than warm it through. When it was ready, she gave 
ne a little bit, which I swallowed whole, being almost starved. 
As these Indians were all strangers to me, I did not know 
which way they were going: and indeed it was now become 
^te indifferent to me whidi way I went, whether to the 
northward or southward, so that they would but tfJce me with 
M^kn, and give me something to eat. However, to make them 
comprehend me, I pointed first to the southward, and after to 
Use lake, and I soon understood they were going to ttie north- 
Ward. They all went out together^ excepting the sick Indian, 
and took up the plank of the canoe, which lay near the wig- 
wam, and carried it upon the beach, and presently put it to- 
gether; and getting everything into it, they put me to the oar. 
We rowed across the lake, to the mouth of a very rapid river^ 
where we put ashore for that night, not daring to get any way 
^wn in the dark ; as it required the greatest skill, even in the 
day, to avoid running foul of the stumps and roots of trees, oi 
wUcti liiis river was ML I passed a melancholy nighty a« 
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they would not suffer me to come near the wigwam Uiey hfd 
made ; nor did they give me the least bit of any one ihyig.jb 
eat since we embarked. In the morning we set off again, fk 
weather proved extremely bad the whole day. We wentdcwni 
the river at an amazing rate ; and just before night ^^fjpt 
ashore upon a stony beach. They hauled the canoe up^ Hiwjdl 
disappeared in a moment^ and I was left quite alo|ie: it nuaed 
violently, and was very dark. I thought it was as well to W 
down upon the beach, half side in water, as to g^et mtea 
swamp under a dropping tree. In this dismal situation I IW 
asleep, and awaked three or four hours after in sncii agopbs 
with the cramp, that I thought I must die upon the spot I 
attempted several times to raise myself upon my lega^ W 
could not. At last I made shift to get upon my knees, fifi 
looking towards the wood I saw a great fire at some distim 
from me. I was a long time crawling to it; and wh^it I 
reached it, I threw msself almost into it, in hopes of ,^acbf 
some relief from the pain I suffered. This intrusion gave gxM 
offence to the Indians, who immediately got up, kicking and 
beating me till they drove me to some distance from it ; how- 
ever, I contrived a little after, to place myself so as to receifp 
some warmth from it ; by which I got rid of the cramp. J9 
the morning we left this place, and were soon after out pf ^tbe 
river. Being now at sea again, the Indians intended putl^ 
ashore at the first convenient place, to look for shell-fish, tM^ 
stock of provisions having been quite exhausted for some time* 
At low water we landed upon a spot that seemed to promise 
well; and here we found plenty of limpets. Though ai ^1f 
time starving, I did not attempt to eat one, lest I should lose 
a moment in gathering them ; not knowing how soon fhe In- 
dians might be going again. I had almost filled my hat wbm 
I saw them returning to the canoe. I made what hasfo t 
could to her ; for I believe they would have made no con- 
science of leaving me behind. I sat down to my oar agaiDi 
placing my hat close to me, every now and tiien eating a 
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^jnpet. The Indians were employed the same way, when one 
of, them seeing me throw the shells overboard^ spoke to the 
rest in a violent passion ; and getting up^ fell upon me^ and 
seizing me by an old ragged handkerchief I had about my neck, 
^iikiost throttled me ; whilst another took me by the legs, and 
was going to throw me overboard^ if the old woman had not 
prevented them. I was all this time entirely ignorant by what 
Ineans I had given offence, till I observed that the Indians, 
'after eating ike limpets, carefully put the shells in a heap at 
the bottom of the canoe. I then concluded there was some 
superstition .about throwing these shells into the sea, my igno- 
rance of which had very nearly cost me my life. I was re- 
solved to eat no more limpets till we landed, which we did 
'some time after, upon an island. I then took notice that the 
tndians brought all their shells ashore, imd laid them above 
lii^ water mark. Here, as I was going to eat a large bunch 
df berries I had gathered from a tree, for they looked very 
tempting, one of the Indians snatched them out of my hand, 
and threw them away, making me to understand that they 
were poisonous. Thus, in all probability did these people now 
save my life, who, a few hours before, were going to take it 
fcom me for throwing away a shell. 

In two days after, I joined my companions again ; but do 
iiot remember that there was the least joy shewn on eitlvsr side 
at' meeting. At this place was a very large canoe belonging 
to oi^r guide, which would have required at least six men to 
the oar to have made any kind of expedition : instead of that, 
there was only Campbell and myself, besides the Indian, his 
copapanion, or servant, to row, the cacique himself never 
touching an oar, but sitting with his wife all the time much 
at his ease. Mr. Hamilton continued in the same canoe he had 
been in all along, and which still was to keep us company 
some way further, though many of the others had left us. This 
was dreadful hard work to such poor starved wretches as we 
H 
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were^ to be slaving at the oar all day long in sndli a tienry: 
boat; and ibis inhtiman - fellow wonH never give ns a «■if^ 
toeaty excepting when he took set much seal that he coold-jiil. 
oootrive to carry it idlaway withhinii irhich happened l«^. 
teldom* ' A^ber working^ like gaUeyndaves adtday^ tovwiiii 
nifl^> when we landed> instead of taking any reet, ]fe^Qtt|Mt. 
bell and I were sometimes obliged to go miles along sbcm^ 4^^ 
get a few Bfaell**fish ; and just as we had made a^ttie MfAli: 
order to dress them, he has commanded ns into the beat^agjii^r 
and* kept ns rowing ^e w4iole night withont- ever Undiflir. d^ 
is impossible for me to describe ^^e miserable state we . ir gSi 
redaced to : onr bodies were bo emaciated/tlMit we^ bardl yif* 
peared the figure of . men. It ^as often happ^ed^to mriniH^ 
coldest night, both in hail and snow^ where we had'noiMv 
bnt an open beach to lay down vtpwi, in order to procnre^.n^ 
tie rest^ tiiat I have been obliged to pull off the few rag8'}i^\ 
on, as it was impossible to get a momenta sleepwith tfaemftt . 
for the vermin that swarmed about them; though I used/ at 
often aal had time, to take my clothes off, and pntttng-fiiaB 
upon a large stone, beat them with another, in hopes of kiHiiqr . 
hmidreds at once; for it was endless work to pick tiiem'oft. . 
What we snffisred from this was ten times worse even tliaa, 
hanger. But we were clean in comparison to Captain Cbesj^ 
for I could compare his body to nothing but an ant-hill, *«filh^ 
thousands of these insects crawling over it; for he wasn^lF 
past attempting to rid himself in the least from this tormsa^ 
as he had quite lost himself, not recollecting our names ftmii 
were about him, or even his own. His beard was as Icmg m^ 
a hermit's : that and hts face being covered with train oil mri. 
dirt, from having long accustomed himself to sleep upon a \mg^; 
by the way of pillow, in which he kept the pieces of stmkilt;^ 
seal. This prudent method he took to prevent our getting ats - 
it whilst he slept. His legs were as big as mill posts; ^b^ofjfi 
his body appeared to be nothing but skin and bone. ^ 

One day we fell in with about 'ibr<y Indians, whovapirr 
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to the beadh we landed on. curkraaly painted. Our 
seemed to understand tmt little of tneir lanlpuige^ 
aaft if 'sounded to us very di^erent from what we luid beard 
bofere. However, they made us comprehend that a ship had 
boBli upon the coast not far from where we then werc^ and 
t&iit she had a red flag : this we understood sometime after id 
b«i^ been the ^^ Antie Pink/' whose adveiltures are par- 
tundarly related in lord Anson's Voyages; and we passed 
Iwotigh the very harbour she had laid in. 

JU tiiere was bat one small canoe that intended t6 accom- 
pany us any longer; and that in which Mr. Hamilton had 
beoi to tliis time, intended to proceed no farther^ to the n6rtlH 
irard ; our cacique proposed td him to come into our canoe, 
wMch he refiised, as the insolence of this fellow was to him 
insopportable ; he therefore rather chose to remain where he 
-was, till chance should throw in his way some other meana ot 
getting forward: so here we left him; and it was some 
months before we saw him again. 

We now got on, by very slow degrees, to the northward ; 
and aa the difficulties and hardships we daily went through 
woold only be a repetition of those already mentioned^ I shal^ 
say no more, but that at last we reached an island about 
tiurty leagues to the southward of Chiloe. Here we remained 
two dayif for a favourable opportunity to cross the bay, the 
very thoughts of which seemed to frighten our cacique out of 
his senses ; and indeed, there was great reason for his appre- 
hensions ; for there ran a dreadful hollow sea, dangerous, in- 
deed, for any open boat whatever, but a thousand times more 
fbir snch a crazy vessel as we were in. He at length mustered 
np resolution enough to attempt it, first having crossed him- 
nelffor an hour together, and made a kind of lug-sail out of 
the bits of blankets they wore about them, sewed together 
witl^ split supple jacks. We then put off, and a t^J^ble 
pawNure we had. The bottom plank of the canoe 117^ ^pU^^ 
irhtcoopeaed upon every sea; ana the wa^r^ tcontinuauy 
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raBbing over tlie gunnel, I may say that we were in ft i 
fbH the whole way over, thongh all hands were eia]^ojr«#kr 
baling without ceasing a moment. As we drew neiu'^lli 
shore, the cacique was eager to land, having been teit^MlNf 
that degree with this nm, that if it had not been for ns/mlf 
soul must have perished ; for he had very near got in atepUlt 
the breakers, where the sea drove with such violence 1^^ 
the rocks, that not even an Indian could have dM^^eC 
especially as it was in the night. We kept off till wtqiift 
into smooth water, and landed upon the island of Clkflo*; 
though in a part of it that was not InhaMted. Heie lit 
staid all the next day, in a very heavy snow, to recover M« 
selves a little ajfter our fatigue ; but the cold was so e Jmf l 
sive, having neither shoe nor stocking, we thought we lAoiAl 
have lost our feet ; and Captain Cheap was so ill, ihii iffk 
had had but a few leagues further to have gone withoot MJHii^ 
he could not have held out. It pleased God now ttUt ^ 
sufferings, in a great measure, were drawing to an end. ' ' 
"What things our cacique had brought with him from 4ie 
wreck, he here buried under ground, in order to conceal IJkm 
from the Spaniards, who would not have left him a rusty iiul, 
if ttiey had known of it. Towards evening, we setbffa|riiir; 
and abont nine the same night, to our great joy, we obedl#efl 
something that had the appearance of a house. HhMigti 
to an acquaintance of our cacique ; and as he was poslMRMl 
of my fowling-piece, and we had perserved one chai^^ 
powder, he made us load it for him, and desired we wMd 
shew him how to discharge it ; upon which, standing tup/iA 
holding his head from it as far as possible, he fired imft*til 
back into the bottom of the canoe. The Indians bel6ngli6g''to 
the house, not in the least used to fire-arms, ran ont aad.Md 
themselves in the woods. But after some tiine, one W tUdki 
bolder than the rest, got upon a hill, and hof1ooed!*to n8,^uASg 
%ho and what we were. Our cacique now mk^ liiS^ 
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iKBOim^ and i&ey presently came down to the boat, Imnginf 
idtti tiiem some fish^ and plenty of potatoes. Una was the 
mno&t comfortable meal we had made for many long months ; 
auad WM soon as Hiis was over we rowed about two miles 
^tf&er to a Httie village, where we landed. Here our cacique 
^r^seotly awaked all the inhabitants by the noise he made, and 
iobliged one of tiiem to open his door to us, and immediately 
fb' Biake a large fire ; for the weather was very severe, this 
li9|ng tiie month of June, the depth of winter in this part of 
iiie world. The Indians now flocked thick about us, and 
•eemed to have great compassion for us, as our cacique related 
to them what part he knew of our history. They knew not 
ymhaJk countrymen we were, nor could our guide inform them; 
£t>r be had often asked us if we were French, Dutch, or Eng- 
lildi, the only nations he had ever heard of besides the 
JBpaniards. We always answered we were from Grande 
Bretftgne, which he could make nothing of; for we were afraid, 
if he knew us to be English, as he had heard that nation was 
fit war with ihe Spaniards, he never would have conducted 
ns to Chiloe. 

These good-nat^ired, compassionate creatures seemed to vie 
Witb each other who should take the most care of us. They 
jiuade a bed of sheep-skins close to the fire, for Captain Cheap, 
:i^laid him upon it; and indeed, bad it not been for the kind 
iMHOStance he now met with, he could not have survived iliree 
di^a longer. Though it was now about midnight, they went 
out and killed a sheep, of which they made broth, and baked 
a large cake of barley-meal. Anybody may imagine what a 
tmat this was to wretches who had not tasted a bit of bread, 
or any wholesome diet, for such a length of time, iifter we 
could eat no longer, we went to sleep about the fire, which 
tbe Indians took care to keep up. In the morning, the wo- 
men came from far and near, each bringing with her some- 
iMn$. Almost every one had a pipkin in her hand, containing 
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e^er.|owl8or i^i^^tcm ^luide voito broth, potatoes, ^gs, or 
ojpifir ^at^Jtd^.. y(e fell, to w(»rk aa if we bad e&t nothiiig in 
jlitejug^t^ and employed ourselves go for the beat part of tbe 
4flyr* ,1^ t^^ evening^ the men filled our hoase^ briog-ing wi& 
them, ju>me jars of a liquor they called chicba, made of barley- 
mi^9 AJD^ Xiot very unlike our oat-ale in ta^te, which i^ ill in- 
tqxjcate those who drioik a sufficient quantity of it ; for a lit- 
tle has. ];io effect. As soon as the drmk was out, a fresh atip« 
ply.of Yictui^^ was brought in ; and ia this manner we passed 
the .whole, time we remained with those hospitable Indians. 
3^ey ^,astrpng>.well-|nade people, extremely well featured, 
both men jind women, and vastly neat in their persona. The 
m(pi*s dress is called by, them apuneho, which is a square piece, 
of €loth, generally in ^tripes of djft'erent colours^ with a slit in 
^epjiddle of it wide enough to let their heads tiirongh>»o tii&f 
it brings on their shoulders, half of it falling before, and the otto 
behind them : under this they wear a short kind of Sannel ehirt 
^itfjOftt sleeves or neck. ,They have wide-kneed breeehesj 
something like the Dutch seamen, and on their lega a sort of 
)^t ))i}ski^ .withoiit any feet to them ; but never any shoefl, 
Their hair is always combed very smooth^ and tied very tight 
up in a great bunch close to the neck : some wear a very neat 
bat of their o^wn making, and others go without. The women 
,^ear a shift like the men's shirts j without sleeves ; and o?er 
it a pqu^re piece of cloth, which they fasten before with al^l||^ 
silver pin, and a petticoat of different stripes : they take :m 
much care of their hair as the men ; and both have always a 
kind of fillet bound very tight about the forehead, and Qiflfc 
fast behind : in short, these people are as cleanly as the sevei^d 
s^yage nations we had met with before were beastly. Up<Mi 
our first coming here, they had despatched a messenger to Hie 
Spanish corregidore at Castro, a town of considerable distvoQe 
^ffpjhence, to inform him of our arrival. At t^e en^ of j^m^ 
days, this man returned with an order to the chief cadques of 
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j^efe Indians we were amopg8t> to ciwry us jdireistjy.to a cer* 
£ l^ij^jplace, where there would be a party of soldiera to receive 
j^y^. , These poor people now seemed to be under great concern 
.i^us^ hearing by the messenger the preparations that were 
Vif]^g to receive us ; for they stand in vast dread of the Spa- 
ii|8l| soldiery. They were very desirous of knowing what 
cexuitfymen we were. We told them we were English^ and 
nt^ihat time at war with the Spaniards ; upon which they ap- 
peared fonder of us than ever ; and I verily believe, if they 
durst, would have concealed us amongst them, lest we shQKid 
90i^e to any harm^/^They are so far from beiiig in the Spanish 
^terest, that they detest the very name of a Spaniard. And, 
iiideed| I am not surprised at it ; for they are kept under such 
Cfubjection, and such a laborious slavery, by mere dint of hard 
usage and punishments, that it appears to me the most absurd 
Jbing in the world, that the Spaniards should rely upon these \ 
people for assistance upon any emergency^yWe embarked in ^^ 
&ie evening, and it was night before we got to the place where 
we, were to be delivered up to the Spanish guard. We were 
inet by three or four officers, and a number of soldiers, all with 
their spados drawn, who surrounded us as if they had the 
most formidable enemy to take charge of, instead of three poor 
helpless wretches, who, notwithstanding the good living we 
had met with amongst these kind Indians, could hardly sup- 
port ourselves. They carried us to the top of a hill, and there 
put us under a shed ; for it consisted of a thatched roof, with- 
out any sides or walls, being quite open; and here w^. were 
to^^y upon the cold ground. All sorts of people now came 
to ptare at us a« a sight ; but th^ Indian women never came 
epypty-handed i they always brought with them wthei: fowls, 
inutton> or some k^Id of provision to u?; so that we lived 
well enough. However, we found a very sensiy** difference 
b^weeu the treatment we had met with frpm the Indians, and 
what we now experienced from the Spaniards. With the 
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fimner, wt wet9 quite at Wberty to do ts we pleMedi M 
bere^ If we only went ten yarda to attempt at getting iiA.4f 
some of ^ vennin tiiat devcMued qb, we had two ioi|lB|fe| 
witii drawn tpados^ to attend ns. About the tMvd diQr#* 
jemdt from Castro came to see 110 ; not from a motive of 4niM 
passion, bat frt>m a report spread by oar Indian 43aci4Q% ttH 
we had some things of great ralae about us. Hm/JiatfjJ^ 
ehance s^en Captain Cheap pall out a gold repeattdf waMi 
the irst thing the good father did was to lug out of Ins] 
a bottle of brandy, and give us a dram, in order to op 
hearts. He then came roundly to tiie point, asking us if W« 
had sared no watches or rings. Captain Chei^ declaireAto 
had nofiiing, never suspecting that the Indian had eeiBi Ml 
watch, having, as he thought, always taken great csite to qm* 
ceal it frtnn him ; but knowing fiiat Campbell had a sflvsr 
watdh, which had been the property of our surgeon, be de* 
sh^ him to make it a present to the Jesuit, tdling him^ atr 4hs 
same time, that as these people had great poorer and au^cmt^, 
it might be of service to us hereafter. This Campb^ i^efy 
unwillingly did, and received from the father, not lonig aOwtf 
a pitifhl present, not a quarter part of the value ai jhib tm-^ 
the watch. We understood afterwards, that this had oob{».# 
the governor's ears, who was highly ofibnded at it, as lliiiijlif 
that if anything of that sort had been to be had, it wm V^ 
doe ; and did not spare the Jesuits in the least upon theroiM^ 
sion. Soon after this, the officer of the guard informed i«s 
there was an order come to carry us to Castro. In theeAreflK 
ing,wewere conducted to the water-side, and put into alaf9e' 
pehago ; and there were several more to attend us. Ml of «ri« 
diers. About dght o'clock at night, we were off the liyfnii. 
Ihe boats all lud upon their oars, and there was a great deed 
of ceremony used in hailing and asking for the keys, as tf it 
had been a regular fortification. After some time, we hmded ; 
but could see neither gates nor walls, nor anything that had 
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^e appearance of a garrison. An we walked nf a steep MH 
littto the town, the way was lined with men who had Broom* 
Moils npon their shoulders instead of muskets, and a lighted 
natch in their haiids. When we came to ^e corregido^^ 
hmse^ we found it fall of people. He was an old man^ very 
itSif with a long cloak on, a t>'e wig without any curl^ and a 
ifkdo (^inmiense length by his side. He received us in great 
ttM and fbrm ; but as we had no interpreter^ we understood 
llttie^or nothing of the questions he asked us« He ordei«d a 
tible to be spread for us with cold ham and fowls, which we 
ftaee only sat down to^ and in a short time dispatched more 
thaii ten men wit^ common appetites would have done. It is 
amazing, that our eating to that excess we had done, fhmithe 
time we first got amongst iiiese kind Indians, Imd not killed 
us ; we wete never satisfied, and used to take all opportunities 
fbr some months after of filling our pockets when we were not 
seen, that we might get up two or tiiree times in the night to 
cram ourselves. Captain Cheap used to declare, that he was 
quite ashamed of himself. After supper, the corregidore car- 
ried us to the Jesuit's college, attended by ^be soldiers and all 
Hie rabble of the town. This was intended, at present, for 
tfQr^son, till orders were received from Hie goveruOTy wiio 
resided at Chaco, above thirty leagues from tMs place. When 
we got to the college, tiie corregidore deshred the father pro- 
vkuM, as they styled him, or head of the Jesuits here, to find 
o«at what religion we were of, or whether we had any or not.- 
]% then retired^ tiie gates were shut, and we were ccmducted 
to- « cell. We found in it sometblng like beds spread on ^ 
floor, and an old ragged shirt a-piece, but clean, which was 
of iftfikiite service to us ; nor did eating at first give me hidf 
the satisfhction this treasure of an old shirt did. Thoof^ this 
dbtkge was large, there were but four Jesuits in it, nor were 
there any more of that order upon the island. In the morning, 
315 
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Capfpun Cheap was sent for by the father proTlncid: tiieir coa<* 
lOsmtioQ yfff» Qjffpfd on in Iiatin, perhaps not the bert oil 
ft^bfif^^ ; however tl^e^ made shift to undersfaud one mf^ 
:th^ If ^en hp retamed^ he told us the good fathers irepe 
ftfll )Mi|{iU{g upon what things of value we might hiire lav^ 
Mfkd coficea)^ ^bovt ^b, and that if we had any thing of that 
(|;^.we CPT1I4 pot do better thani let Ihem have it* Beligini^ 
jie^med to be quite oi»t of thp queetion at present^ but a day 
Q^. tfO ffter, the corregidore b^jng informed that we wei^ 
^^liosy be desired these Jesuits would convert us ; but mm 
pi them told him it was a merp joke to attempt it, as wa 
Cfiiil4 b&^e no inducement upon that islfind to ch|i)i|r^.gf^,|^ 
llgion^ but that when we got to Chilj, in such a de|^;b^ 
country as that was^ where there was nothing but diveipippi 
and amusements^ we should be converted fast enough. yf% 
kept cjose to our cell till the bell rang for dinner, whc^ 
^e were conducted into a hall^ where there was.-o^ 
table for the fathers, and another for us. After a v^ 
long Latin prayer, we sat down and eat what w^ ^ 
before us, without a Cfingle word passing at either tahlf* 
As soon as we had finished, there was another l(XQf 
prayer, which, however, did not appear so tedious as the itnh 
and then we retired to our cell again. In this manner W9 
passed eight days without ever stirring out, all which timect^ 
might have imagined one's-self out of the world ; for ei^oeHt- 
ing the bell for dinner, a silence reigned throughout the wH^j 
as if the place had been uninhabited. A little before daii^, ^ 
the eighth evening, we heard a violent knocking at the fl;{(|e» 
which was no sooner opened than there entered a ypumg €|fl- 
cer booted and spurred, who acquainte4 the fathers tbi|^t.^ 
was sent by tiie governor to conduct us to Chaco. This youI^' 
man was Hie governor's son, by which means, he obtajo^ a 
conmiission next in authority, upon this island to hif father. 
He ought to have been kept at school, for he was a vain empty 
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(soxcomby much disliked by the people of the island. After 
j^|k^ leave of the Jesuits^ who I imagine were not sorry tp 
I^pd of osj aftier finding ilieir expectations baulked^, we s^t 
f^L bf y|]^g tiiirty soldiers on horseback to attend us. We 
|g^[^^at eight miles that nighty when we came to an. estw- 
i&il^9^ iarpa-house^ belonging to ah old lady> who had tw,o 
liynipune datighte^. Here we were, well entertained and ihfi 
g99^ c^d lady seemed to have coinpassion for nsf. ShJB, asked 
^ji^pviernor's son if he thpnght his father would hav^ m)|r 
.^Qciiion^to my pfussing a month with her at her iaxm, An 
|ih^, was a person of rank in this island, he said he would ac* 
^^mnt bis. father with her request, and made no dojabt but 
^^ he would grant it. I observed that our soldiers when 
tb^y came into the house, had none of them any shoes on, but 
wore buskins like the Indians, without any feet to them. They 
^ liad monstrous great spurs, some of silver and others of 
€K>pp^E> which made i^ rattling when they walked like chains. 
They were all stout, strong-looking men, as the Spaniards, 
^^tives of the island, in general are. After a good supper, we 
]ffid sheep-skins laid near the fire for us tp sleep on. Early in 
. ibe morning we mounted again, and after riding some miles 
iy(^ss the country, we came to the water side, were we found 
SM^verf^l periagoes waiting for us, with some officers in them. 
,^081; of the soldiers dismounted and embarked with us, a few 
pnly ))eipg sent round with the horses. It was three days before 
we. arrived at Chaco, as the tides between this island and the 
main art so rapid that no boat can stem them. The same pre- 
caution was taken here as at Castro, we passed through a 
whole ,lane of soldiers, armed as i mentioned those to have 
beesi before, excepting a few who had matchlocks, the oidy fire- 
arms they have here. The soldiers, upon our journey, had given 
a pomppus account of el Palacio del Rey, or the king's palace, 
^ jtjijey styled the governor's house, and therefore we expected 
to see something very magnificent, but it was nothing better 



d by Google 



276 NAARATIVE OF VBK 

tliaii a large thatched barn, partitioned off into several 
The governor was sitting at a large table covered wii&apiao* 
of red Berge> having all the principal officers aboat him. Itttt 
some tinie> he made ns sit down^ atteikipting to co nvCTH^i| iili 
US by his lingnist^ who avas a stupid old fellow, f3iat 
neither talk Englidi nor Spanish^ bnt said he was boralB J 
land> had redded above forty years in that conntry^ and 1 
formerly been al)iicoaneer^ was taken by tiie S^mniaids 4M| 
Fttnama. The governor kept us to supper, and dien w» :Htim 
oondttcted across the court to our apartment, wMdi wmm 
place that had served to keep the firewood Unr fbe g6reeim9m 
kitchen ; however, as it was dry over head, we thought tiiN. 
selves extremely well lodged. ThAre was a soldier pimtet^k 
the door wi<^ a drawn spado in his hand, to pretent our sii^'^ 
ring out, which was quite unnecessary, as we knew not -vtMm, 
to go if we bad been at liberty. One of these soldiers io&k m 
great fancy to my ragged grieko, which had still some^flian''* 
sands about it ; and in exchange gave me an old punclkoi, the 
sort of garment with a hole in the middle to put one^head' 
through, as above related to be worn by the Indians; and §a^. 
fie littie bit of my waistcoat that remained, he gav« nwir 
pair of breeches. J now should have ttiought myself very^hand^-f 
somely equipped, if I had but another shirt. The next ds^« 
about noon, the governor sent for us, and we dined at iM^ 
table, after which we returned to our lodging, whete we w^br- 
never alone, for every body was curious to see us. "We pmed^ 
above a week jn this manner, when ihe sentinel Was takm off, " 
and we were allowed to look about us a little, thovgh b^ to 
go out of the palace, as «iey were jdeased to call it We ^yaed 
every day with the governor, but were not very f(md of Ms 
fast days, which succeeded each other too quickly. Icoatri^d- 
to make friwids with his steward and cook, by whioh means 
I always carried my pockets ftill to my apartment, whese I 
passed my time agreeably. Soon after, we had leave ta waflr- 
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mJbont the tawn, or go wherever we pleased. Every house 
"wlw open to us ; and though it was about an hour after we had 
^^ed^ they always spread a table^ thinking we could never eat 
flUoQgh after we had suffered, and we were much of the same 
d^fiion. They are^ in general^ a charitable good sort of peo- 
plt; l>at vei^ ignorant, and governed by l^ir priests, who 
Huitethem believe just what they please. The Indiani lan« 
iM chiefly spoken here, even by Spaniards one amongst 
r, and tiiey say they think it a finer language than their 
0mL The women have fine complexions, and many of them 
wse vmy handsome ; they have good voices, and can strum a 
Ht^ upon a guitar ; but they have an ugly custom <^ smoking 
ttibacco, which is a v«ry scarce commodity here, and there- 
fore is looked upon as a great treat when they meet at one 
aaotiiM^'s houses. The lady of the house comes in with a large 
wodden pipe crammed with tobacco, and after taking two or 
tiiree hearty whiffs, she holds her head under her cloak lest 
any of tiie smoke should escape, and then swallows it; some- 
tone after you see it coming out of her nose and ears. She 
then hands the pipe to the next lady, who does the same, till 
it has gone through the whole company. Their houses are 
but very mean, as will be easily imagined by what I have 
said bf tiie governor's. They make their fire in the middle of 
their rooms, but have no chimneys ; there is a small hole at 
eadb end of the roof, to let the smoke out. It is only the bet- 
ter sort of people that eat bread made of wheat, as they grow 
buf very little here, and they have no mills to grind it ; but 
then they have great plenty of the finest potatoes in the world ; 
these are always roasted in the ashes, then scraped, and served 
up at meals instead of bread . They breed abundance of swine, 
as ihey supply both Chili and Peru with hams. They are in 
no want of sheep, but ara not overstocked with cows, owing I 
in a great measure, to tueir own indolence in not clearing { 
awi^thewoods,whichif they would be at Ihe pains to do, J 
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{iliey might have sufficient pasture. Their trade 
hams^ hogs, hogs-lard^ which is used tl^-oughont att 
America instead of batter, cedar plants, which the ] 
continually employed in cutting quite to the fpot.i^ i 
diU^ras, little carved boxes, which the Spani^^JMi^ j 
put their work in, carpets, quilts, and punchos, neatly jj 
4ered all round ; for these, both in Chili and Peru,; are ] 
the people of the first fashion, as well as the ii^erior fo 
way of riding dress, and are esteemed to be much napre mg 
venient for a horseman than any kind of coat whatever. ^ ^ 
They have what they call an annual ship tr(^m Lin)a» aajln 
never expect more than one in the year ; though sometiaMftft 
happens that two have come, and at other times tfiey Mp 
been two or three years without any. When this hi^^penfy^gf 
are greatly distressed, as this ship brings th^m baize, ^% 
linen, hats, ribbons, tobacco, sugar, brandy, and Wipe, lul 
this latter article is chiefly for the use of the churches; W^^ 
an herb from Paraguay, used all over South America^ 
instead of tea, is also a necessary article^. This ship's fiafHf 
is chiefly consigned to the Jesuits, who have more tndifais 
employed for them than all tiie rest of the inhabitants, tofg^ 
f ther, and of course engross almost the whole trade* /lli^ 
I is no money current in this island. If any person wants a4nr 
yards of linen, a little sugar, tobacco, or any oth^gr thiji; 
brought from Peru, he gives so many cedar-planks^ hamf. Of 
punchos, in exchange^ Some time after we hdd been hef^a 
snow arrived in the iuarbour from Lima, which occas^qi^ 
great joy amongst the inhabitants, as they had no eUp ^he j^ 
before, from the alarm Lord Anson had giv^n up<m ^ Cif9lt- 
This was not the annual vessel, but one of those that I mo^ 
tioned before which come unexpectedly* The capfain ^ Ifit 
was an old man, well known upon the island, w\ko had ira^ 
here once in two or three years, for more than thirty y$ui 
past. He had a remarkable large head, and therefore yn§ 



d by Google 



HeN. JOHN BTBON. 279 

by % mck-nune tiiey Itad given him of Gaba^o de 
»9 or B9l}> lipad. He had not been hare a week before he 
i io i^ gQYemoirp and told him> with a QioiEit melimcholy 
j^wmno^f that he had not slept a wink 9inc9 he came into 
||iiurlK>]g^^ all the governor was pleased to allow three Eng- 
L)^ri|iQi|0r8 Ub^rty to walk about ii|{itead of confining them; 
tll^t ^9 ^^pected every moment they would board his 
and cany her away ; this he said when he had above 
' ^finds aboard. . J^e governor assured him he would be 
f^werable f9r us^ and that he might sleep in quiet ; though 
at the same time he could not help laughing at the man^ a§ 
a|l ihe people in the town did. These assurances did not sa- 
t^siy the paptain ; he used the utmost dispatch in disposing of 
Ma carg^, and put to sea again^ not thinking himself safe till 
he liad lost sight of the island. It was about three months 
alter hb that Mr. Hamilton was brought in^ by a party that 
the governor had sent to the southward on purpose to fetch 
ln|Q. He was in a wretched condition upon his first arrival^ 
but soon recovered with the good living he found here. 

It is usual for the governor to saake a tour every year, 
trough the several districts belonging to his government; 
on this occasion he took us with him. The first place he vi- 
sited was Oarelmapo^ on the main^ and from thence to Castro. 
At these places^ he holds a kind of court ; all the chief ca- 
m(|ne9 meeting him^ and informing him of what passed since 
hia last visit, and receiving fresh orders for the year to come. 
At Castro we had the same liberty we enjoyed at Chaco, and 
visited every body. It seemed they had forgot all the ceremony 
used npcm our first landing here, which was with an intent 
if). Biake us believe it was strongly fortified ; for now they let 
US see plainly that they had neither fort nor gun. At Chaco 
they had a little earthen fort, with a small ditch palisadoed 
XPTmditj^and a,lew old honey*combed guns without carriages' 
and which do not defend the harbour in the least. While we 
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were at Cattro, the old lady (at whose home we lay tfae ftnM 
night upon leaving the Jesuits' college,) sent to the yiiftiiiiiy 
and begged I might be allowed to come to herfbr « iMr; 
weeks ; this was granted, and accordingrly I went and peeilA- 
about three weeks with her very happily, as she seemed lb Hi^ 
as fond of me as if I had been her own son. She wae «ii*lnl»f 
ling to part with me ag^in ; bat as the governor wis odea iif 
retam to Chaco, he sent for me, and I left my bennfaotiiiii 
with regret. "^ 

Amongst the honses we visited at Castro, tiiere waa 6ne' 
belonging to an old priest, who was esteemed one of ^w 
richest persons npon the island. He had a niece, of whom be 
was extremely fond, and who was to inherit all he po saea s pd. 
He had taken a great deal of pains with her education, andT 
she was reckoned one of the most accomplished yoonglaiSer 
of Chiloe. Her person was good, though she could mot be^- 
called a regular beauty. This young lady did me ^be honour 
to take more notice of me than I deserved, and proposed to 
her uncle to convert me, and afterwards begged his consent to 
marry me. As the old man doated upon her, he readily agreed 
to it ; and accordingly on the first visit I made him, aequakiled : 
me with the young lady's proposal, and his approbation nfi^ 
taking me at the same time into a room where there wen se^ 
veral chests and boxes, which he unlocked ; first showii^ M' 
what a number of fine clothes his niece had, and then hirofWB^ 
wardrobe, which he said should be mine at his deaHi. 
Amongst other things, he produced a piece of linen, wluc^ ke 
said should immediately be made up into shirts for roe. I' 
own this last article was a great temptation to me ; howevei^^ 
I had the resolution to withstand it, and made the best ex« 
cuses I could for not accepting of the honour they iatended 
me ; for by this time I speak Spanish well enough to mike 
myself understood. /-- 

Amongst the Indians who had come to meet ilie goverm^^ 
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htn, tiieie were tome caciqaes of thofie IndiaBi who had 
%«ftted HI to kindly vpon our first landing upon Ohiloe. One 
of Aeae, a yonng man, had been grnilty of tome oflRmee^ and 
# — pot in irons, and tlireatened to be more severely pnnished; 
Wife ei>nld not learn his crime, or whether the governor did not 
dd it in a great measure to show ns his power over these In- 
dakB: chiefii : however, we were under great concern for iMa 
yomig man, who had been extremely kind to ns, and begged 
Captain Cheap to intercede with the governor for him. This 
he did, and Hub caciqne was released; ^e governor aeqnaint- 
ing him at the same time, with great warmth, ihht it was to 
1MI ooly he owed it, or otlierwise he would have made a severe 
example of him. The young man seemed to have been in no 
dtead of fiurther punishment, as I believe be felt all a man 
could do from the indignity of being put in irons in the public 
square, before all his brother caciques aud many hundreds of 
other Indians. I Ihought this was not a very politic step of 
ihe governor, as the cacique came after to Captain Cheap to 
tiiank him for his goodness, and in all probability would re- 
member the English for some time after ; and not only he, but 
all the other caciques who had been witnesses of if, and who 
seemed to feel, if possible, even more than the young man 
himsdf did. We now returned to Chaco, and the governor 
told «s, when ftte annual ship came, whidi they expected in 
December, we should be sent in her to Chili. We lelt several 
earthquakes while-we were here. One day as I happened to 
be upon a visit at a house where I was very well acquainted, 
aft Indian came in, who lived at many leagues distance from 
^s town, and who had made this journey in order to pur- 
chase some htde trifles he wanted ; amongst other things, he 
had bought some prints of saints. Very proud of these, he 
produced them, and put them into the hands of the women, 
who very devoutly first crossed themselves with them, and 
afterwards kissed them ; then gave them to me, saying at the 
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same tiiiie> fhey snpposed such a heretic aalwas 
iaseto kiss them. They were right in their c(mji 
returned them to the Indian without going throiif^ ^k^^qflft- 
mony. At that very instant^ there happened a violent fijp 
of an earthquake, which they imputed entirely to the tafmpJgf 
the saints ; and aU quitted the house as fast as they eoidi^j^ 
it should fall npontheir heads. For my part^ I made jfibe hei^ 
oT my way home for fear of being knocked on the li^^^ "^w^ 
out of the house, by the n^)ble, who looked on me as the oaAae 
of aU this mischief, and did not return to that houseagua I 
till thought this affair was forgotten. 

Here is a very good harbour ; but the entrance is very diH|- 
gerous for those who are unacquainted with it^ as the,ti4|i 
are so extremely rapid, and there are sunken rocks m tiie ^iS^ 
channel. The island is about seventy leagues round ;^ anA jbe 
body of it lies in about 40 degrees 20 minutes sontb, juid«ii 
the most southern settlement the Spaniards have in these mm. 
ilieir summer is of no long duration, and most of the. ^^ 
round they have hard gales of wind^ and much rain. Oppoif^ 
Ihe islandji upon the Cordilleras, there is a volcaaoi iithi^ 9^ 
times, bums with great fuiy, and is subject to violent ^psfir 
tions. One of these alarmed the whole island, whilst W0 yirgf^ 
hjere: it sounded in the night like great guns. In the qk^j^ 
ing, the governor mounted his horse, and rode backw^fds^f^ 
forwards from his house tp the earthen fort, saying it was i^ 
English coming in, but that he would give them a wi^ re» 
ception ; meaning, I suppose, that he would have left tbe}n 
a good fire in his house ; for I am certain he would sqoa 
h^ve been in the woods» if he had seen anything like^a% £li9T. 
lish ship coming in. Women of the first fashion, hes^, seld^ 
wear shoes or stockings in the ho]M«, but only keef^'thaq^.jto. 
wear npon particular occasions. I have ofl;^ seen them cq^ 
ing to the church, which stood opposite to the pxyem^ 
house, bare-legged, walking through mud and water; and at 
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ll^di^rdi-door pat. on their .sltoee and sto^ng^^ and pall 
^N^ offj^ain when tiiey came xmt. Though they 9xe in 
M|9nil handsome, and have good complexions, yet mapy of 
l^ttL paint in so ridicalout a manner, that it is impossible to 
h^ laaghing ia their faces when you see them. The governor 
^Nliv^and here was a native of Chili. The government, which 
»f f PP^inted by that presidency, is for three years ; which ap- 
Sf^ to be a long banishment to them, as their appointments 
«re but smallr though th^ make the most of it. The towns 
of Castro and dhaco consist only of scattered houses, without 
•/WSlar street; though both have, their places, or sqaares, as 
9)QiOBt an ^nish towns have. Chaco is very thinly inhabit- 
^excepting nt the time the *' Lima" ship arrives ; then th^ 
tfKk thither flrom all parts of the island, to purchase what 
^ttle matters they ^v^ant; and as soon, as ^at ia done, vetiiv 
to.tMr estancia^, or tarms. It was about the middle of De- 
oeB^ber«tbgis ship came in ; and the second of January, 1742-3, 
ireeml^aiked pn board of her. She was bound to Valparaiso, 
'^^otouttpsea with soo>e difiSculty, having been driven 
\^ i})e strei^gih of the .tide very near those sunken rocks men^ 
lioned b^o^. ^e found a great sea without; and as the 
lAlip^was.as deep as any laden collier, her de<dcs were con- 
tjnuaUy well washed. She was a fine vessel, of about two 
Jmndred and fif^ tons. The timber the ships of this countiy 
•J^.buflt of is excellent, as they last a prodigious time; for 
tb^y assured TUi thltt the vessel we were then in had be^n built 
above hviy years. The captain waa a Spaniard, and knew 
not the least of sea affairs ; the second captain, or master, the 
boatswain, and his mate, were all three Frenchmen, and very 
gopd aei^nen ; the pilot was a Mulatto, and all the rest of the 
crew were Indians and negroes. The latter were all slaves 
a»d stoat fellows; but never suffered to go aloft, lest they 
fl^MddiUl ov€;rb<^ftrd, imd the owners loae so much money by 
it. The Indians were active brisk men, and very good sea- 
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men for that cUmate. We had on board the head of Dm j^ralli^ 
as passenger. He and Captain Cheap were admitted into^ 
great cabin, and messed with the captain and chi^aui«. ^ 
for nsy we were obliged to rough it the whole passage; ^i^ll 
is, when we were tired we lay down upon the qnarter«4^c^ 
in the open air, and slept as well as we could ; but tiif t j^ 
nothing to us, who had been used to fare so much wotMi^,^ W^ 
lired well, eating with the master and boatswain, wii^. i^ 
ways had their meals upon the quarter-deck, and dranlcbmo^ 
at them as we do small beer ; and all thq rest of the day w^ 
smoking cigars. 

The fifth day we made the land four or five leagues to 4e 
southward of Valparaiso ; and soon alter falling calm, a gr^ 
western swell hurried us in very fest towards the shore. Jte 
dropped the lead several times, but had such deep water wp 
could not anchor. They were all much alarmed when we 
Jesuit came out of the cabin for the first time, having been sea- 
sick the whole passage. * As soon as he was informed of the 
danger, he went back into the cabin, and brought out ^ 
image of some saint, which he desired might be hung up in 
the mizen-shrouds ; which being done, he kept threateninp i^ 
that if we had not a breeze soon, he would certainly tiurow.H 
overboard. Soon after, we had a little wind from 9Stf^ 
land, when the Jesuit carried the image back with an aii;,iP|f 
great triumph, saying he was certain that we should not J^ 
without wind long, though he had given himself over fiat lost 
some time before it came. Next morning we anchored in iShe 
port of Valparaiso. In that part which is opposite to the fott, 
ships lay so near the land, that they have generally Hiree an: 
chors ashore, as there is eight or ten fathoms close to it; aiid 
the flaws come off the hills with such violence, that if it was 
not for this method of securing them, they would be bloi^ 
out. This is only in summer time, 'for in the winter noitfhs 
no ships ever attempt to come in here; the nortiieriy 
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tieii preVail, and drive in such a sea that they most soon be 

^ ^nhe Spanish captain w^aited upon the governor of the fort, 
nU informed him that he had four English prisoners on board. 
yfe were ordered ashore in the afternoon^ and were received 
tf wegot npon the beach, by a file of soldiers, with their 
tiiiyonets fixed, who surrounded us, and then marched up to 
fbe fort, attended by a numerous mob. We were carried be- 
fyre the governor, whose house was full of officers. He was 
Blind, asked a few questions, and then spoke of nothing but 
the strength of the garrison he commanded, and desired to 
know if we had observed* that all the lower battery w&s brass 
guns. We were immediately after, by his order, put into the 
condemned hole. There was nothing but four bare walls, ex- 
cepting a heap of lime that filled one-third of it, and made the 
place swarm with fleas in such a manner that we were pre- 
sently covered with them. Some of Admiral Pizarro's sol- 
diers were here in garrison that had been landed from his ships 
at Buenos Ayres, as he could not get round Cape Horn. A 
sentiners box was placed at our door, and we had always a 
soldier with his bayonet fixed, to prevent our stirring out. 
llie curiosity of the people was such, that our prison was con- 
tinually full from morning till night, by which the soldiers 
made a pretty penny, as they took money from every person 
for the sight. In a few days, Captain Cheap and Mr. Hamil- 
ton were ordered up to St. Jago, as they were known to be 
officers by having saved their commissions; but Mr. Campbell 
and I were to continue in prison. Captain Cheap expressed 
great concern when he left us ; he told me it was what he had 
all along dreaded, that they would separate us when we got 
{nto this country ; but he assured me, if he was permitted to 
speak to the president, that he would jxevesr leave soliciting 
faim till he obtained a grant for me to be sent i^> to hinu No 
sooner were they gope than we fiured very badly. A common 
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soldier^ who was ordered to provide for iw 1^ tiifi fomimi 
brougltt U9'each> once a day, a few potatoes imx6d wU ■pi' 
water. The other soldiers of the garrison^ as well. ilCwt 
people who flocked to see us, took notice of it> aiiA iKStf^p^ 
soldier it was cruel to treat as in tiiat manner. £Ed «Mii^)C 
was, " The governor allows me tnt half a real a diiy fj f fi'j d t 
of tiiese men ; what can I do ? It is he that IstO hUtayVf 
am shocked every time I bring them tiiis^scaa^ pWii „ 
though evein that could not he provided for ^emimey hk'j^SSd 
them.** We fhnn this time lived much b6tfef, and tite talfer 
brought usvven wine and fruit. We took it M gfaat^'ltiK 
our cat^had been represented to tile governed, aUd tittt llAliCt 
i nc re as ed our pay; As to the ilrst, we were right in ^o<ur Ui? 
jeetures; it' had been mentioned to him, thatit^ras&b'poaflll^ 
wecoidd'iiabsistonwhat^hd all(jw^; and hui idiiWi^lli'li 
was,' that we might starve, for we should have no mitr^HHHk 
him^ and that he b^e ved hd should never be rdj^t kfv^ M# 
This chaontaUe speech of the governor wAs m4de kdi^ 
everywhereyandnow almost every one who came to in^lfifl' 
gave us something; even the mule drivers wduld take' odf 
their tobacco pouch, in whidi they kept tiieir money, and ^1i# 
us half a real. All this we would have giv^ to our noWe^ 
but he nevOT would receive a farthing from us, tetting us Ivte 
might still WMit it ; and the whole titne we wt^re Ihere, ^tvt^ 
was some weeks, he laid aside half his daily pay to supply tm^ 
though he had a ]wifeand six children, and never could hate 1l£' 
least hope ov expectaiion of any recompense. Hdwever, til^ 
years after tins, I had the singular pleasure of making him sonle 
reftum, when my circumstances w^re much better than his<«- 
One night, when we were locked'tip, there happened a SrMi^ 
M shockof an eaHhquake. We expected' every momaiittif 
roof and walls of our prison ix> fall in upon nsVmid'crusfa'W 
totpieeesf and what^ added to tiie horror oMt Iras, the 0Si& 

of 'chaias and impMoations is ik^ next prison Wliioh j^i&MriT 

..,,.. .1.^1,..- ,../■.->••/". JUL :ii 
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ovn^;irbeve tiiere were nearly geveniy felony heavily loaded 
'vtfi|k'ii^8> ^hO are kept here to work upon the fortifications, 
al^ill othei* conntries they are condemned to the gallies. A fe^ 
dugrm after this^ we were told an order was come from the pre- 
aidljbt to the governor to send us np to St. Jago, which is nmety 
xnimfroin Valparaiso, and is the capital of Chili. There were, 
atf&iB time, several ships in the port from Lima, delivering. 
thj^, cwrgoes ; so that almost every day there were large droves 
of|ii|iiles going up to St. Jago with the goods. The governor 
aeifct Kr one of the master carriers, and ordered him to take us 
upi with him. The man asked hiin how he was to he paid bur 
e:]q^8es, as he should be five days upon the road. The go- 
vernor told hini he might get that as he could, for he would 
noi^^vance him a single farthing. After taking leave of our. 
friendly soldier, who even brought us some little matters to 
cany witli us, we set out, and travelled about fourteen mile^ 
the'ftnlt day, and lay at night in the open field, which is al- 
-wa^ i^ custom of these people, stopping where there is 
pUlotty of pasture and good water for the mules. The next 
motoing, we passed over a high mountain, called Zapata ; and 
thstk 6ro8ffing a large plain, we passed another mountain, very 
difRcult for the mules, who each carried two heavy bales: 
there were above a hundred of them in this drove. The mules 
of Chili are the finest in the world ; and though they are con- 
tiniudfy upon the road, and have nothing but what they pick 
up at nights, they are as fat and as sleek as high-fed horses in 
England. The fourth night, we lay upon a plain in sight, of 
St. Jago^ and not above four miles from it. The next day, as 
we moved towards the city, our master carrier, who was na- 
txSfJlf well disposed, and had been very kind to us all the 
vri^ upon the road, advised me, very seriously, not to think of 
renudning in Si. Jago, where he said there was notMng but 
exii«.Tagance, vice, and folly, but to proceed on with them as 
muU. driver, whicli he sa^d I would soon be very expert at; 
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and that they led an innocent and ha{^ li^ far prclijiaU#ii 

any eiyoyment such a'great city as that befene.as covid 

I thanked him, and told him I was very moch old%ed 

but that I would try the city first, and if I did iwt iaBBi%4|| 

would accept the offer he was so good to make mew ~' 

that gave him this high opinion of me was, liiat m 

been so civil to us, I was very <^lcious in assisting .t» 

those mules that strayed firom the rest upon those 

we passed over ; and this I thought was ^ least I «Qtf duio 

towards making some return for the oldigatioiis ve . ^vcie 

under to him. > 

When we got into St. Jago, the carrier delivered iw4a iks 
captain of the guard, at the palace gate; and he soon- after 
introduced us to the president, Don Joseph BCanso, who re- 
ceived us very civilly, and then sent us to ttie house irheie 
Captain Cheap and Mr. Hamilton were. We found theai*«K- 
tremely well lodged at the house of a Scotch i^ysieiaa, rnktm 
name was Don Patricio Gedd. This gentlemen bsd been a 
long time in this city, and was greatly esteemed by ilie 
Spaniards, as well for his abilities in his profession, as, bis ^- 
mane disposition. He no sooner heard that there weire Jsnr 
English prisoners arrived in that country, than he waited ^^fm 
the president, and begged they might be lodged at bisjkoivis- 
This was granted ; and bad we been his own brol&eni^tiiie 
could not have met with a more friendly reception ; ai»d.4¥te 
two years that we were with him, his constant study W4a4^ 
make every tbiog as agreeable to us as possiblev . .We 
were greatly distressed to think of the expense he VSS 
at upon our account ; but it was in vain for us to 
with him about it. In short, to sum up his 
in a few words, there never was a man of % morje. m- 
tensive humanity. Twojor three days aft^ our lurftvalr ^ 
president sent Mr. Campbell and me an invitatiim ^il» #se 
with him, where we were to meet admiral Pizarro and idl his 
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!Qiliir«»a omA (rtrote upon um, mw%hMd. not a^y 

\§kiomfp9Kt^y Mftd 4Ui«d not reliifle tiie iavitilkm. 

i jhsff ft SpanitkoiiisevbeloDffiBg to Admiral Pizarro'a 

^ whose nasie wm Doa Murael do GKiiror^ came and 

n^M an ofBer^ two tlioaiaBd ddlani. TMs seneroiief^- 

:aiaad amdo itm olfer witlioQt any view of ever being repaid^ 

i W> parely HWi of a eompaaaioiiate motive ofielievingnainoQr 

* p aatnt diatmw. We letarned Inmall the a<daiowledgmenii 

iia>«aoommop generovs bdiavionr merited, and accepted of 

: wbt hmdred doUai* only, v^n ys receiving our draft for that 

. •am upon the English consal at Liabon. We now got pva^ 

ai^vea decently -dotiied after tiie Spanish fiishion; and af we 

Wcfe >»p o n our paiole, we went oot where we pleased to di- 

vertowsel^s. 

'Hdsi^ is siteated in about 33 d^rrees and 30 minntes, 
aoothrlatiMtey at the west foot of the immense chain ofmoon** 
tiiina^ esUed ^ €ofdi1leras. It stands on a plain of above 
^bMf lesifnes extent It was Ibnnded by Don Pedro de Bal- 
-tfvio^ the ocmqaeror of ChiH. The plan of it was marked oat 
by kim in sqaMes, like lima; and almost every house be- 
toilging to people of any ihshion, has a large court before it, 
'Willi great gates, and a garden behind. There is a little rivu* 
M^'«eatly faced with stone, runs through every street; by 
Wh&9hihey can cool the streets, or water their gardens, whan 
Hieyplease. Hie whole town is extremely well paved. Their 
•ffaideosan Ml of noble orange-trees, and iioripondies, with 
aM sorts of flowers, which pertone the houses, and even the 
mhol9 eily. Much about Ihe middle of it, is tiie great square, 
mIMi PiacaBeal, or the Boyal Square ; there are eight avenues 
loading into it. The west side contains the caihedral and the 
Urfioirs palaoe ; ^ north side is Ihe president's palace, tiie 
ffoyid^ooni^ the eouncU house, and tiie prison; the south side 
ia«row of piaaias, the whole length of which are shops, aod 
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fiU^ %<MLBMl>doiigfiiir to ^le«f dte(tett9RriM'MMb 
4M€le is itt lii»9e fcMil^, in^fl&li tm^ Mrin. n» 
Inrve/Hor geueM/oifly a ]|fi^iuidioer, upM newMM 
^tUfbt eaiNlft^pi«lee« ; bl^ tbdy i&ite a IrittitkoiM 
9l>e diivatOm are rich t^ g]lttDgr> ihi W6ll tfa k flal»rii#=tf 
tteJ^Miiis in ii^ckoii^ aneiccedtoiggoiaall^fede^f li iJilllgMlrf; 
totit^tetu^foolii^hlfoSlirforaeoQ^ iUlifddfrtofMI- 

qaAtes, li^ wbere it baa f)f«qn^<ly !H^p«a9d tfas^thovitfili 
<^ people iiavebetn swi^oweA i^ at <mee. '^thtm te « IM, 
or raiSier higb rock, «t liie east dde of tie d#f, frtht^lit. 
lAicta, lh>iii tbe top of wMdi y(fa have a Tie^ ^ att Hie^eilf, 
idld ^ eottiiiary itbi^Qt ibr mafi^ teagifea, iS^rd^ a marf"^ 
lightfiil landscape. Their eetancias, or coun^jr l >ott i »/ «re 
i^ery ifeasant, haviaf geoeraily a fine fWre vf 4Av» tibes, 
With large vineyards to them. 'Ihe €1dli liHae, In «Q^^fAieB, 
fs ftdl as good as Madeira, and made in inch qnaatfUee IkNitt 
is sold extlremely cheap. The soil of this country iiHM ftrtlle, 
that the husbandmen have Very little troiAle; ibrthi^do4wt 
th a manner scratch up the gromid, afeid ^/ithout any'maiiii^it 
yields a hundred fbld. Without doubt ihe wheat of CtiM is 
the finest in tihe world, and ihe fruits are all exoelleiit la IMr 
kinds. Beef and mutton are so cheap, that you maylritvi^ia 
good cow for three dollars, and a fat sheep for two tfd ii igs . 
fheir horses are extraordinary good ; and liiough some oflMi 
gb it a great price, you may have a very good ohiB't&r'fmt 
dollars, or about eighteen shillings of 6ur money. It mast 
bcf a very poor Indian who has not his four or five hoMes ; ttd 
there are no better horsemen in ihe world than the CfiflmiiB; 
and that is not surprising, for they never choose to go ar k/m- 
dredyaxds on foot. Tl^y always have %esf lassb fiftel4o 
liiMi^saddle: the l&sso is a long thong iof leatfier, at^Ae m§^ 
wfckfhi^liudEe^M^lidingnddse. R Is of m6te^ eismA^0 f ^ 
ihem than any weapon whatever; for with tiiis fbefiaewae 
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OtiWrfiiiing hHh«f4iflrie ^ w3i l!^n> i^ofi iiill gaUop; 1^ kny 
iilf Mmj pieme. Their hones are all traiaed to this, sndiiie 
they ftMl the thong atraitened, as the other end is al- 
«ade &8t to the saddle, the horse immediately turns 
^iMii^ aiid *tkM»wiiig tiie beast liras caught, the huntsmen 
"^wrmxaiSiB or secures him in what manner he thinks proper. 
ISmn^^wfie are so dexterous, that ^ey will take from iiie 
f pi ya nd a glove or handkerchief, while liieir horse is upon full 
W^sMtif and I have seen them jump upon the back of iiie 
*f«i)^te«t 1kiU> jund all the efforts of the beast could not throw 
tiMBi. l%i» eountry produces all sorts of metals ; it is famous 
lar-'gold. Silver/ iron, tin, lead, and quicksilver; but some of 
Umbo Hi^ do not understand working, especially quicksilver. 
Witii ooppw th^ supply all Peru, and send, likewise, a great 
4efil to Bnrdpe. Hie climate of Chili is, I believe, the finest 
JM. 4ie world. What th^ call their winter does not last three 
mtxo^^ ; and even that is very moderate, as may be imagined 
feiJP'tiieir manner of building, for they have no chimneys in their 
iMnnws. All the rest of the year is delightful ; for though from 
i«n or eleven in the morning till five in the afternoon, it is very 
hot> yet the evenings and mornings are very cool and pleasant ; 
flmd ia the hottest time of the year, it is from six in the even- 
iflg till two or three in the morning, that the people of this 
opiiBtry meet to divert themselves with music and other en- 
tertainments, at which there is plenty of cooling liquors, as 
titoy are well supplied with ice from the neighbouring Cordil- 
leras. - At'these assemblies, many intrigues are carried on ; fp^ 
'^y think of nothing else throughout tUe year. Their fa^- 
daagoes are very agreeable ; the women dance inimitably well, 
and very gracefully. They are all bom with an ear for music, 
taoA most of them have delightful voices ; and aill play u^n 
tb» giiitar and barp. The latter, at first, appears a very aiyk- 
ward instrument for a woman ; yet that pr^udice is soon ^pt 
over^andiikey far excel aiiy other nation upon it. They are 
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c(xti«p<^ QQ4Dsptoifi|»t and pdifle; 
pi$,j, dance^ or magf^ey do it/«vithoii^aino 
and ^t with an exceeding good ^Eraee*' Tb^y-tene ^ 
figoie-dancea; bat wlutt they take xrai^ d^ii^f ia^ 
Uke our horapipas than anything else I em fi wwpaif l 
and npon these occaaion they ahew aarimHig-«etlig:^« ' 
women are renuurkably h an daome, and v^^l 
their dxiei8.c Their hair^ which ia as ^qek aa 
conccftved^ they wear of a vast length, wi^iont aagr i 
nanent upon the head than a few ftowera; theyflait il^li 
in ibnridaita, and twist than roond a bodki%AtMniLi 
"ifrhich ia a diamond rose^. Their ahifis araall. ovw Ims, wmm 
a little light waistcoat they wear over iton. Their-^ettieMN 
ajQ.Qp^n before, and lap oyer, and have comaneply toee K^trg 
ofjv^ei^^rich lace x>f goldojrjiU]^^ In wint^, their ha^nasidr 
upper waistcoafof clo tRl^^ pld or silver, and in nnwinw^ «f 
the finest linen, covered all overwSElEel&aeat Flajadnni law 
The sleeves of these are immensely wid^* Ovte alltiiia».«tai 
the air is cool, they have a mantle, which is only of ba|F|^.af • 
the finest colours, round which there is i^ondanoeaC laaibT 
Wh^n they go abroad, they wear a veil, which ia so omtiifs^'^ 
that one eye is only seen. Their feet are very small^ afMl flmy 
value themselves as much upon it as the Chinese dn. :^iyir^ 
shoes are pinked and cut ; their stockings silk, witii gnlilain^ 
<^ nlver clocks; and they love to have the ei^ of an enSsSBBilifr- 
garter hang a little below the petticoat. TImjii hiiisiaiaBf 
shoulders are very naked ; and, indeed, you may eas^ diso^pt 
their whole shape by their manner of dress. Th^ hk'n §m^ 
sparkling eyes, ready wit, a great deal of good natm^ ^^ 
strong disposition to gallantry. I *^ : ^ 

By the description of one house you have an idea sif.all 4ittr 
rest. You first come into a laige courts on one aide, of whisk 
is the stable: you then enter a hall; on one aide of tii^ km 
large room, about twenty feet wide, and owforigrftetkiv: 
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I diW g tti ^ n ff i lliin i uBh - -tl^ e8tra4&% V7lfttford;ild^ imd 
^wmms ^db^ mtkxiB ab^yve fte-io^bn^hd is covered' witkcaipett 

iililiiiilit MiMiAi ftrtiAtt,--.<hr6«i-le|fged. -Thecteiwfbr'ftit 
mii^asvlNiYtMttd «^9^|yrin«ed 1eft«her. At-eire end of ilm eti^ 
twi ig j Bww 4i! aii4d6(»^/^in4ieT^iilie bed Irtands ; and tbere lii 
Mml^Ainm ^(CMit^ iktf tshdets liangiHgoat, with a profttdoti 
oNnp^io Hmn; and 1%e luraie- on lii^ pflldwi^. Tbeybave a 
it&lbe^alcovey wMoli sotnetimes in veiy eonv^ent. 
ai«^geMtiA]^ two otker room8> one wilil&ittDO- 
iter4 aad 1^ kitob^tf and other 6ffiee# are detached fhom ^e 
hiWiyrtttor atone^lde^^r i^ end bf Ihe garden. 

^Ito im^Haac ay^ Ibi^ 0f • lotving^ their MnliBitto fbm^Te * fllav^ 
di MM Bd > hnai t liC w^ «m th^aieelves in cvef3rreflpeet> exclipt- 
199 jBmk^Htt. wUdi they iodnlge theinseUTs to the tttmbst 
Pafagni^ tea^ which the^ cM matte, as I 
belittle^ ia i^waya drank iwiee a day:— this is 
btiaiiffht viptm a laiige silver salver, with ibnr legfs raised ni>on 
ii^^a iteem^ a Httle c^ made out of a small calabash, or 
gteH^-aad ^{^led wiih silver. l%ey put the hcfrb first ifito 
lilM^Jaiid/add whSElsn^ar they j^ease, and alit<46orantejniei»; 
vAMai^ pour hot wvter en them, and driiik It immediately, 
coiLvto3raiioe of along silver tube, at the: end of 
liaarooadstraiaer^to prevent the herb gettb^^ 
thiMgiiv^ And here it is reckoned a piece of politeness for the ' 
laf^Mvandctheta^two or three times first, and iben giv6 
it^tiie atnmger to dtit^ withont wiping it. 

^Slagr eat^evytblng so highly seasoned with ted pepper, 
that those who are not used to it, upon the fin*t motifhfhl 
wml^liimlifiiif thrir throatn on firefbr an hour afterward ; dnd 
it 4Kueir*oeuiiioir custom here, though you have the greatest 
plsntgr act- yaw -ownitable, tobave two or three Mulatto girls 
conwiB at .tlie4iiii»yott4ine, bringing, in a little silver plate. 
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iome of tiiBse higfa-gma ono d iag»ntB> witb » < 

Doxma gach-a-cme, who deiires you 'will c#t n 

what 0he has spat you ; which must hQ dose 1 

latto'ft &C0, or it woidd be deeuied ^ gr^ftt iflNld^ 

l:M9en the fiuhion at Chiioe, we should never h»:n'( 

b:at sometimes here weooold have wished ISm 

cwmiitted. Thepresidentneverasked-aiiyi^usaf 

to his table* He expected us once afiniiBJliAt ie^iie 

levee^ which we never failed ; and he alwity» leeeividd vii^iiy 

politely. He was a man of very amiable charaetor^ i 

respected l^ everybody in Chili, and so«ie tiine 

that country, was appointed viceroy of Poruw WeiMld te W» i 

whenever we asked it, to make an ^ccuteion mto i 

for ten or twelve days at a timer wMi^ wedidi 

a. very pleasant spot belonging to Don iomfk 9«a(Me^%l 

gofttlonan, and a very semiUei weti^lmed ma%wte4lsAi 

ried a y^y agreeable lady of St. Jago, wltii'a ve 

tone. We also some^nes had invHatitos from ttd i 

to tbmr country houses. We luid a nmtn^Knis ac<yMigtSila»ii 

Ihe city, and in gooeral reo^ved many civilities i 

habitants. Tbere are a great many people of «1 

veiy good liunilies from Old Spain settiedhsm AimipUmM 

next dDor to us, whose name wae Doma Rpamrisea'QiaBfcii 

and as my name soundsd someliiing Hke it^ dbe woold 1 

tiiat we were Parientes. She had a dasigiiteiv a ^ 

young woman, who both played and sung remarkably :inft< 

she was reckoned the isest voice in St; Jiigo. ' Th oyis aw a i 

great deal of company, and we were welcome ie 

wtenever we pleased. We were a long time in this-< 

but we passed it rety agreeably. The piesideat alsbe goevwiiii 

four hcmies to his coach; bnt^ commmi v^at^htmrnma^ 

adi, or kind of vis-a-vis, drawn by one mule eidyi BuM fnaiaB 

are a conmion ctivermon here, and iHxif to sitfpass ■iijijjii^l 

of that kind I evar saw at Lisben, or imywhwrtiTfto AaimA, 
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flfMk tii%Miii» It m aliwuyii. done hn^ hy tium opl^f who 
4AnF.ii(iMlj^.fe>##i6r^ifttoo dangeroasto be pnMstised a4 
^HifmaatkrM 9^ proof of wMch^ it is found, that thoogk loma 
'> f Wl IliJAoftt .logger tiiaii others^ there arp lew wh9 coQa1^ti|F 
p i)i otiwil i<» liiKt^ die a natiural d^th. The. l^nlU a^. alwajr^ 
tliS^^HldMfeJtofc'^au be brought in from the mooataina ^ 
fm0t^9^ hmr^ nothing on their horns to prevent their piertr. 
ijfc fcin th6:ftoit0te03Ee9 aa they hafve at Liiibox^ I.have w^ 
i^when the boll came at him w^ththe xifxtu^tpxrif, sppaii^ 
[y. oviar the beaat's beadi a94 p^orm th^i U^ ^ ^al 
aaA aihlaatjoamijon hia l^^d^ a^4 there tip a. jonaid^ 
alha-^lDia/the bi#tha whole ^^le.att^opptiiigQvegf meai^a.^ 
liimliii hint 9ai teae^ thin^^n-aatltioQec vaf iq|aaen^i||gt 
m mmA am i i i i laa t u h e p f nu ed'White I waa 1^eye» Th^if^di^^ 
UilMifiiaiilii'ate alwafg dnised aa fine aa f^Miki^-^mi, I 
jaAiM^oberadMred thant^ i^ix§^an)f«9mif^ 
a ei^ii^liMii'QAa.ahlMM t^ic^. wgfl^ ili;Ly^ fhfll^ 
iaiollMr ali1oma»t foriheladiaahei^ai^^ iCibp.9|gh)(|^ 
afliie CT ga e atpi a tfi ii irp i i wlmm^tim^i g^M^ntr^e^^d.; a|^ a|^p 
tha ir ami i Hi e / ^tmmt be laio«rn^ they a«iW.tlM¥elre# tj^dJii^ 
lit i^ptopla^teNdi tt th».«ii<|ialer W ia done ait ^r. Wir. 
^Midee.. Gkiaiaii|ht in Lentil ai Iwaa^ataadinf c]p0(v»toJA» 
haii i U MT'the fW Kie it to n wort bp^-«ad hay^ nothing ,bn|« 
iiiiiiliaiiiniial «fn oofter a^- cMiky and ba|i|wni»gcto hay« jBag: 
aiHi ont^ a lady came by, and gave a pij^ viUh to gooAj^ 
#i%«*t I «Q«glii eha had Mem tbe.pieoe^oiit|.«nd# uOead, 
I aa a rie d Hie atmriw tor a loi^ time after* I dorstnoiittaka 
ti»4aa»t«atace of 4hia at the tisM ; for had I aMMleanf diatf rUn 
aiee^iiiMaldhavebeenlmockadonthehead. Thialuod lad|i 
tenedMMy after BKxed with tiie crowd* and I noreK^oald 
fladeaiwhohadAmeiaethat &vam^ I hara wte 4% or 
aMf pMBleaAalldkiwkig tteae pfoeeagktt8;,th^ w^ 

1r^,altet«aitt tait^inAiiighQapa o£tt» 
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two smallholet for iMr egres ; bo Ihut ihcy.-i MU iWi!imL>W i ifo! 

Tlieirl»cki«reb«re>4aid^beylMb thelMe)M» wilk A iHftS^ir 

Bsne^tailstill the loagr trmin beUnd is €Oirnni^ ^ t i <i tl i t > fc » 

Othen foUow them witii ft«ftt ^Mkvy orofliM «|MiA^^^ 

■0 tbat iliej groaii imder the weight M^iejr "walkhMtMM^ 

aad often haut «wmy. The •t»tl» •wtrm watMliw iltMJtmL 

dyferantorden* The prandent lias alwi^^ 

palace regularly doibed. Ike.reat of i^ liMOaii 

aiHttiai wlio are munenme. .^v.,,.. .^^4^ 

All Eorepeangoodi are vevy dear* JbigAiib olotk* ol^ 
tam or ifteen sMIlnga a ynd, adla tiian ibr t6li«r 
doHafs; aad every other artide in propcnrtioii. 'W&^fofwAi 
flMiny fipaniardi here Hiat had been taken, hy 
Aneen, and had been for aome time prieon tt i 
''Centurion.** Theyallq[KdceinthiiihiglwitterQMQr.JlfanU«t 
treatment they had received; and it is aatand *o imnin»n 
that it waa chiefly owing to that landaMeexampto of hiimaMliri-. 
onr reception here waa bo good* They had newrted ^swgik'l 
thing bat privateers and hncaneera amongatitiiBm bellnniartai 
handled theffprieonera very realty: ao thafeihe ripauiarffiMf I 
gwimli both of fero. and GhiH^ ^ad ibe graataat^dnhd JfJ 
befaig taken by the Enidirii; bnt some of them told. «,iiha*« 
itey weee ao happy on board the ^ GantuiM^'* tiwtatkiar 
ahonld not have been Sony if the commodeie had WMifilHiif) 
with Um to JBngland. . :•. 9am 

. Alter we~had been here aome time^ Mr. OiaapMI 
Ina religion^ and of course kft ns« Attiie mkiii tm& 
tte president sent ^r ns, and informed as^ a FreMk4ahi|^'' 
fooin Lima, bound to Spain^ had pot. into ywlpawiaoV'iHrt* 
that we should embaricin her. Alter .takiag'lenm;ofifllfer' 
good, friend Mr. Qedd^ and all our acgnaintaTe iitr0|p» 
JagOy WB set out for Valparaiso, moles and a gfnde being psa* t 
videdforns. Ihad forgot to aay before^ tiMt CapliiniSMq^ 
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i rite^id')^^ pr««i4eiit six reak a i$y, fM wehaif 
tM|i|^ diff'ttMdBleiiaiMe the i«iioIe thne we Treie sidt. Sngo^ 
wBdl^iioBif iwUMrup a« w* wantcdtt. Oar joiirneylw* 
mioflMdf fieMHUiter titan we fbend itwlwn we w#re lint 
hiM i ^Mt Uiher, aa wrhi^ now no nmtee 4io drire. ^e irtt 
prtrtto t 1MI#»4|^ oer e^nmee into Yalparako/ wai^ ^epoor 
w^lftrif^itfiiltoeAttoBed4aliai%beenBQMndi»n8wliOT 
wM^tepMMaedlBtlie'forft I bow madeMm a^Me presenty 
wMfli^ M-H ^oame quite naexpeetecl^ itode Bim Yeiy^lif^ypy. 
We iO€k lodgings tiU the ship was ready to-ealf^and diverted 
omMft reB^swepleirted^ ha^Dg 1^ good 9ortQSi€, al^tbis ilme> 
im^mm nolMatig to do witli the goverfier or Ma IWrt.- tM 
tdwtt >l8>4Mt a poor little place^ tiiero are, indeed^ a good 
BNOQ^MrtiHvalMmaes^biiilt 1^ the wat^r^de 4^ tile reception Of 
gosilBNtaiitf tlie al(ippnig« 

-ttMbtt^hl^dOtbof Boeember, 1744, we emblMrked -on board 
tiv^ftfejfsf^'^&rigate^ banging to St. Malo. She wasa-iMp^ 
o M b arlnm died and - twenty toii9, sixteen gnn«, and sixty men: 
l^|i4i*4^aeveral 'paas^ngerg on bocird ; and amongst tiieiesty 
Boit^i6^oi99 Joan, a man of very saperior i^illtiee (and shl^ 
tlat<tMne-wdl known in England,) who with Xkm Antonia 
ttto^ladt beenjervend years intern, upon a design of mea-^ 
B$mtag some depves of the meridian near iih» equator. We 
wpmfc now*- bonad to Conception, in order to join three other 
riwlii iliip* that were likewise bonnd home. As this was a^^ 
time of the year when the sooiherly win^ prevail npon ^i# 
oeiiet> wn stood off a long way to the westward, making tbe 
iskad of Joan Fernandez. We did not get iato the bay of 
GoDoepfioB till the- 6th of January, 1745, where we andiored 
at*^almigitaDa, and there firand tiie '^ Lonis Erasme,?* the 
'^liartpiis D'Amfem^" and the '' DelivTanee," the three FrencH 
fll^slihatwe .were to accompany. It is bnt sixty leagnee 
frant Yidparatflo to Ooiicepftion> tfaong^ we had been so loofr 



d by Google 



398 HjkMSLkwivm of s^ex 

jpiOdiig itvui iMiBagei bat tiwro is Aa t^eMuMT-iW 

■hQi«^ againslt the tovtto^, windy wfakb p##:jtoi4%:i^mrii 

MMio% as jKm are 8id:e to have a li0»oiiar^»i^«i||HMi||t 

fttokeal^ way.of makuicra passage ista st a ^i a^ l i 

aod tiranty or tbirty leagiies fiwa the laad. - *«:.< ijik^ 

Tb* bay c^ Ckmoeption is a krgey %ie bi^ rt^fb»«aii 
i^Diataiaity aad ^ndy two gsood .aaacbems ptoM^ I 
fbq^nay apckog wittan a gnartw ofaJeayq^af^HituiiKt 
but tbis only HI tbeircory fine movtiis^ asyoalay^siiniHimJia^i 
ll» best' avcbonsff place is Talcagaaua^ tbe» 
pmi^' of 4^ bay» in five or six fathom-wate*, 
pionnd, aad where you are sbtitered froai tjw i anwili iiij m ijifc 
13m» town, has no other d^JEmqe bat a low battNy, ^viicii mi§ 
fammtads the- ai^eioxuig i^ase before ii» llieiceaalrHai M* 
tnraaely pleasant, and affinrds tiie greatsstpMty^pasiHriWi 
of all kinds; In s^ne exooraioBs we Biad<»>dailyJNtt'tMii> 
gmma, wesawgreatmunb^i^of very lar|re «uli»^- bM^^ 
vme ifiU^ i^y were quite harmless. I hav^reMiiMa^tenMr 
aGoeantB of €hffi> by the jeenits, wfan«in they tell yen i 
venoniMis (feature b to be foand in it, and^baMhi^ : 
made tiie experiment of brii^9 bugs hmrj TrhfrfhittniUmiw' 
dia%, but I never was in any place that swamed wMttHitt 
so mudi as St. Jago, and they hwe &lai«espiderltot^ wtais 
bite is so ven<«iious, that I have seen fi<otn;it 8oaM Oftbamiit 
i^ooking sights I ever saw m my life ; and it osrtaMrfn^jM 
suHrtal, if proper remedits are not applied ki^ime. IwasfiMK 
bii»by one im theeheek, vdnlst aaleep, and ^esendf-afbuyitt 
that part of my face toned as ^ack as hak. I twai duM^ 
tiie a^dv^a^n of a bhash kind of stone <^^ ^ab»fpsAkff, 
they eall the sevpen^stone, in ^le East Iiidies, an^'wlidl^ Is 
ftoomposttion.) The stone i^ck Ibr soAie tnte^ itMirdft 
my faee, and dropping off, was put into milk till it had^igH^ 
tad the peison it had extracted^ and then ^f^ed'i^a^*^ 
tiie pain abated, and I was soon afterwards well. IfHilst tte 
ships remained at Conception, the people were emj^oyed ^ 
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MkM|» a&d iheip M iMt 4Mp 
4iiaik«UUi0iAra«i hitrmg wmj^iiUii thefar hwnmm M^ 

|ii^«ft«#4Vtey4ttig8«#iiilei]ilbipwwd, M;m lanr^ Huur 
«Wilfe wtoiiiiJ6Gpi&ili«9^of 910^1119 it watoat Mtnmiiig Hin 
|igi^Mi!llg1rtiwii»fartait&ByoiwlAooai»Mife jbiooafiivly 

¥lkl]|teite^]roq[)io9aU Inndii at tint pvaiiijili^ Mi 
•IL miTOT«r» aa It lia|^«»B^ Hatf 

n, «bd vi»di Mrtanily.^oiild/liihra.l)^mbrildie 

^«» goffiol^ ^rt^ thegr liffhtvied the sbip tera^.vteik 
Hwiiihlifehfertyitoatfagriia ftcyaiae at thelwlk^ whtdiiiai 
flMMIb|p«i. Tfaeji^eaU the ^^^patdft poasiUe iii oaf^s. 
yftHivirt i& ^initer agaiiii WMli^ ftt ValpaMifts^ we hiukmt^ 
jfjJWBiiwt TMlent ahoeks of an ear&qaaJbe ^bat w&h^etm 
Iriiyvt iCki tiiefint^Musch we j^tif to aaa agait^liie i 
Mw«te»^iir.advaattd fi>r|NUHniii^ ifilhk . Xhe: 
dii^^ira weeli ta jm i^vaacd of a qaart:i£ wafer a 4ay pt 
lMlK<aliai$ wbi^ oonliwMid the wiekf panuige. WS uraiH 
<lMii<ni jtoitaiid a ioag way to. the weat^ard; aad.'^iieBt M 
jtiieitKiiih ward 'Of Juan FenMoidel^ above adegme^befoiewa 
lM<ft wM tiiai we could make any aoutfainff with» On H^ 
Imkiimiitd latitade ^ m dei^i«e8» we met wM a rMBoH 
IWI^ildd H^ weely irMch obliged ae to Ue to mider a fHeM 
i a ntanii for aeitie di^ ; andbefeiie we 9oi reand tl»€iqiaf 
^artf ttlidonaiy hanl §ldea> with a pro^gieaa eea and ^^Minatili^ 
^jieiiitowfi, afad after heii% BoloDginaodeiightfol^fliiMaie 
«l Qhilii lfae«ild was almost ittBU|qportab)e. ikiber doabHag 
fiM i^^i we igoi iHit alowly to tbe northwvirdi ai^^ »« 
da^di.aliiiiie beit of timee^ the ah^ nevet wexlt atxnne ant 
kOBtl^ to':abi^ waa a Imtty-gQing thing* On. ihe 2Slik dt 
Ifnyowd^QEOiKdiiie line^ when ftodifit that ctar "tniElir 



d by Google 



M9 HmmMmm^mtf mm 



n 




%viMriBi»M «• til* ovmnite, wU^ i*Q*i 

iMi4^toiwttt«r ta^tte-irfttwiMEa, it awit liipiii twi 

ijinMiauwiMHitwrtiii 




• a» tey art «o jwti iQfiitar^ «id(»4 

^vo BMidt tb*t idaad; to that ht wm* 
» 1m4 iMmhMtled flii9«sk tbtGNtnaaOto^ 

ii^iBade. It«rft»iiowi!Molreito0»bet«Mi1 
B&tto Jiioo,«ii* 8t Doniiagol(wftH^gm«pfi)i»4h 

and aboftt .ten o^ekMdc, as I wjta waUHig te i 
Cai^lKiA CbeiH^ eame out of tfaa oabui> aai'ti^v 
jnit«0«BaJbeef-ban»lg<9lqrtfaesfa4^$ tka|r;jhi|j«rafl < 
lMitlMkefybe«ntlMro3»iovtflMardi«Bd ti m lJto ^wonMi Wpt l 
«i^ wa^nr )ir«L«aw aa JBofiwIt^mMr beferaloiliri ^JtJJWt 
]Mlf«ah<HuralbMr| we aaw tpregail ta lawpard»4PBi > < |ff ^i » 
^pia«te»4eok; f<Nr tbey kepi bo took out fironatiiaiMnA'te^ 
^aad Via preteiitiy otanred tiwy were in daMa <if aai{ B» 
Sta^ an(l 8pamar4a <m boatd^ now begaa^ pow\»;«aaA 
da^ alarmed, wtai it fell etark calm; but^^notaMlm^^t 
^pv bad aeaittd na ao aradi^ that w« plairfy iiacenad^^Ha 
to be English Bian-<^-war} the o«a a twor|o«bi%i tht^Mr 
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i«h^. HiBi J^mA Iwid worn 1t ^f U», wimr^ 

ttfirll0oiii«^ for the frtd of tli» itaidnEiii 

I aM4wiid boiwMi te two Waadi. In ^ 
k bnese ipwfig fq(»^ wd ^ni»'flliqiw4 A oowio 00- 
MNli«B^. noftico d^ liod It p w Nat i l y ^ f te w ogai , ooi 
Ant Ni»tr -ovny -M^ on booxd gft«i 
inB^:4iieioftiMM irano.4Mi3r ia thrir c » bi»> iWit 
-vfaiil ivM ttoot vmMUo, #10 0191111^ 
«i wamasy ei thosi onio to me wi^ 
HM^ma^ ofl gold, &9tkiskg I ironld^tote thom, oa-tlMgr 
Mi tejrtad «i«di Bitii^ I ihoidd l^ewit hy iimm,iffmm 
«nyK^ir«iii ^^ie(}ttm«tod ldtl^ tim ^ooe Ibal iteoed ^Mi. 
P%il&^ 4iMi: UttM ^rao th&e eaoiigk, tk»i^ I ii#o«li 
iM9»^«0lli «s^ onioly tokaa as if ti» SaglM Imt \mm 
outaod. A ftio ttooidigkt iflght ^oomo os, oai 
r^mrf vmamt to we tbo MpB akmgMdo of 10; 
^«Mr iKrtl^ dT.tbem in Utte nigH ind to o«r fVMt 
^ 4tt tile mormng 110 dl^ weio to bQ oe«i from 
. Hmm didtiieietwoeniizeTrloietvoofttw 
byaotoluuriiigan faoorortwoldDger. Tktft 
' two inMlimii of doUan on 1ioaid> bemdes a voIol- 
Mto^oii^.i^ ^ the eifl^tb, at six ia ite iiHriBaig> ve^mm 
MP^^iipe Ur (atmage ; i^nd^ what is mny rett«ritiaMe> tii» 
l>Mri^4tt €bpe Wrmaom ixM aaaHerwaTds Ihat waa^ oeif 
ttiQr^^Bl09P^iver reaienlwred ainee ^m war, tet ilifi Cape had 
tmt <Kiiwl oao or two Kagliah privateenr crokmg Off it; 
mi bat 4» ataaiBg h6f(»«9 twoof themhadtake&twoo»i- 
waal4N»Bd (9t. Domingo mea, ai^ Ittd goae witii them for 
Mamlea; m liuit i^a ship anght be yoMj OBtaemed a aMit 
tasty oaai: in tiio aflnroooa we eama to bodior in Cafa 
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Mi>, M 4ittt« li M iMiii of 4I» .ir«il 
Mtt MmI ^ fit «iM<*f » iMMMAjT ^ 

'irtw warn io cmf^r- i» < t> m--H 
' kelMr.iil^ tlito^* «?w ^Mlr 4My ' iliiu» i^ 
MNi^)^lkcNl||li w# iMi'' ^8te #<wr^ 4hqF illuMoi' CM < 

tfMMWpiiMi tMlMiliV'^ Ifoittieir > &Bliriteare| j 

M«bteril»te0ftelRteiretani«d» On the abitfi ofe fli|ii^M 
B«»9 ^irt inil't««0ii>4ii c#ibplnqr «rilii Jban^avftliw lnfiiir|.f|i<gi 

iMr Bl«9pilMhre im «lgii^ l»epmgmMiaB4»wiptoM« i '< tf ^ ai> 
#ftftv^^ WKilfi ng to pwk ty eae gr-tira af' iheAAtHit liiXr 

4lhm tr Iteriia-ilw nifrhii wUch ttiy ^|i<Dd.iw— *t» 
mituoei) titiiit l oro etiii WB «etai or ^ki o^ -tlutfl^wite «HNM 
di»«i»<lwrldiiiliti; bftii»iMihlie)r«Mtif#inpai «bi«i9t| 
Ml to repdr -^TviMi/IlM lifted 'iqrtiriwih.WB»:dl>tiiefi.fl»4p^ 
i9«aiiieliiBeofMr«irii^f4a|rt Wi pmateop Ji^MMi^mi 
j4Wu« oa #ttll ^0 4tet. Aft iM^tk^i 
iWbof lit beiHw#ii#« to «lMoo<faer. 
Mm ii» iMrttooof ilMft tiM tii^ itpite pM^ i 

duunog ships no sooner retoraed^ tfann ilii i pfisifiiSL tfi<l 
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MhfiMa wmj mflrl fon^ »wM|ii 
Mi mmm ti the ooewipf, ^j keepiBg 'to olN9 
ii<! li> ii | »:#i4(Aipof ttiiiy gn% b«loBgil« to UmmSkm^ 
]|rilltdt«mt.vrlMle to ivindited o€ the ntt erf tbe fleely 

fti9rtft.t9 Mngt a» capteib #f biP an iMMwi el koi^ ipi 

guimi flyiuy ^ifc whole iay, in wder teaMflgiMilM^frM 
mbMHi Wenpei^ltoi teld, <im»iaie|)ewwiiwbewie il W i ii ^ ^ 
l» Hdl^ mm\ aiflOMr-wai ft yeot miK If eveamiliiifr «Mi^ 
ia^teHftd eoifthr «f Francei «ii4 Ukeiriee imtta ef fliiiil> 
t^Mlt; Md Ibst Ito woeld Holfidl te caM Wa^uitmrVW^^Meb&mm 
l»i«4»eo«a^wlMi«i)r0ppeftiisi^ilMiiaA«A)r} »•#< Ifi' 
«MieinMliaeMiiiFmiioettfti»wurdi. Oiiedif|tlieitt4»tN» 

»ltoa#ieceMieiewiftaieth44iigitrtto(qy^ 
wtoieMedf«ri0lfteii0tM«(if hisiHIi. WMoiwei 
Mili^ Ite4lieie»«i<ai tbev^oeeset^ekue^ tiinMrnoir eet t 
iMitf vterhe WM oat of Me stariiaB egijiii> he wMd eei^ 
HflKv^faeddifle the other. IMs rigid ilee^hie,ho#ev«e^ 
fWMrrvedtbeooMrosr^iirtiKmghthe piliraleei^ kept cMitMi)^ 
«leDrtlBa^^4w tree not ee fertoMle «»iotie0twi«tiie«iM 
invA of lier^i»evieriDce« 

1 AQatiM t7ih of October, itt the mMji^ivm imM Oafie Or» 
tiiell att4oi^13ie1i^fy^fettM«e^toiiii<MK>i^i!irftreitiQ«i«# 
mtf^fiye*^ h&ftflir 00 iraluahle e ^Ifo eii bew^^reete'iMi 
m^^ Hie lMi«eef the nei^ raortOnir, kBlk Mhed alMifiMe oi* 
df th^ttctt-o#-wat. The ttrniey wee eoeii leaded; ana iiie 
miMn md^Men^trhohid Men so mtasf yeefe elNNrnt liMi 
«ttfr iiittfo eowtojrj' iw» ^*M *o «et.oiieiM«^ N^to^il^ 
jMhi«e«4«^«oifrd «ot m :«u or t#» to toeir ifM «!§ 
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aM: trABttainttter. 



1 




t».«» flrims. Tlie uraMhfir was exdf^nily 0ftM» Miil Ipto* 
p art ioi i ari y co to im, who hdb.beea go loi»^iiiilililWA 
ho* «liii»toi; aad ir^st imiia il bW :imn^n 
^Mf iMelgr cM. We had vMm. 

I lilowdlimiNNncdi^wridKii in i 

10 of v]0taili.ov)9Qr Ayy^xr wb ongM; iM^mttuHid^ 1 
iiflor Mlhiniint- nMnr wiifiiMkAvsft ji:BM«ig*i i 
itofewM « vtff. Imva fqottinoii ^ MNM^var i 
HMftiiMe, Mt ««# i^otr MeBfing to Ibda 
0R9MBt€hi»p* Fma fliro in tte oroniiv w« 3wtt»jO bUi»< l iii -> 
lilifttbttek; :0od4fw« oIkmm io Aa>ro?<wr JBff ir ^ iiUiMfc: ■ 
■MMoavy to plaoo it feiy. sear «« b^femfitoi'siiin^o guiBa - 
a6fWjMniUL.liaY« fosnd it. We liad pMMi mamm m i^\$i % 

«iVfia]tagrofMnt.«toagHiid»<wiih a wm^itstQi SajitKirikf 
tjJMifing to twa large pruratoirB ilMi J're&AiliMlJakda. :WV«f 
mM oftetid iito tho aame boi^ wiikt teoi^^ 
twir liiaffffl 1^. HbB . iiv»r to LaadeoMnr*:. M \ 
vwonpoftaor pai^; ao took the tait k^mP 
08A» a]]d.H¥od voy wdl linr thMe. nmitiii^ wiiiii>«i.M 
oaao. from the ooortoC 6^[)aiii to.aUowttitoj 
Itefint lAip^.^fered. UpMi tlM> kMiBf^ 'itai SHsai 
Datoh ship at Morlaix ready to sail, we took bonea mui 
travelled to iiiat town, where ire were obliged to r^ilatK Hx 
weeks^ beAnre we had im <^;)portaiii<y of gei^iog nmB^^^. J^ 
liit ve aiRieod wtft the naatoc <^4k Dat^ ^tevger.to^lapfaift 
a* Dorar, asd paid hioi befowhafid. Wh^ we had got ile p<w g 
Ibe river into the road^ a French privateer liiat ii^aa idsMll* 
ready to sail upon a cniize, hanled the X]^tchma% lu^d Iw4 
yoBt to «oitte to an anchor ; and tiutt if ho oftred to^aail^M^ 
lte»hewo«ldmkhim. ThiBhewaa4breedt»^oa4^*^iM^i 
and U^ tiiree daya in the road, eonmg lie^lM^mii/lrfto 
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ttt 4ki ^pftof Unit tniio jRrt tO'-nSf wmI tlwii wt ^111^619'*^^ i0wc:t)r« 
tp^iA iiw Mme. We had » kmg mwMnfortable |»MP>gr> • 
JU<Hitl>» niiiHi day, before sim-eet^ we saw Povir, aad le^^ 
BdaM itelMdiman cf his a gra e m e nt to land us ftere. He 
Mii a aMm i^iri^; bnliBfteadeflliatyia the moming we were 
ugm eeiuit<gg^?iB<e. We c e « p>M ne d loadly ef ttk^pieqe 
of Jilluqryead hunted BpoA Ma retomiog to land mt, ythmi' 
airfifcftliatt manNof^war appeared te windward^ and pBeien% 
bonrjiowii to oe. She aent her boat on board withan.oAoer, 
wii* informed ne^be afaip he taaom from waa the << SqmrreV . 
cctauttttdid. by €i|>tain Mattenun. We went <mi bomd of 
beff^aHid Captein jMaatereon iounediately aent one of tiie . 
cnttew h& had with him, to land na at Dorer, where we ar« 
rHiidi^tiHkt idteraooB, and directly aet out for Oanterbary «pon. 
port'liQtaga ; but C^ptun Cheap* waa so tired by tiie tioM. he 
gol^^fteie, ^lat he eenld proceed no farther that mght. 
Tin teartooaining he atiH Ibiind himaelf no much iatigQed, 
te*'4»4K>aid vMe no longer; therefore it waa agreed tiiai- 
hr iiid Mr. HaaiUiott ahonld talm a poat-ehaiae, and <^e* I 
afaNldxidr: hot here an nnlftely difflcnlty waa started; fw 
ng Ae little mcsKy we had, it waa iband to be not 
at to pay^lhe ohargea to London; and ^ny proportion 
feil»betabsvt, that it was, by caicnUtion, bai^ enough to pay 
fos;^iuiaaij without a tething for eatiiig a bit open the road, 
€mmmm fir .Hie rery tampihee» These I waa obliged to de* 

cnfi • ■ 

• <^lpMa Cheap anired in LondoD on the Sitb of UuA, 1740 s nid was 
•oovaflerwardt appointed captain of the '* Lark;** In whidi veMel« bainf or- 
dflTM out on a erstte, he had the good Ibrtune to oaptnre a large and Tahiahle 
90m\Jk lirtM If tha IBand of Madeira, tteing then in eompany witti Captain 
f%$ii^fimUm AAirhittotamlfeo^ thiaMeeanAatipaditlai^wodonot 
hi|||nfft{lM>>lQ h^vegoae to tea* or held any oomnand; at leaat we do not find 
any BMntion made of him in the service. On the 14th of September* 1748* lie 
minttd a widow lady» named Brown, belonging to York. He had not, how- 
f^mjUlm hijflnaii of long ei^oying thii p eaaea bl e repoee, fkmn thoae singular 
andlij|atAaianaihahadisiiiiai|irinthaj(Mrtlee, ^jia^joa Mia Slat of Jnly, 
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tbb ^&nt tff re^^eridiitot I bofe cui w^ll lui 1 cotfld.' iVlMil 
got to fbe &)rougli I todk a coach tod drote to Mto ttorOBifr 
sir^i ^Herfe ity fHendii had liv^ When 1 M En^hUid ; IJM 
wheii I if&m^ th^re, I fbnhd me house shttf ^jt). mmif%^ 
abdeiit flk> in&iiy yeard, and iti all thkt tiiiie Heiret i^tHl^^ 
a word feoiii hoih'e, t MeW hott -U^ho ihd deftd> o^ i^ . , 
liyih^^Or if^here to go next ; oY eten h&W id pay i^^ Miiktanitt. 
I i^oltected a Imen-drdper's Shop, not fit fWifi th«ic^, iHi^ 
olif family Had tuied. t thei^fdre di^v^ ^^ n6kt, IM iillM 
ing myself Imown, fhe^ {Jaid the bo^chiti^. f fk%d eaffbtH 
aft^i* oiir fiixuly^ aiid ^in told iHy sliter liitd itifkMM £M 
Ciii^H i^d #a8 at that lime k Soho SKt^itf^. I lAtti^atA j^ 
wi&lk^ to the honse^^d locked at tIMdoofj (futfte^oSftl 
not likinc^ my figure^ Whidh traii half Ftcffith; hdlfl^^iiaiiii^ 
with the addition 6t ilifg^ ^t 6t imti cdHtf^lrfW mtt, 
h4 #ai irdihg tb shtt the door B iiiy ftee ; ^i I i>feiRylM 
nWthldriitbletinecotfifeln. ■* ••'^ 

I neM tiM ai^iiai6t my rectderi^ wiHi ii^ltat iAttilHl§f§M^iff 
vAf Mister received liie. I^e MtomtbBlf limMM -m ^i9IH 
idm^it Biifhcjffiit to appeif li&^ ^ feit ^ mf tdta^»jfM^ 
tin that titiie I cduld u(ft h^ pfOptfrl^ (Rfid td hlH% fulUfed w 

m extftbrdiiidry i^m ^IjM a mAkk tit tsknMM ia^ 

v^Udf^ ted k^t ifad iii'fbr tto lQttc« bf fVe ytM»*«iA 
ngwa^tof , . , 



^ifiis. 



f.^B*.^Mi, 
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